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NOTICE. 



On presenting to the English reader, through the 
medium of a popular periodical, the first European 
edition of a work of which America has just cause 
to be proud, the publishers have a few words of 
explanation to offer regarding the improvements 
they have adopted. 

It will be seen, from the Memoir of Wilson in 
the present volume, that his portion of the American 
Ornithology consists of nine volumes quarto, the 
descriptive part of the concluding volume having 
been drawn up by Mr George Ord, of Philadelphia. 
In 1825, Mr Ord was again employed to prepare 
new editions of the seventh, eighth, and ninth 
volumes, and made considerable additions : in 1828, 
three supplementary volumes, by Charles Lucian 
Bonaparte,* appeared. 

The present edition will comprise not merely 
the whole of Wilson's work, including the improve- 

* Prince of Musignano, soo of Lucien £onapaTte,l^i^\stQ\\i«t ^'i 
}9apoIeon. 
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On presenting to the English reader, through the 
medium of a popular periodical, the first European 
edition of a work of which America has just cause 
to be proud, the publishers have a few words of 
explanation to offer regarding the improvements 
they have adopted. 

It will be seen, from the Memoir of Wilson in 
the present volume, that his portion o£ the American 
Ornithology consists of nine volumes quarto, the 
descriptive part of the concluding volume having 
been drawn up by Mr George Ord, of Philadelphia. 
In 1825, Mr Ord was again employed to prepare 
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volumes, and made considerable additions : in 1828, 
three supplementary volumes, by Charles Lucian 
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The present edition will comprise not merely 
the whole of Wilson's work, including the improve- 

* Prince of Musignano, son of Lucien Bonaparte, tlie brother of 
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ments of Mr Ord, but also the continuation of 
Bonaparte, and will still farther be enhanced in 
value by the revisal of the whole, and its arrange- 
ment, in a scientific manner, by Professor Jameson. 
This arrangement will not only render the work of 
more easy reference than the original edition, — 
which, from its irregular mode of publication, was 
never arranged, — but will also, it is hoped, ensure 
its being used as an ornithological text book in 
our universities, and also in our schools. Hitherto, 
no companion or guide has been published to tbe 
beautiful collection of American birds in the 
museum of the University of Edinburgh : the 
present work will be found to answer the purpose;^ 
both on account of its scientific form, and the 
constant reference, by the editor, to the birds of 
the New World, preserved in that splendid cabinet 
of natural history. 

It remains only to be added, that the notices ol 
the Turkey Vulture, p. 3, the Black Vulture, p. 10, 
the Great-Footed Hawk, p. 51, and the Raven, 
p. 231, having been transferred from the ninth 
volume of Wilson, are consequently written by Mr 
Ord. Other articles of his are pointed out where 
they occur in the course of the work. 

Edinburgh, Aprilf 1831. 
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MEMOIR 

or 
ALEXANDER WILSON. 



Alexander Wilson, author of American Ornilhdogy^ 
was born in Paisley, on the 6th July, 1766. His father 
was a man of sober and industrious haUts, of strict honesty, 
and superior intdiligence ; highly respeeted by all who knew 
him, throughout a very long li£e. It appears to have been 
the father's intention to give his son a liberal education, 
with the hope, so dear to the heart of the Scottish peasant, 
of seeing him at some future period honoured in being 
iqypcHnted to preach the gospel of peace. To this Wilson 
himself alludes, in a poem, entitled the '< S<^tary Tutor,*** 
written in America, and evidently descriptive of himself :««^ 

His parents saw, with partial fond delight, 
Unfi^ding genius crown their fostering care, 

And talk'd with tears of that enrapturing sight. 
When, clad in sable gown, with solemn air. 
The walls of God's own house should echo back his ^ayer* 

Whether his early years displayed sudi evident marks 
of genius as to justify anticipations of future eminence, 
cannot now be certainly known t nor is it necessary that 
it should, to account for his fo^i^s intentions. While 
the heart of every parent inclines him to judge fiivoumbly 
of his own ehUd, the devout Scottish peasant can form 
■0 Uglier ^ospeet, and conceive no greater f eoompense- 

h 



XIV MEMOIR OF 

for all Ms own priyations, than to see tlie son of his affec- 
tion become the messenger of Heaven. 

Unfortimately for Wilson, his mother died when he 
was about ten years old, leaving his father embarrassed 
with the charge of a young family, to minister to the \i'ant8 
of which, the heart and the habits, the tenderness and the 
enduring patience of woman tdone are adequate. In the 
higher and wealthier ranks, female aid may be procured ; 
but, in humble life, nothing can be more deplorably deso- 
late than the condition of a young motherless family. It 
is, therefore, almost a matter of absolute necessity for the 
poor man to seek the aid of a second wife ; though the 
result of doing so is usually the burden of an additional 
family. Wilson's father soon married again; and all his 
son's prospects of a liberal education were speedily overcast* 
What progress he had made cannot now be discovered ; 
though, from the statements of his early friends, and 
the incorrectness of his first productions, it may - be 
inferred, that his attainments were only limited. The 
bias, however, had been given ; a taste for literature had 
been communicated, by which the whole of his after life 
was more or less characterized. Of this he was himself 
aware, as appears by his letters to his father, written from 
America, after his perseverance had won for him that 
rich reward, for which alone he toiled, — honest, inde- 
pendent fame. In a letter, dated 25th Feb. 181 1, the 
following passage occurs: — '* The publication of the 
Ornithology, though it has swallowed up all the little I 
have saved, has procured me the honour of many friends, 
eminent in this country, and the esteem of the public at 
large, for which I have to thank the goodness of a kind 
father, whose attention to my education in early life, as 
well as the books then put into my hands, first gave my 
mind a bias towards relishing the paths of literature, and 
the charms and magnificence of nature. These, it is 
true^ particularly the latter, have made me a wanderer ia 
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life; bat they liaYe alscx enabled me to support an b<mest 
and respectable situation in the world, and hare been the 
jonroes of almost all my enjoyments.** 

The American biographer states, that the unkind usage 
jof Wilson's stepmother drove him to forsake his paternal 
loof, and to seek an asylum in that of his brother-in-law^ 
William Duncan. This is altogether incorrect. Those 
who had the means of knowing the truth, agree that she 
always treated him with kindness and attention; and 
liaison himself uniformly spoke of her with respect and 
gfmtitude. That, he did reside in the house of William 
Dancan is true ; but it was during the term of his appren* 
ticeship, when, if not a matter of absolute necessity, it 
mB8 at least one of mutual convenience. The wandering 
habits of his earlier years have also been attributed to 
the harsh treatment experienced at home ; but while these 
may be sufficiently accounted for otherwise, — as will 
appear in the course of our narrative, — it is due to the 
jnemory of a deserving woman to rescue her from so 
groimdless an imputation. 

In his thirteenth year, on the 31st July, 1779, Wilson 
was bound apprentice, as a weaver, to William Duncan, 
who had married his eldest sister. The duration of his 
upprenticeship was three years, not five, as has been 
enoneously stated. The original indenture bears date as 
above, and has at the end the following lines in his own 
handwriting : — « 

Be*t kent to a' the warld in rhime. 
That wi*^ right mickle wark an* toil. 

For three lang years I*ve Rer*t my time». 
Whiles feasted wi' the hazel oil. 

Agst. 1782.. 

These lines shew that he had completed his apprentice- 
ship in 1782, after serving three years ; and they likewise 
shew, that he had, even then, in his sixteenth year, notwith« 
•tsnding the very unpoetical nature of his profession^ 
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already tried hts ikill m the composition of veraeB ; tpd 
that» howerer doaely Ids mef^hanical occupation cmpiuyB i 
him, he had a strong inclination to toore iiiiii|^iMtiv« 
feelings and pursnits, not at tXL likely to reconcile him to 
his humble avocation. Tet he continued woiidng i^ « 
joumeyman-weaver for abomt four years; during "whic^ 
time he resided paitly in Paidiey, partly with his £uher, 
ivho had gone to the village of Lodiwinnoohy md Anally 
with his hrother4n-laW, Duncan, then removed to Queens* 
ferry. During these four years, however, bein^ compaBt- 
lively left to his own direction, his poetical talents were 
more freely indulged ; his dislike to the loom increased, 
and his mind became more fully possessed with that spirit 
of restlessness, which, not finding sufficient scope in 
Britain, in the end impelled him to explore the boun&M 
forests of the New Worid. 

Nearly two years of that period were spent at Lf)di» 
winnoch, and many of his eariier poems were then com- 
posed, particularly those of « descriptive character. But 
the rambles which gave rise to these efforts of his nmse^ 
while they increased his relish for the beauties of natural 
scenery, rendered his sedentary employment more ani 
more iricsome, and prepared him to abandon it, upon th» 
first prospect Of more congenial pursuits. In a poem, 
written about this time, entitled, << Groans from tlw 
Loom," after painting, in a strain of ludicrous compiamtf 
half in jest, half in earnest, the miseries of his condition, 
the following exclamation occurs, wrung from him pro- 
bably by an instinctive aversion to confinement, and 
almost prophetic of his future wanderings : — 

Good gods ! shall a mortal with lept, 
So low uncomplaining be brought! 

These sentiments, together with the expanded Tiews,«iiltU 
vated taste, and refined ideas, resulting from the 
of what books he could procure, aU tended to the 
•ondusion, — a growing diiigust with the trade o£ a v«kw% 
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«ild^4s«ire to, wb»ngeit for any other which promised 
fTwM'ffr ficeedom from personal restraint, and more inter-^ 
eamw with the charms of natiire. He thus q^eaks of hia 
£e^ngB and habits about this time : — • 

Here oft beneath the shade I loneljr stray, 
'Whm mtnrning opes, or eveoii^ shuts the day ; 
Or when mors black than n^bt stem fate appearii 
With all her train, of pale, detpairing fears, 
. The winding walk, the solitary wood. 
The uncouth grotto, melancholy, rude ; 
My refuge there, the attending muse to call, 
Or in Pope's lofty page to lose them all. 

Sock^Belings and habits must give the mind an increase, 
q£ bo4h refinement and elevation ; but it may be ques- 
tioned, if they are equally adapted to promote happiness, 
because the culture necessary to qualify lor enjoyments 
of A high and refined order, must always be attended withr 
pm and privation, as it unfits for all the more ordinary 
gm^firitfions, before those of a congenial nature can be 
attaued. With the young rustic poet, this is peculiarly 
th».>case: he is like a butterfly, which some untiqoely 
Sfnles of spring have induced to cast aside the protection, 
of- its chrysalis envelopment, and left exposed to every 
<diflling storm ; clad more ^gantly, indeed, but muck 
Ian /Securely defended. 

DanDg this transition-state of the rustic poet, it is not 
ttofmag that he should frequently sink into fits of deep- 
QK^iuichc^y, perchance of darkest despondency ; or that 
the sick heart should sometimes try to escape from the 
pangs of its own morbid sensibility, by plunging into 
mirth, revelry^ and dissipation. Into this too common 
error Wils<m never fell. Though his letters to his 
fited^wntteuu about this period, are filled with the most 
i1m|) naming: language, there is abundant evidence that 
fw. iiijiwt^ cveniii: the slightest degree> given to dj^sipa^ 
IfsMiaWi^stnMkiAhiKt €Qttl4 b^-dbaisged against him 
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1\'as, a growing dislike to the confinement of his occu{Mi4 
tion ; or, in the harsh language of Bome^ an incpeasing 
tendency to idleness. It was about this time that his first 
public attempts as a poet, were made ; several of his short; 
pieces occasionally appearing in the Glasgow Advertiser, 
These speedily attracted the notice of his townsmen, and 
became << the nightly subjects of discussion, in the dabs 
and bookshops of Paisley.** This, probably, contributed 
not a little towards encouraging him to the next st^ 
which he took, and which forms an era in his lifts. 

His brother-in-law, Willi&m Duncan, had gone to 
reside at Queensferry, whither Wilson followed him, and 
continued foi* some time to work at his trade with his 
former master. With a view to better his drcumstances, 
Duncan resolved to make an excursion throughout the 
eastern districts of Scotland as a pedlar ; and in this he 
was accompanied by Wilson, now in his twentieth year. 

The loom was now completely abandoned ; and, for a 
period of nearly three years, he seems to have led the 
life of a wandering pedlar. But the feeling of release 
from the toilsome loom, at first so delightful to one 
rapturously fond of the beauties of nature, soon began 
to subside, permitting him to estimate more truly the 
difficulties, fatigues, and, above all, the degradation of his 
new employment. He had now, however, a great deal 
more leisure for reading, writing, and indulging in a species 
of dreamy meditation, not less pleasant, and occasionally 
scarcely less beneficial, than either. It besides furnished 
him with opportunities of stud3ring men and manners, to^ 
, an extent scarcely otherwise attainable t and, if it was 
often attended by disagreeable circumstances, it had its 
advantages, — it enabled him to visit all the classic ground 
of Scottish song and story, and to trace the scenes hal- 
lowed by the birth or residence of glorious chief, or still 
more glorious poet. " I can yet remember,** says one of 
his biographers, who was also his personal friend} « wittx 
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wbat walrmtli of Enthusiasm he informed me that, in one of 
his journeys, he Went considerably out of his way to visit 
the village of Athelstaneford, at one time the residence of 
Bkiif, author of The Grave, and afterwards of Home, 
author of Dotiglas,** This proves his veneration for the 
tons of song and their consecrated haunts. And his admi-* 
iPBtion of natural scenery cannot be better shewn thai) by 
quoting the Strongly contemptuous expressions he applied 
to those who are not susceptible of the pleasures arising 
from contemplating the beauties of nature : — " Pleasures,** 
toys he, ** which the grovelling sons of interest, and the 
-grubs of diis world, know as little of, and are as incapable 
of enjoying, as those miserable spirits, who are doomed to 
perpetual darkness, can the glorious regions and eternal 
deb'ghts of paradise ! ** 

During these years of comparative idleness, his poetical 

tident, as might have been expected, was not permitted to 

. remain uncultivated. Many of his published poems, by 

their dates and incidents, furnish evidence that they were 

the composition of that period: and at length, in 1789, 

he began to prepare materials for a volume of poems. 

After submitting his manuscript to the private criticism 

of some friends, (to whose suggestions, howevei", like 

most young poets, he was far from being inclined to yield 

implicit deference — whose approbation, in short, not 

their opinion, it was that he wanted,) he contracted with 

Mr John Neilson, printer in Paisley, for the expenses 

of the press; and set^ut afresh with his pack and a 

prospectus, in order to procure subscribers. On the 17th 

September, 1 789, he proceeded from Edinburgh, along the 

«ast coast of Scotland, to sell his muslins and solicit sub- 

< ftcriptions, making the one the means and the other the end. 

His hopes and purposes cannot be better shewn than by 

i tnmscribing a portion from a journal which he kept during 

(.. (thin, excursion; .and which commences as follows^ in a 

/f7ningl9d. strain between jest and earnest : ^-^ 
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" As youth i» the mott &voiiraUe time ta ertpHliA 
a man*s goo^ fortune in the world, and as his stteeen bdi 
life depends^ in a great measure, on his prudent endevpown, 
and unwearied perseverance, I hare resolved to make one 
bold push for the united interests of pack and poem«r 
Nor can any one justly blame me for it, since ejqperieaee 
has now convinced me, that the merit I am poescssed oi 
(which is certainly considerable) might lie for ever huied 
in obscurity, without such an attempt. I have, therefowy 
fitted up a proper budget, consisting of silks, muallagi ." 
prints, &c. for the accommodation of those good peoplt - 
who may prove mj customers, — a sufficient quantity o^ 
proposals ifor my poetical friends ; and, to prevent those 
tedious harangues, which otherwise I would be obli|fed t» 
deliver at every threshold, I have, according to the eostott 
of the most polite pedlars, committed the contents of iny 
pack to a handbill, though in a style somewhat remot* 
from any I have yet seen. 

ADVERTISEMENT EXTRAORDINARY. 

Fair ladies, I pray, for one moment to stay. 

Until with sabmission I tell yoa, 
What muslins so curious, for uses so various, 

A poet has here brought to sell you. 

Here *8 handkerchiefs channing; book-raiislinslikeeniiiiie^ 

Brocaded, striped, corded, and check'd ; 
Sweet Venus, they say, on Cupid's birth-day. 

In British-made muslins was deck'd. 

If these can't content ye, here*8 muslii» in plenty. 

From one shilling up to a doKcn, 
That Juno might wear, and more beauteous appear. 

When she means the old Thunderer to coceo. 

Here are fine jaconets, of numberless sets. 

With spotted and sprigged festoons ; 
And lovely tambours, with degant flowers^ 

For bonnets^ doakt,.apreD% or gfvns» ->-:c-- 
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r^ye Fair» if ye ehooea any fieee to perna^ 
WUib pleatnre 111 instantly shew it : 
. ,|jr the Pedlar should fail to be &voiir*d with sale. 
Then I h<^ you 11 encourag^e the Poet, 

Did <wr limits permit, we would willingly tnnscribe 
oOmr p— angfi from the above-mentioned journal, because 
it k not less faithful as a picture of his mind and 
£e«lui0i, than as a description of his wanderings. There 
breatfin through it an indignant spirit of independence— 
a Attestation of everything mean and selfish, -^aud a 
fwoiid- scorn of what he considered the overweening inso* 
l^ioe of the wealthy and the vain. In his main object, 
howerett which was evidently to procure subscribers for 
hia .poemSf Wilson was almost totally disappointed, 
thoegh he did not fail to study deeply the living page of 
man. We cannot resist the inclination to quote the 
conclusion of his journal, in which he thus sums up his 
toils and his gains : — 

^ I have this day, I believe, measured the height of an 
hundred stairs, and explored the recesses of twice that 
number of miserable habitations ; and what have I gained 
by it? — only two shillings of worldly pelf! but an 
invaluable treasure of observation. In this elegant dome, 
wrapt up i|i glittering, silks, and stretched on the downy 
sofii, recline the fair daughters of wealth and indolence : 
the ample mirror, floweiy floor, and magnificent couch, 
their surrounding attendants ; while, suspended in his 
wiry habitation above, the shrill-piped canary warbles to 
endianting echoes. Within the confines of that sickly 
hovel, hung lovnd with squadrons of his brother artists, 
the pale-faced weaver plies the resounding lay, or lanches 
the melancholy murmuring shuttle. Lifting this simple 
liteh, and stooping for entrance to the miserable hut, 
there sits poverty and ever-moaning disease, clothed in 
^""g*»«ii rags, and ever shivering oner the fireless chimney. 
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Ascending this stair, the voice of joy bursts on mjrettr,— • 
the bridegroom and bride, surrounded by their jocund 
companions, circle the sparkling glass and humorous 
joke, or join in the raptures of the noisy dance — the 
squeaking fiddle breaking through the general uproar in 
sudden intervals, i;<^hile the sounding floor groans beneath 
its unruly load. Leaving these happy mortals, and uisher- 
ing into this silent mansion, a more solemn — a striking 
object, presents itself to my view. The windows, the 
furniture, and every thing that could lend one cheerful 
thought, are hung in solemn white ; and there, stretched 
pale and lifeless, lies the awful corpse ; while a few 
weeping friends sit, black and solitary, near the breathless 
day. In this other place, the fearless sons of Bacchus 
«xtend their brazen throats, in shouts like bursting thun- 
der, to the praise of their gorgeous chief. Opening thid 
door, the lonely matron explores, for consolation, her 
Bible : and, in this house, the wife brawls, the children 
shriek, and the poor husband bids me depart, lest his 
termagant*s fury should vent itself on me. In short, such 
an inconceivable variety daily occurs to my observation 
In real life, that would, were they moralized upon, convey 
more maxims of wisdom, and give a juster knowledge of 
mankind, than whole volumes of Lives and Adventures, 
that perhaps never had a being, except in the prolific 
brains of their fantastic authors." 

This, it must be acknowledged, is a somewhat prolix and 
overstrained summing up of his observations ; but it proves 
Wilson to have been, at the early age of twenty- three, a man 
of great penetration, and strong native sense ; and shew* 
that his mental culture had been much greater than might 
have been expected from his limited opportunities. At a 
subsequent period, he retraced his steps, taking with him 
copies of his poems, to distribute among subscriben^ 
and endeavour to promote a more extensive circulatioiu 
Of this excursion also he has given an account iu hilt 
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jmnrnml, fix>iii which it appears that his success was £Bur 
fiom encouraging. Among amusing incidents, sketches 
irf character, occasional sound and intelligent remarks upon 
the manners and pros'^ects of the various classes of society 
into which he found his way, there are not a few severe 
expressions indicative of deep disappointment, and some 
that merely hint the keener pangs of wounded pride— 
pride founded on conscious merit. << You," says he, on 
one occasion, ** you, whose souls are susceptible of the 
finest feeUngs, who are elevated to rapture with the least 
dswmngs of hope, and sunk into despondency by the 
slightest thwarting of your expectations — think what I 
felt!" Much, probably, of his disappointment may be 
sttribated to the very questionaUe, the almost vagrant 
duunacter, in which he appeared, — that of a travelling 
pedlar. Of this he seems ultimately to have become 
ttmyinced ; for, in a letter to a friend, dated from 
Edinburgh, in November of the same year, he says, << My 
occupation is greatly against my success in collecting 
subscribers. A packman is a character which none esteem, 
and almost every one despises. The idea which people 
of all ranks entertain of them is, that they are mean- 
spirited, loquacious liars, cunning and illiterate, watching 
every opportunity, and using every mean art within their 
power, to cheat.** The same sentiment repeatedly occurs 
in his poems. 

Having in vain used his utmost exertions to dispose of 
his poems, and being completely disgusted with the life of 
a pedlar, he returned to Paisley; and, in a short time 
afterwards, we find him again plying his original trade in 
Lochwinnoch. But it is evident, that he was far from 
being satisfied with his employment, or sincere in relin^ 
quishing poetry. Indeed, it may be questioned whether 
my man who has ever experienced the true poetic thrill 
could, even if he would, seal up his bosom against its 
fapturons visitations* Be that as it may, Wilson was 
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perfectly ready to avail himself of tbtf first fttvounUi 
opportunity of again appearing before the puUic^ in -tha 
character of a poet. The occasion which led to it waft 
this: — 

A certain portion of the Edinburgh Uierati had formedl 
a kind of public debating society, called the Ftnui, 
the meetings of which were held in the Paiithe<m. 
Among other questions proposed for dbcussion was this* 
** Whether have the exertions of Allan Ramsay or Robert 
Fergusson done more honour to Scottish poetry ?" Inlbrfc 
mation of this was communicated to Wilson by a fifiead 
in Edinburgh. Immediately he kindled at the idea «£ 
making a public appearance in a manner so congenial t» 
his love of fame; and, though unacquainted witli the: 
poems of Fergusson, and having but a fortnight for pre-s 
paration, be borrowed a copy from a friend, read it, £armeA 
his opinion, laboured with redoubled perseverance ioc 
money to defray the expense of his journey, composed a 
poem on the subject, and arrived in Edinburgh in time 
to bear his part in the discussion. This poem, " Tbe> 
Laurel Disputed,'* is of considerable length, and though 
disfigured with occasional coarseness, is distinguished by^ 
a certain rough, easy vigour, which nuurks it the production^ 
of a man of more mental power than polish, — one who 
thought strongly, and cared not much in what sort of 
language his thoughts were couched, so that they w^ro 
understood. In it he gives the laurel to Fei^gu880ii«-^a 
decision to which the audience did not assent, but ia' 
which, nevertheless, we think his judgment was perfectly 
correct, so far at least as regards the superiority in reid 
genius. So miserably deficient, in point of true poetic 
merit, are almost all of Ramsay's misceUaneous poems, 
that we cannot help considering TTt€ Genila Sktpkmd^ 
as little more than a ** lucky hit;" nor is there any 
thing to invalidate this opinion, in those pieces of firigidil^. 
and afiectation, which he gave to the world, in his Ad- 
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tdie MSaeeSamff as improTed yeisioiiB of onr old coifse, 
Im-tigoroos tradidoiiaiy songs and ballads. Feiffusson^ 
efef Che other hand, nerer sitiks beneath the legions of 
pMtie Inspiration, and frequently takes the heart hj sur- 
prise with a sudden gash of fervent and tender feeling. 
BnC we sinst brelik away from this seductive topic. 

WSsmi remained long enough in Edinburgh to compose 
and recite in public two other poetical essays, and to 
pAiiA (1791) << The Laurel Disputed;" then returned 
to liodiwinnoch, with some increase of fame, but ncme 
of wMth. It appears, however, that he at that thna 
fenaed oome literary connections in Edinburgh, which 
Brigllt ' have heen of advantage ; for we find him oon^ 
tiihnlfaig to the Bee, a periodical work, conducted by ths 
iMe 0r Anderson, one of the fetiiers of modem SoottiA 
Kfeemtore. It is probable thaf his unsettled circumstances 
latBf have been the chief reason why he failed to profit by 
that fitvour able <ipening, as the Doctor's benevolence was 
mlBHted, and his influence at that time considerable. 

An intimacy still more congenial promised about 
this -period to commence, — one which would probaUy 
have been dose and permanent, but for the rapidly 
crisiB in Wilson^ destiny, — we mean an 
with Bums. By the kindness of a valued 
friend,* to mbma we are indebted for many interesting 
enboranications concerning Wilson, we were put in pos* 
of the following anecdote ; — ** Shortly after the 
-of Bums*s poems, Wilson wrote to hhoot 
to eertain 4>f them, on account of their im* 
tendency. At this time the two poets were 
^■iee ennoqfiiainted. Bams returned for answer, that 
ha "eint ae nrndi aocttstomed to commuaications of that 

# 1^1 A. MMusy, tm^ Paisley, a gimUemaii to wium w« beg to 
' ^suM S t -adcB o wled giuia utB for tiie ready aeal witli wfaidi 
iato, sad-imMeeated, tlMae reaearches coaoerning tke 
aiwnoir, firaoi Tvkiob we inmelTeB waniusvoklBMy 
rrModed. 
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descripdon, that he usually pidd no attendon to them ; tnt 
that, atf- Wilson was evidendy no ordinary man, and alaa 
a true poet, he would, in tl»t instance, depart from tha 
rule ; and he then entered into a vindicadon of Mmflf 
and his poems. Shortly afterwards, Wilson went £0001 
Paisley to Ayrshire to visit Bums. On his retom be 
described his interview with Bums in the most xspbunm 
tenhs." • 

The poem of << Watty and Meg,'* his most succeBaful 
effort, was written early in 1792. Being puUished 
anonymously, it was universally attributed to Boma* 
Wilson felt this as at once a high compliment, and an 
unconscious acknowledgment of his merit, on the part of 
a public, which had shewn him so litde countenance in 
his avowed productions ; and, for a time, he allowed the 
opinion to spread uncontradicted. '^ The originals of 
Watty and Meg,*' says the same gentleman who commu* 
nicated the preceding anecdote, ^ were a worthy couple 
of Wilson's acquaintance. When the good dame, r^re- 
sented as Meg, read the poem, she exclaimed to her 
husband, < D'ye ken what Sandy Wilson has done P-^he 
has poenCd us ! ' " 

The perception of the ludicrous generally accompanies 
the perception of the sublime. In like manner, a sadnoal 
tendency is not unfrequendy found conjoined with great 
generosity and tenderness. Of this spirit Wilson partook 
to a certain extent; and in hours of tboughdess and 
exuberant glee, occasionally indulged it for the amusement 
of his friends. Some, however, of darker spirit, as is 
generally believed, instigated Wilson, in an evil hour^ to 
write a piece of severe personal satire against a respectaUe 
individual in Paisley, at whose instance he was prosecHted 

« Cromek gives a different renion of this incident, and attribntes 
tile termination of all interconrse between the two poets to WilMii!i 
enTyofBoms. This being shewn to Wilson, by one of liis Ameriean 
friends, be rebutted the iijJuriDUB imputation in ths most decided 
terms. 
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lf%£9re tibe sheriff, imprisoned, and compelled publicly to 
Imm the offensive poem» That, in writing it, he acted 
«8 the tool of others, not from any malignant feelings in 
hifnwelf, is evident from his subsequent conduct Before 
kftving Paisley for America, he waited on some whom he 
had satirized, and requested forgiveness for any uneasiness 
wMch his writings might have occasioned. Many years 
afterwards — a short time before his death — he invited his 
brother David to join him in America. David went 
aeeording^y, taking with . him copies of all the poet's 
satirical pieces, which he had carefully collected, thinking, 
probably, that they would be received as an acceptable 
present. But Wilson, the instant they were produced, 
threw them into the fire, saying, << These were the sins 
of ray youth ; and, had I taken my good old father's' 
advice, they never would have seen the light." 

This unfortunate event seems to have had some effect 
in slackening the ties which bound Wilson to his native 
oountry. There were also other causes at work* The 
Fzendi Revolution was at that time awaking the hopes or 
the fears of all who saw in it, either the commencement 
of a new and glorious era of political freedom, or, as it 
finally proved, of a period of anarchy and bloodshed. 
Wflaon, like many other ardent-minded men, beheld it in 
tiie former aspect, and rapturously hailed its appearance* 
fie associated himself with those who entitled themselves 
the Friends of the People; and, as his conduct had 
leeently given umbrage to those in power, he was marked 
as ft dangerous character. In this condition, foiled in his 
dButs to acquire a poet's name ; depressed by poverty ; 
hatied by those who had smarted beneath his lash ; and 
avapeeted on account of his politics ; it is not to be 
wondered at, that Wilson listened willingly to the flatter- 
ing accounts regarding America, and speedily resolved 
to tetk that abode of Utopian excellence. This Jresolu* 
lion iras the more easily adopted, that he had never 
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yielded to the soft but potent 99wa&gBtf of lofc* ii 
this respect he is almost alone among the wmnm^kmtM 
sons of song. Rarely does he write of love ; aadp wham 
he does, it is like a man who might have thought abovt 
it, as about any other interesting mental phenomaMn, 
but had ne?er experienced its sabdiiiag power. It k said 
that he kept up a sort of Platonic ■attachment wtd 
correspondence with a young lady of some rank and accom- 
plishments, but never went beyond die nsual langnagis of 
sentimental courtesy, and laid it easily aside the momert 
that his mind became fixed on emigration. 

Various schemes crossed his mind as to the mode of 
earning a livelihood in America; and, among other% 
one seems to have been, to qualify himself, by ft 
ledge of writing and arithmetic, for entering into 
mercantile occupation. With this view, early in the 
year 1794, he applied to a friend, who at that time kept 
a school, to have himself taught these bnmdiei of 
education ; but, after one day's study, departed; nor, till 
several months had elapsed, did he return, and then 
only to bid a final &rewell. This sudden change of 
mind has generally been attributed to his restlcM 
instability of purpose ; and brought forward as a parallel 
to the story whidi Burns tells oif his own mathematical 
studies. A more correct view of the afl^ is gifen by 
one of his American friends, who must have had it final 
himself: When he finally determined on emigration, ht 
was not possessed of funds sufficient to pay his passagb 
In order to surmount that obstade, he adopted a plaa 
of extreme diligence at the loom, and rigid pefaonal 
economy ; by which means he amassed the necessary sobl 
After living fi>r a period of four months, at the rate ai 
one MUng per week, he paid farewell visits to several of 
his most intimate firiends, among others, to the atore* 
meatioiied teacher, retraced some of his old fiivoiiritt 
haunts, and» biddiqg a last adieu to his native hmdt set^wt 
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en ^DOt for Port-Patrick. Thence he sailed to Belfast 
Mliefauid, and there embarked as a deck-passenger, on 
board an American ship bound to Newcastle, in the State 
of Delaware. 

I He arrived in America on the 14th of July, 1794, with 
«o specific object in view, without a single letter of intro- 
dactioo, and with only a few shillings in his pocket. 
-But every care was forgotten in his transport at finding 
iiimself in what he fondly deemed the land of freedom. 
Impatient to set his foot on the soil of the New World, 
he landed at Newcastle, and, with his fowling-piece in his 
hand, directed his course towards Philadelphia, distant 
.about thirty-three miles, highly delighted with the aspect 
of tlie country, and the plumage of the birds, to which 
his attention was strongly directed by what may be termed 
die instinct of his genius. It is not unworthy of remark, 
that his- first act in America was shooting a bird of the 
fed-headed woodpecker species, as if thus already begin- 
nmg hifi career as the American Ornithologist. 
' On arriving at Philadelphia, he made himself known 
to an expatriated countryman, a copperplate printer, and 
wrooght for a few weeks at this new species of occupa* 
tion. This, however, he soon relinquished, and resumed 
the' trade of weaving, first at Pennypack, then in Virginia, 
and again in Penn3rpack. In the autumn of 1795, be 
^sorted for a short time to his former occupation of 
pedlar, and traversed a considerable part of the State of 
Nisw Jersey, meeting with greater success than in Scot* 
lood. During this excursion, he kept a diary, as he had 
lorsieriy done in Scotland, written with great care, and 
abounding with acute observations on the manners of the 
pCN^le, notices of the principal natural productions, and 
akelebes of the indigenous quadrupeds and birds. 

JSaKj and severe as must have been the difficulties 
wM'^hieh Wilson had to struggle upon his arrival, his 
VHUHSUB'tdr his friends are full of encomiums upon every 

c 
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thing American,— -a good deal, perhaps, upon the pnDciple 
of the fox who had loet his taiL His first letter, dated July, 
1794, contains the following observations :«—'< Bat kt 
no man, who is stout or healthy, and has a mind to ooine 
to this country, be disoouroged. If he is a wearer, and oent 
get employment at his own business, there are a thou- 
sand other offers, where he will save, at least, m maiA. 
as he can in Scotland, and live ten times better. Wheee 
I am at present, which is eleven miles to the nortfaeatt 
-of Philadelphia, nobody could wish for a mote agreenUe 
spot. Fruit of almost every kind, peaches, apples, walnulB, 
wild grapes, I can pull at pleasure, by only walking a 
short stone's-throw from the house, and these not endooed 
by high walls, and guarded by traps and mastiflfe.** Neit 
year he again reverts to the same subject : — ^< Assuie aU 
my friends that this is a good country* The transplanting 
a tree or iiower checks its growth for a litde ; but kl 
them persevere, and they will finally prosper, be ind^seo- 
dent, and wealthy and happy if they will. When I look 
round me here on the abundance which every one enjoys, 
— when I see them sit down to a table loaded with 
roasted, boiled, fruits of different kinds, and plenty of 
good cider, and this mily the common fare of the common 
people, I think on my poor ooimtrymen, and cannot help 
feeling sorrowfol at the contrast." 

On returning from his travels in New Jersey, he 
abandoned, finally, his old employments of weaver and 
pedlar, and betook himself to the not less laborious, bat 
more refined one, of schoolmaster. It cannot be supposed 
■that this was an occupation to which his previous un- 
settled manner of life had given him any predilection ; yet 
the opportunities it presented of prosecuting his studies 
must have recommended it powerfully to one whose chief 
enjojrments had always been mental. Being dissatisfied 
with the situation of his first school, near FranldM, 
in Pennsylvania, he removed to Milestown, and taught 
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im the schoi^oiise of that village. Here he remaiiiedL 
igr ^mmeal years, in the faiitblul discharge of bis profes- 
sional duties, and the assiduous culture of several branches 
v£ laarniag, which he had not previously feund oppor- 
$matfto pursue with any steadiness or method. A port 
«f ins leisure was employed in surveying land for the 
Ikrm eft , by which he earned a small additicmal income. -7 ^U 
'Im tins period, he performed, en foot, in jTwenty-eight '^ 
ittym, a journey <of nearly eight hundred miles, into the / 
Stete of New York, for the purpose of visiting and 
a farafly of relatives, from Scotland. This 
proves the strength at once of his affection, and 
^liis perseverance. Nor was it only to brother emigrants 
llMt his friendly oases were extended ; his heart had not 
cessed to beat warmly and truly for those he had left in 
ids <* fiur fiither-land." In a letter to his father, dated 
&0111 Milestown, Philadelphia, August, 1798, after 
ilitnag a view of the state of politics, and a sketch of 
the maimers of those among whom he resided, he thus 
pioeeeds: — ^ I should be very happy, dear parents, 
tshewr^rom you, and how my brother and sisters are. 
I hope Pavid will be a good lad, and take his fatherls 
dhrioe in«very difficulty. If he does, I can tell him he will 
•0feff= repent it ; if he does not, he may regret it bitterly 
^sitk tears. This is the advice of a brother, with whom 
lie hsB not yet had time to be much acquainted, but who 
lores him sincerely. I should wish also, that he would 
to improve himself in some useful parts of 
^y to read books of information and taste, without 
, man,.in any country, is but a clodpole ; but, beyond 
thing eke, let him cherish the deepest gratitude to 
God, and affectionate respect for his parents. I have 
^bought it my duty, David, to recommend these amiable 
-^jitaes to you, because I am your brother, and very 
ffofanbly I may never see you. In the experience I have 
.iHd-anMog nuB^indi I can assure you, that such conduct 
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will secure, you many friends, and support you under your 
misfortunes ; for, if you live, you must meet with tbem— - 
they are the lot of life.*' 

Wilson next changed his residence at Milestown for 
the village of Bloomfield, New Jersey, where he had not 
long heen, when, ahout the beginning of the year 180^ he 
was induced to contract an engagement with the trustees 
of a seminary in the township of Kingsess, a short distance 
from Gray's Ferry, on the river Schuylkill, and about four 
miles from Philadelphia. This was the last and the most 
foitunate of his migrations ; it was the first step towards 
that path which was soon destined to lead him to 
eminence. It placed him in the immediate neighbour* 
hood, and gave him the intimacy, of men capable, both 
of appreciating his merits, and of lending him encourage 
ment and assistance — of such men as the botanist and 
naturalist, William Bartram, whose gardens opened to 
him a field of delightful instruction and enjoyment, and 
whose lessons and example animated and guided him in 
the study of nature ; and Mr Lawson, the engraver, from 
whose instructions he learned to delineate, with the 
pencil, those beautiful forms, which he so eloquent^ 
described with his pen. Mr Bartram, perceiving the bent 
of his friend's mind, and its congeniality to his own, took 
peciiliar delight in rendering every aid and encourage^ 
ment, both by his own instructions, and by putting into 
Wilson's hands some works on natural history, particularly 
those of Catesby and Edwards, While he perused these 
works with equal pleasure and attention, he began to 
detect various errors, such as must always abound in 
books whose authors rely, to any extent, on the reports of 
others, without personal investigation. 

Wilson's American biographer relates, that, about this 
time, his mind was subject to moments of deep despoi>- 
dency and depression, which his solitary mode of life 
t£nded to confirm. This he attributes to his being 
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^ iddicted to tbe writing of verses, and to music ; and 

that, being of a musing turn of mind, he had given way to 

those seductive feelings, which the charming scenery of 

the country, in a susceptible heart, never fails to awaken. ** 

An anecdote is related of his narrowly escaping from 

an accidental death by his own gun, during a ramble which 

be bad taken, to relieve his dejected mind ; and at ths 

tboiigfat of which he himself shuddered, lest it should have 

fabjected his memory to the imputation of suicide. ** £Db 

friends," continues the American Biographer, " perceiving 

tbe I danger of his situation, recommended the renouncing 

of poetry and the flute, and the substitution of the amuse- 

ment of drawing in their stead, as being most likely to 

restore the balance of his mind. For this end sketches of 

tbe human figure and landscapes were provided him ; but 

his attempts were so unpromising, that he threw them 

aside with disgust. Mr Bartram now advised a trial at 

Inrds ; and being tolerably skilful himself, exhibited bis 

portfolio, which was graced with many specimens from 

his own bands. The attempt was made, and succeeded 

beyond the expectation of Mr Wilson or that of his 

friends. There was a magic in the employment which 

aroused all the energies of his soul ; he saw, as it were^ 

di6 dayspring of a new creation ; and from being the 

bomble follower of his Instructors, he was soon qualified 

to lead the way in the charming art of imitating the works 

of tbe Great Original.** 

Now, we will admit, that this is a very pretty specimen 
of transatlantic magniloquence: and we are ready to 
accord all due praise to Messrs Bartram and Lawson for 
their benevolent attentions to our gifted countryman. But 
we do hold Wilson to have been made of sterner stuff 
than to have incurred any hazard of falling a victim to 
that " malady most incident to maids." We farther 
conceive, that little danger was to be apprehended from his 
being addicted to ** poetry, that loftiest mood of mind,** 
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ind to music, with its << stniinfi, wbich miglit eres^ ft 
soul under the ribs of death ;'^ and we would jut 
suggest, that these gentlemen did themselves, at least, as 
much service as they could do Wilson, in dius acquiriiig 
a claim to be connected with his name, and his impoisk- 
able reputation. If we allow ourselves to reo^ect tbal 
he vi^as kept in constant thraldom to the drudgeries of a 
school, depressed by penury, and tasking his powers «o 
their utmost stretch in unremitting studj^ for his «fwn 
improvement, we may easily account for that le^y 
lassitude, which occasionally threw a shade of Ytangnet 
and melancholy over his mind. For, when the bodily 
powers are outworn, there invariably follows a tendency 
to mental depression ; so close is the connection, so 
intimate the sympathy, between the body and the mind. 

Wilson's letters to his nephew, W. Duncan, then residing 
on a farm, their joint property, in the State of New York, 
shew both the cause of his incessant toil, and the spirit 
with which he bore it. The following extracts relate to 
this subject : — 

" My dear friend and nephew, I wish you could find 
a leisure hour in the evening to give tbe children, particu- 
larly Mary, some instruction in reading, and Alexander in 
writing and accounts. Don't be discouraged though they 
make but slow progress in both, but persevere a little 
every evening. I think you can hardly employ an hour 
at night to better purpose. And make James read every 
convenient opportunity. If I live to come up beside you, 
I shall take that burden off your shoulders. Be the con- 
stant friend and counsellor of your little colony, to assist 
them in their difficulties, encourage them in their despond- 
encies, to make them as happy as circumstances wiH 
enable you. A mother, brothers, and sisters, in a foreign 
country, looking up to you as their best friend and sup- 
porter, places you in a dignified point of view. Tbe 
future remembrance of your kind duty to. them now, will,' 
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iir ilbe Iwiir of your awn distress, be as a healing angel of 
peac» to your inind. Do every thing possible to make 
yimr house oomfortable ; fortiiy the garristm in every 
point ; stop every crevice that may let in that chilling 
devil, the roaring, blusteiing northwest ; heap up fires b|g 
coMNigh io9 an Indian war-^east ; keep the flour-barrel fiill ; 
bake loaves like Hamles Head ;* make the loom thunder^ 
and the pot boil, and 3Four snug.little cabin re-echo nothing 
but seunda of domestic felicity. I will write you the 
moment I hear of Gieorge. I shall do every thing I have 
said to you, and never lose sight of the 18th of March ; 
£or wfaidi purpose I shall keep night school this winter, 
and ratahi every £uthing but what necessity requires — 
depend upon ine. These are the outlines of my plan. If 
healdt stand it, all will be well ; if not, we cannot help it.*' 
^ I succeed tolerably well; and seem to gain in the 
esteem of the people about I am glad of it, because I 
hope It will put it in my power to clear the road a little 
hefcxre you, and banish despondence from the heart of my 
dearest friend. Be assured that I will ever as cheerfully 
cxmtiibute to your relief in difficulties, as I will rejoice 
witiii you in prosperity. But we have nothing to fear. 
One hundred bushels of wheat, to be sure, is no great 
OMixketing; hut has it not been expended in the support 
c£ » Biother, and infant brothers and sisters, thrown upon 
your bounty in a foreign country ? Robert Bums, when 
the mice nibbled away his corn, said : 

111 get a blessin' wi* the lave, 

And never miss*t. 

Where he expected one, you. may a thousand. Robi% 
I^ his own confession, ploughed up his mice out of * ha' 
and hame.^ You have built for your little wanderers a 
' -eozie Ineld,' where none dare molest them* There is 

• The nave of a rock near Paisley. 
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more true neatness in the affectionate eliertioiis wlddft 
you have made for their subsistenee and support, thaa the 
bloody catalogue of heroes can boast of. Your own heut 
will speak peace and satisfaction to you, to the last monmnt 
of your life, for every amdety you haye felt on their accoont.* 
The temporary depression in which these difficulties 
involved him was but the precursor to a period of 
energetic and triumphant activity, — as the hour inune-i> 
diately before the dawn is the chillest and the darkest 
of all that own the sway of night. As he proceeded in. 
his studies and his attempts at drawing, his knowledge 
and his love of Ornithology increased ; and at length be 
resolved to devote himself to it entirely, and to form a 
collection, at whatever hazard, as he himself stated, *^ of 
all the birds in that part of North America." In a letter to 
Mr Bartram, he says, " I sometimes smile to think, that 
while others are immersed in deep schemes of speculation 
and aggrandizement, in building towns and purchasing 
plantations, I am entranced in contemplation over the 
plumage of a lark, or gazing, like a despairing lover, on 
the lineaments of an owl. While others are hoarding 
up their bags of money, without the power of enjoyisg 
it, I am collecting, without injuring my conscience, or 
wounding my peace of mind, those beautiful specimens of 
Nature's works that are for ever pleasing. I have hail 
live crows, hawks, and owls ; opossums, squirrels, snakes, 
lizards, &c. so that my room has sometimes reminded me 
of Noah's ark ; but Noah had a wife in one comer of it, 
and, in this particular, our parallel does not altogether 
tally. I receive every subject of natural history that is 
brought to me ; and, though they do not march into my 
ark from all quarters, as they did into that of our great 
ancestor, yet I find means, by the distribution of a few 
fivepenny bits, to make them find the way fast enough. 
A boy, not long ago, brought me a large basketful of 
crows* I expect his next load will be bull frogs, if I 
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dont soon issae orders to the contnuy. One of my boys 
caught 8 mouse in school, ft fiew days ago, and directly 
mnched up to me with his prisoner. I set about drawing 
it diat same evening ; and all the while the pantings of 
its little heart shewed it to be in the most extreme agonies 
of £ear, I had intended to kill it, in order to fix it in the 
daws, of a stuffed owl ; but, happening to spill a few drops 
o£ water near where it was tied, it lapped it up with such 
eagerness, and looked in my face with such an eye ot 
siqiplicating terror, as perfectly overcame me. I imme* 
diately untied it, and restored it to life and liberty. The 
agonies of a prisoner at the stake, while the fire and 
instruments of torment are preparing, could not be more 
severe than the sufferings of that poor mouse ; and, insig- 
nificant as the object was, I felt at that moment the sweet 
sensations that mercy leaves on the mind when she 
triumphs over cruelty." Writing to a friend in Paisley, in 
Jun^ 1803, he says, << Close application to the duties ot 
my profession, which I have followed since Nov. 1795^ 
has deeply injured my constitution; the more so, that 
my mnUing disposition was the worst calculated of any 
one's in the world for the austere regularity of a teacher's 
Ufe. I have had many pursuits since I left Scotland,— 
mathematics, the German language, music, drawing, See."! 
and I am now about to make a collection of all our finest 
birds.** These intentions were, after due deliberation in 
his own mind, submitted to his friends, Messrs Bartram 
and Lawson. The former expressed his confidence in 
the abilities and acquirements of Wilson ; but hinted his 
feaxs, that the difficulties which stood in the way of such 
an enterprize were too great to be overcome. Wilson 
was not to be intimidated, but had a ready answer to every 
objection of his cautious friend, who seems to have 
trembled lest his intemperate zeal should lead him into a 
dtuation» from the embarrassments of which he could not 
well be extricated. The latter approved of the undertakings 



bat observed, that thete were serend oeasidflfatiOiis 
whieh should have th«r weight before detemdaioy 
to enter upon an affair of so much impoctance. Veocedl 
that his friend would not enter into his views^ Wilsoi. 
expressed his scorn of the prudential maxims with whiek 
he was assailed, by styling them the maxime of a cold^ 
oakuUtint^ contemptible phhsophy^ Such was the enooa* 
ragement he met with from tkese^ his ^ guides,, philoso* 
phers, and friends,**^ to embark on his tdiUome and periloui 
undertaking, who seem never to have anticipated^, that 
what they recommended as a relaxation would.thus become 
the sole object of his pursuit : and such, as the event 
proved, was the erroneous estimate they formed of what 
mig^t, or might not be achieved, as is always the case 
when men of mediocrity, calculating by what they them* 
selves are able to perform, venture to estimate the powers, 
or direct the efforts of men of genius. 

In October, 1804, Wilson, accompanied by two friends, 
set out on a pedestrian journey to the far-&med Falls 
of Niagara. Arrived upon its banks, he gazed upon the 
wild and wondrous scene with an enthusiasm bordering 
upon distraction ; and ever after declared, that no language 
was forcible enough to convey an adequate idea of that 
magnificent cataract. The expedition having been com- 
menced too late in the season, our travellers were overtaken 
on their return by winter, and compelled to struggle on 
a considerable part of the way through snow midleg deep. 
One of his companions remained with his friends on the 
Cayuga lake ; the other availed himself of a more agree- 
able mode of travelling % but the hardy pride of Wilson 
would not permit him to be overcome by fatigue or 
difficulties. He held on his way, refusing to be relieved 
of his gun and baggage, and reached his home in the 
beginning of December, having been absent fifty-nine 
days, and having in that time traversed 1257 nules, of 
which he walked 47 the last dayw 
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Upon hk tetomf he annised btmself with writing a 
poetical nanatiTe of the joumej. This poem, entitled 
<* The Foresters," was published in the Portfolio, and 
afterwards in a separate form, with illustrative plates and 
notes. It is entirely descriptive ; and is decidedly supe- 
rior to any of a similar kind which he had written in 
fieotland, manifesling great improvement both in his taste 
nd bis power of composition, — the unsought, it may be, 
but sure fhdt of tlmse toilsome hours spent in his solitary 
iriuxily and in his ovm midnight studies. 

As specimens of this poem, we may give the following 



▲F08T&0PHE TO HOSPITALITY. 

Bltst Hospitality ! the poor man^s prido. 

The strangtr's guardian, comforter^ and guide ; 

Whoae cheering voice and sympathedc eye 

£ven angels honour as they hover nigh ; 

Confined (in mercy to our wandering race) 

To no one country, people, age, or place. 

But for the homeless and the exile lives. 

And smiles the sweeter still the more she gives. 

Oh ! if on earth one spot I e'er can claim, 

One humble dwelling, even without a name, 

So ihouy Uest spirit ! be my partner there, 

With sons of woe our little all to share ; 

Beside our fire the pilgrim's looks to see. 

That swim in moisture as he thinks on thee ; 

To hear his tales of wild woods wandering throiigh»< 

His ardent blessings as he bids adieu ; 

Then, let the selfish hug their gold divine. 

Ten thousand dearer pleasures shall be mine ! 

DESCBIFTION OF A RATTLESNAKE. 

Conscious of deadly power, he seem*d to say, 
" Pass on ; in peace let each pursue bis way ! '* 
But when the uplifted musket met his view. 
Sadden in sounding ooUi lus form he threw ; - 
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Fierce from tbe centre rose hit-flatten*d htaA, 
With quivering tongue, and eyes Of fiery red. 
And jaws distended vast, where threatening lay 
The fangs of death, in horrible array ; 
While poised above, invisible to view, 
His whizadng tail in swift vibration flew. 

In a letter to his father, written soon after bis return, 
after giving an accoont of his journey, he concludes in the 
following tender and affectionate manner : — " I have 
nothing more to say, but to wish you all the comforts that 
your great age, and reputable and industrious life truly 
merit. In my conduct to you I may have erred ; but my 
heart has ever preserved the ihost affectionate veneration 
for you, and I think on you frequently with tears. In a 
few years, if I live so long, I shall be placed in your 
situation, looking back on the giddy vanities of human 
life, and all my consolation in the hopes of a happy futo^ 
rity.'* The deep emotions awakened by the magnificent 
scene had but recalled those still deeper emotions, which 
were ever cherished in his affectionate heart. 

To his friend, Mr Bartram, he wrote immediately afVer 
his return ; which letter, as illustrative of the effect of his 
journey in modifying or confirming his views and feelings 
regarding his great undertaking, is exceedingly interesting. 

« Gray*8 Ferry, 15eA Decemhery 1804. 
** Dear Sir, — Though now snugly at home, looking 
back in recollection on the long, circuitous joumeyi which 
I have at length finished, through trackless snows, and 
uninhabited forests — over, stupendous mountains, mA 
down dangerous rivers — passing over, in a course of 1900 
miles, as great a variety of men and modes of living, as 
the same extent of country can ei^hibit in any part of 
North America; though in this tour I have bad every 
disadvantage of deep roads and rough weather — harried 
marches, and many other inconveniences to enecnpiter)-- 



ALEXA29DER WILSON. xK 

yet 80 far am I firom being satisfied with wliat I Lave 
seen, or discouraged by the fatigues which every traveller 
must submit to, that I feel more eager than ever to com- 
mence some more extensive expedition, where scenes and 
subjects, entirely new and generally unknown, might 
reward my curiosity; and where, perhaps, my humble 
acquisitions might add something to the stores of know^ 
ledge. For all the hazards and privations incident to such 
an undertaking, I feel confident in my own spirit and 
leaoltttion. With no family to enchain my afifections ; no 
ties but those of friendship ; with the most ardent love to 
my adopted country ; with a constitution which hardens 
amidst fiitigues ; and with a disposition sociable and open, 
which can find itself at home by an Indian fire in the 
depth of the woods, as well as in the best apartment of 
the civilized; for these, and some other reasons that 
inyite me away, I am determined to become a traveller. 
But I am miserably deficient in many acquirements abso^ 
lotdy necessary for such a character. Botany, mineralogy, 
and drawing, I most ardently wish to be instructed in. 
Cm I yet make any progress in botany, sufficient to enable 
Qie to be useful ? and what would be the most proper way 
to proceed ? I have many leisure moments that should 
be devoted to this pursuit, provided I could have hopes 
of succeeding. Your opinion on this subject will confer 
to additional obligation on your affectionate friend." 



This very striking display of some of the most charac- 
teristic qualities of Wilson's mind, — cool conception, and 
■cdenty indomitable resolution,*— must have satisfied his 
fikeods, that the suggestion of no prudential considerations 
was of the least avail to making him swerve from his 
porpoae* Their future efforts, accordingly, seem to have 
been directed chiefly towards lessening the difficulties 
which they foresaw, and endeavouring to promote those 
Tiewf which they wished, but were unable, to check, — for 
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the loBg up-pent current of Wikoti's genius bad now ftfimd 
its luttural cfaaimel, along whii^ it rushed, no longw !• 
be stopped 'or turned aside. Even tiiat sternest tens 
in the way of humble merit ^-poreEty --'was sow oko* 
borne by the might of strong determination ; Sotf at lQm 
time Ti^en the preceding letter was written, the whole 
amount of his funds was only seventy'fioe emts, «r Jbn^ 
fourths of a dollar I 

Being now a confirmed ormtbologist, his leisare houES 
were all devoted to that study, and to his own inqnove* 
m^it in drawing and colouring. In the iq>ring of 18(Us 
we £nd him sending copies of twenty-eight drawings of 
the birds to be found in Pennsylvania, or that occasioiiaHy 
pass through that country, to his friend, Mr BartiaDy 
requesting Ms criticisms or suggestions for the promotiai 
of his plan. In order, if possible, to abridge his 
he applied himself to acquire the art of etching, 
the instructions of Mr Lawson ; but, though he ezected 
every e£fort of his enthusiastic mind, his attempts Itll 
far short of his own ideas of excellence. He not 
endeavoured to prevail on Mr Lawson to engage in the 
work as a joint concern ; which, however, was dedinetL 
Finding his schemes thus baffled, Wilson declared, vriA. 
solemn emphasis, his unalterable resolution to prooeei 
alone in the undertaking, if it should cost him his .Ufa 
« I shall at least leave," continued he, << a small baacoi 
to point out where I perished." 

About the beginning of the year 1806, intimation was 
given, through the medium of the public press, that tiie 
President of the United States proposed to de^pat^^ 
parties of scientific men to explore the district of IjouU 
siana. This appeared to Wilson a favourable oppoctBk 
nity for the prosecution of his ornithological resaardieSi 
His hopes and wishes were communicated to Mr Bartiaai ; 
who not only cordially approved, but immediately wivte 
to Mr Jefferson, the President, with whom he happgnd 
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m tenni of intiiiMcy, mentioniiig Wilson's dedresy 
f Jus chaittoter mnd acquireaMnts, and strongly reoan^ 
Ag hini, «8 one eminently qwiMed to be employed 
t impoitant national enterpriae. In this reconunen*. 
' letter was enclosed an application £rom Wilson 
1;^ which we gire entire, as containing a complete 
yi bis extensile plans. 

Jffis Excellency Thomas Jefferson, President of 
the United States. 

•nt, — Having been engaged, these sereral years, in 
ting materials and furnishing drawings from nature^ 
he design of publishing a new Ornithology of the 
li States of America, so deficient in the works of 
by, Edwards, and other Eurc^eans, I have trarersed 
eater part of our northern and eastern districts, .and 
xdlected many birds undescribed by these naturalists, 
lids of one hundred engravings are completed ; and 
lates in folio already engraved. But as many bean- 
fibes frequent the Ohio, and the extensive country 
;h which it passes, that probably never visit the 
tic States ; and as faithful representations of these 
ily be taken from living nature, or from birds newly 
, I had planned an expedition down that river, from 
jurg to the Mississippi, thence to New Orleans, and 
itinue my researches by land in return to Philadel- 

I had engaged, as a companion and assistant, Mr 
lartFam of this place, whose knowledge of botany, as 
IS zoology, would have enabled me to make the best 
( voyage, and to collect many new specimens in botii 
departments. Sketches of these were to have been 

<m the spot ; and the subjects put in a state of 
rvation, to finish our drawings from, as time would 
it We intended to set out from Pittsburg about 
•ginmng of May ; and expected to reach New Qrieans 
ptnaber. 

1 
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** But my yenerable friend, Mr Bartraniy taking into 
more serious consideration his advanced age, being near 
seventy, and the weakness of his eyesight, and iqiprriwiw 
sive of his inability to encounter the fatigues and piivatioM 
unavoidable in so extensive a tour; and havings to my 
extreme regret, and the real loss of science, been imlwffBd 
to decline the journey, I had reluctantly abandoned the 
enterprize, and all hopes of accomplishing my purpose; 
till, hearing that your Excellency had it in contemplation 
to send travellers this ensuing summer up the Red River« 
the Arkansaw, and other tributary streams of the Miaai». 
sippi, and believing that my services might be of advantifs 
to some of these parties, in promoting your Excellency^ 
design, while the best opportunities would be afforded me 
of procuring subjects for the work which I have so niudi 
at heart, — under these impressions, I beg leave to offer 
myself for any of those expeditions ; and can be ready at 
a short notice to attend your Excellency's orders, 

** Accustomed to the hardships of travelling, — without 
a family, — and an enthusiast in the pursuit of natural 
history, I will devote my whole powers to merit your 
Excellency's approbation ; and ardently wish for an op- 
portunity of testifying the sincerity of my professiont, 
and the deep veneration with which I have the honour to 
be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Kinguss, 6th Feb. 1806. Alex. Wilson." 

To this manly and respectful application, Mr Jeffersoiw 

though possessing proofs of Wilson's talents and quali& 

cations, in some splendid drawings which had previously 

been sent him, forgetful alike of the duties of his station, 

and the common courtesies of life, returned not one word 

of reply. So much for the encouragement given by the 

highest person in the land of liberty to the cultivation 

of science and literature! It was right that Wibon, 

and with him the world, should see that a rqmUic^ if 
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It leleasei £n>m certain restmints, imposed by a diflSennt 
a tfUtf t are of society, and may therefore be supposed to gire 
fr fireer scope to the energies of individuals, is so cramped 
by the domination of a niggardly and parsimonious spirit^ 
that it can neither call them into action, nor recompense 
Ihflur exortions. If it affords ample space for genius to. 
rear its laurelled growth, it is ^e barren space of the 
SBody desert, where there flow no fertilizing rivers, and 
tiieredrop no refreshing dews. The truth iq)pears to be,' 
that where the honours of society are worn, there the orna- 
ments of society are most encouraged. And this much 
may be said, that if Wilson gained no advantage, Jefferson 
lost the opportunity of having won himself imperishable 
hoDOiir, by patronizing a man of true genius, of nature'fe 
ewB nobility — the high nobility of mind. 

JBb undeniable merit, however, had now become so. 

extensively known, as to relieve him firom the necessity 

of depending upon any man's patronage. Mr Bradford, 

bookseller, of Philadelphia, being about to publish a new 

oditioB of Rees*s New Cychpadia, Wilson was recom- 

manded to him, as one qualified to superintend the work, 

mdwas engaged at a liberal salary as assistant editor.' 

He was accordingly enabled to relinquish the toilsome and 

hmnsing life of a sdioolmaster, which he had so long 

led, and to devote his unfettered energies to his favourite 

pursuits. Not long after this engagement, he unfolded to 

Mr Bradford his views on the subject of an American 

OnaAoiogy ; and exhibited such evidence of his ability 

to execute the work, that Mr Bradford promptly agreed 

ts take upon himself the risk of publishing it. And now, 

itkst» Wilson found those obstructions entirely removed 

idueh had so long opposed his fiivourite enterprize. Ta 

Ui editorial duties, and to the prosecution of his chosen 

ilndy, he applied with unremitting assiduity, scarcely 

ittofwiog himself a moment's relaxation ; tUl, finding his 

knllii mffiezing, he indulged himself in a pedestrian 

d 
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excursion through a part of Peimsylvania. Even during. 
this pleasure tour» however, he never lost sight of hii- 
grand undertaking, but employed himself in collecting new 
specimens, and procuring additional information. This 
took place in the autumn of 1807 ; and, on his return, 
he resumed his labours with fresh ardour, devoting eveiy 
spare hour to the prosecution of his great work. 

The following extract furnishes a specimen of the- 
manner in which Wilson prosecuted his researches :-~ 

" I started this morning, by peep of day, with my giui^ 
for the purpose of shooting a nuthatch. After jumping 
a hundred fences, and getting over the ankles in mud, 
(for I had put on my shoes for lightness,) I found myself 
almost at the junction of the Schuylkill and Delaware, 
without success, there being hardly half an acre of wood-' 
land in the whole neck, and the nuthatch generally frequents 
large-timbered woods. I returned home at eight o'clock, 
after getting completely wet, and in a profuse perspira- 
tion, which, contrary to the maxims of the doctors, haa 
done me a great deal of good ; and I intend to repeat the 
dose, except that I shall leave out the ingredient of the 
wet feet, if otherwise convenient. Were I to prescribe 
such a remedy to Lawson, he would be ready to think me 
mad. Moderate, nay, even pretty severe exercise, is the 
best medicine in the world for sedentary people, and 
ought not to be neglected on any account." 

'< At length," says his American biographer, *' in tb6 
month of September, 1808, the first volume of the Ameri- 
can Ornithology made its appearance. From the date of 
the arrangement with the publisher, a prospectus had been 
issued, wherein the nature and intended execution of the 
work were specified. But yet no one appeared to enter* 
tain an adequate idea of the treat which was about to be 
afforded to the lovers of the fine arts and of elegant 
literature: and when the superb volume was presented 
to the public, their delight was equalled only by tMr 
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itomshmebt that America, a^ yet in its 'infancy, should 
ffoduce an original work in science, which could vie in 
'M essentials with the proudest productions of a similai 
■tiffe of the European world.** 

la a letter to his father, not hitherto published, which 
Bcompanied a copy of his first volume, he says: — 

Mr David Brown having informed me of his intention 
f sailing for Scotland, I have transmitted to you by 
im the first volume of my American Ornithology, just 
sUishing, and shall, if I live to finish it, send you 
igolarly the remaining nine volumes as they appear. 
B giving existence to this work, I have expended all 

have been saving since my arrival in America. I 
sre also visited every town within 150 miles of tlM 
Ltlantic coast, from the river St Lawrence to St Augus- 
ne in Florida. Whether I shall be able to realize a 
Mtune by this publication, or receive first costs, or suffer 
le sacrifice of my little all, is yet doubtful. I met with 

most honourable reception among many of the first 
baraStrters in the United States, and have collected such 
Bass of information on this branch of natural history, 
• will entitle the work to the merit of originality at 



n 



The conclusion of this letter is exceedingly interesting 
or the beautiful touches of natural feeling and afifection 
rhich it expresses. After desiring to be remembered to 
ome of his old companions, he sa3rs, <* I shall most probably 
ever see either them or any of my friends in Paisley 
oore; but, 

While remembrance* power remains. 
Those native scenes shall meet ipy view : 

Dear, long-lost friends, on foreign plains 

1*11 sigh, and shed a tear for you. * 

^ I would willingly give a hundred dollars to spend a 
Mr days with you all in Paisley : but, like a true bird of 
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pawnge, I wcnild again wing my way across the WMlalit 
waste of waters to the peaceM and bappy regioiM <al 
America* What has become of David, that I never ^lieii 
from him ? Let me know, my dear father, how jtm llvi^ 
and how you enjoy your health at your advanced age; I 
trust the publication I have now commenced, and whidt 
has procured for me reputation and respect, will afiro' 
enable me to contribute to your independence and comftirt^- 
in return for what I owe to you. To my stepmother^ 
sisters, brothers, and friends, I beg to be remembered 
affecdonately." 

In the latter part of September, 1808> Wilson set o«t 
on a journey to the eastward, to exhibit his book^ and 
procure subscribers ; and, during the succee^ng winter 
and spring, he visited the Southern States. This was 
almost a renewal of the adventures of his youth, when he 
traversed Scotland with the prospectus of his poems ^ 
and, frx>m his journal, which he kept as formeriy, it 
appears that the treatment he met with was scarcely 
more encouraging; and that the character of the man 
himself had experienced no other change than may be 
attributed to the prudence and firmness of maturer years,^ 
and to his enlarged acquirements. Amid numberies9 
disappointments which he again experienced, his ardour 
continued unabated ; and, as this part of his history can 
be best told by a series of extracts from his own letters^ 
we proceed to lay these before our readers. In a lettef* 
to a friend, dated Boston, October, 1808, he says, — 

" I have purposely avoided saying any thing, either 
good or bad, on the encouragement I have met witiu 
I shall only say, that among the many thousands who 
have examined my book, — and among these were men 
of the first character for taste and literature, — I hav« 
heard nothing but expressions of the highest admiration 
and esteem. If I have been mistaken in piibHshin|^ i 
work too good for the country, it is a UxXt not UM^ii 
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1M ^ 10011 repestedy and will pr6tt}r seyerely eorrtet itidf. 
9ttt^ wliateyer may be the result of these matters, I shall 
9(0t sit down with folded hands, whilst any thing can he 
done to csny my point, since God helps them who help 
fhemflelyes. I am fixing correspondents in eyery comer 
^ tliese northern regions, like so many pickets and out- 
poets ^ 80 that scarcely a wren or tU shall be able to pass 
alooig^ from York to Canada but I shall get intelligence 
^it." 

From other letters, we glean the following extracts, 
describiiig, in a mingled vein of pleasantry and sarcasm, 
. hii yarious journeys during the autumn, winter, and spring 
«f i806^9:^ 

♦* At Princetown I bade my fellow-traveller good-bye, 
«i I had to wait upon the reverend doctors of the college. 
X took my book under my arm, put several copies of the 
■ prospectus into my pocket, and walked up to this spacious 
atmctnary of literature. I could amuse you with some 
■of my reflecti<ms on this occasion; but room will not 
permit.'* 

** I spent nearly the whole of Saturday in Newark, where 
mj book attracted as many starers as a bear or a mammotii 
would have done ; and I arrived in New York the same 
^ifoujag^ The next day, I wrote a number of letters, 
enclosing copies of the prospectus, to different gentlemen 
iB-tawn. In the afternoon of Tuesday, I took my book, 
and waited on each of those gentlemen to whom I had 
written the preceding day. Among these I found some 
ia(^f^dsy bvt more admirers. The professors of Columbia 
0^1^^ . expressed much esteem for my performance. 
fhf^ pi^essor of languages, being a Scotchman, and also 
% lB\^ili(0B, seemed to feel all the pride of national partiality 
^.common to his countrymen; and would have done 
fpi^^Siq^^vour in his power. I spent the whole of this 
fprei^.prfiyeiceing the streets, from one particular house to 
WffWft ^iUt ^ belieye, I became almost as well known as 
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the public cri6r, or the clerk of the market, for I ooidd 
frequently perceive gentlemen point me out to others, as 
I passed with my book under my arm.** 

" On reaching Hartford, I waited on Mr G. a member 
of Congress, who recommended me to several others, 
particularly a Mr W. a gentleman of taste and fortune, 
who was extremely obliging. The publisher of a newt- 
paper here expressed the highest admiration of the work, 
and has since paid many handsome compliments to it m 
his publication, as three other editors did in New York* 
This is a species of currency that will neither purchase 
plates, nor pay the printer; but, nevertheless, it is grati- 
fying to the vanity of an author, — when nothing better 
can be got.** 

" I travelled on through New Hampshire, stopping at 
every place where I was likely to do any business ; and 
went as far east as Portland, in Maine> where I staid three 
days ; and, the supreme court being then sitting, I had an 
opportunity of seeing and conversing with people from 
the remotest boundaries of the United States in this 
quarter, and received much interesting information from 
them with regard to the birds that frequent these northern 
regions. From Portland, I directed my course across the 
country, among dreary, savageglens, and mountains covered 
with pines and hemlocks, amid whose black and half 
burnt trunks the everlasting rocks and stones, that cover 
this country, * grinned horribly.* One hundred and fiftyw 
seven miles brought me to Dartmouth College, New Hamp- 
shire, on the Vermont line. Here I paid my addresses 
to the reverend fathers of literature, and met with a kind 
and obliging reception. Dr Wheelock, the President, 
made me eat at his table, and the professors vied with 
each other to oblige me. 

** I expect to be in Albany in five days ; and, if thb 
legislature be sitting, I shall be detained perhaps thfeb 
days there. In eight days more, I hope to be in Phikk 
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idripbia. I have laboured with the zeal of a knight errant, 
m exhibiting this book of mine, wherever I went, travel? 
ling with it, like a beggar with his bantling, from town to 
town, and from one country to another. I have been 
loaded with praises, with compliments, and kindnesses, ^^^ 
shaken almost to pieces in stage coaches ; I have wandered 
imong strangers, hearing the same Oh's and Ah*s, and 
teiling the same story, a thousand times over : and for 
what ? Ay, that *s it ! You are very anxious to know, 
joid you shall know the whole when I reach Philadelphia.^ 

** While in New York, I had the curiosity to call on 
the celebrated author of the Rights of Man. He lives 
in Greenwich, a short way from the city. In the only 
decent apartment of a small, indifferent looking frame 
hooMe, I found this extraordinary man, sitting wrapt in a 
Bight gown, the table before him covered with newspapers, 
with pen and ink beside him. Paine's face would have 
excellently suited the character of Bardolph ; but the 
penetration and intelligence of his eye bespeak the man 
of genius and of the world. He complained to me of his 
inability to walk, an exercise he was formerly fond of; 
he examined my book, leaf by leaf, with great attention — 
desired me to put down his name as a subscriber ; and, 
after inquiring particularly for Mr P. and Mr B. wished 
to be remembered to both. 

** My journey through almost the whole of New 
England has rather lowered the Yankees in my esteem. 
Except a few neat academies, I found their schoolhouses 
equally ruinous and deserted with ours; fields covered 
with stones ; stone fences ; scrubby oaks, and pine trees ; 
wretched orchards ; scarcely one grain field in twenty 
Iniles ; the taverns along the road, dirty, and filled with 
loungers, brawling about lawsuits and politics ; the people 
snappish and extortioners, lazy, and two hundred years 
1y6hind the Pennsylvanians in agricultural improvements." 
• <* In Annapolis I peissed my book through both houses 
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of the legifllatnre : the wise men of Maiyland stare J iiii 
gaped, £rom bench to bench ; but, haying never iieari^f 
such a thing as one hundred and twenty dollars for a-bM^ 
the aym for subscribing were none ; and so it was onaadk 
mously determined in the negative. Nowise discoui^ed 
by this sage decision, I pursued my route throi^ ike 
tobacco fields, sloughs, and swamps of this illiterate oonnf 
o£ the State, to Washington, distant, thirty-eight milea ; 
and in my way opened fifty-five gates. I was forewarned 
that I should meet with many of these embarrasamettli^ 
and I opened twenty-two of them with all the patienee 
and philosophy I could muster ; but, when I still found 
them coming thicker and faster, my patience and pliilo* 
sophy both abandoned me, and I saluted every new gata 
(which obliged me to plunge into the mud to open it,) 
Mrith perhaps less Christian resignation than I ought to 
have done. The negroes there are very numerous, and 
most wretchedly clad : their whole covering, in many 
instances, assumes the i^pearance of neither coat, waisl-^ 
coat, nor breeches, but a motley mass of coarse, dirty 
woollen rags, of various colours, gathered up about them^ 
When I stopped at some of the negro huts to inquire the 
road, both men and women huddled up their filthy bundlea 
of rags around them, with both arms, in order to covet 
their nakedness, and came out, very civilly, to shew . 
me the way.** 

** I mentioned to you, in my last, that the streets of NoP» 
folk were in a most disgraceful state ; but I was infoniied» 
that, some time before, they had been much worse ; that 
at one time the news-carrier delivered his papers from a 
boat, which he poled along through the mire ; and that 
a party of sailors, having nothing better to do, actually 
lanched a ship's long boat into the streets, rowing tXofOg 
with four oars through the mud, while one stood at th» 
bow, heaving the lead, and singing out the depth.** 

<* The general features of North Carolina, wlMfol: 
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Ml ity are immenM, lolitarjr pine mvbiums, thioogh 
I the road winds among stagnant ponds, swaraing 
alligators, dark, sluggish creeks, of the ooloar of 
ft over which are thrown high wooden bridgea» 
at railings, and so crazy and rotten, as not only to 

cne*s horse, but also the rider, and to make it a 
r of thanksgiving with both, when they get fairly 
without going through ; enormous cypress swamps, 
« to a stranger, haTC a strikii^, desolate, and ruinous 
lanoe. Picture to yourself a forest of prodigious 
rising, as ttiick as they can grow, from a vast, flat, 
apenetrable morass, covered for ten feet from the 
d with reeds. The leafless limbs of the cjrpresses 
ithed with an extraordinary kind of moss, ( TiUandiia 
ide§f) from two to ten feet long, in such quantities^ 
ifty men might conceal themselves in one tree, 
ng in this country struck me with such surprise as 
rospect of several thousand acres of such timber, 
l» as it were, with many million tons of tow, waving 

wind. I attempted to penetrate several of these 
ps with my gim, in search of something new ; but, 
t in some chance places, I fouud it altogether imprao- 
5. I coasted along their borders, however, in many 
y and was surprised at the great profusion of ever* 
i, of numberless sorts, and a variety of berries that 
w nothing of. Here I found multitudes of birda» 
lever winter with us in Pennsylvania, living in 
anee.** 

From Wilmington I rode through sditary pine 
MS and cypress swamps as before ; sometimes thirty 
without seeing a but or human being. On arriving 

Wackamaw, Pedee, and Black River, I made long 
• among the rich nabobs, who live on their rice 
tions, amidst large villages of negro huts. One of 
gentlemen told me, that he had < something better 
ix hundred head of blacks ! "* 
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" On tbe commons, near Charleston, I presiddl at'ft 
singular feast : The company consisted of two hundnid 
and thirty-seven carrion crows, ( Vukur atraiua,) five <Jt 
six dogs, and myself, though I only kept order, and left 
the eating part entirely to the others. I sat so near to 
the dead horse, that my feet touched his ; and yet, at one 
time, I counted thirty-eight vultures on and within Imn, 
so that hardly an inch of his flesh could foe seen for them. 
Linnseus and others have confounded this vulture 'with 
the turkey buzzard ; but they are two very distinct spedes.** 

^ Having now visited all the towns within one hundred 
miles of the Atlantic, from Maine to Georgia, and done 
as much for this bantling book of mine, as ever author 
did for any progeny of his brain, I now turn my wishfid 
eye towards home. There is a charm, a melody, in this 
little word home, which only those know who have 
forsaken it to wander among strangers; exposed to 
dangers, fatigues, insults, and impositions, of a thousand 
nameless kinds. Perhaps I feel the force of this idee 
rather more at present than usual, being indisposed with 
a slight fever these three days, which a dose of sea 
sickness, will, I hope, rid me of.'* 

The second volume was published in January, 1810$ 
and, in the latter end of the same month, the indefatigable 
ornithologist set out for Pittsburg, on his route to New 
Orleans. After consulting with his friends on the most 
eligible mode of descending the Ohio, he resolved, con- 
trary to their dissuasions, to venture in a skiff by himself, 
considering this mode, with all its inconveniencies, as best 
suited to his funds, and most favourable to his researches. 
Accordingly, on the 24th of February, he embarked in 
his little boat, and bade adieu to Pittsburg. 

The difficulties which he had to encounter were suck 
as, to a less enterprising traveller, would have beea 
insurmountable ; added to which, he had a severe attadc 
of dysentery, and was compelled to prosecute his journey 
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4iotwitb8taiiding his painfiil and weakened condition. An 
Indian, having been made acqiuunted with his situation, 
recommended the eating of strawberries, which were then 
fttUj ripe, and in great abundance. On this delightful 
.fruit, and newly laid eggs alone, he lived for several days ; 
and he attributed his restoration to health to these simple 
remedies. 

The following series of extracts from letters to Mr 
Lawson will be found to contain -an exceedingly inter- 
esting account of this toilsome and hazardous journey : -« 

« Pittsburg, February 22, 1810. 

** Dear Sib, — - From this first stage of my ornitholo- 
gical pilgrimage, I sit down with pleasure to give you 
some account of my adventures since we parted. On 
airiving at Lancaster, I waited on the governor, secretary 
of state, and such other great folks as were likely to be 
useful to me. The governor received me with civility, 
passed some good-natured compliments on the volumes, 
and readily added his name to my list. He seems an 
active man, of plain good sense, and little ceremony. 
By Mr L. I was introduced to many members of both 
houses ; but I found them in general such a pitiful, 
squabbling, political mob ; so split up, and justling about 
•the mere formalities of legislation, without knowing any 
thing of its realities, that I abandoned them in disgusU 
I must, however, except from this censure a few intelligent 
individuals, friends to science, and possessed of taste, who 
treated me with great kindness. 

** Having a letter from Dr Muhlenberg to a clergyman 
in Hanover, I passed on through a well cultivated country, 
chiefly inhabited by Germans, to that place, where a 
certain judge took upon himself to say, that such a book 
m mine ought not to be encouraged, as it was not within 
the reach of the commonalty, and therefore inconsistent 
^nlb: our r^uUicaA institutions ! By the same mode of 
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reasoning, which I did not difpute, I undertook ta piove 
him a greater culprit than mys^, in erecting a large rlrgnif 
three-story brick house, so much beyond the reach of the 
commonalty, as he called them, and consequently gfosalgr^ 
contrary to our republican institutions. I hacaqgncd 
this Solomon of the bench more seriously . afterwaidiy 
pointing out to him the great influence of science «n m 
young rising nation like ours, and particularly the science 
of natural history, till he began to shew such symptoott 
e{ intellect as to seem ashamed of what he bad said.** . . . 

'< Gentlemen here assure me, that the road to Chilo- 
cothe is impassable on foot, by reason of the freshes. I 
have therefore resolved to nadgate myself in a small MS 
which I have bought, and named the Ornithologist, down 
to Cincinnati, a distance of five hundred and twenty-eight 
miles, intending to visit five or six towns that lie in my 
way. From Cincinnati I will cross over to the opposite 
shore, and, abandoning my boat, make my way to Leziiigu 
ton, where I expect to be ere your letter can reach that 
place. Were I to go by Ohilocothe, I should miss fife 
•towns as large as it. Some say that I ought not to attempt 
going down by myself — others think I may. I am detc»* 
mined to make the experiment, the expense of hiring a 
rower being considerable. As soon as the ice clears out of 
the Alleghany, and the weather will permit, I shall ahofe 
ciS, having every thing in readiness. I have ransaeksd 
the woods and fields here, without finding a single bmi 
new to me, or indeed any thing but a few snow birds and 
sparrows. I expect to have something interesting li 
communicate in my next.** 

** Having now reached the second stage of ny bivi. 
catching expedition, I willingly sit down to give you aane 
account of my adventures and remarks since Imkviug 
Pittsburg : by the aid of a good map, and year imimI 
stodL of patience, you will be able to listen to my storfi- 
and trace all my wanderings. Though genenUy 
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kom Tenturir by mys^ on eo long a voyage down tha 
Wo in an open MfC, I eoniddered this mode, with all 
tiVieoiiTeniences, as the most fayomable to my researches, • 
oii the most suitaUe to my funds; and I determined 
iBBflgdingly. Two days before my departure, the Alleghany 
ioBt was one wide torrent of broken ice, and I calculated 
m eip^iendng considerable difficulties on this score* 
Ify stock of provisions consisted of some biscuit and. 
ihounn, and a bottle of cordial, presented me by a gende- 
nan of Pittsburg ; my gun, trunk, and great coat occupied 
mt mid of the boat ; I had a small tin, occasionally to 
lale her, and to take my beveiBge from the Ohio with ; 
and, bidding adieu to the smoky confines of Pitt» I 
■adied into the stream, and soon winded away among 
tiie hilla that every where enclose this noUe river. The 
ircather was warm and serene, and the river, like a 
■icrar, except where floating masses of ice spotted ita 
nnrfiice, and which required some care to steer clear of; 
nt these, to my surprise, in less than a day*s sailings 
otaUy disappeared. Far from being concerned at my 
lew situation, I felt my heart expand with joy at the 
Mvdties which surrounded me ; I listened with pleasvre 
» the whistling of the red bird on the banks as I passed, 
ad contemplated the forest scenery, as it receded, with 
ifnr^^g delight. The smoke of the numerous sugar 
xrapa, rising lazily among the mountains, gave great 
Act to the varying landscape ; and the grotesque log 
adans, that here and there opened firom the woods, were 
ifipiwiali^ into mere dog-Jiouses by the sublimity of the 
mpending mountains. If you suppose to yourself two 
iSBttd ranges of forest covered hills, whose irregular 
wwnitB are seldom more than three or four miles apart^ 
HBodiBg through an immense extent of country, and 
SMkisiBg a river half a mile wide, which alternately 
yMhw the steep declivity on one aide, and leaves a ridb, 
hMil^liid- bottom ob the oltar, of a. mile or so in breadth. 
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you will have a pretty correct idea of the appearance'oC 
the Ohio. The hanks of thesie rich flats are firom twenty 
to sixty and eighty feet high ; and even these last were 
within a few feet of heing overflowed in December, 1808b 

" I now stripped with alacrity to my new avocatioiu 
The current went about two and a half miles an hour, 
and I added about three and a half miles more to the 
boat*s way with my oars. 

*< I rowed twenty odd miles the flrst spell, and found 
I should be able to stand it perfectly well. About an 
hour after night, I put up at a miserable cabin, fifty-two 
miles from Pittsburg, where I slept on what I supposed 
to be com stalks, or something worse ; so, preferring the 
smooth bosom of the Ohio to this brush heap, I got up 
long before day, and, being under no apprehension cMf 
losing my way, I again pushed out into the stream. The 
landscape on each side lay in one mass of shade ; but 
the grandeur of the projecting headlands and vanishing 
points, or lines, was charmingly reflected in the smooth 
glassy surface below. I could only discover when I was 
passing a clearing by the crowing of cocks, and now and 
then, in more solitary places, the big homed owl made a 
most hideous hollowing, that echoed among the mountains. 
In this lonesome manner, with full leisure for observation 
and reflection, exposed to hardships all day, and hard 
berths all night, to storms of rain, hail, and snow — for it 
froze severely almost every night •>- 1 persevered, from tlie 
24th of Febmary to Sunday evening, March 17, when I 
moored my skiff safely in Bear Grass Creek, at the rapids 
of the Ohio, after a voyage of seven hundred and twenty 
miles. My hands suffered the most ; and it will be some 
weeks yet before they recover their former feeling and 
flexibility. It would be the task of a month to detail all 
the particulars of my numerous excursions, in every 
direction, from the river. In Stubenville, Charlestown, 
and Wheeling, I found some friends. At Marietta^ I 



ALEXANDER WILSON. luC 

wit^d the celebrated remains of Indian fortifications, as 
they are improperly called, which cover a large space of 
ground on the banks of the Muskinguni. Seventy mile» 
above this, at a place called Big Grave Creek, I examined 
some extraordinary remains of the same kind there. The 
Big Grave is three hundred paces round at the base, 
seventy feet perpendicular, and the top, which is about 
fifty feet over, has sunk in, forming a regular concavity, 
three or four feet deep. This tumulus is in the form of 
a cone, and the whole, as well as its immediate neighbour- 
hood, is covered with a venerable growth of forest, four 
or five hundred years old, which gives it a most singular 
^>pearance.'* 

^ On Monday, March 5, about ten miles below the 
mouth of the Great Sciota, where I saw the first flock of 
paroquets, I encountered a violent storm of wind and 
ndn, which changed to hail and snow, blowing down trees 
and limbs in all directions, so that, for immediate preser- 
vation, I was obliged to steer out into the river, which 
joUed and foamed like a sea, and filled my boat nearly 
half full of water ; and it was with the greatest difficulty 
I could make the least head way. It continued to snow 
violently until dusk, when I at length made good my 
landing, at a place on the Kentucky shore, where I 
had perceived a cabin ; and here I spent the evening 
in learning the art and mystery of bear-treeing, wolf- 
tnqpping, and wild-cat-hunting, from an old professor. 
But, notwithstanding the skill of this great master, the 
eoimtry here is swarming \\dth wolves and wild cats, black 
and brown ; according to this hunter's own confession, he 
had lost sixty pigs since Christmas last, and all night 
lopgt the distant howling of the wolves kept the dogs in 
a perpetual uproar of barking. This man was one of 
those people called squatters, who neither pay rent nor 
fVfm landy but keep roving on the frontiers, advancing as^ 
ithjU^tida of dyilized population approaches. They are the 
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immediate, snccesson of the ssvagcs, and £tf Mowr ■ 
in good sense and good manners, as well as comfortiUi 
accommodations. . An engraved representation of one 441 
their cabins would form a striking embellishment to Um* 
pages of the PortfoSof as a specimen of the first ofder ol 
American architecture.** 

*< In the afternoon of the 15th, I entered Big Booai 
Creek, which being passable only about a quarter of a' 
mile, I secured my boat, and left my baggage under die 
care of a decent family near, and set out on foot fifo 
miles through the woods for the Big Bone Lick, dnti 
great antediluvian rendezvous of the American elephantiu'' 
This place, which lies < far in the windings of a sheltered 
vale,* afforded me a fund of amusement in shooting dudn 
and paroquets, (of which last I skinned twelve, and brought 
off two slightly wounded,) and in examining the andeat 
buffalo roads to this great licking place. Mr ColquhonUf 
the proprietor, was not at home; but his agent 
manager entertained me as well as he was able, and 
much amused with my enthusiasm. This place is a Ump 
valley, every where surrounded by high hills ; in the 
centre, by the side of the creek, is a quagmire of near an 
acre, from which, and another smaller one below, tW 
chief part of these large bones have been taken ; at tto 
latter places, I found numerous fragments of large bon« 
lying scattered about. In pursuing a wounded duck acrow 
this quagmire, I had nearly deposited my carcass 
the grand congregation of mammoths below, having 
up to the middle, and bad hard struggling to get out.** > 

« On Friday the 24th, I left my baggage wiA i 
merdiant of the place [Louisville], to be forwarded by the 
first wagon, and set out on foot for Lexington, seventjF- 
two miles distant. 

" Walking here in wet weather is most exeerable, ani 
is like travelling on soft soap ; a few days of warn 
Wither hardens this again almost into stone. Wmmt^ 

2 
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hndjget iM the greatest inconvenience to a foot trareUer 
htn. Between Shelbyville and Frankfort, having gone 
eat of my way to tee a pigeon roost, (which, by the bye^ 
ia ^e greatest curiosity I havQ seen since leaving home,) 
I waded a deep creek called Benson, nine or ten times. 
I spent several days in Frankfort, and in rambling among 
tiie stupendous cliffs of Kentucky river« On Thursday 
evening I entered Lexington. 

M Xb descending the Ohio, I amused myself with a 
poetical narrative of my expedition, which I have called 
* Tke PUgrimi* an extract from which shall close thia 
lene^and I am afraid, tiresome letter." 

M In the woods, [near the banks of the Green river,] I met 
a soldier, on foot, from New Orleans, who had been robbed 
and plundered by the Chactaws, as he passed through 
their nation. ' Thirteen or fourteen Indians,* said he, ' sur« 
rounded me* before I vras aware, cut away my canteen, 
tore off my hat, took the handkerchief from my neck, and 
the ahoes from my feet, and all the money I had from me» 
which was about forty-five dollars.' Such was his story. 
He wae going to Chilocothe, and seemed pretty nearly 
done up. In the afternoon I crossed another stream, oi 
sboat twenty-five yards in width, called Little Barren ; 
after which, the country began to assume a new and very 
singular appearance. The woods, which had hitherto 
been stately, now degenerated into mere scrubby saplings, 
OQ which not a bud was beginning to unfold, and grew so 
open* that I could see for a mile through them. No 
dead timber or rotten leaves were to be seen, but the 
i^iole fu» of the ground was covered with rich verdure, 
tnterapersed with a variety of very beautiful flowers, alto« 
gediecnew to me. It seemed as if the whole country 
had once been one general level; but that, from some 
onkDOWii cause, the ground had been undermined, and 
had -fiUlen in, in innumerable places, forming regular 
(uKml-elnped concavities, of all dimensions, from twenty 
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Ibet in diametet, and lix feet in depth, to fire handnd bjf 
fifty, the surface or recdure generaUj nnbrdcen. In mmm 
tracts, the surface was entirely destitute of treet> and tkt 
eye was presented with nothing but one general netf^ 
bourhood of these concavities, or, as they are usually 
called, sink-lM^es. At the centre, or bottom, of some 
of these, openings had been made for water. In seveial 
places these holes had broken in, on the sides, and eraii 
middle of the road, to an unknown depth ; presenting 
their grim mouths as if to swallow up the unwvy 
traveller. At the bottom of one of those declivitiai, at 
least fifty feet below the general level, a large rivulet aC 
pure water issued at once from the mouth of a cave about 
twelve feet wide and seven high. A number of veiy 
singular sweet smelling lichens grew over the entrano^ 
and a pewee had fixed her nest, like a little sentry-box, oaa 
projecting shelf of the rock above the water. The height 
and dimensions of the cave continued the same as fiur M 
I waded in, which might be thirty or forty yards ; but ths 
darkness became so great that I was forced to return. I 
observed numbers of small fish sporting about ; and I 
doubt not but these abound even in its utmost subteii»« 
nean recesses. The whole of this country, from Giwa 
to Red river, is hollowed out into these enormous cavvt p 
one of which, lately discovered in Warren county, aboot 
eight miles from the dripping spring, has been eiqilond 
for upwards of six miles, extending under the bed of tha 
Green river. The entrance to these caves generally 
mences at the bottom of a sink-hole, and many of 
are used by the inhabitants as cellars, or spring hotiM% 
having generally a spring or brook of clear water nwMMig 
through them. I descended into one of these, belonging, 
to a Mr Wood, accompanied by the proprietor^ who 
carried the light. At first, the darkness was so infMMi 
that I could scarcely see a few feet beyond the cireuB- 
fereace of the candle ; but, after being ui Sot Ayn or lix 
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rnhnrtaty die otjeetfl around me began to make tbmt 
tppmrmace more distinctly. The bottom, for fifteen or 
twentj yards at first, was so irregular that we had con- 
ftndy to climb over large masses of wet and slipperf 
TotkM. The roof rose in many places to the height of 
twenty or thirty feet, presenting all the most irregular 
pngeetions of sar£BK», and hanging in gloomy and silent 
bsmr. We passed numerous chambers, or offsets, which 
m did not explore ; and after three hours wandering in 
ttefw profound regions of gloom and silence, the particu- 
lars of which would detain me too long, I emerged, with 
a handkerchief filled with bats, including one which I have 
never seen described; and a number of extraordinary insects 
of the gr^lus tribe, with antennae upwards of six inches 
long, and which, I am persuaded, had never before seen 
the light of day, as they fled from it with seeming terror, 
mtd. I believe were as blind in it as their companions, the 
brts. Great quantities of native glauber salts are found 
in tfaeee caves, and are used by the country people in the 
■une mannei; and with equal effect, as those of the shops. 
Bat the principal production is saltpetre, which is procured 
frem die earth in great abundance. The cave in Warren 
e&uutj, above mentioned, has lately been sold for three 
thoonod dollaiB to a saltpetre company ; an individual 
•f whieh informed me that, from every appearance, this 
Mte had been known to the Indians many ages ago; 
■id kad evidently been used for the same purposes. At 
the distmee of more than a mile from the entrance, the 
party, on their first visit, found the roof bbck- 
ky smoke, and bundles of half burnt canes scattered 
A bark mockasin, of curious construction, besides 
other Indian articles, were found among the 
rtAbisk. The earth, also, lay piled in heaps, with great 
ifp dar ity, as if in preparation for extracting the saltpetre. 
** Notwithstanding the miserable appearance of the tim- 
hef iir these barrens, the soil, to my astonishment, produced 
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the most luxuriant fields of com and wheftt I hsd 
before met with. But one great disadirantage is the 
of water ; for the whole running streams, with whie 
surfaee of this country evidently once abounded^ 
been drained off to a great depths and now murmur ai 
these lower regions secluded from the day. One fore 
I rode nineteen miles without seeing water; whil 
faithful horse looked round, but in vain, at every he 
with a wishful and languishing eye, for that pre 
element These barrens furnished me with exa 
vport in shooting grouse, which aboimd here in 
numbers ; and in the delightful groves, that hen 
there rise majestically from these plains, I found 
new subjects for my Ornithology. I observed aU 
day, far to the right, a range of high, rocky, detached 
or knobs, as they are called, that skirt the barrens, 
they had been once the boundaries, of the great laki 
formerly covered this vast plain. These, I was 
abound with stone, coal, and copperas. I crossed 
Barren river in a ferry-boat, where it was about 
hundred yards wide ; and passed a small village < 
Bowling Green, near which I rode my horse up t 
summit of one of these high insulated rocky hil 
knobs, which overlooked an immense circumferen 
country, spreading around bare and leafless, except } 
the groves appeared, in which there is usually i 
Fifteen miles from this, induced by the novel cha 
of the country, I put up for several days at the hoi 
a pious and worthy presbyterian, whence I made c 
sions, in all directions, through the surrounding coi 
Between this and Red River the country had a bar 
desolate appearance. Caves continued to be nume 
and report made some of them places of concealmei 
the dead bodies of certain strangers who had disapp 
there. One of these lies near the banks of the 
River, and belongs to a person of the name of .i— 
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nian of notoriously bad cliaracter, and strongly suspected^ 
fen by his neighbours, of having committed a foul 
lorder of this kind, which was related to me, with all its 
miatie of horrors. As this man's house stands by ths 
Midside, I was induced by motives of curiosity to stop 
ad take a peep of hinu On my arrival I found two 
eraons in conversation under the piazza, one of whom 
iformed me that he was the landlord. He was a dark 
liilatto, radier above the common size, inclining tx> 
srpulency, with legs small in proportion to his size, and 
ralked lame. His countenance bespoke a soul capable of 
eeds of darkness. I had not been three minutes in com- 
any, when he invited the other man (who I understood 
7B8 a traveller) and myself to walk back and see his cave, 
9 which I immediately consented. The entrance is in the 
eipendicular front of a rock, behind the house ; has a door, 
rith a lock and key to it, and waa crowded with pots of 
ulk, placed near the running stream. The roof and sides 
f solid rock were wet and dropping with water. Desiring 

to walk before with the lights, I followed, with my 

and on my pistol, reconnoitring on every side, and 
stening to his description of its length and extent. After 
Diinining this horrible vault for forty or fifty yards, he 
edined going any farther, complaining of a rheumatism ; 
nd I now first perceived that the other person had staid 
ehind, and that we two were alone together. Confident 
1 my means of self-defence, whatever mischief the devil 
light suggest to him, I fixed my eye steadily on his, and 
bserved to him, that he could not be ignorant of tha 
eports circulated about the country relative to this cave. 
I suppose,* said I, * you know what I mean ?' < Yes, 
understand you,* returned he, without appearing tba 
iast embarrassed, — ' that I killed somebody, and threw 
lem into this cave. I can tell you the whole beginning 
r that damned lie,* said he ; and, without moving from 
le ipot, he detailed to me a long story, which would fill 
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half my letter, to little purpose, and wUch, with odtei 
particularf , I shall reserve for your amusement when Wit 
meet, I asked him why he did not get the cave examiiied 
by three or four reputable neighbours, whose report might 
rescue his character from the suspicion of having com-> 
mitted so horrid a crime. He acknowledged it would be 
well enough to do so, but did not seem to think it worth 

tke trouble ; and we returned as we advanced, walk' 

ing before with the lights. Whether this man be guilty 
or not of the transaction laid to his charge, I know not ; 
but his manners and aspect are such as by no means to 
allay suspicion.'* 

" About three weeks ago, I wrote to you from Nash- 
ville, enclosing three sheets of drawings, which I hope 
you have received. I was, at that time, on the point of 
Betting out for St Louis ; but, being detained a week hj 
constant and heavy rains, and considering that it woidd 
add four hundred miles to my journey, and detain me at 
least a month, and the season being already far advanced^ 
and no subscribers to be expected there, I abandoned the 
idea, and prepared for a journey through the wilderness. 
I was advised by many not to attempt it alone — that the 
Indians were dangerous, the swamps and rivers almost 
impassable without assistance ; and a thousand other 
hobgoblins were conjured up to dissuade me from going 
alone. But I weighed all these matters in my own mind; 
and, attributing a great deal of this to vulgar fears and 
exaggerated reports, I equipt myself for the attempt. I 
rode an excellent horse, on which I could depend. I had 
a loaded pistol in each pocket, a loaded fowling piece 
belted across my shoulder, a pound of gunpowder in my 
flask, and five pounds of shot in my belt. I bought some 
biscuit and dried beef, and, on Friday morning. May 4^ 
J left Nashville. About half a mile from town I observed 
a poor negro with two wooden legs, building himself ■ 
tabin in the woods. Supposing that this joum^ tai|^ 
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$fibrd Ton and my friends some amusement, I kept d 
pitinilar aceoimt of the Tarious occiirreBces, and shall 
transcribe some of the most interesting, omitting eveif 
thing relatiye to my ornithological excursions and disoo- 
vvriesy as more suitable for another occasion. Eleven 
onles from Nashville I came to the Great Harpath, • 
of about fifty yards wide, which was running with 
violence. I could not discover the entrance of the 
fords owing to the rains and inundations. There was 
M time to be lost; I plunged in, and almost imme- 
diately my horse was swimming. I set his head aslant 
the current, and, being strong, he soon landed me on the: 
^Cher side. As the weather was warm, I rode in my wet 
without any inconvenience. The country to-day 
a perpetual succession of steep hills and low bottoms ; 
I .craned ten or twelve large creeks, one of which I swam 
with my horse, where he was near being entangled among 
some bad drift wood. Now and then -a solitary fum 
opened from the woods, where the negro children were: 
duning naked about the yards. I also parsed along the 
Jborth side of a high bUl, where the whole timber had been 
prostrated by some terrible hurricane. I lodged this night 
111 » miner's, who told me he had been engaged in forming 
^0 lees than thirteen companies for hunting mines, all of 
whom bad left him. I advised him to follow his iucmt as 
the surest vein of ore he could work. Next day {Satur- 
day) I first observed the cane growing, which increased 
Until the whole woods were full of it. The road this day 
winded along the high ridges of mountains that divide the 
lytten of the Cumberland from those of the Tennesee. - 
X piiBsed few houses to-day ; but met several parties of 
boatmen returning from Natchez and New Orleans, who 
gave me such an account of the road, and the difficulties 
they bad met with, as served to stiffen my resolution to 
1^. prepared for every thing. These men were as dirty 
ai Hottentots ; thMr dress, a shirt and trousers of canvass^ 
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black) greasy, and sometimes in tatters; the ddn 
whereyer exposed to the sun ; each with a budget,' 
in an old blanket ; their beards, eighteen days old, addadto 
the singularity of their appearance, which was ahogeAir 
savage* These people came from the various tribvtny 
streams of the Ohio, hired at forty or fifty dollan»4ripy 
to return back on their own expenses. Some hadupfmods 
of eight hundred miles to travel. T¥ben they come to » 
stream that is unfordable, they coast it for a fallen cree ; 
if that cannot be had, they enter with their budget on 
their head, and, when they lose bottom, drop it on their 
shoulders, and take to swimming. They have sometiimB 
fourteen or fifteen of such streams to pass in a day, aad 
morasses of several miles in length, that I have never 
seen equalled in any country. I lodged this night at otte 
Dobbin's, where ten or twelve of these men lay on die 
floor. As they scramHed up in the morning, tiiey very 
generally complained of being unwell, for which th^ gave 
an odd reason, — lying within doors, it being the first of 
fifteen nights they had been so indulged. Next momiBg, 
(Sunday,) I rode six miles to a man*s of the name of 
Grinder, where our poor friend Lewis perished. * 

<< In the same room where>he expired, I took down 
Mrs Grinder the particulars of that melancholy e 
which affected me extremely. This house, or cabiii» it 
seventy-two miles from Nashville, and is the last whiti 
ilian*s as you enter the Indian country. Governor Lewk^ 
she' said, came thither about sunset, alone, and inquired if 
he could stay for the night ; and, alighting, brought hia 
saddle into the house. He was dressed in a loose gowii« 
white, striped with blue. On being asked if he 



• *' It Is hardly necessary to state thai this was the brav* ' 
enterprizing traveller whose journey, across the Rocky MottiUaia% 
to the Pacific Ocean, has obtained for him well merited celebrity. 
The true cause of his committing the rash deed« so fed^Bgl^ 
^etaUedaboTe, is not yet known to the public." . ;> C \ 
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-ha lepliecly tluit tk^re were two ftervants behind^ 
. iriw would ioon be up. He called for some spiriti, and 
.dank « Tcrjr little. When the sermnts arriyed, one of 
wiiom WW a negro, he inquired for his powder, saying 
.hswM.sore he had some powder in a canister. The 
aernmt gave no distinct replj, and Lewis, in the mean 
iribdle, walked backwards and forwards before the door^ 
tslkiiig to himself* Sometimes, she said, he seemed as if 
he were walking up to her, and would suddenly wheel 
■tmmd, and walk bade as fast as he could. Bupper being 
ready, he sat down, but had eaten only a few mouthfuls^ 
friien he started up, speaking to himself in a violent 
Banner. At these times, she says, she observed his &ee 
lofiosh as if itlmd come on him in a fit. He lighted his 
pipe, and, drawing a chair to the door, sat down, saying to 
Mn Gkinder, in a kind tone of voice, ' Madam, this is a 
vaiy pleasant evening.* He smoked for some time, but 
quitted his seat, and traversed the yard as before. He 
again sat down to his pipe, seemed again composed, andf 
•asting his eyes wistfuUy towards the west, observed what 
« sweet evening it was. Mrs Grinder was preparing • 
bed for him ; but he said he would sleep on the floor, and 
deaired the servants to bring the bear skins and buffido 
xobey whidi were immediately spread out for him ; and, it 
being now dusk, the woman went off to the kitchen, and 
the two men to the bam, which stands about two hundred 
yards off. The kitchen is only a few paces from the room 
wheca Lewis was; and the woman, being considerably 
alaraiad by the behaviour of her guest, could not sleep, bitt 
lifltened to him walking backwards and forwards, she thinksi 
teaevaral hours, and talking aloud, as she said, * like a 
lawyer.* She then heard the report of a pistol, and some- 
thing ftll heavily on the floor, and the words, * O Lord ! ' 
<]iiimediatdy afterwards, she heard another pistol ; and« in 
^ £eiw minutes,, she heard him at her door, calling out» 
< O Madam ! gira me some water, and heal my wounds T 
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The logs bmg open, and unpihuBteredy she mw Xnmtttifggn 
hack, Md ^ against a 8taini|i tbat stands between the 
kitchen and the room. He oiawled for some distanee/ 
vaised. himself by the side of a tree, where be sat about • 
minute. He once more got to the room ; afterwards^ be 
eame to the kitchen door, but did not 'speak; she then 
beard him scraping the bucket with a gourd for wateiv but 
it appeared that this cooling element wais denied the dyin^ 
man ! As soon as day broke, and not before, the terror 
of the woman having permitted him to remain for two 
hours in this most deplorable situation, she sent two of 
her children to the bam, her husband not being at IxHne^ 
to bring the servants ; and, on going in, theyibund Imn 
lying on the bed. He uncovered lus side, and showed 
them where the bullet had entered ; a piece of the foce-* 
head was blown off, and had exposed the brains, without 
having bled much. He begged that they would take hit 
rifle and blow out his brains, and he would give them all 
the money he had in his trunk. He often said, < I am na 
coward ; but I am so strong, so hard to die ! * He begged 
the servant not to be afraid of him, for that he would not 
hurt him. He expired in about two hours, or just as the 
sun rose above the trees. He lies buried dose by the 
common path, with a few loose rails thrown over his gravie. 
I gave Grinder money to put a post fence round it, to 
shelter it from the hogs and from the wolves, and he ganre 
me his written promise that he would do it. I left this, 
place in a very melancholy mood, which was not miieh 
allayed by the prospect of the gloomy and savage wildefi-. 
ness which I was just entering alone. 

** I was roused from this melancholy reverie by the. 
roaring of Buffalo river, which I forded with considerable 
difleulty. I passed two or three solitary Indian huts in Che: 
Goune of the day, with a few acres of open land at eaoh ; 
but so wretchedly cultivated, that they just make out: 
to aisemaise enough to keep in existence. Tkaffmntoli* 
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tot OBt tike diitBiioet by holding vp their fingm. Tbii is 
the CQVBtry of the ddckaaawB, though enroneouflj laid 
dowo in.soiae maps as that of the Cherokeei. I dept 
thie night in one of th&i huts : the Indiam spread a deer 
akin forme on the floor ; I made a pillow of my portoum^ 
teani and slept toleiaUy well t an old Indian laid himself 
down near me.*' 

^ This day^ (Wednesday,) I passed through the most 
kocrid swamps I had ever seen. These are covered with 
• prodigious growth of canes and high woods, which, 
together, shut out almost the whole light of day, for 
■nles. The banks of the deep andjslugg^ creeks, that 
oeeiq>y the centre, are precipitous ; where I had often to 
plange my horse seven feet down, into a bed of deep day* 
up to his belly, from which nothing but great strength and 
eurtion could have rescued him ; the opposite shore was 
equally bad, and beggars all description. For an extent 
of several miles, on both sides of these creeks, the daik- 
ness jof night obscures every object around." 

** On Saturday, I passed a number of most execrable 
swamps ; the weather was extremely warm, and I had beoi 
sttadced by something like the dysentery, which occasioned 
A constant burning thirst, and weakened me greatly. 
J stopt this day frequently to wash my head and throat 
in the water, to allay the burning thirst ; and, putting on 
my hat without wiping, received considerable relief firom 
it. Since crossing the Tennesee, the woods have been 
interspersed with pines, and the soil has become more 
■sady. This day I met a Captain Hughes, a traveller, 
on his return from Santa Fee. My complaint increased 
so much, that I could scarcely sit on horseback ; and, all 
ni^t, my. mouth and throat were parched with a burning 
thirst and fever. On Sunday, I bought some raw eggs^ 
mtaek late, and repeated the dose at mid-day, and towards 
evening, and found great benefit from this simple remedyJ 
j^toqniwd, all along the road, for fresh eggn, and, ferjie«ly 
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a week, made Uiem almoit my sole food, till Imfki^eted' 
uj cure. The water in these cane swamps is little bettef 
than poison ; and, under the heat of a bnmiDg amn anA 
the fatigues of travelling, it is difficult to repress ^be 
urgent calls of thirst. On the Wednesday following, I 
Was assailed by a tremendous storm of rain, wind, and 
lightning, until I and my horse were both blinded by liie 
deluge, and unable to go on. I sought the first moat 
open place, and, dismounting, stood for half an hour waAtt 
the most profuse heavenly shower-bath I ever enjoyed. 
The roaring of the storm was terrible; several trees 
around me were broken off, and torn up by the roots, and 
those that stood were bent almost to the ground ; limbs 
of trees, of several hundred-weight, flew past, within • 
few yards of me, and I was astonished how I e8ciq>ed« 
I would rather take my chance in a field of battle, tfaMi 
in such a tornado again. 

<< On the fourteenth day of my journey, at noon, I 
arrived at this place, [Natchez, Mississippi territory,] 
having overcome every obstacle, alone, and without behig 
acquainted with the country; and, what surprised the 
boatmen more, without whisky. On an average, I met 
from forty to sixty boatmen every day, returning from this 
place and New Orleans. The Chickasaws are a friendly, 
inoffensive people, and the Chactaws, though more re- 
served, are equally harmless. Both of them treated me 
with civility, though I several times had occasion to pass 
through their camps, where many of them were drunk* 
The paroquet which I carried with me was a continual 
fund of amusement to all ages of these people; and» 
as they crowded around to look at it, gave me an oppor- 
tunity of studying their physiognomies without breadi-of 
good manners." 

Writing to his brother, David, in the same year, he ' 
thus expresses his views, feelings, and hopes :«— « By die 
first opportunityi I will transmit a trifle to our old fMet^ - 
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wluMe CQDttence^'So fiv from bemg forgotten, ii m ter 
to me^M my own. But, Darid, an ambition of belig: 
diatinguiabed in the literary world has required saciifieey 
and ezertiona from me •with wbich you are unacquainted ; 
and a wiah to reach the glorious rock of independence, 
that I might firom thence assist my relatiyes, who are 
stnggling withy and buffeting the billows of adversity, haa 
eqgaged me in an undertaking more laborious and extenriye 
than you are aware of, and has occupied almost every 
moment of my time for several years. Since February, 
181(H I have slept, for several weeks, in the wildemesa 
akme, .in an Indian country, with my gun and my pistola 
in my bosom ; and have found myself so reduced by 
aidnuas, as to be scarcely able to stand, when not within 
900 miles of a white settlement, and under the burning 
latitude of 25 degrees. I have, by resolution, surmounted 
all these, and other obstacles, in my way to my object, 
and DOW begin to see the blue sky of independence open 
around me." 

Before concluding the account of this, his most ezten-* 
sire journey, we may present a few extracts from his 
journal, given by the American Biographer, as spedmena 
of the diversified 'treatment which he experienced,— at 
times cold and forbidding, at times dvil and kind, accor^ 
ding to the habits, dispositions, and civilization of those 
with whom he met. 

''March 9. — Visited a number of the literati and 
wealthy of Cincinnati, who all told me, that they would 
tfauik of it, viz. of subscribing ; they are a very thought^ 
fill people. 

** Mardk 17.^— Rained and hailed all last night. Set 
off at eight o'clock, after emptying my boat of the deluga 
of water; rowed hard all day; at noon recruited myself 
witll some biscuits, cheese, and American wine ; reach 
tha.-fidlft; night sets in ; hear the roaring of the rapids $ 
af^triCmmTe. hwd woik, arrived at Bear Grass Creek, and • 
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fiutened my boot to a Kentucky one ; take niy baggifefr 
and grope my way to LouisviJle ; put up at Uie Indiaft' 
Qucfen Tavern, and g^dly sit down to rest myself. 

** March 18. — Rose quite refreshed. Found anmnbar- 
of land-speculators here; titles to lands in Kentucky 
subject to great disputes. 

*< March 20. — Set out this afternoon with the gim ;■> 
killed nothing new. People in taverns here devour tbdr 
meals ; many shopkeepers board in taverns : also boat- 
men, land-speculators, merchants, &c. No naturaliata tO' 
keep me company. 

** Oood country this for lazy fellows : they plant eoniy- 
tum their pigs into the woods, and in the autumn feed- 
upon com and pork ; they lounge about the rest of the 
year. 

« March 24. — Weather cool. Walked to Shelbyville 
to breakfast. Passed some miserable log-bouses in the 
midst of rich fields. Called at a *Squire C.*s, who wat 
rolling logs ; sat down beside him, but was not invited in, 
though it was about noon. 

" March 29. — Finding my baggage not likely to come 
on, I set out from Frankfort for Lexington. The woodi 
swarm with pigs, squirrels, and woodpeckers. Arrived 
exceedingly fatigued. 

** Wherever you i^Oj you hear people talking of buying 
and selling land ; no readers, all traders,— the Yankees^ 
wherever you find them, are all traders ; found one here, 
a house-carpenter, who came from Massachusetts, and* 
brought some barrels of apples down the river from 
Pennsylvania to this town, where he employs the negro 
women to hawk them about the streets, at thirty-eevm 
and a half cents per dosen. 

« Restless, speculating set of mortals here, fall of hnr- 
suits ; no great readers, even of politics or newspapere. 

" The sweet courtesies of life, the innumerable dviHtiM ' 
in deeds and conversations, which cost one so Uol^ an 
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found here. Erery man jou meet with has eithor 
some land to buy or sell, some lawsuit, some coarse 
hemp or com to dispose of, and, if the conversation do not 
lead to any of these, he will force it. Strangers here 
leociye less civilities than in any place I have ever been 
in. The respect due to the fatigues and privations of 
travdlers is nowhere given, because every one has met 
with as much, and thinks he has seen more than any other* 
No one listens to the adventures of another without 
intemipting the narrative with his own ; so that, instead 
€»f an auditor, he becomes a competitor in adventure-* 
telling. So many adventiurers, also, continually wandering 
about here, injure the mannei's of the people ; for avarice 
and knavery prey most freely and safely upon passengers 
whom they may never meet again. 

** These few observations are written in Salter Whiter 
ganret, with little or no fire, wood being a scaroe article 
here, the forest being a full half mile distant. 

** April 9. — Court held to-day, large concourse o£ 
people; not less than one thousand horses in town, 
hitched to the side posts ; no food for them all day*. 
Horses selling by auction. Negro woman sold same way. 
My reflections while standing by and hearing her cried % 
* Three hundred and twenty-five dollars for this woman 
tod boy! going! going!* Woman and boy afterwards 
weep. Damned, damned slavery! this is one infernal 
eustmoi which the Virginians have broi^ht into thisi 
country* Rude and barbarous i^pearance of the crowd*, 
Hopkins*8 double cutters much wanted here. 
-..** April 10.-— Was introduced to several young ladiei 
this afternoon, whose agreeable society formed a moit 
welcome contrast to that of the lower orders of the other 

SQZ. Mrs >, an amiable, excellent lady ; think that 

savage ignorance, rudeness, and boorishness, was never s^ 

•WBtissted by female sweetness, affability, and intelligence.- 

^.<f\4l»rt/ 12.— »>Went this evening to drink tea with 
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Mr ; was introduced to Mrs ■ , a most UmUft 

accomplished, and interesting woman. Her good wenm 
and lirely intelligence, of a cast far superior to that of 
almost any woman I hare ever seen. She is most 
unfortunately unwell, with a nervous complaint, which 
affects her head. She told me, most feelingly, that the 
spring, which hrings joy to every other being, faringB 
sorrow to her, for, iii winter, she is always well. 

" April 25, — Breakfasted at Walton's, thirteen milet 
from Nashville. This place is a fine rich hollow, watered 
by a charming, clear creek, that never fails. Went up to 
Madison's lick, where I shot three paroquets and soma 
small birds. 

*' April 28. — Set out early, the hospitable landlordt 
Isaac Walton, refusing to take any thing for my fere, or 
that of my horse, saying, < You seem to be travelling for 
the good of the world ; and I cannot, I will not, chaige 
you any thing. Whenever you come this way, call and 
stay with me ; you shall be welcome ! * This is the first 
instance of such hospitality which I have met with in 
the United States. 

'* Wednesday f May 23. — Left Natchez, after procuring 
twelve subscribers ; and, having received a kind letter <^ 
invitation from William Dunbar, Esq. I availed myself 
of his goodness, and rode nine miles along the usual road 
to his house; where, though confined to his bed by a 
severe indisposition, I was received with great hospitddty 
and kindness ; had a neat bedroom assigned me, and was 
requested to consider mjrself as at home during the time 
I should find it convenient to stay in exploring this part 
of the country !"• 

* The letter above mentioned is worthy of transcription. It. 
is as follows t — 

*' Sib, — It is very unfortunate that I should be so mneh 
indisposed as to be confined to my bedroom; nevertheless, I' 
cannot give up the idea of having the pleasure of seeing you, as 

3 
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and wore crape round their arms for tliirty days.'* His 
remains were deposited in the cemetery- of the Swedish 
Church, in the district of Southwark, Philadelphia. 
While in the enjo3rment of health, he bad, in a conyersa* 
tion with a friend on the subject of death, expressed a 
wish to be buried in some rural spot, sacred to peace aii4 
solitude ; whither the charms of nature might invite the 
steps of the votary of the muses and the lover of scienoe, 
and where the birds might sing over his grave. It has been 
matter of regret to those of his friends to whom was 
confided the mournful duty of ordering his funeral, that 
this desire had not been made known to them, otherwise 
it should have been piously observed. A plain marUe 
tomb marks where his dust reposes, on which appears tbe 
following inscription : — 

THIS MONUMENT 
COVERS THE REMAINS OF 

ALEXANDER WILSON, 

AUTHOR OF. THE 

AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGY. 

HE WAS BORN IN RENFREWSHIRE, SCOTI.ANO, 

ON THE 6th JULY, 1766; 

EMIGRATED TO THE UNITED STATES 

IN THE YEAR 1794 ; 

AND DIED IN PHILADELPHIA, 

OF THE DYSENTERY, 

ON THE 23d august, 1813, 

AGED 47. 

Part of the eighth volume of the Ornithology having 
been put through the press before the author's death, the 
remainder was edited by his friend Mr George Old, 
F.L.S. and published in January, 1814. The ninth 
volume made its appearance in May, 1814, the plates 
having been printed and coloured under Wilson's own 
superintendanoe, and the letter-press supplied by Mr Ord> 
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as well qualified to perform this office for his 
i friend, having been his companion in several 
ons for procuring specimens, and collecting the 
don from which the descriptions of the birds were 
ip. This concluding volume contained a Life of 
, from the pen of the editor. 
t has been all along our object to place Wilson 
be reader, either as he represented himself in his 
I and letters, or as he was represented by those who, 
ersonally acquainted with him, had the best means 
ving him accurately, we think it proper to make 
xtracts from the character which his American 
her has drawn, evidently from his own knowledge, 
may not," says he, ** be going too far to maintain, 

no age or nation has there ever arisen one more 
tly qualified for b naturalist, than the subject of 
lemoirs. He was not only an enthusiastic admirer 

works of creation ; but he was consistent in 
b, and permitted no dangers or fatigues to abate 
3ur, or relax his exertions. He inured himself to 
ps by frequent and laborious exercise, and was 
lore happy than when employed in some enterprize, 
promised, from its difficulties, the novelties of 
ry. Whatever was obtained with ease, appeared 

comparatively iminteresting ; the acquisitions of 
alone seemed worthy of his ambition. He was no 
philosopher ; he was indebted for his ideas, not to 
but to nature. His perseverance was uncommon ; 
rhen engaged in any particular pursuit, he never 
relinquish it while there was a chance of success, 
►wers of observation were acute, and his judgment 

erred. That his industry was great, his work will 
gtify ; and our astonishment may well be excited, 
I much should have been performed in so short a 

A single individual, without patron^ fortunet or 
kH$e, accomplished, in the abort space of seven years, 
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as mucli as the combined body of European naturalists^ 
have taken a century to achieve. The collection and 
discovery of these birds were the fruits of many montlis 
of miwearied research : amongst forests, swamps, and 
morasses, exposed to all the dangers, privations, and 
fatigues incident to such an undertaking. What but a 
remarkable passion for the pursuit, joined with an ardent 
desire of fame, could have supported a solitary individual 
in labours of body and mind, compared to which the 
bustling avocations of common life are mere holiday 
activity or recreation ! 

" Mr Wilson was possessed of the nicest sense of 

honour. In all his dealings, he was not only scrupulously 

just, but highly generous. His veneration for truth was 

exemplary. His disposition was social and afSectionate. 

His benevolence was extensive. He was remarkaUy 

temperate in eating and drinking ; his love of retirement 

preserving him from the contaminating influence of the 

convivial circle. But, as no one is perfect, Mr Wilson 

partook, in a small degree, of the weakness of humanity. 

He was of the genus irritabiley and was obstinate in opinion. 

It ever gave him pleasure to acknowledge error, when the 

conviction resulted from his own judgment alone ; but he 

could not endure to be told of his mistakes. Hence his 

associates had to be sparing of their criticisms, through a 

'fear of forfeiting his friendship.^ With almost all his 

friends, he had occasionally, arising from a collision of 

opinion, some slight misunderstanding, which was soon 

passed over, leaving no disagreeable impression. But 

an act of disrespect, or wilful injury, he would seldom 

forgive.** 

Thus far the American biographer; and, though the 
sketch be one drawn by the hand of a friend, its outfine 
is so consistent with the tenor of his life, that we cui- 
not doubt its accuracy. In personal appearance, be is 
described as having been tall, (five feet ten or ^defm 



ALEXANDER WILSON* hcxxiil 

inclies,) handsome and vigorous, inclining to the slender, 
rather than the athletic. Even when a poor Paisley weaver, 
he was remarkable for neatness of appearance, and for an 
air superior to his condition — as if the native dignity of his 
mind shone through his mien and bearing. His counte- 
nancey tinged with melancholy, was expressive of deep 
reflection ; his eye, penetrating and intelligent, especially 
when engaged in conversation. His eyebrows were 
strikingly arched, and his hair, which was dark and glossy, 
hang down over his shoulders.* Strong good sense, high 
moral worth, and a lofty spirit of independence, were the 
characteristic features of his mind. His conversational 
powers were greatly superior to those of the men with 
whom he was accustomed to associate ; and he acquired, 
in consequence, like Burns, somewhat of a dictatorial 
manner. There was a quickness, a strength, and an 
originality in his remarks, indicating mental endowments 
of a very high order ; and where did ever such endowments 
exist, without their possessor being conscious of their 
presence ? In no respect was his character more estimable, 

* Such is the account of his personal appearance, which we 
have been able to draw from the recollections of his friends in 
tliis eotintry ; and it seems borne out by the engraving prefixed 
to this Yolame, the original of which was pamted by James 
Craw, when Wilson was in his twenty-second year. The parti- 
culars preserved by his American biographer possess no little 
interest, exhibiting him as he was at a more advanced period of 
life, when moving in a more intelligent class of society than 
his youth had been accustomed to, and engaged in his favourite 
researches among the woods : ** In his person," says Mr Ord, 
** he was of a middle stature, of a thin habit of body ; his cheek- 
bones projected, and his eyes, thoiJ^h hollow, displayed conai- 
denble vivacity and intelligence ; his complexion was sallow, 
his mien thou^ntful ; his features were coarse, and there was a 
da^ of vulgarity in his physiognomy} which struck the observer 
at the first view, but which failed to impress one on acquaintance. 
His walk was quick when travelling, — so much so, that it was 
4fiffieult for a companion to keep pace with him ; but when in 
the fiorest, in pursmt of birds, he was deliberate and attentive — 
he WM9 as it werei all ejres, auod all ean.'* 
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than in the strength, generosity, and permanence ci his 
friendships. Notwithstanding his poetical feelings and 
aspirations, love, as has already been remarked, seemed to 
have no abiding residence in his bosom, if indeed its power 
had ever made any sensible encroachment on that busy 
domain. Though he mingled much in society, and that, 
at one period of his life, by no means very select, he was 
a stranger to every species of dissipation ; and, while he 
passed through many scenes of trial and temptation, he 
bore away all the good that might be obtained from each, 
without incurring the contamination of their evil; Per* 
haps his high moral purity arose, in a great measure, from 
the absence of overmastering passion ; and this was the 
result of that mental structure which constituted inteUed 
his predominating faculty. The same may be the expla- 
nation of that apparent contradiction in his character — a 
poet, and not a lover. In elucidation of this conjecture, 
we beg to ofier a very few remarks, considering it a mental 
phenomenon well worth investigation. 

The two leading principles of Wilson's mind unques- 
tionably were, the love of fame, and the love of knowledge, 
both resulting from the conscious possession of high 
intellect. The union of these principles tended to give 
his character an ideal elevation, and to impress it with a 
strong love of power, and desire of eminence. In the 
mind where these predominate, it is obvious that there 
can be little space for the abode of any aim or passion of 
less aspiring, or of weaker nature. Such a mind pleasure 
cannot tempt astray, nor love subdue. Yet the love of 
fame is by no means incompatible with ardent natural 
affection, such as that of children to their parents, because 
its source lies deeper in our nature, and was fully formed 
long before the love of fame could be either felt or 
understood ; and because both may be gratified at once, 
for while a man rises himself, he can elevate those whom 
he loves. We have seen this hope cheer and suj^rt- 
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WilBoxk, during his wanderings through the pathless forests 
of America. We have known it fondly cherished, as 
the dearest possible recompense, in those who, like him, 
had the structure of their own fortunes to build. And 
all that we contend for is, that while these strong prin- 
ciples cannot banish early and deep-seated filial affection, 
they prevent the entrance of newer and weaker attach- 
ments ; and thus, we think, a solution may be given of 
what otherwise appears contradictory in Wilson's character. 

With regard to the scientific and literary merit of his 
great work, it is neither our province nor our inclination 
to speak; the one being sufficiently cared for by the 
very eminent naturalist, by whom this edition is pre- 
pared, while the other must of itself be evident to every 
reader. This much, however, we may say, that firom 
the pre£fu:es and descriptions, passages might be selected, 
which, for elegance of language, graceful ease, and graphic 
power, could scarcely be surpassed by any within the 
compass of British literature. We might instance his 
description of the Mocking Bird, and of the Bald Eagle ; 
and nothing can be finer than the simple and natural 
beauty of the general preface to his first volume. There 
Hmy be found also, throughout the body of the work, 
nany striking incidents, illustrative at once of the man, 
and of the difficulties to which he was subjected, during 
his toilsome and hazardous undertaking; but these we 
have considered it unnecessary and inexpedient to extract, 
as they will be read with peculiar interest in the places 
where they naturally occur. 

To peruse the .annals of real life is, perhaps, at once the 
most entertaining and the most useful mode of prosecuting 
the study of man. And of such annals the most instruct 
ting are those in which we see persevering efforts over- 
come the most formidable obstacles, and distinguished 
eminence gradually winning its arduous ascent above the 
mute -of obscurity and depression. For it is no illegiti- 
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mate conclusion, which the aspiring mind will draw from 
such examples, — pthat, what has been accomplished, may 
again be confidently undertaken. In this respect, the life 
of Wilson, furnishing a striking instance of successful 
perseverance, may contribute to the general good, by 
fostering the early hopes of humble but aspiring merit 
There is^ yet another, and a more important truth, which 
it is well adapted to teach, — that the main cause why 
the course of genius is so often crossed by melancholy 
aberrations, impeded by grovelling tendencies, or prema- 
turely closed in guilt and misery, is because its capacities 
far transcend the usual pursuits and employments of its 
station, impelling it to rush from object to object with 
reckless impetuosity, as each after each crumbles in its 
giant grasp. Thus, in the marked contrast between 
Wilson's early history, when he led an irregular, unsettled, 
and wandering life, and that of his latter years, when his 
mind became fixed upon an object sufficient to engross its 
whole powers^ and demand its whole energies, — which 
object he thenceforward prosecuted with the most inde- 
&tigable and unswerving resolution, — we see the necessity 
and the wisdom of early entering upon a sufficiaiitly 
ennobling and expanding career, especially when the mind 
itself is noble and expansive. Had his aspiring mind 
never found any such sufficiently engrossing object, there 
is little reason to doubt, that his name would finally have 
been found in the melancholy catalogue of unfortunate 
men of genius. And we conclude our memoir with 
one remark, — that while it may interest the philosopher 
to observe the spontaneous working of a mind powerAiUy 
and peculiarly constructed, to humble merit it furnishes 
this valuable lesson, that upright integrity, unbendiqg 
determination, and unwearied perseverance, will, sooner or 
later, surmount every obstacle^ and crown their possessor 
with the accomplishment of all his wishes. 

W. M.Hi 



PREFACE. 



The whole use of a Preface seems to be, either to 
elucidate the nature and origin of the work, or to 
invoke the clemency of the reader. Such obser- 
vations as have been thought necessary for the 
former, will be found in the Introduction; extremely 
solicitous to obtain the latter, I beg leave to relate 
the following anecdote : — 

In one of my late visits to a friend in the country, 
I found their youngest son, a fine boy of eight or 
nine years of age, who usually resides in town for 
his education, just returning from a ramble through 
the neighbouring woods and fields, where he had 
collected a large and very handsome bunch of 
wild flowers, of a great many different colours ; 
and) presenting them to his mother, said, with 
much animation in his countenance, " Look, my 
dear mamma, what 'beautiful flowers I have found 
growing on our place I Why, all the woods are 
full of them I red, orange, blue, and 'most ev^t^ 
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colour. Oh ! I can gather you a whole parcel of 
them, much handsomer than these, all growing in 
our own woods I Shall I, mamma ? Shall I go 
and bring you more ?** The good woman received 
the bunch of flowers with a smile of affectionate 
complacency; and, afler admiring for some time 
the beautiful simplicity of nature, gave her willing 
consent; and the little fellow went off, on the 
wings of ecstasy, to execute his delightful commis- 
sion. 

The similarity of this little boy*s enthusiasm to 
my own, struck me ; and the reader will need no 
explanations of mine to make the application. 
Should my country receive with the same gracious 
indulgence the specimens which I here humbly 
present her ; should she express a desire for me to 
go and bring her more, the highest wishes of my 
ambition will be gratified ; for, in the language of 
my little friend, our whole woods are full of them ! 
and I can collect hundreds more, much handsomer 
than these. 

Alexander Wilson. 



Philadelphia, 
October 1, 1803. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In the Gommencement of a work of such magnitude, 
and so novel in this country, some account wili 
necessarily be expected^ of the motives of the 
author, and of the nature and intended execution 
of the work. As to the former of these, it is 
respectfiilly submitted, that, amusement blended 
with instruction, the correction of numerous errors 
which have been introduced into this part of the 
natural history of our country, and a wish to draw 
Uie attention of my fellow-citizens, occasionally, 
from the discordant jarrings of politics, to a con^- 
templation of the grandeur, harmony, and wonderfid 
variety of nature, exhibited in this beautiful portion 
of the animal creation, are my principal, and almost 
only motives, in the present undertaking. I will 
not deny that there may also be otheT \nc\\.e;Tcvew\.<&* 
Biassed, almost from infancy, by a €oiidiXi^%^ ^'Q^'^ 
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birds, and little else than an enthusiast in my 
researches after them, I feel happy to communicate 
my observations to others, probably from the mere 
principle of self-gratification, that source of so many 
even of our most virtuous actions ; but I candidly 
declare, that lucrative views have nothing to do in 
the business. In all my wild wood rambles, these 
never were sufficient either to allure me to a single 
excursion, to discourage me from one, or to engage 
my pen or pencil in the present publication. My 
hopes, on this head, are humble enough ; I ask only 
support equal to my merits, and to the laudability 
of my intentions* I expect no more; I am not 
iol together certain even o£ this. But, leaving the 
issue of these matters to futurity, I shall, in the 
meantime, comfort myself with the good old adage^ 
" Happy are they who expect nothing, for they 
shall not be disappointed.*' 

As to the nature of the work, it is intended to 
comprehend a desdription and representation of 
every species of our native birds, from the shoret 
of St Laurence to the mouths of the Mississippi, 
and from the Atlantic ocean to the interior of 
Louisiana ; these will be engraved in a style superior 
to any thing of the kind hitherto published ; and 
coloured from nature, with the most scrupulout 
adherence tp the true tints of tVve ox\^i\«^« 
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But as lime may prey on the best of colours^ 
what is necessary, in this respect, will, by no means^ 
be omitted, that the figures and descriptions may 
mutually corroborate each other- It is also my 
design to enter more largely than usual into the 
maimers and disposition of each respective species ; 
. to become, as it were, their faithful biographer, and 
to delineate their various peculiarities, in character^ 
song, building, economy, &c. as far as my own 
observations have extended, or the kindness of 
others may furnish me with materials. 

The Ornithology of the United States exhibits a 
ridi display of the most splendid colours, from the 
green, silky, gold bespangled down of the minute 
humming bird, scarce three inches in extent, to 
the black coppery wings of the gloomy condor, of 
sixteen feet, who sometimes visits our northern 
regions ; a numerous and powerful band of song-* 
sters, that, ^r sweetness, variety, and melody, are 
surpassed by no country on earth ; an ever-changing 
scene of migration from torrid to temperate, and 
firom n6rthern to southern regions, in quest of 
soitable seasons, food, and climate ; and such an 
amaMiig diversity in habit, economy, form, dispo* 
tition, and faculties, so uniformly hereditary in 
each species, and so completely adequate to thek 
peculiar wants and convenience, as to o\^xv(\v^ask 
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U3 with astonishment at the power, wisdom, and 
beneficence of the Creator I 

In proportion as we become acquainted with 
these particulars, our visits to, and residence in 
the country, become more and more ^reeabla 
Formerly, on such occasions, we found ourselves in 
solitude, or, with respect to the feathered tribes, 
as it were in a strange country, where the manners, 
language, and faces of all, were either toti^y 
overlooked, or utterly unknown to us: now, we 
find ourselves among interesting and well known 
neighbours and acquaintances ; and, in the notes 
of every songster, recognize, with satisfaction, the 
voice of an old friend and companion. A study 
thus tending to multiply our enjo3nnents at so 
cheap a rate, and to lead us, by sudi pleasing 
gradations, to the contemplation and worship, of 
the Great First Cause, the Father and Preserver 
of all, can neither be idle nor useless, but is worthy 
of rational beings, and, doubtless, agreeable to the 
Deity. 

In order to obtain a more perfect knowledge of 
birds, naturalists have divided them into classes, 
orders, genera, species, and, varieties ; but in ^ing 
this, scarcely two have agreed on the same mode 
of arrangement: and this has indeed proved a 
source of great perplexity to the student*. SoiM 
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kave increased the number of orders to an unne- 
cessary extent, multiplied the genera, and, out of 
mete varieties, produced what they supposed to 
be entire new species. Others, sensible of the: 
impropriety of this, and wishing to simplify the 
science as much as possible, have reduced the 
orders and genera to a few, and have thus thrown 
birds, -whose food, habits, and other characteris- 
tical £satures are widely different, into one and 
the satne tribe, and thereby confounded our per- 
ception of that beautiful gradation of affinity and 
reseml^ance, which Nature herself seems to have 
been studious of preserving throughout the whole. 
One principal cause of the great diversity of clas- 
sifications appears to be owing to the neglect, or 
want of opportunity, in these writers, of observing 
the manners of the living birds, in their imconfined 
state^ and in their native countries. As well might 
philoeaphers attempt to class mankind into their 
respective religious denominations, by a mere 
examination of their physiognomy, as naturalists 
t^form a correct arrangement of animals, without 
a knowledge of these necessary particulars. 

Jt is only by personal intimacy, that we can truly 
ascertain the character of either, more especially 
tbat q£ the feathered race, noting their particukx 
hmtati^ modgs of constructing their tke^XA^ \nas3i«t 



of flight, seasons of migration, £Eivourtte fooi^ 'to^ 
numberless other minutiie, which caa only.b^ 
obtained by fnequent excursions in the woods laiiA 
fields, along lakes, shores^ and rivers, and requires « 
degree of patience and perseverance which nothing^ 
but an enthusiastic fondness for the puisuit can- 
in^ire. .) 

The greatest number of the deseriptiona in (li^ 
following work, particularly those of the nesls^ egg% 
and plumage, have been written in the woods, with 
the subjects in view, leaving as little as possible U^ 
the lapse of recollection. As to what relates to the^ 
manners, habits, &c of the birds, the particulars oa 
these heads are the result of personal observatioo,' 
from memorandums taken on the spot ; if they differ^ 
as they will on many pmnts, from former account^b 
this at least can be said in their behalf, that.s 
single fact has not been advanced which the writer, 
was not himself witness to, or received from those 
on whose judgment and veracity he believed rdi^ 
ance could be placed. When his own stock of 
observations has been exhausted, and not till tbeOf 
he has had recourse to what others have said Oil 
the same subject, and all the most respectable 
performances of a similar nature have been .cofrt 
suited, to which access could be obtained; wot 
neglecting the labo\ir» o£ \uft i^xed<&«^»w)ic^ V 



pardijcdar path, Messrs Catesby and Edwards^ 
whoS6^memorles he truly respects. But as a sacred 
fegard to truth requires that the errors or inadveFw 
leiicieft of those authors, as well as of others, should 
b^ noticed, and corrected, let h not be imputed to 
vnworthy motives^ but to its true cause, — a zea} 
for the promotion of that science, in which these 
g^ttemen so much delighted^ and for which they 
h^ve d(me so much. 

' From the writers of our own country the author 
bas^ derived but little advantage. The first con* 
aktei^le list of our birds was published in 1787, 
by Mr Jefferson, in his celebratcid « Notes o« 
Virginia," and contains the names of a hundred 
and nine species, with the designations of Linnaeus 
and Catesby, and references to Buffon. The next, 
and by &r the most complete that has yet appeared^ 
was publi^ed in 1791, by Mr William Bartram, 
m his Travek through North and South Caro^ 
iMa, &c* in which two hundred and fifleen different 
flpecieft are enumerated, and concise descriptions 
a&d characteristics of each added in Latin and 
l^gti^t. Dr Barton, in his Fragments of the 
NiOurai History of Pennsylvania^ has favoured 
is KrVtk a number of remarks on this subject; and 
% Belknap, in his History of New Hampshirey 
^ii^^^8»^Dr Williams^ in that of Vermont^ hvre 
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each enumerated a few of our birds. But these,, 
from the nature of the publications in which they 
have been introduced, can be considered only as 
catalogues of names, without the detail of specific 
particulars, or the figured and coloured represen- 
tations of the birds themselves. This task, the 
hardest of all, has been reserved for one of ftr 
inferior abilities, but not of less zeal. With the 
example of many solitary individuals, in othet^ 
countries, who have succeeded in such an enter- 
prize, he has cheerfully engaged in the undertaking, 
trusting for encouragement solely to the fidelity 
with which it will be conducted. 



AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGY. 



ORDER I. 



ACCIPITRES, LiNNJEus. 



VOL. 1. 



FAMILY I. 

VULTURINIy iLLioER. 

OEKU8 L^CATHABTES, Illigbb. 

1. CATHABTSa AUBA, ILLIOER. — VUJ^TUB AUBA, WILSON. 
TU&KET VULTUKK, OK TU&KET BUZZARD. 

wiLsoVy PL. Lxxv. na, i. — Edinburgh college museum. 

This species is well known throughout the United 
States, out is most numerous in the southern section 
of the Union. In the northern and middle states, it 
is partiallj migratory, the greater part retiring to the 
south on the approach of cold weather. But numhers 
remain aU the winter in Maryland, Delaware, and New 
Jersey ; particularly in the vicinity of the large rivers 
ind the ocean, which afford a supply of food at afl 
reasons. 

In New Jersey,* the turkey huzzard hatches in May, 
die deep recesses of the solitary swamps of that state 
iffording situations well suited to the purpose. The 
female is at no pains to form a nest with materials; 
>iit, having chosen a suitahle place, which is either a 
Toncs^ed hoUow tree, an excavated stump, or log, she 
ays on the rotten wood from two to four eggs, of a dull 

* "Mr Qrd mentiona New Jersey in particular, as in that state 
le has visited the breeding places of the turkey buzzard, and can 
berefore speak with certainty ci the fact. PennsYVvvDio^ \\S&\fiaK« 
fum probaUe, afhrdg situations equally attractive, viVik^ %x^ i^ 
t tM n t ed by this rulture, for hatching and reaxiDft \\a ^^0!^^%% 
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dirty white, or pale cream colour, splashed all over with 
chocolate, mingled with blackish touches, the blotches 
largest and thickest towards the great end; the form 
something like the egg of a goose, but blunter at the 
small end : length two inches and three quai*ters, breadth 
two inches. The male watches often while the female is 
sitting; and, if not disturbed, they will occupy the same 
breeding place for several years. The young are clothed 
with a whitish down, similar to that which covers young 
goslings. If any peraon approach the nest, and attempt 
to handle them, they will mimediately vomit such offen- 
sive matter, as to compel the intruder to a precipitate 
retreat. 

The turkey buzzards are gregarious, peaceable and 
harmless ; never offering any violence to a living animal, 
or, like the plunderers of the fulco tribe, depriving the 
husbandman of his slock. Hence, though, in conse- 
quence of their fiJthy habits, they are not beloved, yet 
tney are respected for their usefulness; and in the 
sonthem states, where they are most needed, they, as 
well as the black vultures, are protected by a law, which 
imposes a fine on those who wilfully depnve them of life. 
They generally roost in flocks, on the limbs of large 
trees; and they may be seen on a summer morning, 
spreading out their wings to the rising sun, and remain- 
ing in that posture for a considerable time. Pennant 
conjectures, that this is " to purify their bodies, which 
are most offensively fetid." But is it reasonable to 
suppose, that that effluvia can be offensive to them, 
which arises from food perfectly adapted to their nature, 
and which is constantly the object of their desires? 
Many birds, and particularly those of the granivorous 
kind, have a similar habit, which doubtless is attended 
with the same exhilarating effects, as an exposure to the 
pure air of the morning has on the frame of one just risen 
from repose, 

These birds, unless when rising from the earth, seldom 
flap their \^'ings, but sweep along in ogees, and dipping 
and rising lines, and move with great rapidity. %iey 
are often seen in companies, soaring at an. iwnwMtnaP 
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height, particnlarly previons to a thunder storm. Their 
wings are not spread horizontally, but form a slight 
angle with the body upwards, the tips baving an up- 
ward curve. Their sense of smelling is astonishin^y 
exquisite, and tbey never fail to discover carrion, even 
when at the distance of several miles from it. When 
once they have found a carcass, if not molested, they 
will not leave the place until tbe whole is devoureo. 
At such times they eat so immoderately, that frequently 
they are incapable of rising, and may be cauffht without 
much difficulty; but few that are acquainted with them 
will have the temerity to undertake the task. A man 
in the state of Delawai*e, a few years since, observing 
some turkey buzzards regaling themselves upon the 
carcass of a horse, which was in a highly putnd state, 
conceived the design of making a captive of one, to take 
home for the amusement of bis cbildren. He cautiously 
approacbed, and, springing upon the unsuspicious group, 
grasped a fine plump fellow in bis arms, and was bearing 
off his prize in triumph ; when, lo ! the indignant vulture 
disgorged such a torrent of filth in the face of our hero, 
that it produced all the effects of tbe most powerful 
emetic, and for ever cured him of his inclination for 
torkey buzzards. 

On the continent of America this species inhabits a 
vast range of ten*itory, being common,* it is said, from 
Nova Scotia to Terra del Fuego.f How far to 'the 
northward of North California j: they are found we 

* In the northern states of our union, the turkey buzzard is only 
occasionany seen : it is considered a rare bird by the inhabitants. 

f « Great numbers of a species of vulture, commonly called car- 
rion crow by the sailors, (vultur aura,) were seen upon this island, 
(New-Year*s Island, near Cape Horn, lat. 55 S. 67 W. ) and pro- 
bably reed on young seal cubs, which either die in the birth, or 
which th^ take an opportunity to seize upon." Cook calls them 
turkey buzzards. Forster's Voyage, ii, p. 516, 4to. London, 1777* 
We rtroiu^ly suspect that the sailors were correct, and that these 
were blacK vultures, or carrion crows. 

\ P^use saw a bird, which he calls the black vulture, probably 
the otcftitr aura, at Monterey Bay, North CalifDmia. Voyage, ii, 
P.20& 
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are not informed ; but it is probable that thej extend 
their migrations to the Columbia, allured thither by the 
quantity of dead salmon which, at certain seasons, line 
&e shores of that river. 

They are numerous in the West India islands, where 
they are said to be " far inferior in size to those of North 
America."* This leads us to the inquiry, whether or 
no the present species has been confounded, by all the 
naturalists of Europe, with the black Tulture, or car- 
rion crow, which is so common in the southern parts of 
our continent. If not, why has the latter been totally 
overlooked in the numerous ornithologies and nomen- 
clatures with which the world has been favoured, when 
it is so conspicuous and remarkable, that no stranger 
visits South Carolina, Georgia, or the Spanish pro- 
vinces, but is immediately struck with the novelty of 
its appearance ? We can find no cause for the turkey 
buzzards of the islands f being smaller than ours, and 
must conclude that the carrion crow, which is of less 
size, has been mistaken for the former. In the history 
which follows, we shall endeavour to make it evident 
that the species described by UUoa, as being so nume- 
rous in South America, is no other than the black vul^ 
ture. The ornithologists of Europe, not aware of the 
existence of a new species, have, without investigation, 
contented themselves with the opinion, that the bird 
called by the above mentioned traveller the gallinazo, 
was the vultur aura, the subject of our present history. 
This is the more inexcusable, as we expect in naturalists 

* Pennant, Arctic Zoology, 

IThe vulture wliicfai Sir Hans Sloane has figured and described, 
whicfai he Bays is common in Jamaica, is undoubtedly the mihtr 
aura. ** The head, and an incb in the neck, are bare, and without 
feathers, of a flesh colour, covered with a thin membrane, like that 
of turkeys, with which the most part of the bill is covered likewise ; 
bin (below the membrane) more than an inch long, whitish at the 
point ; tail broad, and nine inches long ; legs and feet three inches 
long ; it flies exactly like a kite, and preys on nothing living ; but 
when dead, it devours their carcasses, whence they are not moles- 
ted." Sloane, Natural Hhtoryy Jamaica, voL iL p. 294, folio. 
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a precUion of a different character from that which dis" 
tinguishes yulgar observation. If the Europeans had 
not the opportunity of comparing living specimens of 
the two species, they at least had preserved subjects, in 
their extensive and valuable museums, from which a 
correct judgment might have been formed. The figure 
in the Planches enlumtnSes, though wretchedly drawn 
and coloured, was evidently taken from a stuffed speci- 
men of the black vulture. 

Pennant observes, that the turkey vultures *' are 
not found in the northern regions of Europe or Asia, 
at least in those latitudes which might give them a 
pretence of appearing there. I cannot find them," he 
continues, ^ in our quarter of the globe higher than the 
Orison Alps,* or Silesia, f or at fiurthest Kalish, in 
Gi«nt Poland. "J 

Kolben, in his account of the Cape of Good Hope, 
mentions a vulture, which he represents as very vora^ 
dous and noxious. '' I have seen,** says he, '^ many 
carcasses of cows, oxen, and other tame creatures, which 
the eagles had slain. I say carcasses, but they were 
rather skeletons, the flesh and entrails being all devoured, 
and nothing remaining but the skin and bones. But the 
skin and bones being in their natural places, the flesh 
being, as it were, scooped out, and the wound by which 
the eagles enter the body being ever in the belly, you 
would not, till you had come up to the skeleton, have 
had the least suspicion that any such matter had hi^- 
pened. The Dutch at the Cape frequently call those 
eagles, on account of their tearing out the entrails of 
bcAsts, strunUvogeUf i. e. dung-birds. It frequently 
happens, that an ox that is freed from the plough, and 
left to find his way home, lies down to rest himself by 
the way : and if he does so, it is a great chance but the 
eagles fidl upon him and devour him. They attack 



* Winughby, Ornithology, p. 67. 

f ScfaiwencKfeldt, av. Sittiia, Sib, 

\ lUaczynski, Hist. Nat, Poland, ^S^ 
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an OX or obw in a bodj, consisting of an hundred and 
upwards.*** 

Buffon conjectures, that this murderous vulture is the 
turkey buzzsu*d, and concludes his history of the latter 
with the following invective against the whole frater- 
nity : — " In every part of the globe they are voracious, 
slothful, offensive, and hateful, and, like the wolves, are 
as noxious during their life, as useless after their death/' 

If Kolben*s account of the ferocity of his eagle,f or 
vulture, be just, we do not hesitate to maintain that that 
vulture, is not the turkey buzzard, as, amongst the whdie 
feathered creation, there is none, perhaps, more innoxious 
than this species ; and that it is beneficial to the inhab^ 
tants of our southern continent, even Buffon himy»lf^ 
on the authority of Desmarchais, asserts. But we doubt 
the truth of Kolben's story; and, in this pkce, must 
express our regret, that emightened naturalists should 
so readily lend an ear to the romances of travellov^ 
who, to excite astonishment, freely give currency to 
every ridiculous tale, which the designing or the credu- 
lous impose upon them. We will add fmher, that the 
turkey buzzard seldom begins upon a carcass, until 
invited to the banquet by that odour, which in no 
ordinary degree renders it an object of delight. 

The turkey vulture is two feet and a hSif in length, 
and six feet two inches in breadth ; the bill from the 
comer of tbe mouth is almost two inches and a half 
long, of a dark horn colour for somewhat more than an 
inch from the tip, the nostril a remarkably wide slit, or 
opening through it ; the tongue is greatly concave, cal^ 
tuaginous, and finely serrated on its edges ; ears inclin- 
ing to oval ; eyes dark, in some specimens reddish haiel ; 

• Medley's Kclben, vol. ii, p. 135. 

f These bloodthirsty eagles, we conjecture, are black v ultT M , 
they being in the habit of mining into the bellies of dead ft»iy>Ml«^ 
to least upon the contents. With respect to their attaddiur thoM 
that are living, as the vultures of America are not so heroic, it ia 
a fair inference that the same species elsewhere is posaeaaed of a 
similar disposition. 
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the head and neck, for about an inch and a half below 

the ears, are fdmisbed with a reddish wrinkled skin, 

beset with short black hairs, which also cover the bill 

as far as the anterior angle of the nostiil, the neck not 

so much caiTincled as that of the black vulture ; from 

the hind head to the neck feathera the space is covered 

with down of a sooty black colour ; the fore part of the 

neck is bare as far as the* breast bone, the skin on the 

lower part, or pouch, very much wrinkled ; this naked 

skin is not discernible without removing the plumage 

which arches over it ; the whole lower parts, uning of 

the winvs, rump, and tail coverts, are of a sooty brown, 

the feathers of the belly and vent hairy ; the plumage of 

the neck is large and tumid, and, with that of the back 

and shoulders, black ; the scapulars and secondaries are 

black on their outer webs, sKii'ted with tawny brown, 

the latter slightly tipped with white; primaries and 

their coverts plain brown, the former pointed, third 

primary the longest ; coverts of the secondaries, and 

leaser coverts, tawny brown, centred with black, some 

of the feathers at their extremities slightly edged with 

white ; the tail is twelve inches long, rounded, of a 

brownish black, and composed of twelve feathers, which 

are broad at their extremities ; inside of wings and tail 

liffht ash ; the wings reach to the end of the tail ; the 

whole body and neck beneath the plumage are thickly 

clothed with a white down, which feels like cotton; the 

shafts of the primaries are yellowish white above, and 

those of the tail brown, both pure white below; the 

plumage of the neck, back, sbouldei's, scapulars, and 

8econ£uies, is glossed with green and bronze, and has 

purple reflections ; the thighs are feathered to the knees ; 

feet considerably webbed ; middle toe three inches and 

a half in length, and about an inch and a half longer 

than the outer one, which is the next longest ; the sole 

of the foot is hard and rough ; claws dark horn colour ; 

the legs are of a pale flesh colour, and three inches long. 

The daws are larger, but the feet slenderer than those 

of the carrion crow. The bill of the male is pure white ; 

in some specimens the upper mandible is tipt with black. 
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There is little or no other perceptihle difference between 
the sexes. 

The bird irom which the foregoing description was 
taken, was shot for this work, at Great Egg Harbour, 
on the 30th of January. It was a female, in perfect 
plumage, excessively fat, and weighed five pounds one 
ounce, avoirdupois. On dissection, it emited a slight 
musky odour. 

The vulture is included in the catalogue of those 
fowls declared unclean and an abomination by the Levi- 
tical law, and which the Israelites were interdicted 
eating. * We presume that this prohibition was religi- 
ously observed, so far at least as it related to the vulture, 
from whose flesh there arises such an unsavoury odour, 
that we question if all the sweetening processes evw 
invented could render it palatable to Jew, Pagan, or 
Christian. 

Since the above has been ready for the press, we have 
seen the History of the Expedition under the com- 
mand of Louis and Clark, and find our conjecture with 
respect to the migration of the turkey buzzard verified, 
several of this species having been observed at Brant 
Island, near the Falls of the Columbia.-)- 



2. CATSASTE8 ATBATUS. — VULTUR ATRATUS, WILSON. 

BLACK VULTURE, OR CARRION CROW OF AMERICA. 

WILSON, PL. LXXV. FIG. II. — EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUIT. 

Although an account of this vulture was published 
more than twenty years ago, bv Mr William Bartram, 
wherein it was distinctly specified as a different species 
from the preceding, yet it excites our surprise that the 

* Ztcviticuif xi, 14. Deuteronomy^ xiv, 19. 
f History oftht Expedition, voL ii, p. 2SS. 



BLACK VULTURE. 11 

omithologfists should hare persisted in confounding it 
with the turkey buzzard ; an error which can hardly 
admit of extenuation, when it is considered what a 
respectable authority they had for a different opinion. 

The habits of this species are singular. In the towns 
and villages of the southern states, particularly Charles- 
ton and Georgetown, South Carolina, and in Savannah, 
Georgia, the carrion crows may be seen either saunter- 
ing about the streets ; sunning themselves on the roofs 
of the houses, and the fences; or, if the weather be cold, 
■oowering around the tops of the chimneys, to enjoy the 
benefit of the heat, which to them is a peculiar grati- 
fication. They are protected by a law, or usage ; and 
may be said to be completely domesticated, being as 
common as the domestic poultry, and equally famuiar. 
The inhabitants generally are disgusted with their filthy, 
voracious habits ; but notwithstanding, being viewed as 
eontributive to the removal of the dead animal matter, 
which, if permitted to putrify during; the hot season, 
would render the atmosphere impure, they have a respect 
paid them as scavengers, whose labours are subservient 
to the public good. It sometimes happens, that^ after 
having gorged themselves, these birds vomit down the 
chimneys, which must be intolerably disgusting, and 
must provoke the ill will of those whose hospit^ty is 
thus requited. 

The black vultures are indolent, and may be observed 
in companies loitering for hours together in one place. 
They do not associate with the turkey buzzards ; and 
are much darker in their plumage than the latter. 
Their mode of flight also varies from that of the turkey 
buzzard. The bkck vulture flaps its wings five or six 
times rapidly, then sails with them extended nearly 
horizontally ; the turkey buzzard seldom flaps its wings, 
and when sailing, they form an angle with the body 
upwards. The hitter, though found in the vicinity of 
towns, rarely ventures within them, and then always 
appearing cautious of the near approach of any one. 
It is not so impatient of cold as the former, and is 
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likewise less lazy. The black Tulture, on the ground, 
hops alon^ very awkwardly ; the turkey buzzard, though 
seemingly inactive, moves with an even gait. The latter, 
unless pressed by hunger, will not eat of a carcass until 
it becomes putrid ; the former is not so fastidious, but 
devours animal food without distinction. 

It is said that the black vultures sometimes attai^ 
young pigs, and eat off their ears and tails ; and we 
nave even heard stones of their assaulting feeble oalves 
and picking out their eyes. But these instances are 
rare : if otherwise, they would not receive that counte- 
nance or protection which is so universally extended 
to them, in the states of South Carolina and Qeorgia, 
where they abound. 

^ This undescribed species," sstvs Mr Bartram, ^ is 
a native of the maiitime parts of Georgia and of the 
Floridas, where they are called carrion crows. They 
flock together, and feed upon carrion, but do not mix 
with the turkey buzzard, (mdtur aura.) Their wings are 
broad, and round at their extremities. Their tail, which 
they spread like a fan when on the wing, is remarkaMy 
short. They have a heavy, labonous flight, flapping 
their winors, and sailing alternately. The whole plumage 
is of a sable, or mourning colour."* 

In one of Mr Wilson's journals, I find an interesting 
detail of the greedy and disgusting habits of this species; 
and shall give the passage entire, in the same unadorned 
manner in which it is wnttcn. 

«* February 21, 1809.— Went out to Hampsteadf this 
forenoon. A hoi'se had dropped down in tne street, in 
convulsions ; and dyin^, it wa*< diiijwed out to Hamp- 
stead, and skinned. The ground, for a hundred yards 
around it, was black with carrion crows ; many sat on 
the tops of sheds, fences, and houses within sight ; sixty 
or eignty on the opposite side of a small run. I oountea 
at one time two hundred and thii^ly-seven, but I believe 

• MS. in the possession of Mr Ord. 
\ Near Qiarlei^n, South Carolina 
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there were more, besides several in the air over my 
head, and at a distance. I ventured cautiously within 
thirty yards of the carcass, where three or four dogs, and 
twenty or thirty vultures, were busily tearing and 
devouring. Seeing them take no notice, I ventured 
nearer, till I was within ten yards, and sat down on 
the iMuik. Still they paid little attention to me. The 
dogs being sometimes accidentally flapped with the wings 
of the vultures, would growl and snap at them, which 
would occasion them to spring up for a moment, but 
they immediately gathered in again. I remarked the 
vultures frequently attack each other, fighting with their 
daws or heels, sticking like a cock, with open wings, 
and fixing their claws in each other's head. The 
females, and, I believe, the males likewise, made a hissing 
sound, with open mouth, exactly resembling that pro- 
duced by thrusting a red hot poker into water; and 
fivquently a snuffling, like a dog clearing his nostrils, 
as I suppose they were theirs. On observing that they 
did not heed me, 1 stole so close that my feet were 
Irithin one yard of the horse's legs, and again sat down. 
They all slid aloof a few feet ; but, seeing me quiet, they 
soon returned as before. As they were often disturbed 
by the dogs, I ordered the latter home : my voice gave 
BO alarm to the vultures. As soon as the dogs departed, 
the vultures crowded in such numbers, that I counted 
at one time thirty-seven on and around the carcass, with 
several within ; so that scarcely an inch of it was visible. 
Sometimes one would come out with a large piece of 
the entrails, which in a moment was surrounded by 
several others, who tore it in frapnents, and it soon 
dinppeared. They kept up the hissing occasionally. 
8(Mne of them having their whole legs and heads covered 
with blood, presented a most savage aspect. Still as the 
dogs advanced, I would order them away, which seemed 
to gratify the vultures ; and one would pursue another 
to within a foot or two of the spot where I was sitting. 
Sometimes I observed them stretching their ueck!& ^<()w^ 
Hhejrround, as if to press the food downwax^^r 
lie curion crow ia seldom found ou tke KVXa»>Ac,, 
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to the northward of Newbem, North Carolina,* but 
inhabits the whole continent^ to the southward, aa far 
as Cape Horn. Don Ulloay in noticing the birds of 
Carthagena, gives an account of a vulture, which we 
shall quote, in order to establish the opinion, advanced 
in the preceding histoiy, that it is the present species. 
We shall afterwards subjoin other testimony in confiiw 
mation of this opinion. With respect to the marvelloaf 
tale of their attacking the cattle in the pastures, it is. 
too improbable to merit a serious refutation. 

*^ It would be too great an undertaking to describe all 
the extraordinary birds that inhabit this country ; but 
I cannot refrain from noticing that to which they give 
the name of galliiuizOy from the resemblance it has ta 
the turkeyhen. This bird is of the size of a peaheOi 
but its head and neck are something larger. From the 
crop to the base of the bill it hi» no feathers: this 
space is surrounded with a wrinkled, glandulous, and 
rough skin, which forms numerous warts, and other 
similar inequalities. This skin is black, as is the pla- 
mage of the bird, but usually of a brownish black. The 
bill is well proportioned, strong, and a little hooked. 
These birds are familiar in Carthagena ; the tops of die 
houses are covered with them ; it is they which cleanse 
the city of all its animal impurities. There are few 
animals killed whereof they do not obtain the offals ) 
and when this food is wanting, they have recourse to 
other filth. Their sense of smelling is so acute, that it 
enables them to trace carrion at the distance of three 
or four leagues, which they do not abandon until there 
remains nothing but the skeleton. 

** The great number of these birds found in such hot 
climates, is an excellent provision of nature ; as, other- 
wise, the putrefaction caused by the constant and exee»> 
sive heat, would render the air insupportable to hunuui 
life. Wl^n first they take wing, they fly heavily ; bat 



* Since writing the above, I have been informed by a gendemia 
who resides at Detroit, on Lake Erie, that the carrion vnm m 
cowman Bt that place. 
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fterwards, they rise so high as to be entirely invisible. 
>n the ground they walk sluffgishly. Their legs are 
rell proportioned; they have three toes forward, tnm* 
ng inwards, and one m the inside, inclining a little 
mskwmrds, so that, the feet interfering, they cannot walk 
rith any agility, but are obliged to hop : each toe is 
umished with a long and stout claw. 

^ When the gallmazos are deprived of carrion, or 
bod in the city, they are driven by hunger among the 
aittle of the pastures. If they see a beast with a sore 
)n the back, they alight on it, and attack the part 
iffected ; and it avails not that the poor animal throws 
\Uelftq>on the ground, and endeavours to intimidate 
them by its bellowing : they do not quit their hold ! and 
by means of their bul they so soon enlarge the wound, 
lihat the animal finally becomes their prey.*** 

The account, from the same author, of the beneficial 
effects resulting from the fondness of the vultures for 
the ^es of the alligator, merits attention : — 

^ The gallinazos are the most inveterate enemies of 
die alligators, or rather they are extremely fond of 
their eggs, and employ much stratagem to obtain them. 
Daring the summer, these birds make it their business 
to watch the female alligators ; for it is in that season 
that they deposit their eggs in the sand of the shores 
of the nvers, which are not then overflowed. The 
gallinazo conceals itself among the branches and leaves 
of a tree, so as to be unperceived by the alligator ; and 
permits the ^[gs quietly to be laid, not even inter- 
n^ting the precautions that she takes to conceal them. 
But she is no sooner under the water, than the gal- 
linazo darts upon the nest; and, with its bill, claws, 
and wings, uncovers the eggs, and gobbles them down, 
leaviiu^ nothing but the snells. This banquet would, 
indeed richly reward its patience, did not a multitude 
of gallmazos join the fortunate discoverer, and share in 
the spoiL 

* Voyage Sistorique de Xi*Amerique 3£ertdionale, par Don 
George Juan et Don Antoine de Ulloa, liv. i, chap, viii, \i% 5^ 
A Amsterdam et i Lapag, 1752, 4to. 
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** How admirable the wisdom of that Providence, 
which hath given to the male alligator an inclination to 
devonr its own offspring; and to the gallinazo a taste 
for the eggs of the femsue I Indeed, neither the riven, 
nor the neighbouring fields, would otherwise be suffi- 
cient to contain the multitudes that are hatched ; for, 
notwithstanding the ravages of both these insatiable 
enemies, one can hardly imagine the numbers that 
remain."* 

The Abbe Clavigero, in his History of MexicOy has 
clearly indicated the present species, as distinguished 
from the turkey buzzard : — 

'' The business of clearing the fields of Mexico, is 
reserved principally for the zopilots, known in South 
America by the name of gallinazzi ; in other places, by 
that of aure ; and in some places, though very impro- 
perly, by that of ravens. There are two very different 
species of these birds : the one, the zopilot, propeiiy so 
called; the other called the cozcaquauhtU : tney are 
both biffger than the raven. These two species resemble 
each other in their hooked bill and crooked claws, and 
by having upon their head, instead of feathers, a 
wrinkled membrane with some curling hairs. They 
fly so high, that, although they are pretty large, they 
are lost to the sight; and especially before a hail 
storm they will be seen wheeung, in vast numbers, 
under the loftiest clouds, till thev entirely disappear. 
They feed upon carrion, which tney discover, by the 
acuteness of their sight and smell, from the ffreatest 
height, and descend upon it ^idth a majestic flight, in a 
great spiral course. They arc both almost mute. The 
two species are distinguished, however, by their sise, 
their colour, their numbers, and some other peculiarities. 
The zopilots, properly so called, have black feathers, 
with a brown head, bill, and feet; thoy &o often in 
flocks, and roost together upon trees. This species is 
very numerous, and is to be found in all the different 
climates ; while, on the contrary, the cozcaquauhtli is 

* Liv. iv, chap, ix, p. 172. 
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iar from numeroiu, and is peculiar to the warmer cli- 
mates alone.* The latter hird is larger than the copilot, 
has a red head and feet, with a beak of a deep red 
oolonry except towards its extremity, which is white. 
Its feathers are brown, except upon the neck and parts 
about the breast, which are of a reddish black. The 
wings are of an ash colour upon the inside, and, upon 
the outside, are variegated with black and tawny. 

^ The cozcaquauhtli is called by the Mexicans, king 
9f the zoptlots ; f and they say, that, when these two 
species happen to meet together about the same carrion, 
tne zopilot never be^ns to eat till the cozcaquauhtli has 
tasted it. The zopilot is a most useful bird to that 
ooimtry, for it not only clears the fields, but attends 
the crocodiles, and destroys the eggs which the females 
ci those dreadful amphibious animals leave in the sand 
to be hatched by the heat of the sun. The destruction 
of. such a bird ought to be prohibited under severe 
penalties." X 

We are almost afraid of trespassipg upon the patience 
of the reader by the length of our quotations ; but as we 
are very anxious that the subject of this article should 
enjoy that right to which it is fairly entitled, of being 
ranked as an independent species, we are tempted to 
^d one testimony more, which we find in the History 
of Chili, by the Abbe Molina. 

" The jota (vulturjota) resembles much the aura, a 
species of vulture, of which there is, perhaps, but one 
variety. It is distinguished, however, by the beak, 
which is gray, with a black point. Notwithstanding 
the size of this bird, which is nearly that of the turkey, 
and its strong and crooked talons, it attacks no other, 
hat feeds principally upon carcasses and reptiles. It is 

* This 18 a mistake. 

f This is the vtdtur aura. The bird wbicli now goes by the 
name of king of the zopilots, in New Spain, is the vultur papa 
of Linnaeus. 

^ Clavigero*8 .Mexwo, transUted by Cullen, vol. i, p. 47i 
London. 

VOL. I. B 
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eztremelj indolent, and will frequently remain, f 
long^ time, almost motionless, with its wings exten 
sunning itself upon the rocks, or the roofs of the hoi 
When m pain, which is the only time that it is kn 
to make any noise, it utters a sharp cry like that 
rat ; and usually disgporges what it nas eaten. The 
of this bird emits a fetid smell that is highly offen 
The manner in which it builds its nest, is perfi 
correspondent to its natural indolence: it carel 
places between rocks, or even upon the ground, a 
dry leayes or feathers, upon which it lays two eggs 
dirtv white."* 

The black vulture is twenty-six inches in length, 
four feet four inches in extent; the bill is two in 
and a half long, of a dark horn colour as far as net 
inch ; the remainder, the head, and a part of the i 
are covered with a black, wrinkled, caruncled i 
beset with short black hairs, and downy behind ; no 
an oblong slit ; irides, reddish hazel ; the throat is da 
with yefiow ochre ; the general colour of the plui 
is of a dull black, except the primaries, which 
whitish on the inside, and have four of their broad 
edges below of a drab, or dark cream colour, exten 
two inches, which is seen only when the wii 
imfolded; the shafts of the feathers white on both si 
the rest of the wing feathers dark on both sides ; 
wings, when folded, are about the length of the 
the fifth feather being the lonerest ; the secondarie 
two inches shorter than the tail, which is slightly for 
the exterior feathers three quarters of an inch lo 
than the rest; the legs are limy, three inches a: 
half in length, and, with the feet, are thick and str 
the middle toe is four inches long, side toes, two im 
and considerably webbed, inner toe rather the shor 
claws stronff, but not sharp, like those of thej 
genus; midcUe claw three quarters of an inch long; 
stomach is not lined with hair, as reported. Y 
opened, this bird smells strongly of musk. 

• Hist Chm, Am. ttwift. \, ^. \«5>- 
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Mr Abbot informs me, that the carrion crow builds its 
nest in the large trees of the low wet swamps, to which 
places they retire every eveninsf to roost. " They 
nrequent," says he, '' that part of the town of Savannah, 
where the hog-butchers reside, and walk about the 
streets, in great numbers, like domestic fowls. It is 
diverting to see, when the entrails and offals of the 
hogs are thrown to them, with what greediness they 
scramble for the food, seizing upon it, and pulling one 
against another until the strongest prevails. The turkey 
buzzard is accused of killing young lambs and pigs, by 
picking out their eyes; but I believe that the carrion 
crow IS not guilty of the like practices. The two 
species do not associate.*' 
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WILSON, PL. LY. FIG. I. — XDINBUB6H COLLKGK MUSKUM* 

This noble bird, in strength, spirit, and actiyity, ranks 
among the first of its tribe. It is found, though sparingly 
dispersed, over the whole temperate and arctic regions, 
particularly the latter; breeding on high precipitous 
rocks, always preferring^ a mountainous country. In 
its general appearance, it has great resemblance to the 
golden eagle, from which, however, it differs in being 
rather less, as also in the colours and markings of tbe 
tail, and, as it is said, in being less noisy. AVhen 
young, the colour of the body is considerably lighter, bat 
deepens into a blackish brown as it advances in age. 

The tail feathers of this bird are highly valued by the 
various tribes of American Indians, for ornamenting their 
calumets, or pipes of peace. Several of these pipes, which 
were brought from the remote regions of Louisiana, by 
Captain Lewis, are now deposited in Mr Peale's Museum, 
eacn of which has a numoer of the tail feathers of this 
bird attached to it. The northern, as well as southern 
Indians, seem to follow the like practice, as appears by 
the numerous calumets, formerly belonging to different 
tribes, to be seen in the same magnificent collection. 

Mr Pennant informs us, that the independent Tartan 

* li the yooDg of the golden eagle. 
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train this eagle for the chase of hares, foxes, wolves, 
antelopes, &c. and that they esteem the feathers of the 
tail the hest for plaming their arrows. The ring-tail 
eagle is charactenzed hy all as a generous spirited and 
docile bird; and various extraordinary incidents are 
related of it by different writers, not, however, suffi* 
dently authenticated to deserve repetition. The truth 
18, the solitary habits of the eagle now before us, the 
vast inaccessible cliffs to which it usually retires, united 
with the scarcity of the species in those regions inhabited 
by man, all combine to render a particular knowledge of 
ite manners very difficult to be obtained. The author 
has, once or twice, observed this bird sailing along th« 
alpine declivities of the white mountains of New Ifiimp- 
SDire, early in October, and again, over the highlands 
of Hudson's River, not far from West Point. Its flight 
was easy, in high circuitous sweeps; its broad white 
tail, tipped vrith brown, expanded hke a fan. Near the 
settlements on Hudson's Bay, it is more common, and 
18 said to prey on hares, and the various species of grouse 
which abound there. Buffon observes, that, though other 
eagles also prey upon hares, this species is a more fatal 
enemy to those timid animals, which are the constant 
object of their search, and the prey which they prefer. 
The Latins, after Pliny, termed the eagle Valeria quasi 
valens virilms, because of its strength, which appears 
greater than that of the other eagles in proportion to its 
size. 

The ring-tail eagle measures nearly three feet in 
length ; the bill is of a brownish horn colour ; the cere, 
sides of the mouth, and feet, yellow ; iris of the eye, 
reddish hazel, the eye turned considerably forwards; 
eyebrow remarkably prominent, projecting over tho 
eye, and giving a peculiar sternness to the aspect of the 
bird; the crown is flat ; the plumage of the head, throat, 
and neck, long and pointed ; that on the upper part of 
the head and neck, very pale ferruginous ; tore part of 
the crown, black ; all the pointed feathers are shafted 
with black ; whole upper parts, dark blackish brown ; 
wings, black; tail, rounded, long, of a white, or pale 
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crmm eoJoor, miiratelj sprinkled with speckg of aali, 
and dnskw, and ending in a broad band of deep dark 
brown, of neariy one-third its length ; chin, cheeks, and 
throat, blaek ; wh<4e lower parts, a deep dark brown, 
except the yent and inside of the thighs, which are 
white, stained with brown ; legs thickly covered to the 
feet with brownish white down, or feathers ; daws, Uadc, 
Teiy large, sharp, and formidable, the hind one foil two 
ODKAes long. 

The ring-tail eaj^e is found in Rossia, Switaerian^ 
Crermany, France, Scotland, and the northern parts ol 
America. As li^urco Polo, in his description of the 
customs of the Tartars, seems to allude to this i^ecic^ 
it maj be said to inhabit the whole circuit of the arctio 
r^lions of the globe. The golden eagle, on the contrary 
is said to be found onl j in the more warm and temperate 
countries of the ancient continent. Later discoyeries, 
however, have ascertained it to be also an inhabitant of 
the United States. 
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4. FALCO LEUCOCSPHALUS, LINN. — WHITE-HEADED, OR BALD 

EAGLE,* WILSON. 

WILSON, PLATE XXXVI.f — EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM. 

This distinguished bird, as he is the most beautiful 
of his tribe in this part of the world, and the adopted 
emblem of our country, is entitled to particular notice. 

* The epithet bald, applied to this species, whose head is thickly 
covered with feathers, is equaOy improper and ab«nrd with the 
titles goatsucker, kingsfisher, &c. bestowed on others ; and seems 
to have been occasioned by the white appearance of the head, when 
contrasted with the dark colour of the rest of the plumage. The 
appellation, however, being now almost universal, is retained in the 
following pages. 

f This plate represents the aduH bird. 
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Delebrated Cataract of Niagara is a noted place of 
t for the bald eag^le, as well on account of the ^aHi 
ired there, as for the numerous carcasses of squirrels, 

bears, and various other animals, that, in their 
ipts to cross the river above the Falls, have been 
ed into the ciurrent, and precipitated down that 
mdous gulf, where, among the rocks that bound the 
is below, they furnish a rich repast for the vulture, 
iven, and the bald eagle, the subject of the present 
int. He has been long known to naturalists, being 
ion to both continents, and occasionally met with 
a very high northern latitude, to the borders of 
»rrid zone, but chiefly in the vicinity of the sea, and 
the shores and cliffs of our lakes and large rivers. 
led by nature for .braving the severest cold; feeding 
ly on the produce of the sea, and of the land ; 
ssing powers of flight capable of outstripping even 
)mpests themselves ; unawed by anv thing but man; 
rom the ethereal heights to which he soars, looking 
d, at one glance, on an immeasurable expanse of 
s, fields. Lakes, and ocean, deep below nim, he 
irs indifferent to the little localities of change of 
DS ; as, in a few minutes, he can pass from summer 
nter, from the lower to the higher regions of the 
sphere, the abode of eternal cold, and from thence 
nd, at will, to the torrid, or the arctic regions of 
arth. He is, therefore, found at all seasons, in the 
tries he inhabits ; but prefers such places as have 
mentioned above, from the great partiality he has 
sh. 

procuring these, he displays, in a very singular 
ler, the genius and energy of his character, which 
ce, contemplative, daring, and tyrannical ; attributes 
xerted but on psirticular occasions, but, when put 
, overpowering all opposition. Elevated on the 
dead bmb of some gigantic tree that commands a 

view of the neighbouring shore and ocean, he 
8 calmly to contemplate the motions of the various 
ered tribes that pursue their busy avocations below ; 
mow-white gulls slowly winnowing the air; the 
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busy tringse ooursing^ along the sands ; trains of dndci 
streaming over the surface ; silent and watehfnl cranes^ 
intent and wading ; clamorous crows ; and all the winged 
multitudes that subsist by the bounty of this vast liquid 
magazine of nature. I^h oyer all these hoyers one, 
whose action instantly arrests his whole attention. By his 
wide curyature of wing, and sudden suspension in air, 
he knows him to be the fish hawk, setthug oyer some 
devoted victim of the deep. His eye kindles at the 
sight, and, balancing himself, with half opened wings, 
on the branch, he watches the result. Down, rapid as 
an arrow from heaven, descends the distant object of 
his attention, the roar of its wino-s reaching the ear as 
it disappears in the deep, making the surges foam 
around I At this moment, the eager looks of the eagle 
are all ardour; and, levelling his neck for flight, he 
sees the fish hawk once more emerge, struggling with 
his prey, and mounting in the air with screams of 
exultation. These are the signal for our hero, who, 
lanching into the air, instantly gives chase, and soon 
gains on the fish hawk ; each exerts his utmost to mount 
above the other, displaying in these rencontres the most 
elegant and sublime aerial evolutions. The unencum* 
bercd eagle rapidly advances, and is just on the point of 
reaching his opponent, when, iiith a sudden scream, 
probably of despair and honest execration, the latter 
drops his fish : the eagle, poising himself for a moment, 
as if to take a more certain aim, descends like a whirl- 
wind, snatches it in his grasp ere it reaches the water, 
and bears his ill-gotten booty silently away to the 
woods. 

These predatory attacks and defensive manoenvres 
of the eagle and the fish hawk, are matters of daily 
observation along the whole of our sea board, from 
Georgia to New England, and frequently excite great 
interest in the spectators. Sympathy, however, on this 
as on most other occasions, generally sides with the 
honest and laborious sufferer, in opposition to the attacks 
of power, injustice, and rapacity, qualities for whidi 
our hero is so generally notorious, and which, in his 



BALD EAGLE. 25 

superior, num, are certainly detestable. As for the 
feelings of the poor fish, they seem altogether out of 
tiie question, 

M/lien driven, as he sometimes is, by the combined 
Qomnaee and perseyerance of the fish hawks from their 
neifhoonrhocNl, and forced to hunt for himself, he 
retires more inland, in search of young pigs, of which 
he destroys great numbers. In the lower parts of 
Vifginiaand North Carolina, where the inhabitants raise 
▼ast herds of those animals, complaints of this kind are 
▼ery general against him. He also destroys young 
lanuN in the early part of spring ; and will sometimes 
attack old sickly sheep, aiming furiously at their eyes. 

In corroboration of the remarks I have myself matde 
on the manners of the bald eagle, many accounts have 
reached me fi:t>m various persons of respectability, living 
on or near our sea coast : The substance of all these I 
shall ^ideavour to incorporate with the present account. 

Bir John L. Gardiner, who resides on an island of 
three thousand acres, about three miles from the eastern 
point of Long Island, from which it is separated by 
Churdiner's Bay, and who has consequently many oppor- 
tonities of observing the habits of these birds, has 
&TOQred me with a number of interesting particulars 
on this subject; for which I beg leave uius publicly 
to return my grateful acknowled^ent. 

** The bald eagles," says this gentleman, <' remain on 
this island during the whole winter. They can be most 
easily discovered on evenings by their loud snoring 
while asleep on high oak trees; and, when awake, 
their hearing seems to be nearly as good as their sight. 
I think I mentioned to you, that I had myself seen one 
flyinff with a lamb ten days old, and which it dropped 
on the ground from about ten or twelve feet uigh. 
The struggling of the lamb, more than its weight, 
prevented its canying it away. My running, halloomg, 
and being very near, might prevent its completii^ its 
design. It had broke the back in the act of seizing 
it; and I was under the necessity of killing it outright 
to prevent its misery. The Iambus dam seemed asto- 
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nished to see its innocent offspring borne off into the 
air by a bird. 

" I was lately told," continues Mr Gardiner, " by a 
man of truth, that he saw an eagle rob a hawk of its 
fish, and the hawk seemed so enraged as to fly down 
at the eagle, while the eagle very deliberately, in the air, 
threw himself partly over on his back, and, while he 
grasped with one foot the fish, extended the other to 
threaten or seize the hawk. I have known seyeral 
hawks unite to attack the eagle; but never knew a 
single one to do it. The eagle seems to regard the 
hawks as the hawks do the king-birds, only as teasing, 
troublesome fellows." 

From the same intelligent and obliging friend, I lately 
received a well preserved skin of the bald eagle, which, 
from it^ appearance, and the note that accompanied it, 
seems to have belonged to a very formidable indivi- 
dual. *' It was shot," says Mr Gardiner, " last winter, 
on this island, and weighed thirteen pounds, measured 
three feet in length, and seven from tip to tip of the 
expanded wings ; was extremely fierce looking ; though 
wounded, would turn his back to no one ; fastened lus 
claws into the head of a dog, and was with difficulty 
disengaged. I have rode on horseback within five or 
six rods of one, who, by his bold demeanour, raising his 
feathers, &c. seemed willing to dispute the ground with 
its owner. The crop of the present was full of mutton, 
from my part blood Merinos ; and his intestines con- 
tained feathers, which he probably devoured with a 
duck, or winter gull, as I observed an entire foot and 
leg of some water fowl. I had two killed previous to this, 
which weighed ten pounds avoirdupois each." 

The intrepidity of character, mentioned above, may be 
farther illustrated by the following fact, which occorred 
a few years ago, near Great Egg Harbour, New Jersey. A 
woman, who happened to be weeding in the garden, had 
set her child down near, to amuse itself while she was at 
work ; when a sudden and extraordinary rushing souod, 
and a scream from her child, alarmed her, and, startinr 
up, she beheld the infant thro^ni down, and dnggra 
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some few feet, and a large bald eagle bearing off a frag- 
ment of its frock, which being the only part seized, and 
giving way, proTidentially saved the life of the in&nt. 
The appetite of the bald eagle, though habituated to 
long fasting, is of the most voracious and often the most 
indelicate kind. Fish, when he can obtain them, are 
preferred to aU other fare. Young lambs and pigs are 
dainty morsels, and made free with on all favourable 
occasions. Ducks, ^eese, gulls, and other sea fowl, are 
also seised with avidity. The most putrid carrion, 
when nothing better can be had, is acceptable; and 
the collected groups of gormandizing vultures, on 
the approach of this dignified personage, instimtly 
disperse, and make way for their master, waiting his 
departure in sullen silence, and at a respectful distance, 
on the adjacent trees. 

In one of those partial migrations of tree squirrels 
that sometimes take place in our western forests, many 
thousands of them were drowned in attempting to cross 
the Ohio ; and at a certain place, not far from Wheeling, 
a prodigious number of their dead bodies Were floated to 
the shore by an eddy. Here the vultures assembled in 
great force, and had regaled themselves for some time, 
when a bald eagle made his appearance, and took sole 
possession of the premises, keeping the whole vultures 
at their proper distance for several days. He has also 
been seen navigating the same river on a floating 
carrion, though scarcely raised above the surface of the 
water, and tugging at the carcass, regardless of snags, 
sawyers, planters, or shallows. He sometimes carries 
his tyranny to great extremes against the vultures. In 
hard times, when food happens to be scarce, should he 
accidentally meet with one of these who has its craw 
crammed with carrion, he attacks it fiercely in the air ; 
the cowardly vulture instantly disgorges, and the deU-r 
cious contents are snatched up by the eagle before 
they reach the ground. 

The nest of this species is generally fixed on a very 
lai^e and lofty tree, often in a swamp or morass, and 
difficult to be ascended. On some noted tree of thi^ 
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description^ often a pine or cypress, the bald eagle 
builds, year after year, for a long series of years. 
When both male and female have been shot from the. 
nest, another pair has soon after taken possession. The 
nest is large, bein? added to and repaired every season, 
until it becomes a black prominent mass, observable at a 
considerable distance. It is formed of large sticks, sods, 
earthy rubbish, hay, moss, &c Many have stated to 
me tnat the female lays first a single egg, and tha^ 
after having sat on it for some time, she lavs another; 
when the first is hatched, the warmth of that, it is 
pretended, hatches the other. Whether this be correct 
or not, I cannot determine; but a very respectable 
gentleman of Virginia assured me, that he saw a lam 
tree cut down, containing the nest of a bald eagle, in 
which were two young, one of which appeared neail^ 
three times as lai^e as the other. As a proof of their 
attachment to their young, a person near Norf<^ 
informed me, that, in clearing a piece of wood on his 
place, they met with a large dead pine tree, on which 
was a bald eagle's nest and young. The tree being on 
fire more than half way up, and the flames rapidly 
ascending, the parent eagle darted around and among 
the flames, until her plumage was so much injured that 
it was with difficulty she could make her escape, and 
even then, she several times attempted to return to 
relieve her ofi^spring. 

No bird provides more abundantly for its young than 
the bald eagle. Fish are daily carried thither in num- 
bers, so that they sometimes lie scattered round the 
tree, and the putrid smell of the nest may be distin- 
guished at the distance of several hundred yards. The 
young are at first covered with a thick whitish or 
cream coloured cottony down ; they gradually become 
of a gray colour as their plumage developes itself, 
continue of the brown gray until the third year, when 
the white begins to make its appearance on the head, 
neck, tail coverts, and tail ; these by the end of the 
fourth year are completely white, or very slightly tinged 
with cream ; the eye also is at first haxel, but gradually 
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titens into a brilliant straw colour, with the white 
lag^e of the head. Such at least was the gradual 
Tess of this change, witnessed by myself, on a very 

specimen brought up by a gentleman, a friend of 
), who, for a considerable tune, believed it to be 
t is usually called the gray eagle, and was much 
rised at the gradual metamorphosis. This will 
ant for the circumstance, so fi^uently obsenred, 
16 gray and white-headed eagle being seen together, 
I being, in fact, the same species, in different stages 
>lour, according to their difference of age. 
be flight of the bald ea^le, when taken into oon8i» 
tion with the ardour and energy of his character, b 
le and interesting. Sometimes the human eye can 

discern him, like a minute speck, moving in slow 
matures along the face of the heavens, as if recon* 
ring the earth at that immense distance. Sometimes 
j^lides along in a direct horizontal line, at a vast 
,'ht, with expanded and unmoving wings, till ha 
loaUy disappears in the distant blue ether. Seen 
usg in easy circles over the high shores and moni^ 
ous cliffs that tower above the Hudson and Susque- 
oa, he attracts the eye of the intelligent voyager, and 
3 flfreat interest to the scenery. At tne ejeai Cataract 
Niagara, already mentioned, there rises from the 
f into which the Falls of the Horse-Shoe descends, a 
>endous column of smoke, or spray, reaching to the 
vens, and moving off in large black clouds, according 
he direction of the wind, forming a verv striking 

majestic appearance. The eagles are here seen 
ing about, sometimes losing themselves in this thick 
imn, and again reappearing in another place, with 
ti ease and elegance of motion, as renders the whole 
y sublime. 

Hiffb o*er the watery uproar, «]ent seen, 
Safling sedate in majesty serene, 
Now midst the pillar'd spray sublimely lost. 
And now, emergiuff, down the Rapids tost, 
# Glides the bald eagle, gazing, calm and slow, 
0*er all the horrors of the scene below ; 
Intent alone to sate himsdf with blood. 
From the torn victims of the raging Aood. 
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The white-headed eagle is three feet long, and seven 
feet in extent ; the hill is of a rich yellow ; cere the same, 
slightly tinged with green ; mouth, flesh-coloured, t^ 
of the tongue, hluish hlack ; the head, chief part of thie 
neck, vent, tail coverts, and tail, are white in the perfect, 
or old hirds of hoth sexes, — in those under three yean 
of age these parts are of a gray hrown ; the rest of the 
plumage is deep dark brown, each feather tipt with pale 
brown, lightest on the shoulder of the wing, and darkest 
towards its extremities. The conformation of the wing 
is admirably adapted for the support of so large a bird; 
it measures two feet in breadth on the greater qoilk, 
and sixteen inches on the lesser ; the longest primaries 
are twenty inches in length, and upwards of one indk 
in circumference where they enter the skin ; the broadest 
secondaries are three inches in breadth across the vane; 
the scapulars are very large and broad, spreading firom 
the back to the wing, to prevent the air from passhog 
through ; another ran^e of broad flat feathers, from three 
to ten inches in length, also extend from the lower part 
of the breast to the wing below, for the same purpose; 
between these lies a deep triangular cavity ; the tnighs 
are remarkably thick, strong, and muscular, covered with 
long feathers pointing backwards, usually called the 
femoral feathers ; the legs, which are covered half way 
below the knee, before, with dark bro wn downy feathen^ 
are of a rich yellow, the colour of ripe IncUan com; 
feet the same ; claws, blue black, very large and strong, 
particularly the inner one, which is considerably the 
largest; soles, very rono^h and warty ; the eye is sunk 
under a bon^, or cartilaginous projection, of a pale ycJIow 
colour, and is turned considerably forwards, not standing 
parallel with the cheeks, the iris is of a bright straw 
colour, pupil black. 

The male is generally two or three inches shorter than 
the female ; the white on the head, neck, and tail being 
more tinned with yellowish, and its whole appearance 
less formidable ; the bro^vn plumage is also lighter, and 
the bird itself less daring than the female,— *a drcuB- 
stance common to almost all birds of prey. 
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The bird from which the foregoing description was 
taken, was shot near Great 'Egg Harbour, in the month 
of January. It was in excellent order, and weighed 
about eleven pounds. Dr Samuel B. Smith, of this 
city, obliged me with a minute and careful dissection 
of it; from whose copious and very interesting notes 
on the subject I shiul extract such remarks as are 
mited to the general reader. 

* The eagle you sent me for dissection was a beautiful 
female. It had two expansions of the gullet. The first 
prinoipally composed of longitudinal bundles of fibre, 
m which (as the bird is rayenous and without teeth) 
large portions of unmasticated meats are suffered to dis- 
tdTe Defore they pass to the lower or proper stomach, 
irhich is membranous. I did not receive the bird time 
enough to ascertain whether any chilification was 
eliected by the juices from the vessels of this enlarge- 
BMnt of the cesophagus. I think it probable, that it 
abo has a regurgitating, or vomiting power, as the bird 
constantly swallows large quantities of indigestible sub- 
atances, such as quills, hairs, &c. In this sac of the 
aasle, I found the quill feathers of the small white gull ; 
ana in the true stomach, the tail and some of the breast 
feathers of the same bird, and the dorsal vertebrae of a 
large fish. This excited some surprise, until you made 
me aoquainted with the fact of its watching the fish 
hawka, and robbing them of their prey. Thus we see, 
tiironghout the whole empire of animal life, power is 
afanoat always in a state of hostility to justice; and 
•f the Deity onlj can it truly be said, that justice is 
eommensurate with power I 

* The eagle has the several auxiliaries to digestion 
and aasimilation in common with man. The liver was 
uraanally large in your specimen. It secretes bile, 
which stimulates the intestmes, prepares the chyle for 
blood, and by this very secretion 'x>f bile, (as it is a 
deeply respiring animal,) separates or removes some 
obnoxioiM principles from the blood. (See Dr Rush's 
admirable lecture on this important viscus in the human 
lolijcot) The intestines were also large, long, convolute. 
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and supplied with numerous lacteal yessels, which differ 
little m>m those of men, except in colour, which was 
transparent The kidneys were larg^e, and seated on 
each side the yertebrse, near .the anus. They are also 
destined to secrete some offensive principles from the 
hlood. 

** The eg^gs were small and numerous; aud, after a 
careful examination, I concluded that no sensible increase 
takes place in them till the particular season. This may 
account for the unusual excitement which preyails in 
these birds in the sexual intercourse. Why there an 
so many egffs, is a mystery. It is, perhaps, consistent 
with natural law, that every things should oe abundant; 
but, from this bird, it is said, no more than two young 
are hatched in a season, consequently, no more eggs ars 
wanted than a sufficiency to produce that effect. An 
the eggs numbered originally, and is there no inoreue 
of number, but a gradual loss, till all are depo»ted? 
If so, the number may correspond to the long life and 
vigorous health of this noble bird. Why there is bat 
two young in a season, is easily explained. Nature ha 
been studiously parsimonious of her physical strength, 
from whence the tribes of animals incapable to r^ist, 
derive security and confidence." 

The eagle is said to live to a great age — sixty, ei^tj, 
and, as some assert, one hundred years. This drcniii* 
stance is remarkable, when we consider the seeming 
intemperate habits of the bird. Sometimes fiisting^ 
through necessity, for several days, and at other times 
gorging itself with animal food till its craw swells out 
the plumage of that part, forming a large protuberaiMse 
on the breast This, however, is its natural food; and 
for these habits its whole organization is particularly 
adapted. It has not, like men, invented rich wines, 
ardent spirits, and a thousand artificial poisons, in the 
form of soups, sauees, and sweetmeats. Its food is 
simple, it indidges freely, uses great exercise, breathes 
the purest air, is healthy, vigorous, and long lived. 
The lords of the creation themselves might derive soma 
useful hints from these fiicts, were they not already, 
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I general, too wise, or too proud, to learn from their 
\^rwrs, the fowls of the tor and beasts of the field. 
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This eagle inhabits the same countries, frequents the 
ime situations, and lives on the same kind of food, as 
te bald eagle, ^dth whom it is often seen in company. 
; resembles this last so much in figure, size, form of 
le bill, legs, and claws, and is so often seen associating 
ith it, both along the Atlantic coast and in the vicinity 
r our lakes and large rivers, that I have strong sus- 
leions, notwithstanding ancient and very respectable 
athorities to the contrary, of its being the same species, 
oly in a different stage of colour. 

That several years elapse before the young of the 
aid eagle receive the white head, neck, and tail; 
ad that, during the intermediate period, their plumage 
trongly resembles that of the sea eagle, I am satisfied 
rom my own observation on three several birds, kept 
y persons of Philadelphia. One of these, belonging to 
be late Mr Enslen, collector of natural subjects for the 
^peror of Austria, was confidently believed by him to 
e the black, or sea eagle, until the fourth year, when 
be plumage on the head, tail, and tail-coverts, began 
Tadually to become white; the bill also exchanged 
ts dusky hue for that of yellow ; and, before its death, 
his bird, which I frequently examined, assumed the 
lerfect dress of the full-plumaged bald eagle. Another 

* TUs is the young of ihefalco leucocephalus, or white-headed 
itfle, not the young of the fiUeo dOnctUaf or cinereous eagle, 
i^ich is the sea eagfe of Britain. — £ditor, 

YOL. I. C 
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circumstance, corroborating these suspicions, is the 
variety that occurs in the colours of the sea eagle. 
Scarcely two of these are found to be alike, their 
plumage being more or less diluted with white. In 
some, the chin, breast, and tail-coverts, are of a deep 
brown ; in others nearly white ; and in all, evidently 
unfixed and varying to a pure white. Their place and 
manner of building, on high trees, in the neighbourhood 
of lakes, large rivers, or the ocean, exactly similar to 
the bald eagle, also strengthens the belief. At the 
celebrated Cataract of Niagara, great numbers of these 
birds, called there ^y eagles, are continually seen 
sailing high and majestically over the watery tumult, 
in company with the bald eagles, eagerly watching for 
the mangled carcasses of those animals that have been 
hurried over the precipice, and cast up on the rocki 
below, by the violence of the Rapids. These are some 
of the circumstances on which my suspicions of the 
identity of those two birds are founded. In some future 
part of the work, I hope to be able to speak with more 
certainty on this subject. 

Were wo disposed, after the manner of some, to 
substitute, for plain matters of fact, all the narrativeii 
conjectures, and fanciful theories of travellers, voyagers, 
compilers, &c. relative to the history of the eagle, the 
volumes of these writers, from Aristotle down to bii 
admirer, the Count de Bufifon, would furnish abundant 
materials for this purpose. But the author of the 
present work feels no ambition to excite surprise and 
astonishment at the expense of truth, or to attempt 
to elevate and embellish his subject beyond the pktft 
realities of nature. On this account, he cannot aasent 
to the assertion, however eloquently made, in the cele* 
bratod parallel drawn by the French natundist, betweei 
the lion and the eagle, viz. that the eagle, like the lioii> 
" disdains the possession of that property which is not 
the fruit of his own industry, and rejects, with contempt* 
the prey which is not procured by his own exertions;*' 
siuce the very reverse of this is the case, in the conduct 
of the bald and the sea eagle, who, duriug the summer 



SEA EAGLE. 35 

monthsy are the constant robbers and plunderers of the 
osprey, or fish-hawk, by whose industry alone both are 
usually fed. Nor that, '' though famished for want of 
prey, he disdains to feed on carrion" since we haye 
ourselves seen the bald eagle, while seated on the dead 
carcass of a horse, keep a whole flock of vultures at a 
respectful distance, until he had fully sated his own 
iq^tite. The Count has also taken great pains to 
expose the ridiculous opinion of Pliny, who conceived 
that the ospreys formed no separate race, and that they 
proceeded from the intermixture of different species 
df eagles, the young of which were not ospreys, only 
Ma eagles ; '' which sea eagles^" says he, *' breed small 
mtturesy which engender great vultures, that liave not 
the power of propagation," * But, while labouring to 
oonRite these absurdities, the Count himself, in his belief 
of an occasional intercourse between the osprey and the 
sea eagle, contradicts all actual observation, and one of 
the most common and fixed laws of nature ; for it may 
be safely asserted, that there is no habit more universal 
unong the feathered race, in their natural state, than 
that chastity of attachment, which confines the amours 
of individuals to those of their own species only. That 
perveniion of nature, produced by domestication, is 
nothing to the purpose. In no instance have I ever 
observed the sligntest appearance of a contrary conduct. 
Bmen in those birds which never build a nest for them- 
selves, nor hatch their young, nor even pair, but live in 
1 state of general concubinage, — such as the cuckoo of 
the old, and the cow bunting of the new continent, — 
liiere is no instance of a deviation from this striking 
liabit. I cannot, therefore, avoid considering the opinion 
ibove alluded to, that '' the male osprey, by coupling 
irith the female sea eagle, produces sea eagles ; and 
that the female osprey, by pairing with the male sea 
Mgle, gives birth to ospreys," f or fish-hawks, as alto- 
gether unsupported by facts, and contradicted by the 

♦ Hist, Nat, lib. x, c 8. 

f Buffon, voL I. p. 80, Trans, 
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constant and nniyersal habits of the whole feathered 
race, in their state of nature. 

The sea eagle is said, by Saleme, to build, on the. 
loftiest oaks, a very broad nest, into which it drops two 
large eggs, that are quite round, exceedingly heavy, and 
of a dirty white colour. Of the precise time of buuding, 
we have no account ; but soniething may be dednoM 
from the following circumstance: — In the month of 
May, while on a shooting excursion along the sea coast, 
not far from Great Egg Harbour, accompanied by my 
friend Mr Ord, we were conducted about a mile into 
the woods to see an eagle's nest. On approaching 
within a short distance of the place, the bird was per* 
ceived slowly retreating from the nest, which, we fonnd, 
occupied the centre of the top of a very large yellow 
pine. The woods were cut down, and cleared off, for 
several rods around the spot, which, from this circom* 
stance, and the statelv, erect trunk, and large crooked, 
wriggUng branches of the tree, surmounted by a black 
mass of sticks and brush, had a very singular and 
picturesque effect. Our conductor had brought an axe 
with him, to cut down the tree; but my coinpanion, 
anxious to save the eggs, or young, insisted on ascending 
to the nest, which he fearlessly performed, while we 
stationed ourselves below, ready to defend him, in case 
of an attack from the old eagles. No opposition, how- 
ever, was offered; and, on reaching the nest, it was 
found, to our disappointment, empty. It was built of 
large sticks, some of them several feet in length ; withii 
which lay sods of earth, sedge, grass, dry reeds, &0, 
piled to the height of five or six feet, by more than four 
m breadth. It was well lined with fresh pine tops, and 
had little or no concavity. Under this uning lay the 
recent exuviie of the young of the present year, such 
as scales of the quill feathers, down, &c. Our gaide 
had passed this place late in February, at which time 
both male and female were making a great noise about 
the nest; and, from what we afterwards leamt, it is 
highly probable it contained young, even at that early 
time of the season. 
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' A tew miles from this, is another eagle's nest^ built 
also on a pine tree, which, from the information received 
from the proprietor of the woods, had been long the 
residenoe of this family of eagles. The tree on which 
the nest was originally built, had been, for time imme- 
morial, or at least ever since he remembered, inhabited 
hf these eagles. Some of his sons cut down this tree 
to procure the youngr, which were two in number ; and 
tiie eagles, soon after, commenced building another nest, 
on the very next adjoining tree, thus exhibiting a very 
particular attachment to the spot. The eagles, ne says, 
make it a kind of home and lodging place, in all seasons. 
This man asserts, that the gray, or sea eagles, are the 
yoDUg of the bald eagle, and that they are several years 
M before they begin to breed. It does not drive its 
young from the nest like the osprey, or fish-hawk, but 
eontinues to feed them long after they leave it. 
. The specimen from whicn this description was taken 
measured three feet in length and upwards of seven 
feet in extent. The bill was formed exactly like 
that of the bald eagle, but of a dusky brown colour; 
eere and legs, bright yellow ; the latter, as in the bald 
eagle, feathered a little below the knee ; irides, a bright 
straw colour; head above, neck and back, streaJted with 
Urht brown, deep brown, and white, the plumage being 
mite, tint and centered with brown ; scapulars, brown ; 
lesser wing-coverts, very pale, intermixed with white ; 
primaries, black, their shafts brownish white ; rump, 
pale brownish white; tail, rounded, somewhat longer 
than the wings, when shut, brown on the exterior vanes, 
tiio inner ones white, sprinkled with dirty brown; 
throat, breast, and belly, white, dashed and streaked 
with different tints of brown and pale yellow; vent, 
brawn, tipt with white ; femorals, dark brown, tipt with 
%liter ; auriculars, brown, forming a bar from below 
toe eye backwards ; plumage of the neck, long, narrow, 
and pointed, as is usual with eagles, and of a brownish 
eoloiur, tipt with white. 

The sea eagle is said, by various authors, to hunt at 
nighty as weU as during the day, and that, besides ^^> 
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it feeds on chickens, birds, hares, and other animals. It 
is also said to catch fish during the night ; and that the 
noise of its plunging into the water is heard at a great 
distance. But, in the descriptions of these writers, tins 
bird has been so frequently confounded with the oeprey, 
ajs to leave little doubt that the habits and manners of 
the one have been often attributed to both ; and others 
added that are common to neither. 
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6. FALCO HALIJBTU8, LINN. — FISH-HAWK, OR OSP&EY, WILSMI.* 

WILSON, PL. XXXVII. FIO. I.^ — ^ZDIKBURGH COLLEGE MnSEVll. 

This formidable, vigorous-winged, and well known 
bird, subsists altogether on the finny tribes that swarm 
in our bays, creeks, and rivers ; procuring his prey by 
his own active skill and industry; and seeming no 
farther dependent on the land than as a mere renting 

Elace, or, in the usual season, a spot of deposit for 
is nest, eggs, and young. 
The fish-hawk is migratory, arriving on the cocsts 
of New York and New Jersey about the twenty-first of 
March, and retiring to the south about the twenty- 
second of September. Heavy equinoctial storms may 
vary these periods of arrival and departure a few days ; 
but long observation has ascertained, that they are kept 
with remarkable regularity. On the arrival of these 
birds in the northern parts of the United States, in 
March, they sometimes find the bays and ponds frosen, 
and experience a difficulty in procuring fish for roany 
days. Yet there is no instance on record of their 
attacking birds, or inferior land animals, with Intent 

* It is also a European species. 
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to feed on them ; though their great strength of flight, 
as well as of feet and oaws, would seem to render this 
no difficult matter. But they no sooner arrive, than they 
wage war on the hald eagles, as against a horde of 
rolwers and banditti ; sometimes succeeding, by force 
of numbers and perseyerance, in driving them from 
their haunts, but seldom or never attacking them in 
single combat. 

The first appearance of the fish-hawk in spring, is 
welcomed by the fishermen, as the happy signal oi the 
approach of those vast shoals of herring, shad, &c. 
that regularly arrive on our coasts, and enter our rivers 
in such prodigious multitudes. Two of a trade, it is 
said, seldom agree ; the adage, however, will not hold 
good in the present case, for such is the respect paid 
the fish-hawk, not only by this class of men, but, 
generally, by the whole ne]gnbourh€K>d where it resides, 
that a person who should attempt to shoot one of them, 
would stand a fair chance of being insulted. This 
prepomession in favour of the fish-hawk is honourable 
to tneir feelings. They associate, with its first appear^ 
ance, ideas of plenty, and all the gaiety of busmess; 
they see it active and industrious like themselves; 
inoffensive to the productions of their farms ; building 
with confidence, and without the least disposition to 
concealment, in the middle of their fields, and along 
their fences ; and returning, year after year, regularly 
to its former abode. 

The nest of the fish-hawk is usually built on the top 
of a dead, or decaying tree, sometimes not more than 
fifteen, often upwards of fifty feet, from the ground. 
It has been remarked by the people of the sea coasts, 
that the most thriving tree will die in a few years after 
heing taken possession of by the fish-hawk. This is 
attributed to the fish-oil, and to the excrements of the 
bird; but is more probably occasioned by the large 
heap of wet salt materials of which the nest is usually 
eompoeed. In my late excursions to the sea shore, I 
ascended to several of these nests that had been built 
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in from year to year, and found them oonstnicted as 
follows : — Externally, large sticks, from half an inch t» 
an inch and a half in diameter, and two or three feet 
in length, piled to the height of four or five feet, and 
from two to three feet in breadth ; these were inteiv 
mixed with com stalks, sea-weed, pieces of wet turf, im 
large quantities, mullein stalks, ana lined with diy sei^ 
grass; the whole forming a mass very obsenraole at 
half a mile's distance, and large enough to fill a carl^ 
and form no inconsiderable load for a horse. These 
materials are so well put together, as often to adhere^ 
in large fragments, after being blown down by the wind* 
My learned and obliging correspondent of New Yoik, 
Dr Samuel L. Mitchill, observes, that <' A sort of 
superstition is entertained in regard to the fish-hawk. 
It nas been considered a fortunate incident to hayea 
nest, and a pair of these birds, on one's farm. Thej 
have, therefore, been generally respected ; and neither 
the axe nor the gun has been lifted against them. 
Their nest continues from year to year. The same 
couple, or another, as the case may be, occupies it^ 
season after season. Repairs are duly made, or, when 
demolished by storms, it is industriously rebuilt. There 
was one of these nests, formerly, upon the leafiest 
summit of a venerable chestnut tree on our farm, directly 
in front of the house, at the distance of less than hafr 
a mile. The withered trunk and boughs, surmounted 
b^ the coarse wrought and capacious nest, was a more 
picturesque object than an obelisk : and the flight of 
the hawks, as they went forth to hunt, returned with 
their game, exercised themselves in wheeling round 
and round, and circling about it, were amusiug to the 
beholder, almost from morning to night. The family 
of these hawks, old and young, \s'an killed by the 
Hessian Jagers, A succeeding pair took possession of 
the nest ; but, in the course of time, the prongs of the 
trunk so rotted away, that the nest could no longer be 
supported. The hawks have been obliged to seek new 
quarters. We have lost this part of our prospect ; and 
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or treet have not afforded a conrenient site for one of 
bflir habitations since." 

About the first of May, the female fish-hawk berins 
» Inj her eg«y which are commonly three in number, 
omctimes only two, and rarely four. They are some- 
rhat hirger than those of the common hen, and nearly 
f the same shape. The ground colour yaries, in 
■^fl^Bf^i^t egffs, from a reddish cream, to nearly a white, 
plashed and daubed all oyer with dark Spanish brown, 
s if done by art.* During the time the female is 
ittiiig, the male frequently suppb'es her with fish; 
loom she occasionally takes a short circuit to sea 
eraw, but quickly returns again. The attention of 
le male, on such occasions, is regulated by the circum* 
amees of the case. A pair of these birds, on the south 
de of Great Egg Harbour riyer, and near its mouth, 
'Cfre noted for seyeral years. The female, haying but 
ae leg, was regularly furnished, while sitting, with 
sh in such abundance, that she seldom left the nest, 
ad never to seek for food. This kindness was con- 
naed both before and after incubation. Some animals, 
ho claim the name and rationality of man, might 
lash at the recital of this fact. 

On the appearance of the young, which is usually 
tout the last of June, the zeal and watchfulness of the 
irents are extreme. They stand guard, and go off to 
ih, alternately; one parent being always within a 

• Of the palatableness of these em I cannot speak from personal 
perience ; ont the following incident will shew that the exneri- 
snt has actually been made : — A country feUow, near Ca])e May, 
I his way to a neighbouring tavern, passing a tree, on which was 
Ssh«Iiawk*s nest, immediately mounted, and robbed it of the only 
g it contained, which he carried with him to the tavern, and 
nrecl the landlord to make it into egg-nogg. The tavern-keeper, 
jer »finr wry feces, complied witn nis request, and the fellow 
'allowed tibe oordiiil; whether from its effects on the olfiictory 
nresi (fee he said it smilt abominably,) on the imagination, or on 
e slqmacih alone, is uncertain, but it operated as a most outrageous 
leliq^ and cured the man, for that time at least, of his thirst for 
g-noffg. What is rather extraordinary, the landlord ( Mr Beasley ) 
ntiedme, that, to all appearance, the egg was perfectly fresh« 
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short distance of the nest. On the near approach of 
any person, the hawk utters a plaintive whistlings note, 
which becomes shriller as she takes to wing, and sails 
around, sometimes making a rapid descent, as if aiming 
directly for you ; but checking her course, and sweeping 
past, at a short distance over head, her win^ mndag 
a loud whizzing in the air. My worthy friend Mr 
Gardiner informs me, that they have even been known 
to fix their claws in a negro's head, who was attempting 
to climb to their nest ; and I had lately a proof of their 
daring spirit in this way, through the kindness of a 
friend, resident, for a few weeks, at Great Egg Harbour. 
I had requested of him the favour to transmit me, if 
possible, a live fish-hawk, for the purpose of makioff a 
draM'ing of it, which commission he very faithfiuly 
executed ; and I think I cannot better illnstrate this 
part of the bird's character, than by quoting his letter 
at large. 

" Beasletfs, Great Egg Harbour y 80^A Jtme, 1811. 
" Sir, — Mr Beasley and I went to reconnoitre a 
fish-hawk's nest on Thursday afternoon. When I was 
at the nest, I was struck with so great violence on the 
crown of the hat, that I thought a hole was made in it. 
I had ascended fearlessly, and never dreamt of being 
attacked. I came down quickly. There were in the 
nest three young ones, about the size of pullets, which, 
though full feathered, were unable to fly. On Friday 
morning, I went again to the nest to get a young one, 
which I thought I could nurse to a considerable growth, 
sufficient to answer your purpose, if I should fail to 
procure an old one, which was represented to me as 
almost impossible, on account of his shyness, and the 
danger from his dreadful claws. On taking a yonng 
one, I intended to lay a couple of snares in the nest, 
for which purpose I had a strong cord in mypofket. 
The old birds were on the tree when Captain Ef. and I 
approached it. As a defence, profiting by the experience 
of yesterday, I took a walking stick with me. MTien 
I was about half up the tree, the bird I send you stnick 
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He repeatedly with violence ; he flew round, in a 
U circle, darting at me at every circuit, and I striking 
im. Observing that he always described a circle 
lie air, before he came at me, I kept a hawk*8 eye 
a him, and the moment he passed me, I availed 
elf of the opportunity to ascend. When imme- 
oly under the nest, I hesitated at the formidable 
Mition I met, as his rage appeared to increase with 
presumption in invading his premises. But I 
lated to the nest. At that moment he darted directly 
le with all his force, whizzing through the air, his 
er apparently redoubled. Fortunately for me, I 
ok him on the extreme joint of the right wing with 
■tick, which brought him to the ground. During 
contest, the female was flying round and round at 
»pectful distance. Captain H. held him till I tied 
handkerchief about his legs ; the captain felt the 
ct of his claws. I brought away a young one to 
p the old one in a good humour. I put them in a 
T large coop ; the young one ate some fish, when 
£en and put into its throat ; but the old one would 
eat for two days. He continued sullen and obsti- 
>y hardly changing his position. He walks about 
*-, and is approached without danger. He takes very 
e notice of the young one. A Joseph Smith, working 
he field where this nest is, had the curiosity to go 
to look at the eggs : the bird clawed his face in a 
oking manner ; his eye had a narrow escape. I am 
. that it has never been considered dangerous to 
poach a hawk's nest. K this be so, this bird's 
racter is peculiar ; his affection for his young, and 
valiant opposition to an invasion of his nest, entitle 
to conspicuous notice. He is the prince of fish- 
'ks ; his character and his portrait seem worthy of 
ig handed to the historic muse. A hawk more 
thy of the honour which awaits him could not have 
I found. I hope no accident will happen to him, 
that he may fully answer your purpose. — Yours, 

" Thomas Smith." 



This mornings the female was flying to and fro*, * 
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making a mournful noise." 

The young of the fish-hawk are remarkable fof 
remaining long in the nest before they attempt to fly. 
Mr Smith's letter is dated June SOth, at which tnn^ 
he observes, they were as large as pullets, and loU 
feathered. Seventeen days after, I myself ascended to 
this same hawk's nest, where I found the two remam- 
ing young ones seemingly fuU g^own. They made M 
attempts to fly, though tney both placed themselvet ii 
a stem posture of defence as I examined them at my 
leisure. The female had procured a second helpmate | 
but he did not seem to inherit the spirit of his prede^ 
cessor, for, like a true step-father, he left the nest at 
my approach, and sailed about at a safe distance with 
his mate, who shewed great anxiety and distress dming 
the whole of my visit. It is universally asserted, Inr 
the people of the neighbourhood where these biru 
breed, that the young remain so long, before they fly, 
that the parents are obliged at last to compel them to 
shift for themselves, beating them with their wings, 
and driving them from the nest. But that they con- 
tinue to assist them even after this, I know to be a ftct, 
from my own observation, as I have seen the yoong 
bird meet its parent in the air, and receive from hia 
the fish he carried in his claws. 

The flight of the fish-hawk, his manoeuvres while ii 
search of fish, and his manner of seizing his prey, are 
deserving of particular notice. In leaving tne mt^ 
he usually flies direct till he comes to the sea, thM 
sails around, in easy curving lines, turning sometimei 
in the air as on a pivot, apparently without the least 
exertion, rarely moving the wings, his legs extended it 
a straight Hue behind, and his remarkable length, and 
curvature, or bend of wing, distinguishing him from ail 
other hawks. The height at which he thus elegantly 
glides is various, from one hundred to one hundred ant 
hfty, and two hundred feet, sometimes much higher, all 
the while calmly reconnoitring the face of the deep 
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bdU>w. Suddenly be is seen to check his course, as if 
struck by a particular object, which he seems to survey 
for a few moments with such steadiness, that he appears 
fixed in air, flappinsf his wings. This object, however, 
be abandons, or rather the nsh he had in his eye has 
disappeared, and he is again seen sailing around as 
htm^ Now his attention is again arrested, and he 
dnoends with great rapidity ; but ere he reaches the 
nf£M9e, shoots off on another course, as if ashamed that 
• teoond victim had escaped him. He now sails at a 
ihort height above the surface, and by a zig-zag descent, 
aid without seeming to dip his feet in the water, seizes 
I fishy which, after carrying a short distance, he probably 
drope, or yields up to the bald eagle, and again ascends, 
\f easy spiral circles, to the higher regions of the air, 
vhere he glides about in all the ease and majesty of his 
■pecies. At once, from this sublime aerial height, he 
Msoends like a perpendicular torrent, plunging into the 
•ea with a loud msbing sound, and with the certainty 
of a rifle. In a few moments he emerges, bearing in 
Ids claws his strugs^ling prey, which he always carries 
bead foremost, ana, having risen a few feet above the 
nurfiuse, shakes himself as a water spaniel would do, and 
dizects his heavy and laborious course directly for the 
knd. If the wind blow hard, and his nest lie in the quarter 
from whence it comes, it is amusing to observe with 
what judgment and exertion he beats to windward, not 
in a direct line, that is, in the wind's eyCy but making 
MTeial successive tacks to gain his purpose. This will 

rsar the more striking, when we consider the size of 
fish which he sometimes bears along. A shad was 
takoB from a fish-hawk near Great Egg Harbour, on 
which he had begun to regale himself, and had already 
ata a considerable portion of it ; the remainder weighed 
fix paonds. Another fish-hawk was passing Mr Beas- 
Itj'ay at the same place, with a large flounder in his 
traap, which struggled and shook him so, that he dropt 
U on the shore. The flounder was picked up, and 
served the whole family for dinner. It is singular that 
^m, hawk never descends to pick up a fish which he 
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happens to drop, either on the land or on the water. 
There is a kind of abstemious dignity in this habit of 
the hawk, superior to the gluttonous voracity displayed 
by most other birds of prey, particularly by the bald 
eagle, whose piratical robberies committed on the pre- 
sent species, have been already fully detailed in treatii^ 
of his history. The hawk, however, in his iishioi^ 
pursuits, sometimes mistakes his mark, or overrates his 
strength, by striking fish too large and powerful for 
him to manage, by whom he is suddenly dra^^d under; 
and, though he sometimes succeeds in extricating him- 
self, after being taken three or four times down, yet 
oftcner both parties perish. The bodies of sturgeon, 
and of several other large fish, with a fish-hawk fist 
grappled in them, have, at different times, been found 
dead on the shore, cast up by the waves. 

The fish-hawk is doubtless the most numerous of all 
its genus within the United States. It penetrates &r 
into the interior of the country up our large rivers, and 
their head waters. It may be said to line the searcoast 
from Georgia to Canada. In some parts I have counted, 
at one view, more than twenty of their nests within 
half a mile. Mr Gardiner informs me, that, on the small 
island on which he resides, there are at least ^ three 
hundred nests of fish-hawks that have young, which, 
on an average, consume probably not less than six 
hundred fish daily." Before they depart in the autumn, 
they regularly repair their nests, carrying up stido^ 
sods, &c. fortifying them against the violence of the 
winter storms, which, from this circumstance, they 
would seem to foresee and expect. But, notwithstan^ 
ing all their precautions, they frequently, on their retan 
in spring, find them lying in ruins around the roots of 
the tree ; and sometimes the tree itself has shared the 
same fate. When a number of hawks, to the amoont 
of twenty or upwards, collect together on one tree, 
making a loud squeeling noise, there is generally a nest 
built soon after on the same tree. Probably this con- 
gressional assembly were settling the ri^ht of the new 
pair to the premises ; or it might be a kind of wedding. 
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or joyous festive meeting on the occasion. They are 
Dfttundly of a mild and peaceable disposition, hying 
together in great peace and harmony ; for though with 
them, as in the best regulated communities, instances 
of attack and robbery o(;cur among themselves, yet these 
instances are extremely rare. Mr Gardiner observes, 
that they are sometimes seen high in the air, sailing 
and cutting strange gambols, with loud vociferations, 
darting down several hundred feet perpendicular, fre- 
({uently with part of a fish in one claw, M'hich they 
seem proud of, and to claim high hooky as the fishermen 
cdl him who takes the greatest number. On these 
occasions, they serve as a barometer to foretel the 
diaoges of the atmosphere ; for, when the fish-hawks 
ire seen thus sailing high in air, in circles, it is univer- 
sally believed to prognosticate a change of weather, 
often a thunder storm, iu a few hours. On the faith 
«f the certainty of these signs, the experienced coaster 
wisely prepares for the expected storm, and is rarely 
mistaken. 

There is one singular trait in the character of this 
bint which is mentioned in treating of the purple 
paklcy and which I have had many opportunities 
of witnessing. The grakles, or crow blackbirds, are 
paimittcd by the fish-hawk to build their nests among 
tlie interstices of the sticks of which bis own is (;on- 
•trocted, — several pairs of grakles taking up their abode 
there^ like humble vassals around the castle of their 
chief, laying, hatcbing their young, and living together 
in mutual harmony. I have found no less than towv of 
these nests clustered around the sides of the former, 
aad a fifth fixed on the nearest branch of the adjoining 
trae ; as if the proprietor of this last, unable to find an 
unoocupied corner on the premises, had been anxious 
te share, as much as possible, the company and protec- 
tion of this generous bird. 

The fish-hawk is twenty-two inches in length, and 
five feet three inches in extent ; the bill is doep black, 
the upper as well as lower cere, (for the base of the 
lower mandible has a loose moveable skin,) and also 
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the sides of the mouth, from the nostrils backwards, 
are light blue ; crown and hind head pure white, front 
streaked with brown; through the eye, a bar of dttk 
blackish brown passes to the neck behind, whidi, as 
well as the whole upper parts, is deep brown, the edgw 
of the feathers lighter ; shafts of the wing quills browBp 
ish white ; tail slightly rounded, of rather a paler brown 
than the body, crossed with eight bars of very daik 
brown ; the wings, when shut, extend about an indi 
beyond the tail, and are nearly black towards the tips ; 
the inner vanes of both quill and tail feathers an 
whitish, barred with brown ; whole lower parts pure 
white, except the thighs, which are covered with snort 
plumage, and streaked down the fore part with pale 
brown; the legs and feet are a very pale light luoe, 
prodigiously strong and disproportionably liu^, and 
are covered with flat scales of remarkable stren^^ and 
thickness, resembling, when dry, the teeth of a laiga 
rasp, particularly on the soles, intended, no doubt^to 
enable the bird to seize with more security his slippery 

f»rey ; the thighs are long, the legs short, feathered a 
ittle below the .knee, and, as well as the feet and claws, 
large; the latter hooked into semicircles, black, and 
very sharp pointed ; the iris of the eye a fiery yellow 



orange. 



The female is full two inches longer ; the upper part 
of the head of a less pure white, and the brown streaks 
on the front spreading more over the crown ; the throat 
and upper part of the breast are also dashed with larfre 
blotches of a pale brown, and the bar passing* throogh 
the eye, not oi so dark a brovini. The toes of both are 
exceedingly strong and warty, and the hind claw a fidl 
inch and a quarter in diameter. The feathers on the 
neck and hind head are long and narrow, and generally 
erected when the bird is irritated, resembling thoae of 
the eagle. The eye is destitute of the projecting bone 
common to most of the falcon tribe ; the nostril laivf , 
and of a curving triangular shape. On dissection, tne 
two glands on me rump, which supply the bird nitb 
oil for lubricating its feathers to protect tliem from the 
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wet, were found to be remarkably large, capable, when 
imened, of admitting the end of the finger, and contained 
a lai^ qoantity of white greasy matter, and some pure 
yeDo w oil ; the gall was in small quantity. The numerous 
oonyolutions and length of the intestines surprised me ; 
idien carefully extended, they measured within an inch 
or two of nine feet, and were no thicker than those of 
a robin ! The crop, or craw, was middle-sized, and 
contained a nearly dissolved fish ; the stomach was a 
large oblong pouch, capable of considerable distension, 
and was also hUed with half digested fish : no appearance 
of a muscular gizzard. 

By the descriptions of European naturalists, it would 
appear, that this bird, or one near akin to it, is a 
nanye of the eastern continent in summer, as far north 
n Siberia ; the bald buzzard of Turton almost exactly 
agreeing with the present species in size, colour, and 
manners, with the exception of its breeding or making 
its nest among the reeds, instead of on trees. Mr Bewick, 
who has figured and described the female of this bird 
mider the appellation of the Osprey, says, that *' it 
bnilds on the ground, among reeds, and lays three or 
four eggs of an elliptical form, rather less than those of 
a hen. This difference of habit may be owing to 
{Hirticular local circumstances, such deviations being 
woal among many of our native birds. The Italians 
are said to compare its descent upon the water to a 
fieoe of lead falling upon that element ; and distinguish 
it by the name of aquila piumbina, or the leaden eagle. 
la the United States it is every where denominated the 
fish-hawk, or fishing-hawk, a name truly expressive of 
its habits. 

The regular arrival of this noted bird at the vernal 
equinox, when the busy season of fishing commences, 
aads peculiar interest to its first appearance, and pro- 
cares it many a benediction from the fishermen. With 
the following lines, illustrative of these circumstances, 
I shall conclude its history : — 

yoL. I. D 
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Soon as the sun, great ruler of the year. 
Bends to our northern climes his bright career. 
And from the caves of ocean calls from sleep 
The finny shoals and myriads of the deep ; 
When freezing tempests back to Greenland ride. 
And day and night the equal hours divide ; 
True to the season, o*er our sea-beat shore. 
The sailing osprey high is seen to soar, 
With broad unmoving wing ; and, circling slow, 
Marks each loose straggler in the deep below ; 
Sweeps down like lightning ! plunges with a roar ! 
And bears his struggling victim to the shore. 

The long-housed fisherman beholds with joy. 
The well known sisals of his rough empk^ ; 
And, as he bears his nets and oars along, 
Thus hails the welcome season with a song : — 
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* 

The osprey sails above the sound, 

The geese are gone, the gulls are flyix^ ; 
The herring shoals swarm thick around, ; 

The nets are launch'd, the boats are plying ; 
Yo ho, my hearts ! let *s seek the deep. 

Raise mgh the song, and cheerly wish her. 
Still as the bending net we sweep, 
" God bless the fish-hawk ana the fisher ! " ' ' 

■» 
She brings us fish — she brings us spring, .;i 

Good times, fair weather, warmth, and plen^, ..t 
Fine store of shad, trout, herring, ling, 

Sheepshead and drum, and old-wives* dainty. *' ' 

Yo ho, my hearts ! let *s seek the deep, '■• 

Ply every oar, and cheerly wish her, . " «i 

Still as the bending net we sweep, . . 

^* God bless the fish-hawk and the fisher ! ** 

* 

She rears her youn^ on yonder tree. 

She leaves her faithful mate to mind *em ; 'i 

Like us, for fish, she sails to sea, -'^ 

And, nlunginffy shews us where to find 'em. • •'i^ 
Yo no, my hearts ! let 's seek the deep. 
Ply everj* oar, and cheerly wish her. 
While the slow bending net we sweep, 
** God bless the fish-hawk and the fisher r 
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SUBGENUS rr.'^FALCO BSCB8TEIN, 

7. FALCO FSREGRINtrs, WIL80K. — GREAT FOOTED HAWK, OK 

PEREGRINE FALCON.* 

WILSON, PLATE LXXVI.>— EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM. 

This noble bird had excited our curiosity for a long 
lime. Every yisit which we made to the coast, was 
rendered doubly interesting* by the wonderful stories 
which we heard of its exploits in fowlinac, and of its 
daring enterprize. There was not a gunner along the 
shore but knew it well ; and each could relate some- 
thing of it which bordered on the maryellous. It was 
described as darting with the rapidity of an arrow on 
the ducks when on the wing, and striking them down 
witli the projecting bone of its breast. Even the wild 
ffeese were said to be in danger from its attacks, it 
haying been known to sacrifice them to its rapacity. 

To behold this hero, the terror of the wild fowl, and 
the wonder of the sportsman, was the chief object of 
our wishes. Day after day did we traverse the salt 
marshes, and explore the ponds and estuaries which 
the web-footed tribes frequent in immense multitudes, 
in the hope of obtaining tne imperial depredator ; even 
all the gunners of the district were summoned to our 
aid, with the assurance of a great reward if they 
procured him, but without success. At length, in the 
Bumth of December, 1812, to the unspeakable joy of 
Mr Wilson, he received from Egg Harbour a fine 
mecunen of the far famed duck hawk ; which was 
oisooyered, contrary to his expectations, to be of a 
spedes which he had never before beheld. 

If we were to repeat all the anecdotes Avhich have 

* It is also a European species. 
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been related to us of the achievements of the duck 
hawk, they would swell our pages at the expense, 
probably, of our reputation. T^aturalists should be 
always on their guard when they find themselves 
compelled to resort to the observations of others, and 
record nothing as fact which has not been submitted to 
the temperate deliberations of reason. The reverse of 
this procedure has been a principal cause why errors 
and absurdities have so frequently deformed the pages 
of works of science, which, like a plane mirror, ought 
to reflect only the genuine images of nature. 

From the best sources of information, we learn that 
tliis species is uncommonly bold and powerful ; that it 
darts on its prey with astonishing velocity ; and that it 
strikes with its formidable feet, permitting the dudt to 
fall previously to securing it. The circumstance of the 
hawk's never carrying the duck off on striking it^ has 
given rise to the belief of that service being perf<MiMd 
by means of the breast, which vulgar opinion has amed 
with a projecting bone, adapted to the purpose. But 
this cannot be the fact, as the breast-bone of this bird 
does not differ from that of others of the same tribes 
which would not admit of so violent a concussion. 

When the water fowl perceive the approach of their 
enemy, a universal alarm pervades their ranks; even 
man himself, with his engine of destruction, is net 
more terrible. But the effect is different. Wben the 
latter is beheld, the whole atmosphere is enlivened 
with the whistling of wings ; wnen the former is 
recognized, not a duck is to be seen in the air : they all 
speed to the water, and there remain until the hawk 
has passed them, diving the moment he comes near 
them. It is worthy of remark, that he will seldom, if 
ever, strike over the water, unless it be frozen ; weD 
knowing that it will be difficult to secure his quany. 
This is something more than instinct. 

When the sportsmen perceive the hawk knock down 
a duck, they frequently disappoint him of it, by being 
first to secure it. And as one evil turn, according 
to the maxim of the multitude, deserves another, our 

2 
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hero takeii ample revenge on them, at every opportunity, 
by robbing them of their game, the hard-earned fruits 
or their labour. 

The duck hawk, it is said, often follows the steps of 
the gunner, knowing that the duck9- will be aroused on 
tiie wing, which wiU afiford it an almost certain chance 
of faocess. 

We have been informed, that those ducks which are 
stmdk down, have their backs lacerated from the rump 
to the neck. If this be the fact, it is a proof that the 
hawk employs only its talons, which are long and stout, 
IB the operation. One respectable inhabitant of Cs4[>e 
May told us, that he has seen the hawk strike from 
below. 

This species has been long known in Europe ; and 
in the age of fadconry, was ^eatly valued for those 
qualifications which rendered it estimable to the loven 
and followers of that princely amusement. But we 
hAre strong objections to its specific appellation. The 
epitihet peregrine is certainly not applicable to our 
akwk, which is not migratorv, as far as our most 
difisent inquiries can ascertain ; and, as additional 
evidence of the fact, we ourselves have seen it prowling 
near the coast of New Jersey, in the month of May, 
and heard its screams, which resemble somewhat those 
of the bald eagle, in the swamps wherein it is said to 
breed. We have therefore taken the Uberty of changing 
iti Bnglish name for one which will at once express a 
eharaoteristic designation, or which will indicate the 
^ecies without the labour of investigation.* 

• This species," says Pennant, " breeds on the rocks 
of Llandidno, in Ceernarvonshire, Wales, f That pro- 
aoatory has been long famed for producing a generous 

* ^ Specific names, to be perfect, ought to express some pecQ- 
fijuity, conmion to no other of the genus." Am. Om. i. p. 66. 

f We suspect that Pennant is mistaken ; its name denotes that 
rk IS not indigenous in Great Britain. Bewick says, " Thi 
peregrine* or passenger falcon, is rarely met with in Britain, and 
eomseqiiently is but uttle known with us." British Birds, part L 
p. 71. 
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kind, as appears by a letter extant in Gloddaeth librffiT, 
from the lord treasurer Burleigh, to an ancestor of Sir' 
Roger Most}na, in which his lordship thanks him for a 
present of a fine cast of hawks, taken on those rodb(, 
which belong to the family. They are also Tery 
common in the north of Scotland ; and are sometimes 
trained for falconry, by some few gentlemen who Btill 
take delight in this amusement, in that part of Great 
Britain. Their flight is amazingly rapid ; one that WAS' 
reclaimed by a gentleman in the shire of Angus, a 
county on ihe east side of Scotland, eloped man its 
master with two heavy bells attached to each foot, bk 
the 24th of September, 1772, and was killed in the 
morning of the 26th, near Mostyn, Flintshire.'** 

The same naturalist in another place obserres, that 
*^ the American species is larger than the JEuropean,\ 
They are subject to vary. The black falcon, and thi 
spotted falcon of Edwards, are of this kind; each 
preserves a specific mark, in the black stroke wluoh 
drops from beneath the eyes, down towards the neck. 

** Inhabits different parts of North America, from 
Hudson's Bay, as low as Carolina; in Asia, is found 
on the highest parts of the Uralian and Siberian chain; 
wanders in summer to the very Arctic circle ; is comiAiMl 
in Kamtschatka." j: 

In the breeding season, the duck hawk retires to th(r 
recesses of the gloomy cedar swamps, on the tall trecB 
of which it comtructs its nest, and rears its yodOii;' 
secure from all molestation. In those wilds whicn 
present obstacles almost insuperable to the foot of nUOJ, 
the screams of this bird, occasionally mingled with die 
hoarse tones of the heron, and the hooting of the great 
homed owl, echoing through the dreary' scmtude, aronse 
in the imagination all the frightful imagery of desolar 

* British Znohgy, ' 

f If we were to adopt the mode of philosophizing of the uijpitM 
Ck)unt de Buffon, we should infer that the European species is « 
variety of our more generous race, degenerated by tkt infimntet of 
food and climate I 
\ Arctic Zoology. 
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tuuu, Mr Wilaon, and the writer of this article, 
explored two of these swamps, in the month of May, 
llSldy in pursuit of the great heron and the subject of 
tnis chapter; and although they were successful in 
obtaining the former, yet the latter eluded their 
research. 

. The great footed hawk is twenty inches in length, 
and three feet eight inches in extent ; the bill is inflated, 
short, and strong, of a light blue colour, ending in 
black, the upper mandible with a tooth-like process, 
the lower with a corresponding notch, and truncate ; 
njostrils round, with a central point like the pistil of a 
ntower ; the eye is large and dark, surrounded with a 
broad bm'e yellowish skin, the cartilage over it yellow 
and prominent ; frontlet whitish ; the head above, 
<^eeKS, running off like mustaches, and back, are black ; 
the wings and scapulars are brownish black, each 
feather ed^ed with paler, the former long and pointed, 
i^eacihing ^most to the end of the tail ; the primaries 
and secondaries are marked transversely on the inner 
^^es with large oblong spots of ferruginous white, the 
exterior edge of the tip of the secondaries curiously 
scalloped, as if a piece had been cut out ; the tertiats 
iot^Iine to ash colour ; the lining of the wings is beauti- 
fully barred with black and white, and tinged with 
ferruginous ; on a close examination, the scapulars and 
t^^^rtiids are found to be barred with faint asn ; all the 
^ihiifts are black; the rump and tail coverts are light 
90hy marked with large dusky bars ; the tail is roundinfi^, 
tilack> tipped with reddish white, and crossed wim 
eiffht narrow bars of very faint ash; the chin and 
breast, encircling the black mustaches, are of a pale 
l^aJBf colour ; breast below and lower parts reddish buff, 
6;r pale cinnamon, handsomely marked with roundish 
or neart shaped spots of black ; sides broadly barred 
with black; the femorals are elegantly ornamented 
^rith herring-bones of black on a buff ground ; the vent 
is pale buff, marked as the femorals, though with less 
numerous spots ; the feet and legs are of a com yellow, 
the latter short and stout, feathered a little below the 
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knees, the bare purt one inch in lenpfth; span < 
foot five inches, with a largfe protuberant sole 
daws are lurge and black, hind claw the li 
Whether the cere is yellow, or flesh coloured, we 
uncertain, as the bird had been some time killed 
received ; supposed the former. 

The most striking characters of this species a 
broad patch of black dropping below the eye, an 
uncommonly large feet. It is stout, heavy, and i 
put together. 

The bird from which the above descriptioi] 
taken, was shot in a cedar swamp in Cape Ma^ oc 
New Jersey. It was a female, and containe* 
remains of small birds, among which were disoo 
the legs of the sanderling plover. 
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AMERICAN SPARROW HAWK. 

WILtOir, FLATK XVI. FIG. I. FEMALE.* — EDINBURGH COI 

MUSEUM. 

In no department of ornithology has there 
greater confusion, or more mistakes made, than a 
this class of birds of prey. The great difference o 
between the male and female, the progressive vari 
of plumage to which, for several years, they are su 
and the difficulty of procuring a sufficient numb 
specimens for examination ; all these causes conspi 
lead the naturalist into almost unavoidable misi 
For these reasons, and in order, if possible, to asc€ 
each species of this genus distinctly, I have determ 
where any doubt or ambiguity prevails, to repr 

* This species is allied to the falco tinnunculus, or kei 
Europe. 
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biiii bmIa and fenudey as fair and ^rfect specimeiis of 
mA may come into mj possession. According to 
ftahiofiame etiqoette, the honour of precedence, in the 
nraaent instance, is given to tke female of this species ; 
Mlh becaose she is the most courageous, the iarffest 
and handsomest of the two, best ascertained, and less 
snlgect to change of colour than the male, who will 
reauire some farmer examination, and more ohsenration, 
berore we can venture to introduce him. 

This bird is a constant resident in almost every part 
of the United States, particularly in the states nortn of 
Haryland. In the southern states there is a smaller 

raes found, which is destitute of the black spots on 
head ; the legs are long and very slender, and the 
wines light blue. This has been supposed, by some, to 
be the male of the present species ; but this is an error. 
The eye of the present species is dusky ; that of the 
smaller species a brilliant orange ; the former has the 
tail rounded Sit the end, the latter eiishilj forked Such 
easential differences never take phioe between two 
individuals of the same species. It ought, however, to 
be remarked, that in all the figures and descriptions I 
have hitherto met with of the bird now before us, the 
iris is represented of a bHght golden colour; but, in all 
the specmiens I have shot, I uniformly found the eye 
very dark, almost black, resembling a globe of black 
g^ain. No doubt the golden colour of the iris would 

five the figure of the bird a more striking appearance ; 
n^ in works of natural history, to sacrifice truth to 
mere picturesque effect is detestable ; though, I fear, but 
too often put m practice. 

The nest of this species is usually built in a hollow 
tree ; raierally pretty high up, where the top, or a large 
limby has been broken on. I have never seen its eggs; 
bat have been told, that the female generally lays four 
or five, which are of a light brownish yellow colour, 
spotted with a darker tint ; the young are fed on grass- 
aopperSf mice, and small birds, the usual food of the 
parents. 
The habits and manners of this bird are well known. 
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It flies rather irregularly, occasionally suspending iMH, 
in the air, hovering over a particular spot for a minnt^ 
or two, and then shooting off in another direction. U 
perches on the top of a dead tree or nole, in the midiDe 
of a field or meadow, and, as it alignts, shuts its long 
wings so suddenly, that they seem instantly to dis- 
appear; it sits here in an almost perpendicular position 
sometimes for an hour at a time, frequently jerking iii 
tail, and reconnoitring the ground helow, in every direc- 
tion, for mice, lizards, &c. It approaches the £Eurm-hou8e^ 
particularly in the morning, skulking about the ham- 
yard for mice or young chickens. It frequently pluii^;e8! 
into a thicket after small birds, as if by random; but 
always with a particular, and generally with a £itaL 
aim. One day I observed a bird of this species perchM 
on the highest top of a large poplar, on the skirts o^ thia 
wood, and was in the act of raising the gun to my eye, 
when he swept down with the rapidity of an arrow»ijitD 
a thicket of briars, about thirty yards off, where I shot 
him dead, and, on coming up, found a small field spanov 
quivering in his grasp. Both our aims had been taken 
at the same instant, and, unfortunately for him, both 
were fatal. It is particularly fond of watching alow 
hedge-rows, and in orchards, where smaU birds usually 
resort. WTien grasshoppers are plenty, they form a 
considerable part of its food. 

Though small snakes, mice, lizards, &c. be favourite 
morsels with this active bird, yet we are not to suppose 
it altogether destitute of delicacy in feeding. It will 
seldom or never eat of any thing that it has not itself 
killed, and even that, if not (as epicures would term it) 
in good eating order, is sometimes rejected. A very 
respectable friend, through the medium of Mr BartnuB, 
informs me, that one morning he observed one of these 
hawks dart down on the ground, and seize a mouse, 
which he carried to a fence post, where, after exami- 
ning it for some time, he left it, and, a little while after, 
pounced upon another mouse, which he instantly carried 
off to his nest, in the hollow of a tree hard by. The 
gentleman, anxious to know why the hawk had rejected 
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the first mouse, went up to it, and found it to be almost 
oovered with lice, and greatly emaciated ! Here was not 
onlj delicacy of taste, but sound and prudent reason- 
ing : — If I carry this to my nest, thought he, it will fill 
it with Termin, and hardly be worth eating. 

Hie blue jays have a particular antipathy to this bird, 
aotid frequently insult it by following and imitating its 
notes so exacthr, as to deceive even those well acquainted 
with both, m return for all this abuse, the hawk 
opiitents himself with, now and then, feasting on the 
plQdOQtpest of his persecutors, who are, therefore, in 
iMnipetiial dread of him ; and yet, through some strange 
i^wtuation, or from fear that, if they lose sight of him, 
]^- tbay attack them unawares, the sparrow hawk no 
sdoner appears than the alarm is given, and the whole 
posse of jays follow. 

' The feniale of this species is eleven inches lon&r, and 
tjrebty-ihree from tip to tip of the txpnuiei lings. 
Tlie cere and legs are yellow ; bill blue, tipt with black; 
flfKoe round the eye, greenish blue ; iris, deep dusky ; 
htftd^ bluish ash ; crown, rufous ; seven spots of black 
€li a white ground surround the head; whole upper 
pinrts reddish bay, transversely streaked with black; 
pimary and secondary quills, black, spotted on their 
limier yanes with brownish white ; whole lower parts 
rdlowish white, marked with longitudinal streaks of 
Ubwn^ except the chin, vent, and femoral feathers, 
if^dh are white ; claws, black. 

' ,The male of this species (which is an inch and a half 
Attter, has the shoulder of the wings blue, and also the 
ttldk marks on the head, but is, in other respects, very 
dlftirently marked from the female) will be described 
iliPfiie next article, with such other particulars as may 
WVfconght worthy of communicating. 
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9. FALCO SPARWSEIUif LIMNiBUS. 



▲KERICAN 8rA&&OW HAWK. 



WILSON, PLATX XXXII. FIG. II. MALI. — XDINBURaH COLUMI 

MUSKUM. 



Thb female of this species is described in the prt 
ceding article. 

The male sparrow hawk measures about ten inchtt 
iti length, ana twenty-one in extent ; the whole uppei 
parts of the head are of a fine slate blue, the shafts of tin 
plumage being black, the crown excepted, which » 
marked with a spot of bright rufous ; the slate tapen 
to a point on each side of the neck ; seven black spoti 
surround the head, as in the female, on a reddish wnit< 
ground, which also borders each sloping side of th< 
olue ; front, lores, line over and under the eye, chin 
and throat, white ; femoral and vent feathers, yellowisl 
white ; the rest of the lower parts, of the same tint 
each feather being streaked down the centre with x 
long black drop, those on the breast, slender, on th< 
sides, larger ; upper part of the back and scapulars, dee] 
reddish bay, marked with ten or twelve transyen 
waves of black; whole wing- coverts and ends of th( 
secondaries, black, tipt with white, and spotted on thflB 
inner vanes with the same ; lower part of the back, ^< 
rump, and tail-coverts, plain bright bay ; tail rounded 
the two exterior feathers white, their inner vanei 
beautifully spotted with black; the next, bright bay 
with a broad band of black near its end, and tipt foi 
half an inch with yellowish white;, part of its lowei 
exterior edge, white, spotted with black, and its oppoeit< 
interior ed^e, touched with white ; the whole of th< 



PIGEON HAWK, 61 

others are very deep red bay, with a sinffle broad band 
of bhick near the end, and tint with yefiowish white ; 
cere and leg^, yellow ; orbits, the same ; bill, light blue ; 
iris of the eye, dark, almost black ; claws, blue black. 

The character of this corresponds with that of the 
female^ given at large in the preceding article. I 
haTe reason, however, to believe, that these birds 
vary considerably in the colour and markings of their 
plumage during the first and second years ; having met 
with specimens every way corresponding with the 
a][K>ye, except in the breast, which was a plain rofous 
white, without spots; the markings on the tail also 
difiering a little m different specimens. These I uni- 
formly found, on dissection, to be males; from the 
stomiush of one of which I took a considerable part of 
the carcass of a robin, (Jturdus migratorius,) including 
the unbroken feet and claws ; though the robin actually 
Measures within half an inch as long as the sparrow 
h»wk. . 



10. FJLCO C0LUMBAEIU8, LINV. 
riGKOK HAWK. 

wiLaoir, rLAXE XV. fig. hi. male. — edikbukgh college 

MUSEUM. 

This small hawk possesses great spirit and rapidity 
q£ Jwfat, He is generally migratory in the middle and 
iiart£eni states, arriving in Pennsylvania early in spring, 
sosd extending his migrations as far north as Hudson's 
Alj. After building and rearing his young, he retires 
to ike south early in November. Small birds and mice 
are his principal food. When the reed-birds, grakles, 
and red-winged blackbirds congregate in large flights, 
he is often observed hovering in their rear, or on their 
flanks* picking up the weak, the wounded, or stragglers. 
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and frequently making a sadden and fatal sweep mto 
the very midst of their multitudes. The flocks of ri^09 
and pigeons are honoured with the same atteIi^l(aB 
from this marauder, whose daily excursions are entiljfjlj 
regulated hy the movements of the jn*eat hody on wImw 
unfortunate memhers he fattens. The individual Spv 
which the present description was taken, wwi^^ gjot^ 
in the meadows helow Philadelphia in the montb ojf 
August. He was carrying off a hlackhird (pricAi 
phosniceus) from the flock, and, though morta^ 
wounded and dying, held his prey fast tiU his la^ 
expiring hreath, having struck nis claws into its T^ 
heart. This was found to he a male. Sometimes when 
shot at, and not hurt, he will fly in circles over tlie 
sportsman's head, shrieking out with great violence. U 
if highly irritated. He frequently flies low, skimmuf 
a litde above the field. I have never seen his nest. 

The pigeon hawk is eleven inches long, and twenty* 
three broad ; the whole upper parts are of a deep dark 
brown, except the tail, which is crossed with bars of 
white ; the inner vanes of the quill feathers are marked 
with round spots of reddish brown; the bill is short, 
strongly toothed, of a light blue colour, and tipped with 
black; the skin surrounding the eye, greenisn; cere, 
the same ; temples and line over the eye, lighter brown ; 
the lower parts, brownish white, streaked kterally with 
dark brown ; legs, yellow; claws, black. The female is 
an inch and a half longer, of a still deeper colour, 
though marked nearly in the same manner, with the 
exception of some white on the hind head. The 
femoral, or thigh feathers, in both are of a remarkable 
length, reaching nearly to the feet, and are also streaked 
longitudinally with aark brown. The irides of ti^ 
eyes of this bird have been hitherto described as bcinf 
of a brilliant yellow ; but every specimen I have Jfl 
met with had the iris of a deep hazel. I must therefm 
follow nature, in opposition to very numerous and 
respectable authorities. 

I cannot, in imitation of European naturalists, em- 
bellish the history of this species with anecdotes of its 
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^ fo fklconry. This science, if it may be so calledy 
lig'tlie few that have never yet travelled across die 
ie ; neither does it appear that the idea of training 
iwks or eaffles to the chase, ever suggested itsefi* 
* of the Indian nations of North America. The 
%i however, from whom, according to certain 

Smany of these nations originated, have long 
in the practice of this sport ; which is indeed 
suited to an open country than to one covered 
Vnrest. Though once so honourable and so uni- 
^ it is now much disused in Europe, and in 
a is nearly extinct. Yet I cannot but consider it 
nnch more noble and princely amusement than 
racing and cock-fighting, cultivated in certain 
with so much care ; or even than pugilism, which 
so highly patronized in some of those enlightened 
ries. 



SUBGENUS V. — ASTUBf BECBSTSIir. 

'XorjLUMBjjuus, Lijrir, — falco atbicafillub, wilsok. 

ASH-COLOURED, OB, BLACK-CAP HAWK. 
V, KJkTX LU. FIG. Ul.* — EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUtBUM. 

this beautiful species I can find no precise des- 
>n. The ash-coloured buzzard of Edwards differs 
ich from this, particularly in wanting the fine 
^ lines below, and the black cap, that I cannot 

moment suppose them to be tbe same. The 
Stial here described was shot within a few miles 

le^Dird here described is the goshawk, and is also a Euro- 
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of Philadelpliia, and is now preaeired, in good JordoT) 
in Mr Peale's museum. 

Its general make and aspect denotes great strength 
and spirit ; its legs are strong, and its claws of men 
than proportionate size. Should any other speciiieii 
or variety of this hawk, differing from the nr e e cn t» 
occur during the puhlication of this work, it will enabk 
me more accurately to designate the species. 

The hlack-cap hawk is twenty-one inches in length; 
the hill and cere are hlue ; eye, reddish amber; Grown, 
black, bordered on each side by a line of white finriy 
speckled with black ; these lines of white meet on the 
hind head ; whole upper parts, slate, tinged with brown, 
slightest on the quills ; legs, feathered half way down, 
and, with the feet, of a yellow colour ; whole lower 
parts and femorals, white, most elegantly speckled with 
nne transverse pencilled zig-zag lines of dusky, all the 
shafts being a long black line ; rent, pure white. 

If this be not the celebrated goshawk^ formerly so 
much esteemed in falconry, it is very closely allied to 
it. I have never myself seen a specimen of that bird 
in Europe ; and the descriptions of their best naturalists 
vary considerably ; but, from a careful examination of 
the figure and account of the goshawk, given by the 
ingemous Mr Bewick, (^Brit Birds, vol. i. p. 65,) I 
have very little doubt that the present will be found to 
be the same. 

The goshawk inhabits France and Germany ; is not 
very common in South Britain, but more frequent in 
the northern parts of the island, and is found in Rusna 
and Siberia. Baffon, who reared two young birds of 
this kind, a male and female, observes, that " the gos- 
hawk, before it has shed its feathers, that is, in its first 
year, is marked on the breast and belly with lonffito- 
dinal brown spots ; but, after it has had two moultugs, 
they disappear, and their place is occupied by trans- 
verse waving bars, which continue during the rest of 
its life." He- also takes notice, that though the male 
was much smaller than the female, it was fiercer and 
more vicious. 
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'. ^Sn Pennant informs us, that the goshawk is used hy 
the Emperor of China in his sporting excursions, when 
lie is usually attended by his grand falconer, and a 
thousand of inferior rank. Eyery bird has a silver 
plate £EBtened to its foot, with the name of the falconer 
who has the charge of it, that, in case it should be lost, 
it mmy be restored to the proper person; but, if he 
should not be found, the bird is delivered to another 
officer, called the guardian of lost birds, who, to make 
his situation known, erects his standard in a conspicu- 
ous place among the arm^ of hunters. The same writer 
infcHrms lis, that he exammed, in the Leverian Museum, 
,a specimen of the goshawk which came from America, 
«nd which was superior in size to the European. He 
udds, ** they are the best of all hawks for falconry."* 



12. VALCO PEirNSTLVANJCUSf WILSON. — ^BROAD-WIVOED HAWK. 

WILSON, PLATE LIV. FIG. 1. ** 

This hawk was shot on the 6th of May, in Mr Bar- 
tram's woods, near the Schuylkill, and was afterwards 
presented to Mr Peale, in whose collection it now 
r^nains. It was perched on the dead limb of a high 
tree, feeding on something, which was afterwards f jund 
to be the meadow mouse. On my approach, it uttered 
a whining kind of whistle, and flew off to another tree, 
where I followed and shot it. Its great breadth of wing, 
or width of the secondaries, and also of its head and 
body, when compared with its length, struck me as 
pecutiarities. It seemed a remarkably strong-built bird, 
handsomely marked, and was altogether luknown to 
me* Mr Bartram, who examined it yery attentively, 
dedai'ed he had neyer before seen such a hawk. On 
the afternoon of the next day, I observed another, pro- 
bably its mate or companion, and certainly one of the 

* Arct, ZociL p. 204. 
VOL. I. B 
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same species, sailing- about over the same woods. Its 
motions were in wide circles, with unmoTing wings, 
the exterior outline of which seemed a complete semi* 
drcle. I was extremely anxious to procure this ako^ if 
possible; but it was attacked and driven away by a 
king-bird before I could effect my purpose, and I luive 
never since been fortunate enough to meet with another. 
On dissection, the one I had shot proved to be a male. 

In size this hawk agrees, nearly, with the buzzardet, 
(falco albidiis,) of Turton, described also by Pennant;^ 
but either the descriptions of these authors are very 
inaccurate, the chanffe of colour which that bird undo^. 
goes very great, or uie present is altogether a difimnit 
species. Until, however, some other specimens of this 
hawk come under my observation, I can only add the 
following particulars of its size and plumage : — 

Length, fourteen inches ; extent, tmrty-three inches ; 
bill, black, blue near the base, slightly toothed ; cere and 
corners of the mouth, yellow ; irides, bright amber ; 
frontlet {(nd lores, white ; from the mouth backwards 
runs a streak of blackish brown; upper parts, dark 
brown, the plumage tipt and the head streaked with 
whitish; almost aU the feathers above are spotted or 
barred with white, but this is not seen unless they be 
separated by the hand ; head, large, broad, and flat ; oere 
very broad; the nostril also large; tail short, the exterior 
and interior feathers somewhat the shortest, the othcn 
rather longer, of a full black, and crossed with two bais 
of white, tint also slightly with whitish ; tail coverti, 
spotted with white ; wings, dusky broMii, indistinctly 
barred with black; greater part of the inner vanes, 
snowy ; lesser coverts, and upper part of the back, tipt 
and streaked with bright ferruginous ; the bars of black 
are very distinct on the lower side of the wiuff ; liniMt 
of the wing, brownish white, beautifully marked wttn 
small arrow-heads of brown ; chin, white, surrovraded 
hy streaks of black ; breast and sides, elegantly spotted 
with large arrow-heads of brown centered with pale 

♦ Arct, Zooh No. 109. 
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brown; beUy and vent, like the breast, white, but more 
thinly marked with pointed spots of brown; femorals, 
brownish white, thicldy marked with smaU touches of 
brown and white ; yent, white ; legs, yery stout ; feet, 
ooanely scaled, both of a dirty orange yellow ; claws, 
semicircular, strong and very sharp, hina one consider- 
ably the largest. 

While examining the plumage of this bird, a short 
time after it was shot, one of those winged ticks with 
which many of our birds are infested, appeared on the 
soriaoe of the feathers, movii^ about, as tiiey usually 
&», backwards or sideways hke a orab, among the 
pfaunge, with ffreat focility. The fish-hawk, in par- 
tkular, is greatly pestered with these yermin, which 
oooasionally leave him, as suits their conyenience. A 
gentleman who made the experiment, assured me, that, 
on plunj^ing a live fish-hawk imder water, several of 
tkese winged ticks re^nained hoyering oyer the spot, 
and, the instant the hawk rose above the surface, darted 
agnin amoi^ his plumage. The experiment was several 
tunes Hiade, with the like result. As soon, however, 
as l^eee parasites perpeive the dead body of their patron 
begiBiBng to beoome cold, they abandon it ; and, if the 
person who holds it have his head uncovered, dive 
UMtaaiiy among his hair, as I have myself frequ^oitly 
experienced; and, though driven from thence, repeatedly 
retem, till they ere caught and destroyed. There are 
variens kinds of these ticks. Of the one found on the 
present hawk, the head and thorax were light brown ; 
tibe legs, six in number, of a bright green, their joints 
moving almost horizontally, and thus enabling the 
cvetttiitv to pass with the greatest ease between the 
lanrime of feathers ; the wines ware single, of a daric 
taaher colour, and twice as long as the body, which 
wMened towards the extremity, where it was slightly 
indented ; feet, two clawed. 

This insect Uved for several days between the crystal 
and dial^lateof a watch, carried in the pocket; but, 
being placed for a few minutes in the sun, fell into 
convulsions and died. 
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IS. FALCO VELOX. 
SHARr-SHINKED HAWK. 

m 

WILSON, PLATE XLV. FIG. I. — YOUNG BIRD. 

This is a bold and daring species, hitherto unknown 
to naturalists. The only hawk we have which ap- 
proaches near it in colour is the pigeon hawk, already 
described in this work; but there are such striking 
differences in the present, not only in colour, but in 
other respects, as to point out decisiyely its claims to 
rank as a distinct species. Its long and slender legs 
and toes; its red fiery eye, feathered to the eyelids; 
its triangular grooved nostril, and length of tail, are all 
different from the pigeon hawk, whose legs are shorty 
its eyes .dark hazel, surrounded with a broad bare yellow 
id^in, and its nostrils small and circular, centered with 
a slender point that rises in it like the pistil of a flower. 
There is no hawk mentioned by Mr Fennant either as 
inhabiting Europe or America, agreeing with this. I 
may, therefore, with confidence, pronounce it a non- 
descript ; and have chosen a very singular peculiarity 
which it possesses for its specific appeUation. 

This hawk was shot on the banks of the Schuylk^ 
near Mr Bartram's. Its singularity of flight surprised 
me long before I succeeded in procuring it. It seemed 
to throw itself from one Quarter of the heavens to the 
other, with prodigious velocity, inclining to the earth, 
swept suddenly down into a thicket, and instantly 
reappeared with a small bird in its talons. This feat I 
saw it twice perform, so that it was not merely an acci- 
dental manceuvre. The rapidity and seeming violence 
of these zig-zag excursions were really remarkable, and 
appeared to me to be for the purpose of seizing his 
prey hy sudden surprise and main force of flight I 
kept this hawk alive for several days, and was hopeful 
I might be able to cure him ; but he died Qf his woiind. 
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On the 15th of Septemher, two young men whom I 
had despatched on a shooting expe<&tion, met with this 
species on one of the ranges of tne Alleghany. It was 
wven aronnd in the same furious headlong manner, 
and had made a sweep at a red squirrel, which eluded 
its grasp, and itself hecame the victim. These are the 
only individuals of this bird I have been able to procure, 
and fortunately they were male and female. 

The female of this species was thirteen inches long, 
and twenty-five inches in extent ; the bill, black towards 
the point on both mandibles, but light blue at its base ; 
oere, a fine pea green ; sides of the mouth, the same ; 
lores, pale whitish blue, beset with hairs ; crown and 
whole upper parts, very dark brown, every feather 
narrowly skirted with a bright rust colour ; over the 
eye a stripe of yellowish white, streaked with deiSp 
hrown; primaries, spotted on their inner vanes with 
black; secondaries, crossed on both vanes with three 
bars of dusky, below the coverts ; inner vanes of both 
.primaries and secondaries, brownish white; all the 
scapulars marked with large round spots of white, not 
seen unless the plumage be parted with the hand ; tail, 
long, nearlv even, crossed with four bars of black and 
as many of brown ash, and tipt with white ; throat and 
whole lower parts, pale yellowish white ; the former 
marked with fine long pointed spots of dark brown, tho 
'latter with large oblong spots of reddish brown ; femo- 
rals, thickly marked with spade-formed spots, on a 
pale rufous ground; legs, long, and feathered a little 
below the knee, of a greenish yellow colour, most 
yellow at the joints ; edges of the inside of the shins, 
below the knee, projecting like the ed^e of a knife, 
hard and sharp, as if intended to enable the bird to 
h<^d its prey with more security between them ; eye, 
brilliant yellow, sunk below a projecting cartilage. 

The male was nearly two inches shorter ; the upper 

'parts, dark brown; the feathers, skirted with jpale 

reddish, the front also streaked with the same ; cere, 

greenish yellow ; lores, bluish ; bill, black, as in th« 

female; streak over the eye, lighter than in the former ; 
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chin, white; breast the same, streaked with brown; 
bars on the tail rather narrower, but in tint and nmiber 
the same ; beUy and Tent, white ; feet and shins exaotfrf 
ajR in the female; the toes hare the same pendHkMi 
lobes whioh mark those of the female ; the wings barred 
with black, very noticeable on the lower side. 

Since writing the above, I hare shot another spe" 
ctmen of this hawk, corresponding in almost e^enF 
particolar with the nude last mentioned; and whi<» 
on dissection also prores to be a male. This last bftd 
within the grasp of nis sharp talons a small lizard, jiMl 
killed, on which he was about to feed. How be ooii* 
triyed to get possession of it appeared to me matter of 
surprise, as lightning itself seems scarcely more fle«t 
than this little reptile, which is known in many pertt of 
the country by the name of the swiffc. So rapid are ill 
motions, that, in passing from one phu^e to another, it 
vanishes, and actuallv eludes the eye in running a dis- 
tance of twelve or fifteen feet. It is frequency seen 
on fences that are covered with gray moss and lichen, 
which in colour it very much resembles ; it seeks shelter 
in hollow trees, and also in the ground about th^r 
decayed roots. They are most numerous in hilly parts 
o^* the country, particularly on the declivities of the 
Blue Mountain, among the crevices of rocks and stones. 
When they are disposed to run, it is almost impoasibie 
to shoot them, as they disappear at the first touch of 
the trigger. 



14. FALCO PSNirSYLrANJCUSy * WILSON. 

SLATK COLOURED HAWK. — OLD BUID. 

WILSOV, PLATE XLVI. FIG. I. 

This elegant and spirited little hawk is a nativv of 
Pennsylvania, and of the Atlantic states generally ; and 

* Thisbirdi8thetdiiHofthe/o2cove2dyr. 
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» BOW for the first time iatroduced to the notice of 
the publie. It frequents the more settled parts of the 
ootmtry, chiefly in winter; is at all times a scaroe 
allies ; flies wide, in a yery irreg^ular manner, and 
swiftly ; preys on lizards, mice, and small birds, and 
is an actire and daring little hunter. 

The great difficulty of accurately discriminating 
between different species of the hawk tribe, on account 
of the various appearances they assume at different 
jieriods of their long lives, at first excited a suspicion 
that this might be one of those with which I was 
already acquainted, in a different dress, namely the 
sharp^hinned hawk just described ; for such are the 
ehwmgm of colour to which many individuals of this 
genus are subject, that, unless the naturalist has recourse 
to those parts that are s Abject to little or no alteration 
in the fuU grown bird, viz. the particular conformation 
of the legs, nostril, tail, and the relative length of the 
latter to that of the wings, also the peculiar character 
of the countenance, he will frequently be deceived. By 
comparing these, the same species may often be detected 
under a very different garb. Were all these changes 
accurately known, there is no doubt but the number of 
apecieis of this tribe, at present enumerated, would be 
greatly diminished, the same bird having been described 
by certain writers three, four, and even five different 
timea as so many distinct species. Testing, however, 
the present hawk by the rules above-mentioned, I have 
no Hesitation in considering it as a species different 
jfrom any hitherto describ^; and I nave classed it 
accordingly. 

The sUte-coloured hawk is eleven inches long, and 
twenty-one inches in extent ; bill, blue black ; cere and 
sides of the mouth, dull green ; eyelid, yellow ; eye, deep 
sunk under the projecting eyebrow, and of a fiery 
<muige colour ; upper parts of a fine slate ; primaries, 
hronim black, and, as well as the secondaries, barred 
with dusky ; scapulars, spotted with white and brown, 
wliieli is not seen unless the plumage be separated by 
the band ; all tilie feathers . above are shafted witk 
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black ; tail. Very slightly forked, of an asb eolonr, fidntfy 
tinged with brown, crossed with four broad bands of 
black, and tipt with white; tail, three inches lou^ner 
than the wings ; over the eye extends a streak of &Jk 
whitp ; chin, white, mixed with fine black hairs ; breasl 
and belly, beautifidly yariegated with ferruginous and 
transverse spots of white ; femorals, the same ; yent» 
pure white ; legs, long, yery slender, and of a rich 
orange yellow; claws, black, large, and remarkably 
sharp ; lining of the wing, thickly marked with heaitr 
shaped spots of black. This bird, on dissection, was 
found to be a male. In the month of February, I shot 
^mother individual of this species, near Hampton, is 
Virginia, which agreed almost exactly with the preflent 
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15. FALCO MI8SI8SJPPIEN8I8, WILSON. — MISSISSIPPI TITE. 
WILSON, PLATE XXV. FIG. I. — MALE. 

This new species I first observed in the Mississippi 
territory, a few miles below Natchez, on the plantation 
of William Dunbar, Esq. To the hospitality of this 
gentleman, and his amiable family, I am indebted for 
the opportunity afibrded me of procuring this and one 
or two more new species. This excellent man, whose 
life has been devoted to science, though at that time 
(X)ufined to bed by a severe and dangerous indisposition, 
and personally unacquainted with me, no sooner heard 
of my arrival at the town of Natchez, than he sent a 
servant and horses, with an invitation and request, to 
come and make his house my home and head-quartera» 
while engaged in exploring that part of the country. 
The few happy days I spent there I shall never foi]get 

In my perambulations I frequently remarked this 
hawk sailing about in easy circles, and at a consiuenUe 
height in the air, generally in company with the tvrfaij 
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bnmrdsy wliose manner of flight it so exactly imitates 
as to seem the same species, only in miniature, or seen 
at a more immense height. M^y these two bMs, 
whose food and manners, in other respects, are so 
difierent, should so frequently associate together in air, 
I am at a loss to comprehend. We cannot for a moment 
suppose them mutually deceiyed hy the similarity of 
eaon other's flight : the keenness of their yision forbids 
all snspicion of this kind. They may perhaps be 
mg!^, at snch times, in mere LnseL^t. as they 
are obseryed to soar to great heights preyious to a 
storm ; or, what is more probable, they may both be in 
purauit of their respectiye food. One, that he may 
reoonnoitre a yast extent of surface below, and trace 
the tainted atmosphere to his fayourite carrion; the 
other in search of those large beetles, or coleopterous 
insects, that are known often to wing the higher regions 
of the air; and which, in the three indiyiouals of this 
species of hawk which I examined by dissection, were 
the only substances found in their stomachs. For 
seyeral miles, as I passed near Bayo Manchak, the trees 
were swarming with a kind of cicada, or locust, that 
made a deafening noise ; and here I obseryed numbers 
of the hawk now before us sweeping about among the 
trees like swallows, eyidently in pursuit of these locusts ; 
so that insects, it would appear, are the principal food 
of this species. Yet when we contemplate the beak 
and talons of this bird, both so sharp and powerful, it 
is difficult to belieye that they were not intended by 
nature for some more formidable prey than beetles^ 
lotfostSy or grasshoppers; and I doubt not but mice, 
liiards, snakes, and small birds, furnish him with an 
oocasional repast. 

This hawk, which proyed to be a male, though 
wounded and precipitated from a yast height, exhibited, 
in his distress, symptoms of great strength, and an almost 
oneonquerable spirit. I no sooner approached to pick 
him np than he instantly gaye battle, striking rapidly 
wit^ his claws, wheeling round and round as he lay 
partly on. his rump ; and defending himself with ^eat 
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vigilanoe and dexterity ; wliile his dark red eye sparkled 
with rage. Notwithstanding all my eaution in seizing 
him to carry him home, he struck his hind claw into 
my hand with such force as to penetrate into the hone. 
Anxious to preserve his life, I endeavoured gently to 
disengage it ; hut this made him only contract it the 
more powerfully, causing such pain that I had no other 
alternative hut that of cutting the sinew of his heel 
with my penknife. The whole time he lired with me, 
he seemed to watch every movement I made ; ereetinc 
the feathers of his hind head, and eyeing me with 
sBvage fierceness; considering me, no douht, as the 
gi^ter savage of the two. What effect educatioD 
might have had on this species under the tutorship ef 
some of the old European professors of ialconryy I know 
not ; hut if extent of wing, and energy oi charaetar^ 
and ease and rapidity of flight, would have heen any 
recommendations to royal patronage, this species pot* 
sesses all these in a very eminent degree. 

The long pointed wings and forked tail point out the 
affinity of tins hird to that family or subdivision of the 
falco genus, distin^j^uished by the name of kites, whioh 
sail without flapping the wings, and eat from thdr 
talons as they glide along. 

The Mississippi kite measures fourteen inches ia 
length, and thirty-six inches, or three feet, in extent! 
The head, neck, and exterior webs of the secondaries 
are of a hoary white; the loM'er parts a whitish ash; 
ImII, cere, lores, and narrow line round the eye, Uack; 
back, rump, scapulars, and wing coverts, dark bladdsk 
ash ; wings, very long and pointed, the third quill the 
longest; the primaries are black, marked down eMsk 
ade of the shaft with reddish sorrel; primary coverti 
also slightly touched with the same; all the upper 
plumage at the roots is white ; the scapulars are alse 
spotted ^ith white ; but this cannot be perceived unless 
tne feathers be blown aside ; tail, slightly forked, aod^ 
as well as the rump, jet black; legs, vermilion, tinfped 
with orange, and becoming blackish towards tha toes; 
daws, black; iris of the eye, dark red; pupij^ Uack. 
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SUBGENUS Til. — SLAJriTS, SAVIQVY. 

16, FALCO FUBCATirS, — SWALLOW-TAILSD HAWK. 

irUtfOlTy TL, LI. FIG. H. ICJiUE. — BDINBUB6H COLLBGX MUSXUBf. 

This yery el^^ant species inhabits the southern 
(tittriete of the United States in summer ; is seldom 
setn as hr north as Pennsylvania, but is yery abundant 
(■r* South Carolina and Georgia, and still more so in 
Wwt Florida, and the extensiye prairies of Ohio 
«d the Indiana territory. I met with these birds In 
dbe early part of May, at a place called Duck Creek, in 
Fevtteesee, and found them sailings about in great 
lambers near Bayo Blanchao on the Mississippi, twenty 
n thirty bein^ witibin yiew at the same time. At that 
(eason a species of cicada, or locust, swarmed amonff 
he woods, making a deafening noise, and I could 
>ef€eiye these hawks frequently snatching them from 
he trees. A species of lizard, which is very numerous 
a tibat quarter of the country, and has the faculty of 
jianfing its colour at will, also furnishes the swallow- 
ailed hawk with a &yourite morsel. These lizards are 
NMBetimes of the most brilliant light green, in a few 
Biaates change to a dirty clay colour, and again become 
Utarlj Mack. The swallow-tailed hawk, and Mississippi 
[ilef feed eagerly on this lizard ; and, it is said, on a 
vuitt green snake also, which is the mortal enemy of 
he: lisard, and frequentiy pursues it to the very extr»- 
uty of the branches, where both become the prey of 
he hawk.* 

:^!bi& swallow-tailed hawk retires to the south in 
Mober, at which season, Mr Bartram informs me, they 

. ^ 17ms tnimol, if I nustake not, ig the lacerta huBaris, or 
kbider lizard, of Turton, vol. i. p. 666. The facility with 
AAlib. it changes colour is surprising, and not generally known to 
aSanditts. 



■r; 
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are seen in Florida, at a yast heisfht in the air^ saUiog 
about with g^eat steadiness ; and continue to be seen 
thus, passing to their winter quarters, for several dajfc 
They usually feed from their claws as they fly along. 
Their flight is easy and graceAil, with sometiinuQB 
occasional sweeps among the trees, the long feathers of 
their tail spread out, and each extremity of it usedt 
alternately to lower, elevate, or otherwise direct their 
course* I have never yet met with their nests. . 

These birds are particularly attached to the extensife 
prairies of the western countries, where their favourite 
snakes, lizards, grasshoppers, and locusts are in abuih 
dance. They are sometimes, though rarely, seen in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and that only in long 
and very warm summers. A specimen now in the Mfr' 
seum of Philadelphia, was shot within a few miles of 
that city. We are informed, that one was taken in the 
South Sea, off the coast which lies between Ylo and 
Arica, in about lat. 23 deg. south, on the eleventh of 
September, by the Reverend the Father Louis Feuill6e.* 
They are also common in Mexico, and extend their 
migrations as far as Peru. 

The swallow-tailed hawk measures full two feet in 
length, and upwards of four feet six inches in extent; 
the bill is black ; cere, yellow, covered at the base with 
bristles ; iris of the eye, silvery cream, surrounded wth 
a blood-red ring ; whole head and neck pure white, the 
shafts fine black hairs ; the whole lower parts also pi^e 
white; the throat and breast shafted in the same 
manner ; upper parts, or back, black, glossed with green 
and purple; whole lesser coverts, very dark piu]^; 
wings long, reaching within two inches of the tip of 
the tail, and black ; tail also very long, and remarka^y 
forked, consisting of twelve feathers, all black, gloeiea 
with green and purple ; several of the tertiids white, 
or edged with white, but genendly covered by the 
scapulars ; inner vanes of the secondaries, white on their 

f Jour, de8 Obs, torn, il, 33. 
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iij^r half, black towards their points ; liniD|f of the 
wings white ; legs, yellow, short, and thick, and fathered 
before half way below the knee ; claws, much curved, 
whitish ; outer claw, very smalL The greater part of 
the plumage is white at the base; and, when the 
scapmars are a little displaced, they appear spotted 
with white. 

This was a male in perfect plumage. The colour and 
markings of the male and female are nearly alike. 



SUBGENUS Vin. -^SATEO, BECHSTEIN. 
17. PALCQ LAG0PU8, WILSON. — BOUGH-LEGGED FALCON. 

wiLsoir, njiTE xxxui. no. i. — Edinburgh college museum. 

This handsome species, notwithstanding its formi- 
dable size and appearance, spends the chief part of the 
winter among our low swamps and meadows, watching 
for mice, fro^, lame ducks, and other inglorious game. 
Twenty or thirty individuals of this family have regularly 
taken up their winter quarters, for several years past^ 
and probably long anterior to that date, in the meadows 
below this city, between the rivers Delaware and 
SdmyBdn, where they spend their time watching along 
the dry banks like cats ; or sailing low and slowly over 
the snrface of the ditches. Though rendered shy irom 
Uie many attempts made to shoot them, they seldom 
fly ftp, usually firom one tree to another at no great 
distance, making a loud squeeling as they arise, some* 
thing resembling the neighing of a young colt, th6ngh 
In a more shrill and savage tone. 

On comparing these with Pennant's description,* 
they corresponded so exactly, that no doubts remain of 
tiieir being the same species. Towards the beginning 

* Arctic Zoology, p. 200, No. 92. 
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of April, these birds abandon tiiis pert of the oooBtiy, 
and retire to the north to breed. 

They are oommon, daring winter, in the lower mHi 
of Maryland, and numeroos in the extensiye meadows 
below Newark, New Jersey; are frequent alonff the 
Connecticut river, and, according to Pennant, inhabit 
Englaad, Norway, and Lapmark. Their flight is slow 
and heavy. They are often seen coursing over the 
surface of the meadows, long after sunset, many times 
in pairs. They generally roost on the tall detached 
trees that rise from these low grounds ; and take their 
stations, at day-break, near a ditch, bank, or hay stack, 
for hours together, watching, with patient vigilance, 
for the first unlucky frog, mouse, or lizard, to make iti 
appearance. The instant one of these is descried, tiie 
hawk, sliding into the air, and taking a oireoitoiB 
course along the surface, sweeps over the spot, and ia 
an instant has his prey grappled and sprawiii^ in the 
air. 

The rough-legged hawk measures twenty-two iaolies 
in length, and four feet two inches in extent; one^ 
sides of the mouth, and feet, rich yellow; legs, feathered 
to the toes, with brownish yellow plumage, streaked 
with brown ; femorals the same ; toes, comparatively 
short ; claws and bill, blue black ; iris of the eye, hrifhi 
amber; upper part of the head, pale ochre, streaked with 
brown ; back and wings, chocolate, each feather edged 
with bright ferruginous; first four primaries, newly 
blade about the tips, edged externally with sUvery ia 
some lights ; rest of the quills, dark chocolate ; lower 
side, and interior vanes, white; tail coverts, white; 
tail, rounded, white, with a broad band of daik brown 
near the end, and tipt with white; body below, and 
breast, light yellow ochre, blotched and streaked with 
chocolate. What constitutes a characteristic mark of 
this bird, is a belt, or girdle, of very dark brown, paesiiig 
round the beUy just below the breast, and reachiw 
under the vrings to the rump ; head, very broad, and 
bill uncommomy small, suited to the humility of its 
prey. 
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le female is much darker, both above and below, 
sularly in the belt, or girdle, which is nearly black ; 
ul coverts are also spotted with chocolate ; she is 
tomethii^ larger. 



tLCO NJO^B, WtLBOV, — FALCO aiNCTI-JOHANNISf QM^LIK. 

BLACK HAWK, 

WILSON, FLATS LIU* FIO. I. — ADULT BIRD* 

IIS is a remarkably shy and wary bird, found most 
kci&tly along the marshy shores of our large rivers ; 

ou mice, frogs, and moles ; sails much, and some- 
i At a ^eat height; has been seen to kill a duck 
ing ; Sits by the side of the marshes on a stake for 
>nr at a time, in an almost perpendicular position, 

dozing: flies with great case, and occasionally 

great swiftness, seldom flapping the wings ; seems 
cularly fond of river shores, sni'amps, and marshes ; 
oat numerous with us in winter, and but rarely 
in summer; is remaikable for the great size of ite 
length of its wings, and shortness of its toes. The 
kh of its head is likewise uncommon. 
le black hawk is twenty-one inches long, and iovr 
Nro inches in extent ; bill, bluish black ; cere, and 
> 4»f the mouth, orange yellow ; feet the same ; ^fe, 

large; iris, bright hazel; cartilage, overhanging 
^e, prominent, of a dull greenish colour ; ffenerid 
ir above, brown black, slightly dashed with dirty 
e ; i^e of the neck, pure white under the surface ; 
;, white; whole lower parts, blade, with slight 
m ei brown; and a few circular touches of the 
K oa the femorals ; legs, feathered to the toes, and 
L toadied with brownish; the wings reach rather 
ttd the tip of the tail ; the ^\e first primaries are 
e on their inner vanes ; tail, rounded at the end, 

black, crossed with five narrow bands of pure 
e, and broadly tipt with didl white ; vent, buiok. 
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spotted with white; inside yanes of the primaries^ 
snowy ; claws, black, strong and sharp ; toes, remark- 
ably short. 

I strongly suspect this bird tQ be of the very same 
species with the next, though both were found to be 
males. Although differing greatly in plumage, yet m 
all their characteristic features they strikingly resem- 
ble each other. The chocolate coloured nawk of 
Pennant, and St John's falcon, of the same author,* 
are doubtless varieties of this ; and, very probably, his 
rough-legged falcon also. His figures, however, are 
bad, and ill calculated to exhibit the true form and 
appearance of the bird. 

This species is a native of North America alone. We 
have no account of its ever having been seen in any 
part of Europe ; nor have we any account of its plaoe 
or manner of breeding. 



19. BLACK HAWK. 
WILSOK, PLATE LIII. FIG. XI. YOUNG BIRD. 

This is probably a younger bird of the preceding 
species, being, though a male, somewhat less than its 
companion. Both were killed in the same meadow, at 
the same place and time. In form, features,, and babip 
tudes, it exactly agreed with the former. 

This bird measures twenty inches in length, and in 
extent four feet ; the eyes, bill, cere, toes, and daws, 
were as in the preceding ; head above, white, streaked 
with black and light brown ; along the evebrows a blade 
line ; cheeks, streaked like the head ; neck, streaked with 
black and reddish brown, on a pale yellowish white 
ground ; whole upper parts brown black, dashed with 
brownish white and pale ferruginous ; tail, white for half 
its length, ending in brown, marked wiih one or two 

* Arctic Zoology i Nos« 93 and 94* 
4 
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Vara of dxmky and a large bar of blaek, and tipt with dull 
wkite; wings as in the preceding, their lining yariegated 
with black, white, and ferruginous ; throat and breast 
brownish yellow, dashed with black ; belly beautifully 
variegated with spots of white, black, and pale femigi- 
nons ; femorals and feathered 1^ the same, but rather 
darker ; yent, plain brownish white. 

The original colour of these birds in their young state 
may probably be pale brown, as the present individual 
seemed to be changing to a darker colour on the neck 
and sides of the h€^ This change, from pale brown to 
black, is not greater than some of the genus are actually 
known to underspo. One great advantage of examining 
living, or newly killed specimens, is, that whatever may 
be the difference of colour between any two, the eye, 
ixrantenaDce, and form of the head, instantly betray the 
common fanuly to which they belong ; for this fiunily 
likeness is never lost in the living bird, though in stuffed 
skins and preserved specimens it is frequently entirely 
obliterated. I have no hesitation, therefore, in giving 
it as my opinion, that the present and preceding birds 
are of the same species, di£&ring only in age, both being 
males. Of the female I am unable at present to speak. 

Pennant, in his account of the cnocolate-coloured 
luiiHc, which is, very probably, the same with the present 
and preceding species, observes, that it preys much on 
dnen, sitting on a rock, and watching their rising, when 
it instantly strikes them. 

While traversing our sea coast and salt marshes, 

between Cape May and Eg? Harbour, I was everywhere 

iM of a duck hawk, noted for striking down ducks on 

wing, thoogh flying with their usual rapidity. Man^ 

MrtFavagancies were mingled with these accounts, parti- 

•oobiriy, tiiat it always struck the ducks with its breast- 

'bone, which was universally said to project several inches, 

and to be strong and sliaip. From the best verbal 

descriptions I could obtain of this hawk, I have strong 

suspicions that it is no other than the black hawk, as its 

wings were said to be long and very pointed, the colour 

very dark, the size jiearly alike, and several other traits 

VOL. I. F 
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giveD, that seemed particularly to belong to this spedes. 
As I have been promised specimens of this celebrated 
hawk next winter, a short tmie will enable me to detei^ 
mine the matter more satisfactorily. Few ffunners is 
that quarter are unacquainted with the duck nawk^ as it 
often robs them of their wounded birds before they are 
able to reach them. * 



26. rAZCO SOBSALIS, WILSON. — RED-TAILXD HAWK. 
WILSOK, PLATE LII. FIG. I. — ADULT. 

Birds naturally thinly dispersed over a vast extent 
of country; retiring during summer to the depth of the 
forests to breed ; approaching the habitations of man, 
like other thieyes and plunderers, with shy and cautious 
jealousy ; seldom permitting a near advance ; subject to 
great changes of plumage; and, since the decline <^ 
falconry, seldom or never domesticated, — offer to tbose 
who wish eagerly to investigate their history, and to 
delineate their particular character and manners, great 
and insurmountable difficulties. Little more can be 
done in such cases than to identify the species, and 
trace it through the various quarters of the worid 
where it has been certainly met with. 

The red-tailed hawk is most frequently seen in the 
lower parts of Pennsylvania during the severity of 
winter. Among the extensive meadows that border 
the Schuylkill and Delaware, below Philadelphia, where 
flocks of larks, (alauda magna^ and ^^-here mice and 
moles are in great abundance, many individuals of tbis 
hawk spend the greater part of the winter. Others 
prowl around the plantations, looking out for vagrant 
chickeDS ; their method of seizing which is, by sweep- 
ing swiftly over the spot, and grappling them with their 
talons, and so bearing them away to the woods. The 
bird, from which the following description wag takei> 
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W9S surprised in the act of feeding on a hen he had just 
killed, and which he was compeUed to abandon. The 
remains of the chicken were immediately baited to a 
steel trap, and eaiiy the next morning the unfortunate 
red-tail was found a prisoner, securely fastened by the 
leg. The same hen, which the day before he had 
massacred, was, the very next, made the means of 
decoying him to his destruction, — in the eye of the 
farmer a system of fair and just retribution. 

This species inhabits the whole United States, and, 
I beliere, is not migratory, as I found it, in the month 
of May, as far south as Fort Adams, in the Mississippi 
territory. The young were, at that time, nearly as 
large as their parents, and were very clamorous, making 
an incessant squealing noise. One, which I shot, con- 
tained in its stomach mingled fragments of frogs and 
lizards. 

The red-tailed hawk is twenty inches long, and three 
feet nine inches in extent; bill, blue black; cere, 
and sides of the mouth, yellow, tingid with green; 
lores, and spot on the under eyelid, white, the former 
marked with fine radiating h^irs ; eyebrow, or cartilage, 
a dull eel-skin colour, prominent, projecting over the 
eye ; a broad streak of dark brown extends from the 
sides of the mouth backwards ; crown and hind head, 
dark brown, seamed with white, and ferruginous; sides 
of the neck, dull ferruginous, streaked with brown ; 
eye, large ; iris, pale amber ; back and shoulders,' deep 
brown ; wings, dusky, barred with blackish ; ends of 
the five first primaries nearly black ; scapulars, barred 
broadly with white and brown ; sides of the tail coverts, 
white, barred with ferruginous, middle ones dark, edged 
with rust ; tail, rounded, extending two inches beyond 
the wings, and of a bright red brown, with a single band 
of black near the end, and tipt with brownish white ; 
on some of the lateral feathers are slight indications 
•of the remains of other narrow bars; lower parts, 
brownish white ; the breast, ferruginous, streaked with 
dark brown; across the belly, a band of interrupted 
spots of .brown ; chio, white ; femorals and vent^ ^« 
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brownish white, the former marked with a few minute 
heart-shaped spots of brown ; legs, yellow, featherei 
half way below the knees. 

This was a male. Another specimen, shot within a 
few days after, agreed, in almost every particular of 
its colour and markings, with the present; and, ask 
dissection, was found to be a female. 



21. FALCO ZBVSRIANU8, AME&ICAK BUZZARD, 0& WHAE- 

B&EASTED HAWK.* 



WILSON, PLATE LII. FIG. I. 

It is with some doubt and hesitation that I introduce 
the present as a distinct species from the preoediBff. 
In their size and general aspect they resemble ead 
other considerably; yet I have found both males and 
females amonfp.each; and in the present species I have 
sometimes found the ground colour of the tail stroiu^y 
tinged with ferruginous, and the bars of dusky bat 
slight; while in the preceding the tail is sometimes 
wholly red brown, the single to* of black near the tq> 
excepted ; in other specimens evident remains of nume- 
rous other bars are visible. In the meantime, both are 
described, and future observations may throw more lif^t 
on the matter. 

This bird is more numerous than the last; bat 
frequents the same situations in winter. One, which 
was shot in the wing, lived with me several weeks; 
but refused to eat. It amused itself by frequently 
hopping from one end of the room to the other ; and 
sitting for hours at the window, looking down on 
the passengers below. At first, when approached by 
any person, he generally put himself in a threaten- 
ing position; but after some time he became quite 
familiar, permitting himself to be handled, and shutting 

* This 18 the youog of the preceding ipcdeff* 
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his eyes, as if qmte passive. Though he lived so long 
without foody he was found on dissection to be exceed- 
ingly fiit, his stomach being enveloped, in a mass of 
solid hi of nearly an inch in thickness. 

The white-breasted hawk is twenty-two inches lonff, 
and four feet in extent; cere, pale ffreen; bill, paLa 
blue, black at the point; eye, bright straw colour; 
eyelnrow, projecting greatly; head, broad, flat, and large; 
upper part of the head, sides of the neck and back, 
brown, streaked and seamed with white and some pale 
rust ; scapulars and wing-coverts spotted with white ; 
wing quills much resembling the preceding species; 
tail coverts, white, handsomely barred with brown ; tail, 
slightely rounded, of a pale brown colour, varying in 
some to a sorrel, crossea by nine or ten bars of bhu;k, 
and tipt for half an inch with white ; wings, brown, 
bftrred with dusky ; inner vanes nearly all white ; chin, 
throat, and breast, pure white, with the exception of 
some dight touches of brown that enclose the chin ; 
Amonils, yellowish white, thinly maiked with minute 
tmudies oi rust ; legs, bright yellow, feathered half way 
down ; belly, broadly spotted with black or v^ deep 
brown ; the tips of the wings reach to the middle of 
ihetaiL 

My reasons for inclining to consider this a distinct 
flpecies from the last, is that of having uniformly found 
toe present two or three inches larger than the former, 
though this may possibly be owing to their greater 
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22. VALCO BTEMALI8, WILSON. — WINTER FALCON. 
WILSON, PL. XXXV. FIG. I. — ADULT MALE. 

This elegant and spirited hawk visits us from the 
north early in November, and leaves us late in March. 
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He is a dexterous fro^' catcher; and, thai he mtr' 
pursue his profession with full effect, takes up hn 
winter residence almost entirely amon^ our meadows 
and marshes. He sometimes stuffs hunself so enor- 
mously with these reptiles, that the prominency of his 
oraw makes a large hunch, and he appears to fly with 
difficulty. I hare taken the broken fragments, and 
whole carcasses of ten froffs, of different dimensions^ 
from the crop of a single indiyidual. Of his genius and 
other exploits, I am unable to say much. He appears 
to be a fearless and active bird, silent, and not yery shy. 
One which I kept for some time, and which was slightly 
wounded, disdained all attempts made to reconcile him 
to confinement; and would not suffer a person to 
approach without being highly irritated, throwing 
himself backward, and striking, with expanded talons^ 
with great fury. Though shorter Tidnged than some of 
his tribe, yet I have no doubt, but, with proper care, 
he might be trained to strike nobler game, in a bdd 
style, and with great effect. But the education of 
hawks in this country may well be postponed for A 
time, until fewer improvements remain to be made in 
that of the human subject. 

Length of the winter hawk twenty inches ; extent 
forty-one inches, or nearly three feet six inches ; cere 
and legs, yellow, the latter long, and feathered for an 
inch below the knee ; bill, bluish black, small, furnished 
^rith a tooth in the upper mandible ; eye, bright ambor, 
cartilage over the eye, very prominent, and of a doll 
green ; head, sides of the neck, and throat, dark brown, 
streaked with white ; lesser coverts Tidth a strong glow 
of ferruHnous; secondaries, pale brown, indistinctly 
barred with darker ; primaries, brownish orange, spotted 
with black, wholly black at the tips ; tail, long, slightly 
rounded, barred sltemately with dark and pale brown ; 
inner vanes, white, exterior feathers, brownish orange ; 
wings, when closed, reach rather beyond the middle of 
the tail; tail coverts, white, marked with heart- 
shaped spots of brown, breast and belly, white, with 
numerous long drops of brown, the shafts blackish; 
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femoral feathers, large, pale yellow ochre, marked with 
Bomerous minute streaks of pale brown; claws, black. 
The legs of this bird are represented by different authors 
as slender ; but I saw no appearance of this in those 
I examined. 

The female is considerably darker aboye, and about 
two inches longer. 



23. VALCO LIVAaTUS, WILSON.* — RED-SHOULDERED HAWK. 
WILSOK, PLATE LIU. FIG. III. 

This species is more rarely met with than either of 
thfi fonper. Its haunts are in the neighbourhood of the 
sea. It preys on larks, sandpipers, and the small ringed 
plover, and frequently on ducks. It flies high and 
nregularly, and not in the sailing manner of the long- 
winged hawks. I have occasionally observed this bird 
near 'Eg^ Harbour, in New Jersey, and once in the 
meadows below this city. Thb hawk was first trans- 
mitted to Great Britain by Mr Blackbume, from Long 
Island, in the state of New York. With its manner en 
landing, eggs, &c. we are altogether unacquainted. 

The red-shouldered hawk is nineteen inches long; 
the head and back are brown, seamed and edged with 
rdsty ; bill, blue black ; cere and legs, yellow ; greater 
wing-coverts and secondaries, pale olive brown, thickly 
motted on both vanes ynih white and pale rusty ; prima- 
nes, very dark, nearly black, and barred or spotted with 
white ; tail, rounded, reaching about an inch and a half 
beyond the wings, black, crossed by five bands of white, 
and broadly tipt with the same ; whole breast and belly, 
bright msly, speckled and spotted with transverse rows 
•f white, the shafts black; chin and cheeks, pale Inrownish, 
streaked also with black ; iris, reddish hazel ; vent, pale 
ochre, tipt with rusty ; legs, feathered a little below the 

* This appears to be the joung male of the winter falcon. 
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knees, long; tbese and the feet, a fine jtSlow; ckum, 
black ; femorals, pale rusty, faintly barred with a darker 
tint. 

In the month of April I shot a female of thit specieSi 
and the only one I have yet met with, in a swamp, serea 
or eight miles below Philadelphia. The eggs were, some 
of them, nearljr as large as peas, from which circum- 
stance, I think it probable, they breed in such solitaiy 
parts even in this state. In colour, size, and markings, 
it differed very little from the male described above. 
The tail was scarcely quite so black, and the white bars 
not so pure ; it was also something larger. 



24. FALCO ULIOINOSUSf WILSON". — TALCO CYAlTSUSy LXNKiEirS. 

MARSH HAWK. 
WILSOK, PLATE LI. FIG. I. — TOUNG FBMALK. 

A DRAWING of this hawk was transmitted to Mr 
Edwards, more than fifty years ago, by Mr WiUiam 
Bartram, and engraved in Plate 291 of Edw€ardi$ 
Ornithology* At that time, and I believe till now, it 
has been considered as a species peculiar to this coun- 
try. 

I have examined various individuals of this haiN4c, 
both in summer and in the depth of winter, and- find 
them to correspond so nearly with the rine-tail of 
Europe, that I have no doubt of their being me same 
species. 

This hawk is most numerous where there are exten* 
sive meadows and salt marshes, over which it sails very 
low, making frequent circuitous sweeps over the same 
ground, in search of a species of mouse, very abundant in 
such situations. It occasionally flaps the wings, but is 
most commonly seen sailing about within a few feet of 
the surface. They are usually kno>«ni by the name of the 
mouse-hawk along the sea-coast of New Jersey, where 
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tihey are very dommon. Several were also brought me 
last winter from the meadows below Philadelphia. 
Having nerer seen its nest, I am unable to describe it 
froiBi my own obsenration. It is said, by European 
writers, to build on the ground, or on low limbs of 
trees* Mr Pennant obserres, that it sometimes changes 
to a rust-coloured variety, except on the rump and teiL 
It IB found, as was to be expected, at Hudson's Bay, 
being native in both this latitude and that of Britain. 
We are also informed that it is common in the open and 
temperate parts of Russia and Siberia ; and extends as 
far as Lake Baikal, though it is said not to be found in 
the north of Europe.* 

The marsh hawK is twenty-one inches long, and thrae 
fbet eleven inches in extent ; cere and legs, yellow, the 
former tinged with green, the latter long and slender; 
nostril, lai^e, triangular; this and the base of the bill, 
thickly covered with strong curving hairs, that rise from 
the sfpsMC between the eye and bill, arching over the 
base of the bill and cere ; this is a piu-ticular character* 
istio; bill, blue, bkok at the end; eye, dark hazel; 
oartiiage overhanging the eye, and also the eyelid, bluish 
ereen ; sjiot under the eye, and line from the front over 
it» brownish white ; head above and back, dark glossy 
chocolate brown, the former slightly seamed with bright 
Perruginous ; scapulars, spotted with the same under the 
surface ; lesser coverts and band of the wing, here and 
there edged with the same ; greater coverts and prima- 
ries, tipt with whitish ; quills deep broi^ni at the extreme 
hiJf, some of the outer ones hoary on the exterior edge ; 
all the primaries, yellowish white on the inner vanes 
and upper half, also barred on the inner vanes with 
black; tail, long, extending three inches beyond the 
wings, rounded at the end, and of a pale sorrel colour, 
croMed by four broad bars of very dark brown, the two 
middle feathers excepted, which are barred with deep 
and lighter shades of chocolate brown ; chin, pale fer- 
ruginous ; round the neck, a collar of bright rust colour ; 

* Pallas, as quoted by Pennant. 
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breast, belly, and vent, pale mst, shafted with bromi; 
femorals, long, tapering, and of the same pale rust tint; 
legs, feathered near an inch below the knee. This was 
a female. The male differs chiefly in being rather 
lighter, and somewhat less. 

This hawk is particularly serviceable to the rice fidds 
of the southern states, by the havoc it makes amonf 
the clouds of rice buntings that spread such devastation 
among that grain, in its early stage. As it sails low, 
and swiftly, over the surface of the field, it keeps the 
flocks in perpetual fluctuation, and greatly intermpts 
their depredations. The planters consider one marsh 
hawk to be equal to several negroes for alarming the 
rice -birds. Fonrierly the marsh hawk used to be 
numerous along the Schuylkill and Delaware, during 
the time the reeds were ripening, and the reed-birds 
abundant; but they have of late years become lees 
numerous here. 

Mr Pennant considers the " strong^ thicky and short 
legs " of this species, as specific distinctions from the 
ring-tailed hawk; the legs, however, are long and 
slender ; and a marsh hawk such as he has described, 
with strong, thick, and short legs, is no where to be 
found in the United States. 



GENUS III.— SrjRiX, LiNNiEus. 

SUBGENUS I. — SURNIAf DUMERIL. 

25. STRIX BUDSOiriA, WILSON. — HAWK OWL. 

WILSON, PLATE L. FIG. VI. — EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUlb 

This is an inhabitant of both continents, a kind of 
equivocal species, or rather a connecting link between 
the hawk and owl tribes, resembling the latter in the feet, 
and in the radiating feathers round the eye and biU ; but 
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approaching nearer to the former in the smallness of its 
head, narrowness of its &ce, and in its length of tail. In 
^ort, it seems jnst such a figure as one would expect to 
see generated between a hawk and an owl of the same 
size, were it possible for them to produce ; and yet is as 
distinct, independent, and original a species as any other. 
It has flJso another strong tnut of the hawk tribe, — in 
flying and preying by day, contrary to the general habit 
or owls. It is characterized as a bold and active species, 
fioUowing the fowler, and carrying off his game as soon 
88 it is shot. It is said to prey on partridges and other 
birds ; and is very common at Hudson's Bay, where it 
is called by the Indians coparacoch,* We are also 
informed that this same species inhabits Denmark and 
Sweden, is frequent in all Siberia, and on the west side 
of the XJralian chain as far as Casan and the Volga ; but 
not in Russia, f It was also seen by the navigators 
near Sandwich Sound, in lat. 61 deg. north. 

This species is very rare in Pennsylvania, and the 
more southern parts of the United States. Its favourite 
lange seems to be along the borders of the arctic region^ 
fkiaking occasional excursions southwardly when com* 
pelled by severity of weather, and consequent scarcilr^ 
of food. I some time ago received a drawing of this 
bird, from the district of Maine, where it was consi* 
dered rare : that, and another specimen which was shot 
in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, are the only two 
that have come under my notice. These having luckily 
happened to be male and female, have enabled me to 
give a description of both. Of their nest, or manner of 
breeding, we have no account. 

The male of this species is fifteen inches long ; the 
}>ill, orange yellow, and almost hid amon? the feathers ; 

Slumage of the chin, curving up over the under man- 
ible ; eyes, bright orange ; head, small ; face, narrow, 
and with very httle concavity ; cheeks, white ; crown 
and hind head, dusky black, tnickly marked with round 
spots of white ; sides of the neck, marked with a large 

* Edwards. f Pennant. 
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curving streak of brown black, with another a littk 
behind it of a triangular form ; back, scapulars, romp, 
and tail coverts, brown olive, thickly speckled wiUi 
broad spots of white; the tail extends three incha 
beyond the tips of the wiugs, is of a brown olive oolonfi 
and crossed vidth six or seven narrow bars of whiter 
rounded at the end, and also tipt with white ; the bretat 
and chin is marked vrith a large spot of brown olive; 
upper part of the breast, li^ht ; lower, and all the parte 
below, elegantly barred with dark brown and wnite; 
legs and feet, covered to and beyond the claws with loog 
whitish plumage, slightly yellow, and barred with fine 
lines of olive ; claws, horn colour. The weight of this 
bird was twelve ounces. 

The female is much darker above; the quills are 
nearly black; and the upper part of the breast is blotdied 
with deep blackish brown. 

It is worthy of remark, that in all owls that fly bv 
night, the exterior edges and sides of the wing qnilb 
are slightly recurved, and end in fine hairs or pomte ; 
by means of which the bird is enabled to pass toroag^ 
the air with the greatest silence, a provision necessary 
for enabling it the better to surprise its prey. In the 
hawk owl now before us, whicn flies by day, and tD 
whom this contrivance would be of no consequence, it 
is accordingly omitted, or at least is scarcely obser^le. 
So judicious, so wise, and perfectly applicable, are all 
the dispositions of the Creator. 



26. STBIX XrCTEA, WILSON. — SNOW OWL. 



WILSON, FLATS XXXII. FIG. I. — MALE. — EDINBURGH COLLBCI 

MUSEUM. 

This great northern hunter inhabits the coldest and 
most dreary regions of the northern hemisphere on 
both continents. The forlorn mountains of Greenland, 
covered with eternal ice and snows, where, for nearly 
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half the year, the sileoce of death and desolation mi^t 
almost be expected to reign, furnish food and shelter to 
this hardy adventurer; whence he is only driyen by 
the extreme* seyerity of weather towards the sea shore. 
He is'found in Lapland, Norway, and the country near 
Hudson's Bay, during the whole year ; is eaid to be 
eomnKm in Siberia, and numerous in Kamtschatka. 
He is often seen in Canada and the northern districts 
of the United States ; and sometimes extends his yisits 
to the borders of Florida. Nature, eyer provident, has 
go effectually secured this bird from the attacks of cold, 
that mot even a point is left exposed. The bill is almost 
completely hid among a mass of feathers that cover the 
fBce; the le^ -are clothed with such an exuberance 
of long, thick, hair-like j^lumage, as to appear nearly as 
larffe as those Of a middle-sized dog, nothing beimf 
visible but the claws, which are large, black, much 
hooked, and extremely sharp. The whole plumage 
below the surface is ofrhe most exquisitely soft, warm, 
and elastic kind, and so closely matted together as to 
make it a difficult matter to penetrate to the skin. 

The usual food of this species is said to be hares, 
grouse, rabbits, ducks, mice, and even carrion. Unlike 
most of his tribe, he hunts by day as well as by twilight, 
and is particularly fond of frequenting the shores and 
banks of shallow rivers, over the surrace of which he 
riowly sails, or sits on a rock a little raised above the 
water, watching for fish. These he seizes with a 
sudden and instantaneous stroke of the foot, seldom 
missing his aim. In the more southern and thickly 
settled parts lie is seldom seen; and when he appears, 
his size, colour, and singular aspect, attract general 
notice. 

In the month of October, I met with this bird 
on Oswego River, New York state, a little below the 
Falls, vigilantly watching for fish. At Pittsburg, in 
the month of February, I saw another, which had been 
shot in the wing some time before. At a place on the 
Ohio, called Long Reach, I examined another, which 
was the first ever recollect^ to have been seen there. 
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In the town of Cincinnati, state of Ohio, two of theM 
birds alighted on the roof of the court house, and 
alarmed the whole town. A people more disposed to 
superstition, would have deduced some dire or rortunale 
prognostication from their selecting such a place ; bvt 
the only solicitude was how to get possession of them^ 
which, after several volleys, was at length effected^ 
One of these, a female, I afterwards examined, wheA 
on my way through that place to New Orleans. Near 
Bairdstown, in Kentucky, I met with a lai^e and very 
beautiful one, which appeared to be altogether unknown 
to the inhabitants of that quarter, and excited general 
surprise. A person living on the eastern shore of 
Maryland, shot one of these birds a few months ago^ 
a female ; and, having stuffed the skin, brought it to 
Philadelphia, to Mr Peale, in expectation, no doubt, oif 
a great reward. I have examined eleven of these birds 
within these fifteen mouths last past, in different and 
very distant parts of the country, all of which were 
shot either during winter, late in the fall, or early in 
spriii£^ ; so that it does not appear certain whether anj 
remain during summer withm the territory of the 
United States ; thou^fh I think it hio^hly probable that 
a few do, in some of the more northern inland part^ 
where they are most numerous during winter. 

The colour of this bird is well suited for concealment, 
while roaming over the general waste of snows ; and 
its flight strong and swift, very similar to that of some 
of our large hawks. Its hearing must be exquisite, if 
we judge from the largeness of these organs in it ; and 
its voice is so dismal, that, as Pennant observes, it adds 
horror even to the regions of Greenland, by its hideous 
cries, resembling those of a man in deep distress. 

The male of this species measures twenty-two inches 
and a half in length, and four feet six inches in breadth; 
head and neck, nearly white, with a few small dots of 
dull brown interspersed ; eyes, deep sunk, under pn^ 
jecting eyebrows, the plumage at their internal angles, 
fluted, or prest in, to admit mrect vision ; below this it 
bristles up, covering nearly the whole bill ; the irides 
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e of tbe most brilliant golden yellow, and the counter 
jice, from the proportionate smallness of the head, 
ejection of the eyebrow, and concavity of the plumage 
the angle of the eye, very different from that of any 
her of the genus ; general colour of the body, white^ 
arked with lunated spots of pale brown above, and 
Ith semicircular dashes below; femoral feathers, long, 
id legs covered, even over the claws, with long shaggy 
lir-like down, of a dirty white; the claws, when 
cposed, appear large, much hooked, of a black colour, 
id extremely sharp pointed; back, white; tail, rounded 
. the end, white, slightly dotted with pale brown neaf 
le tips ; wings, when closed, reach near the extremity 
* the tedl ; vent feathers, large, strong shafted, and 
^tending also to the point of the tail ; upper part of 
le breast and belly, plain white ; body, very broad and 

The female, which measures two feet in length, and 
re feet two inches in extent, is covered more thickly 
ith spots of a much darker colour than those on ths 
lale ; the chin, throat, face, belly, and vent, are white ; 
smoral feathers white, long, and shaggy, marked with 

few heart-shaped spots of brown ; legs also covered 
> the daws with long white hairy down ; rest of the 
lumage white, every feather spotted or barred with 
ark brown, largest on the wing quills, where they are 
iMmt two inches apart ; fore part of the crown, thickly 
larked with roundish black spots ; tail, crossed with 
ands of broad brownish spots ; shafts of all the plumage, 
rhite ; bill and claws, as in the male, black ; third md 
)urth wing quill the longest ; span of the foot, four 
aches. 

From the various individuals of these birds which I 
lave examined, I have reason to believe that the male 
lone approaches nearly to white in his plumage, the 
emale rarely or never. The conformation of the eye 
f this bird forms a curious and interesting subject 
o the young anatomist. The globe of the eye is 
mmoveably lixed in its socket, by a strong elastic hard 
lartilagiuous case, in form, of a truncated cone ; • this 
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case bein^ closely covered witb a skin, appears at first 
to be of one oontinued piece; but, on removii^ the 
exterior membrane, it is found to be formed of mteeQ 
pieces, plac^ like tbe staves of a cask, overlappingf 
a little at tbe base, or narrow end, and teem as u 
capable of being enlarged or contracted, periu^ by tiie 
muscular membrane witb wbieb they are encased. In 
five other different species of owls, which I haye 
examined, I found nearly the same conformation of 
this organ, and exactly the same number of staves. 
The eye being thus fixed, these birds, as they view 
different objects, are always obliged to tarn the head; 
and nature has so excellently adapted their nedc to 
this purpose, that they can, with ease, turn it roaml, 
without moving the body, in almost a compete circle. 



27. 8TEIX IfJBVIA, WIL90K. -^MOTTLED OWL. 



WILSON, PLATE XIX. FIO. I. ADULT. 

On contemplating the grave and antiquated figure of 
this night wanderer^ so destitute of every thing like 
gracefulness of shape, I can scarcely refrain from 
smiling at the conceit, of the ludicrous i^pearance this 
bird must have made, had nature bestowed on it the 
powers of song, and given it the fiiculty of warbiiiig 
out sprightly airs, while robed in such a solemn exterior. 
But the great God of Nature hath, in his wisdon, 
assigned to this class of birds a more unsocial, and lees 
noble, though, perhaps, not less useAil, disposition, by 
assimilating them, not only in form of countenanoe, bat 
in voice, manners, and appetite, to some partionhu' 
beasts of prey ; secluding them from the enjoym«nt of 
the gay sunshine of day, and giving them little more 
than tne few solitary hours of morning and eveaiag 
twilight, to procure their food and pursue their amonn; 
while all the tuneful tribes, a few excepted, are wnpt 

5 
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in silence and repose. That their trae character, hofw- 
ever, should not he concealed from those weaker animals 
on whom they feed, (for heaven abhors deceit and 
hypocrisy,) He has stamped their countenance with 
strong* traits of their murderer the cat; and birds in 
this respect are, perhaps, better physiogfnomists than 
men. 

The owl now before us is chiefly a native of the 
northern regions, arriving here, with several others, 
about the commencement of cold weather ; frequenting 
die uplands and mountainous districts, in preference to 
the lower parts of the country ; and feeding on mice^ 
small birds, beetles, and crickets. It is rather a scarce 
species in Pennsylvania ; flies usually in the early part 
of night and morning; and is sometimes observed sitting 
on the fences during day, when it is easily caught ; its 
vision at that time being very imperfecta 

The bird which I am about to describe, was taken in 
this situation, and presented to me by a friend. I kept 
it in the room beside me for some time, during which 
its usual position was such as I have given it. Its 
eyelids were either half shut, or slowly and alternately 
opening and shutting, as if sufiering from the glare of 
day; but no sooner was the sun set, than its whole 
ice became lively and animated; its full and 
Lobular eyes shone like those of a cat ; and it often 
»wered its head, in the manner of a cock when pre- 
paring to fight, moving it from side to side, and also 
▼ertically, as if reconnoitring you with great sharpness. 
In flying through the room, it shifted from place to 
place with the silence of a spirit, (if I may be allowed 
the expression,) the plumage of its wings being so 
extremely fine and soft as to occasion little or no friction 
"With the air, — a wise provision of nature, bestowed on 
the whole genus, to enable them, without giving alarm, 
to seize their prey in the night. For an hour or two in 
the evening, and about break of day, it flew about with 
great activity. When angry, it snapped its bill repeat- 
edly with violence, and so loud as to be heard in the 
adjoining room, swelling out its eyes to their full dimeii- 

VOL. I. G 
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sions, and lowerinsf its head as before described. It 
swaUowed its food hastily, in larffe mouthfiils; and 
never was observed to drink. Of the eggs and nest of 
this species, I am unable to speak. 

The mottled owl is ten inches long, and twenty-two 
in extent ^ the upper part of the head, the back, ears, 
and lesser win^-co verts, are dark brown, streaked and 
variegated wim black, pale brown, and ash; wings, 
lighter, the greater coverts and primaries spotted with 
wite ; tail, short, even, and mottled with black, pale 
brown, and whitish, on a dark brown ground ; its lower 
side, gray; horns, (as they are usiuJly called,) very 
prominent, each composed of ten feathers, increasing in 
length from the front backwards, and Ughtest on the 
inside; face, whitish, marked with smafi touches of 
dusky, and bounded on each side with a circlet of black; 
breast and belly, white, beautifully variegated with 
ragged streaks of black, and small transverse touches 
of brown ; legs, feathered nearly to the claws, with a 
kind of hairy down, of a pale brown colour ; vent and 
under tail-coverts, white, the latter slightly marked 
with brown ; iris of the eye, a brilliant golden yellow ; 
bill and claws, bluish horn colour. 

This was a female. The male is considerably less in 
size; the general colours darker; and the white on 
the wing-coverts not so observable. 

Hollow trees, either in the woods or orchard, or dose 
evergreens in retired situations, are the usual roosting 
places of this and most of our other species. These 
retreats, however, are frequently discovered by the 
nuthatch, titmouse, or blue jay, wno instantly raise the 
alarm ; a promiscuous group of feathered neighbours 
soon collect round the spot, like crowds in the streets 
of a large city, when a thief or murderer is detected ; 
and, by their insults and vociferation, oblige the recluse 
to seek for another lodging elsewhere. This may 
account for the circumstance of sometimes finding them 
abroad during the day, on fences and other exposed 
situations. 
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28. 8TRIXA8J0y WILSON. — RID OWL, 
WILSOK, PLATE XLII. FIG. I. * 

This is another of our nocturnal wanderers, well 
known by its common name, the Little Screech Owl; 
and notea for its melancholy quiyering' kind of wailing 
in the eyenings, particularly towards the latter part of 
summer and autumn, near the farm house. On dear 
moonlight nights, they answer each other from yarious 
parts of the fields or orchard; roost during the day in 
thick eyergreens, such as cedar, pine, or juniper trees, 
and are rarely seen abroad in sunshine. In May, they 
construct their nest in the hollow of a tree, often in 
the orchard in an old apple tree ; the nest is composed 
of some hay and a few feathers ; the eggs are four, 
pure white, and nearly round. The young are at first 
coyered with a whitish down. 

This specimen I kept for seyeral weeks in the room 
beside me. It was caught in a barn, where it had taken 
up its lodging, probably for the ^eater conyenience of 
mousing ; and being unhurt, I had an opportunity of 
remarking its manners. At first, it struck itself so 
forcibly against the window, as frequently to depriye it, 
seemingly, of all sensation for seyeral minutes : this was 
done so repeatedly, that I began to fear that either the 

glass or the owFs skull must giye way. In a few days, 
oweyer, it either began to comprehend something of 
the matter, or to take disgust at the glass, for it neyer 
repeated its attempts ; and soon became quite tame and 
familiar. Those who haye seen this bird only in the 
day, can form but an imperfect idea of its activity, and 
eyen sprightliness, in its proper season of exercise. 
Tliroughout the day, it was all stillness and ^ayity; 
its eyelids half shut, its neck contracted, and its head 
shrank seemingly into its body ; but scarcely was the 
sun set, and twilight began to approach, when its eyes 
became full and sparkling, like two liying globes of tire ; 

* This appears to be the young of the mottled owl. 
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it crouched on its perch, reconnoitred every object 
around with looks of eager fierceness; alighted and 
fed ; stood on the meat with clenched talons, while it 
tore it in morsels with its bill ; flew round the room 
with the silence of thought, and perching, moaned out 
its melancholy notes with many lively gesticulations, 
not at all accordant with the pitiful tone of its ditty, 
which reminded one of the shivering moanings of a 
half frozen puppy. 

This species is found generally over the United 
States, and is not mi^tory. 

The red owl is eight inches and a half long, and 
twenty-one inches in extent ; general colour of the 
plumage above, a bright nut brown, or tawny red ; the 
shafts, black ; exterior edges of the outer row of 
scapulars, white ; bastard wing, the five first primaries, 
and three or four of the first greater coverts, also spotted 
with white; whole wing quills, spotted with dusky 
on their exterior webs; tail, rounded, transversely 
barred with dusky and pale brown ; chin, breast, and 
sides, bright reddish brown, streaked laterally with 
black, intermixed with white; belly and vent, white, 
spotted with bright brown ; legs, covered to the claws 
with pale brown hairy down ; extremities of the toes 
and claws, pale bluisn, ending in black ; bill, a pale 
bluish horn colour; eyes, vivid yellow; inner angles 
of the eyes, eyebrows, and space surrounding the bill, 
whitish : rest of the face nut brown ; head, homed or 
eared, each consisting of nine or ten feathers of a tawny 
red, shafted with black. 

StJBOXNUS II. — ULULA, CUVIER. 
29. 8TBJX rjROJNIANA, WILSOK. — GREAT HO&VED OWL. 
WILSON, PL.L. FIG. I. EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM. 

This noted and formidable owl is found in almost 
everv quarter of the United States. His favourite 
residence, however, is in the dark solitudes of deep 
sT^amps, covered with a^owth of gigantic timber; and 
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here, as soon as evening' draws on, and mankind retire 
to rest, he sends forth such sounds as seem scarcely to 
belong to this world, startling the solitary pilgrim as he 
slumbers by his forest fire, 

" Making night hideous." 

Along the mountainous shores of the Ohio, and amidst 
the deep forests of Indiana, alone, and reposing in the 
woods, this ghostly watcbman has frequently warned 
me of the approach of morning, and amused me with his 
singular exclamations, sometimes sweeping down and 
around my fire, uttering a loud and sudden Waugh O ! 
Waugh O ! sufficient to have alarmed a whole garrison. 
He has other nocturnal solos, no less melodious, one of 
which yery strikingly resembles the half suppressed 
screams of a person suffocating, or throttled, and cannot 
fail of being exceedingly entertaining to a lonely be- 
nighted traveller, in the midst of an Indian wilderness ! 
This species inhabits the country round Hudson's 
Bay; and, according to Pennant, who considers it a 
mere variety of the eagle owl (strix bubo) of Europe, 
is found in Kamtschatka ; extends even to the arctic 
regions, where it is often found white ; and occurs as low 
as Astrakan. It has also been seen white in the United 
States; but this has doubtless been owing to disease 
or natural defect, and not to climate. It preys on young 
rabbits, squirrels, rats, mice, partridges, and small birds 
of various kinds. It has been often known to prowl 
about the farm house, and carry off chickens from roost. 
A very large one, wing-broken while on a foraging 
excursion of this kind, was kept about the house for 
several days, and at length disappeared, no one knew 
how. Almost every day after this, hens and chickens 
also disappeared, one by one, in an unaccountable 
manner, till, in eight or ten days, very few were left 
remaining. The fox, the minx, and weasel, were alter- 
nately the reputed authors of this mischief, until one 
morning, the old lady herself, rising before day to bake, 
in passing towards the oven, surprised her late prisoner, 
the owl, regaling himself on the body of a newl^ kAUL<&4 
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hen ! The thief instantly made for his hole, under the 
house, from whence the enraged matron soon dislodged 
him, with the hrush handle, and without mercy des- 
patched him. In this snug retreat, were found the 
greater part of the feathers, and many large fragments 
of her whole family of chickens. 

There is something in the character of the owl so 
recluse, solitary, and mysterious, something so discordant 
in the tones of its voice, heard only amid the dlenee 
and gloom of night, and in the most lonely and seques- 
tered situations, as to have strongly impressed the 
minds of mankind in general with sensations of awe 
and ahhorrence of the whole trihe. The poets have 
indulged freely in this general prejudice ; and in their 
descriptions and delineations oi midnight storms, and 
gloomy scenes of nature, the owl is generally introduced 
to heighten the horror of the picture. Ignorance and 
superstition, in all ages, and in all countries, listen to 
the voice of the owl, and even contemplate its physiog- 
nomy, with feelings of disgust, and a kind of fearful 
awe. The priests, or conjurers, among some of our 
Indian nations, have taken advantage of the reverential 
horror for this hird, and have adopted the great homed 
owl, the subject of the present account, as the symbol 
or emblem of their office. •* Among the Creeks, says 
Mr Bartram, in his Travels^ p. 504, " the junior priests, 
or students, constantly wear a white mantle, and have 
a great owl-skin cased and stuffed very ingeniously, so 
well executed as almost to appear like the living bird, 
having large sparkling glass beads, or buttons, &ed in 
the head for eyes. This insignia of wisdom and diri- 
nation they wear sometimes as a crest on the top of 
the head; at other times the image sits on the arm, 
or is borne on the hand. These bachelors are also 
distinguished from the other people by their taciturnity, 
grave and solemn countenance, dignified step, and sing- 
ing to themselves songs or hymns in a low, sweet 
voice, as they stroll about the towii." 

Nothing is a more effectual cure for superstition 
than a knowledge of the general laws and productions 
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of nature; nor more forcibly leads our reflections to 
the first, great, self-existent Cause of all, to whom our 
reyerential awe is then humbly deyoted, and not to any 
of his dependant creatures. With all the gloomy habits 
and ungracious tones of the owl, there is nothing in 
this bird supernatural or mysterious, or more than that 
of a simple bird of prey, formed for feeding by night, 
like many other animals, and of reposing by day. The 
harshness of its yoice, occasioned by the width and 
capacity of its throat, may be intended by Heayen as 
an alarm and warning to the birds and animals on which 
it preys to secure themselves from danger. The yoices 
of aU carnivorous birds and animals are also observed 
to be harsh and hideous, probably for this very purpose. 

The great homed owl is not migratory, but remains 
with us the whole year. During the day he slumbers 
in the thick evergreens of deep swamps, or seeks shelt^ 
in large hollow trees. He is very rarely seen abroad 
by day, and never but when disturbed. In the month 
oi May they usually begin to build. The nest is 
generally placed in the fork of a tall tree, and is con- 
structed of sticks piled in considerable quantities, lined 
with dry leaves and a few feathers. Sometimes they 
choose a hollow tree ; and in that case carry in but few 
materials. The female lays four eggs, nearly as large 
as those of a hen, almost globular, and of a pure white. 
In one of these nests, after the young had flown, were, 
found the heads and bones of two chickens, the legs 
and head of the golden-winged woodpecker, and part 
of the wings and feathers of several other birds. It is 
conjectured that they hatch but once in the season. 

The length of the male of this species is twenty 
inches ; the bill is large, black, and strong, covered at 
the base with a cere; the eyes, golden yellow; the 
horns are three inches in length, and very broad, 
consisting of twelve or fourteen feathers, their webs 
black, broadly edged with bright tawny; face, rusty, 
bounded on each side by a band of black ; space between 
the eyes and bill, whitish ; whole lower parts elegantly 
marked with numerous transverse bars of dusky on a 
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bright tawny fifround, thinly interspersed with white; 
vent, pale yeUow ochre, barred with narrow lines of 
brown ; legs and feet large, and covered with feathers 
or hairy down of a pale brown colour; claws, very 
large, blue black ; tail, rounded, extending about an 
inch beyond the tips of the wings, crossed with six or 
seven narrow bars of brown, and variegated or marbled 
with bronvn and tawny; whole upper parts finely 
pencilled with dusky, on a tawny and whitish ground; 
chin, pure white, under that a band of brown, succeeded 
by another narrow one of white ; eyes, very lan^. 

The female is full two feet in length, and has not 
the white on the throat so pure. She has also less of 
the bright ferruginous or tawny tint below; but is 
principally distinguished by her superior magnitude. 



SO. STRIX OTUSy WILSON. — LONG-EARED OWL. 
WILSON, FL. LI. FIG. I. — EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM. 

This owl is common to both continents, and is much 
more numerous in Pennsylvania than the white, or bam 
owl : six or seven were found in a single tree, about 
iifteen miles from Philadelphia. There is little doubt 
but this species is found inhabiting America to a hirii 
latitude ; though we have no certain accounts of tne 
fact. Except in size, this species has more resemblance 
to the great homed owl than any other of its tribe. 
It resembles it also in breeding among the branches of 
tall trees ; lays four eggs, of nearly a round form, and 
pure white.* The young are greyish white until 
nearly full grown, and roost during the day ck)se 
together on a limb, among tlie thickest of the foliage. 
This owl is frequently seen abroad during the day, but 
is not remarkable for its voice or habits. 

The loug-eared owl is fourteen inches and a half 
long, and three feet two inches in extent ; ears, lai^, 
composed of six feathers, gradually lengthening from 

* Buffon remarks, that it rarely constructs a nest of its own ; hot 
not unfrequently occupies that of others, particularly the magpi& - 
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the front one backwards, black, edged with rusty 
yellow ; irides, yivid yellow ; inside of the circle of the 
face, white, outside or cheeks, rusty; at the internal 
angle of the eye, a streak of black ; bill, blackish horn 
colour; forehead and crown, deep brown, speckled with 
minute points of white and pale rusty; outside circle 
of the nice, black, finely marked with small curving 
spots of white ; back and wings, dark brown, sprinkled 
and spotted with white, pale ferruginous and dusky; 
primaries, barred with brownish yellow and dusky, 
darkening towards the tips; secondaries, more finely 
barred and powdered with white and dusky; tail, 
rounded at the end, of the same length with the wings, 
beautifully barred and marbled with dull white and pale 
rusty, on a dark brown ground; throat and breast, 
clouded with rusty, cream, black and white; belly, 
beautifully streaked with large arrow-heads of black; 
1^ and tnighs, plain pale rusty, feathered to the claws, 
which are blue black, large, and sharp ; inside of the 
wing, brownish yellow, with a large spot of black at 
the root of the primaries. This was a female. Of the 
nude I cannot speak precisely ; though, from the num- 
bers of these birds which 1 have examined in the fall, 
when it is difficult to ascertain their sex, I conjecture 
that they differ very little in colour. 

About six or seven miles below Philadelphia, and 
not &r from the Delaware, is a low swamp, thickly 
covered with trees, and inundated during great part of 
the year. This place is the resort of great numbers of 
the qua^-bird, or night raven (ardea nycticarax,) where 
they build in large companies. On the 25th of April, 
while wading among the dark recesses of this place, 
observing the habits of these birds, I discovered a /on^- 
eared owl, which had taken possession of one of their 
nests, and was sitting; on mounting to the nest, 1 found 
it contained four eggs, and, breaking one of these, the 
young appeared almost ready to leave the shell. There 
were numbers of the qua-birds' nests on the adjoining 
trees all around, and one of them actuallv on the same 
tree. Thus we see how unvarying are the manners of 
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this species, however remote and different the countries 
may he where it has taken up its residence. 



31. 8TMIJC BRACarOTOSy WILSON. — SHORT-BA&SD OWL. 

WILSON, PLATE XXXIII. FIG. III. — MALE. EDINBURGH COLLXGl 

MUSEUM. 

This is another species common to hoth continents, 
heing found in Britain as far north as the Orkney Isles, 
where it also hreeds, huilding its nest upon the g^und, 
amidst the heath ; arrives and disappears in the south 
parts of England with the woodcock, that is, in October 
and April; consequently does not breed there. It 
is called at Hudson's Bav, the mouse hawk ; and is 
described as not flying, like other owls, in search of 
prey, but sitting quiet, on a stump of a tree, watching 
for mice. It is said to be found in plenty in the woods 
near Chatteau Bay, on the coast of Labrador. In the 
Uuited States, it is also a bird of passage, coming to us 
from the north in November, and departing in April 
It has the stem aspect of a keen, vigorous, and active 
bird; and is reputed to be an excellent mouser. It 
flies frequently by day, particularly in dark, cloudy 
weather, takes short flignts; and, when sitting and 
looking sharply around, erects the two slight feathers 
that constitute its horns, which are at such times very 
noticeable ; but, otherwise, not perceivable. No person, 
on slightly examining this bird after being shot, would 
suspect it to be furnished with horns ; nor are they 
discovered but by careful search, or previous observsr 
tion on the living bird. Bewick, in his History of 
British Birds, remarks, that this species is sometimes 
seen in companies, — twenty-eight of them being once 
counted in a turnip field in November. 

Length, fifteen inches ; extent, three feet four inches; 
general colour above, dark brown, the feathers broadly 
skirted with pale yellowish brown; biU, laive, black; 
irides, rich golden yellow, placed in a bed of deep black, 
which radiates outwards all around, except towards 
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the bill, where the plumag^e is whitish ; ears, bordered 
with a semicircular line of black and tawny yellow 
dots; tail, rounded, longer than usual with owls, 
crossed with five bands of dark brown, and as many of 
yellow ochre,— some of the latter have central spots of 
dark brown, -^ the whole tipt with white; quills also 
banded with dark brown and yellow ochre; breast 
and> belly streaked with dark brown, on a around of 
yellowish; legs, thighs, and vent, plain dufl yellow; 
tips of the three first qmll feathers, black ; legs, clothed 
to the claws, which are black, curved to about the 
quarter of a circle, and exceedingly sharp. 

The female I have never seen ; but she is said to be 
somewhat larger, and much darker ; and the spots on 
the breast larger, and more numerous. 



S2. STSIX NEBUL08A, LINNJBUS. — BARRXD OWL. 
WILSON, PL. XXVIII. FIO. U. — EDINBURGH COLLEGE M1TSEUM. 

This is one of our most common owls. In vnnter 
particularly, it is numerous in the lower parts of 
Pennsylvania, among the woods that border the exten- 
sive meadows of Schuylkill and Delaware. It is very 
frequently observed flying during day, and certainly 
sees more distinctly at that time than many of its genus. 
In one spring, at omerent times, I met with more than 
forty of them, generally flyin&r, or sitting exposed. I 
also once met with one of their nests, containing three 
young, in the crotch of a white oak, among thick 
foliage. The nest was rudely put together, composed 
outwardly of sticks, intermixed with some dry grass 
and leaves, and lined with smaller twigs. At another 
time, in passing through the woods, I perceived some- 
thing white, on the high shaded branch of a tree, close 
to the trunk, that, as I thought, looked like a cat 
asleep. Unable to satisfy myself, I was induced to fire, 
when, to my surprise and regret, four young owls, of 
this same species, nearly full grown, came down head- 
long, and, fluttering fcH- a few moments, died at my 
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feet. Their nest was probabljr not far distant. I haye 
also seen the eggs of this species, which are nearly as 
lars^e as those of a young pullet, but much more globular, 
and perfectly white. 

These birds sometimes seize on fowls, partridges, and 
young rabbits ; mice and small game are, however, their 
most usual food. The difference of size between the 
male and female of this owl is extraordinary, amoantiiiff 
sometimes to nearly eight inches in the length. Bot£ 
scream during day, like a hawk. 

The male barred owl measures sixteen inches and a 
half in length, and thirty-^ight inches in extent ; upper 
parts a pale brown, marked with transverse spots of 
white; wings, barred with alternate bands of pale 
brown, and darker ; head, smooth, very large, mottled 
with transverse touches of dark brown, pale brown, 
and white ; eyes, large, deep blue, the pupil not per- 
ceivable; face, or radiated circle of tne eyes, erey, 
surrounded by an outline of bro\in[i and white dots; 
bill, yellow, tinged with green; breast, barred trans- 
versely with rows of brown and white ; beUy, streaked 
longitudinally with long stripes of brown, on ayeUowish 
ground ; vent, plain yellowish white ; thighs and 
feathered legs, the same, slightly pointed with brown ; 
toes, nearly covered with plumage ; claws, dark horn 
colour, very sharp ; tail, rounded, and remarkably con- 
cave below, barred with six broad bars of brown, and 
as many narrow ones of white ; the back and shoulders 
have a cast of chestnut ; at each internal angle of the 
eye, is a broad spot of black; the plumage of the 
radiated circle round the eye ends in long black hairs; 
and the bill is encompassed by others of a longer and 
more bristly kind. These probably serve to guard the 
eye when any danger approaches it in sweeping hastily 
through the woods ; and those usually found on fly- 
catchers may have the same intention to fulfil ; for, on 
the slightest touch of the point of any of these hairs, the 
nictitant membrane was instantly thrown over the eye. 

The female is twenty-two inches long, and four feet 
ia extent ; the chief difference of colour consists in her 
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rs bein^ broadly spotted with white ; the shoulder 
^ a plain chocolate hrown ; the tail extends con- 
"ably beyond the tips of the wings ; the bill is much 
jr, and of a more golden yellow ; iris of the eye, 
same as that of the male. 

lie different character of the feathers of this, and, I 
»Te, of naost owls, is really surprising. Those that 
oxukd the bill differ little from bristles ; those that 
ound the region of the eyes are exceeding open, 

unwebbed; these are bounded by another set, 
(rally proceeding from the external edge of the ear, 

most peculiar small, narrow, yelvety kind, whose 
» are so exquisitely fine, as to be invisible to the 
ed eye ; above, the plumage has one general character 
he surface, calculated to repel rain and moisture; 
, tom'ards the roots, it is of the most soft, loose, and 
raj substance in nature, — so much so, that it may be 
ched without being felt; the webs of the wing 
[Is are also of a delicate softness, covered with an 
ost imperceptible hair, and edged with a loose silky 
rn, so that tne owner passes through the air without 
Tmpting the most profound silence. Who cannot, 
ceiye the hand of God in all these things ! 

93. 8TSIX PA88EBINA, LINVJEUS. — LITTLX OWL. 
STSIJT ACADICA, GMELIK. 
L80V, PLATE XXXIV. FIO. I. — EDIKBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM. 

reis is one of the least of its whole genus ; but, like 
By other little folks, makes up, in neatness of general 
m and appearance, for deficiency of size, and is, 
haps, the most shapely of all our owls. Nor are the 
imrs and markings of its plumage inferior in simpli- 
r and effect to most others. It also possesses an eye 
\j equal in spirit and brilliancy to thVb«8t of thei^ 
This species is a general and constant inhabitant of 
I middle and northern states; but is found most 
merous in the neighbourhood of the seai ^YiOt^^ %x^^ 
ong" woods and swampa of pine trees. W. T«t^^ 
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rambles much during day; but, if disturbed, flies a 
short way, and again takes shelter from the Ught; at 
the approach of twilight it is all life and activi^, being 
a noted and dexterous mouse-catcher. It is found as 
far north as Nova Scotia, and even Hudson's Bay ; is 
frequent in Russia; builds its nest generally in pines, 
half way up the tree, and lays two eggs, which, like 
those of the rest of its genus, are white. The mekn- 
choly and gloomy umbrage of those solitary eyergreens 
forms its favourite haunts, where it sits dozing and 
slumbering all day, lulled by the roar of the neighbouring 
ocean. 

The little owl is seven inches and a half long, and 
eighteen inches in extent; the upper parts are a plain 
brown oUve, the scapulars and some of the greater and 
lesser coverts being spotted with white ; the first €[n 
primaries are crossed obliquely with &ye bars of white; 
tail, rounded, rather darker than the body, crossed with 
two rows of white spots, and tipt with white ; whole 
interior vanes of the wings, spotted with the same; 
auriculars, yellowish brown ; crown, upper part of the 
neck, and circle surrounding the ears, beautifully marked 
with numerous points of white on an olive brown 
ground ; front, pure white, ending in long blackish hairs ; 
at the internal angle of the eyes, a broad spot of bkck 
radiatinv outwards ; irides, pale yellow ; bill, a blackish 
horn colour ; lower parts, streaked with yellow ochre 
and reddish bay ; thighs, and feathered legs, pale buff; 
tees, covered te the claws, which are blacK, large, and 
sharp-pointed. 

The bird, from which the foregoing description was 
taken, was shot on the sea shore, near Great Egg Hap> 
hour, in New Jersey, in the month of November, and, on 
dissection, was found te be a female. Turton describes 
a species called the white-fronted owl (S, allnfratUf) 
which, in every thing except the size, agrees with this 
bird, and has, very probably, been taken from a young 
male, which is sometimes found considerably less than 
the female. 
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SUBGKKU8 III. — STRJXy SAVIGMT. 
. BTEJX FLAMMEAf LIMNiBUS. WHITE, OR BARN OWL. 

.SOVf PLATE L. FIG. II.— XDIKBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM. 

IS owl, though 80 common in Europe, is rare in 
lart of the United States, and is only found here 
g very severe winters. This may possibly be 
i;* to the want of those favourite recesses in this 
of the world, which it so much affects in the 
-n continent. The multitudes of old ruined castles, 
"8, monasteries, and cathedrals, that everywhere 

view in those countries, are the chosen haunts of 
rell-known species. Its savage cries at night give, 
vulgar minds, a cast of supernatural horror to 

venerable mouldering piles of antiquity. This 
», being common to both continents, doubtless 
ds to the arctic regions. It also inhabits Tartary, 
3, according to Pennant, ^ the Monffuls and natives 
t pay it divine honours, because they attribute to 
tpecies the preservation of the founder of their 
■e, Ginghis Khan. That prince, with his small 
. happened to be surprised and put to flight by his 
ies, and forced to conceal himself in a little coppice; 
rl settled on the bush under which he was hid, and 
ed his pursuers not to search there, as they thought 
possible that any man could be concealed in a 
where that bird would perch. From thenceforth 
held it to be sa^ed, and every one wore a plume 

1 feathers of this species on his head. To this day 
jJmucs continue the custom on all great festivals ; 
lome tribes have an idol in form of an owl, to 
I they fasten the real legs of one."* 

is species is rarely found in Pennsylvania in sum- 

Of its place and manner of building, I am unable, 

my own observation, to speak. The bird itself 

een several times found in the hollow of a tree, 

* Arctic Zoology^ p. 285. 
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and was once caught in a bam in my neighbourhood. 
European writers inform us, that it makes no nest, but 
deposits its eggs in the holes of walls, and lays five or 
six, of a whitish colour ; is said to feed on mice and 
small birds, which, like the most of its tribe, it swallows 
whole, and afterwards emits the bones, feathers, and 
other indigestible parts, at its mouth, in the form of 
small round cakes, which are often found in the empty i 
buildings it frequents. During its repose it is saia to I 
make a blowing noise resembling the snoring of a man.* 

It is distinguished in England by yarious names, the 
barn owl, the church owl, gillihowlet, and screech owL , 
In the lowlands of Scotland it is universally called the 
hoolet. 

The white or bam owl is fourteen inches lonff, and 
upwards of three feet six inches in extent; bil^ t 
whitish horn colour, longer than is usual among its 
tribe ; space surrounding each eye remarkably concaTe, 
the radiating feathers meeting in a high projecting 
ridge, arching from the bill upwards; between these 
lies a thick tuft of bright tawny feathers, that are 
scarcely seen, unless the ridges be separated; face, 
white, surrounded by a border of narrow thickset vel- 
vety feathers, of a reddish cream colour at the tip, pure 
silvery white below, and finely shafted with black; 
whole upper parts, a bright tawny yellow, thickly 
sprinkled with whitish and pale purple, and beautifully 
interspersed with larger drops of white, each feather of 
the back and wing-coverts ending^ in an oblong spot of 
white bounded by black ; head, hirge, tumid ; siaes of 
the neck, pale yellow ochre, thinly sprinkled ^i-ith small 
touches of dusKy ; primaries and secondaries the same, 
thinly barred, and thickly sprinkled with dull purplisk 
brown ; tail, two inches shorter than the tips of the 
wing^, even, or very slightly forked, pale yeUowish, 
crossed with five bars of brown, and thickly dotted witk 
the same ; whole lower parts, pure white, thinly inte^ 
spersed with small round spots of blackish ; thighs, the 

* Bewick, I, p. 20. 
6 
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ame ; legs, long, thinly covered with short white down 
learly to the feet, which are of a dirty white, and 
hickly warted ; toes, thinly clad with white hairs ; 
egs and feet, large and clumsy ; the ridge, or shoulder 
f the wing is tinged with br^ht orange brown. The 
ged bird is more white ; in some, the spots of black on 
be breast are wanting, and the colour below, a pale 
lellow ; in others, a pure white. 

The female measures fifteen inches and a half in 
bufUi, and three feet eight inches in extent ; is much 
arker above ; the lower parts tinged with tawny, and 
larked also with round spots of black. One of these 
ras lately sent me, which was shot on the border of the 
leadows b^ow Philadelphia. Its stomach contained 
lie mangled carcasses of tour large meadow mice, hair, 
ones, and all. The conmion practice of most owls is, 
fter breaking the bones, to swallow the mouse entire ; 
he bones, hair, and other indigestible parts, are after- 
mrds discharged from the mouth in laiqge roundish dry 
alls, that are frequently met with in such places as 
iiese birds usually haunt. 

As the meadow mouse is so eagerly sought after by 
iMwe birds, and also by great numbers of hawks, which 
qgolarly, at the conmiencement of winter, resort to the 
Mftdows below Philadelphia, and to the marshes along 
lie sea shore, for the purpose of feeding on these little 
ttimals, some account of them may not be improper in 
Ins place. The species appears not to have been taken 
odoe of by Turton in the latest edition of his transla^ 
ton of Linnaeus. From the nose to the insertion of 
be tail it measures four inches; the tail is between 
inree quarters and an inch long, hairy, and usually curves 
pwards; the fore feet are short, five-toed, the inner 
>e very short, but furnished with a claw; hind feet 
bo five-toed ; the ears are shorter than the fur, throufi^h 
rhich, though large, they are scarcely noticeable ; t^e 
oae is blunt; the colour of the back is dark brown, 
bat of the belly, hoary; the fur is long and extremely 
jie ; the hind feet are placed very i«c \)«u^^ «gl\ vc% 
Iso short; the eyes exceeding smaiu. T\^Tak&OoAfc^Q^^ 
VOL, /. a 
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creature is a great pest to the meadows, burrowing in 
them in every direction ; but is particularly injurious 
to the embankments raised along the river, perforating 
them in numerous directions, and admitting the water, 
which afterwards effects dangerous breaches, inundating 
large extents of these low grounds, — and thus they 
become the instruments of their own destruction. In 
their general figure they bear great resemblance to the 
common musk rat, and, like them, swim and dive well. 
They feed on the bulbous roots of plants, and also on 
garhc, of which they are remarkably fond. 

Another favourite prey of most of our owls is a 
species of bat, which also appears to be a nondescript 
The length of this bat, from the nose to the tip of toe 
tail, is four ftiches ; the tail itself is as long as the body, 
but generally curls up inwards ; the general colour is 
a bright iron gray, the fur being of a reddish cream at 
bottom, then strongly tinged with lake, and minutely 
tipt with white ; the ears are scarcely half an inch long, 
with two slight valves; the nostrils are somewhat 
tubular; fore teeth, in the upper jaw none, in the 
lower four, not reckoning the tusks ; the eyes are very 
small black points ; the chin, upper part of the breast 
and head, are of a pale reddish cream colour ; the wings 
have a single hook, or claw each, and are so construct^ 
that the animal may hang either with its head or tail 
downward. I have several times found two hanging 
fast locked together behind a leaf, the hook of one 
fixed in the mouth of the other; the hind feet are 
furnished with five toes, sharp-clawed ; the membrane 
of the wings is dusky, shafts, light brown; extent, 
twelve inches. In a cave, not far firom Carlisle, in 
Pennsylvania, I found a number of these bats in the 
depth of winter, in very severe weather : they were 
lying on the projecting shelves of the rocks, and, when 
the brand of tire was held near them, wrinkled up their 
mouths, shewing their teeth ; when held in the hand 
for a short time, they became active, and, after being 
carried into a stove room, flew about as lively as ever. 
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PASSERES, LiNNJEUS. 



TRIBE I. 
SCANSORES, Illiger, 

FAMILY IIL 
PSITTACINI, Illioeh. 

GENUS IV PSITTACUS, Linnjbus. 

SUBGENUS — PSZTTACUS, VIBILL. 

35. PSTTTACus cJBOLjirBirsiat wil. — oarolika parrot. 

WILSON, PLATE XXVI. FIG. I. — EDINBURGH COLLBOB MUSEUM. 

Of one^ hundred and sixty-eight kinds of parrots, 
enumerated by European writers as inhabiting the 
various regions of the globe, this is the only species 
found native within the territory of the United States. 
The vast and luxuriant tracts lying within the torrid 
zone, seem to be the favourite residence of those noisv, 
numerous, and richly plumaged tribes. The Count de 
Buffbn has, indeed, circumscribed the whole genus of 
parrots to a space not extending more than twenty* 
three degrees on each side of the equator : but later 
discoveries have shewn this statement to be incorrect, 
as these birds have been found on our continent as far 
south as the Straits of Magellan, and even on the remote 
shores of Van Diemen's Land, in Terra Australasia. 
The species now under consideration is also known to 
inhabit the interior of Louisiana, and the shores of 
Mississippi and Ohio, and their tributary waters, even 
beyond the Illinois river, to the neighbourhood of Lake 
Michigan, in lat. 42 deg. north ; and, contrary to the 
generally received opinion, is chiefly resident in aXL 
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these places. Eastward, however, of the great rangv 
of the AUeghany, it is seldom seen farther north than 
the state of Maryland ; though straggling parties have 
heen occasionally ohserved among the yaileys of the 
Juniata; and, according to some, even twenty-five 
miles to the north-west of Albany, in the state of New 
York.* But such accidental visits furnish no certain 
criteria, by which to judge of their usual extent of 
range ; those aerial voyagers, as well as others who 
navigate the deep, being subject to be cast away, by the 
violence of the elements, on distant shores and unknown 
countries. 

From these circumstances of the northern residence of 
this species, we might be justified in concluding it to be 
a very hardy bird, more capable of sustaining cold than 
nine-tenths of its tribe ; and so I believe it is ; having 
myself seen them, in the month of February, along the 
banks of the Ohio, in a snow-storm, flying about like 
pigeons, and in full cry. 

The preference, however, which this bird gives to the 
western countries, lying in the same parallelof latitude 
with those eastward of the Alleghany moimtains, which 
it rarely or never visits, is worthy of remark ; and has 
been adduced, by different writers, as a proof of the 
superior mildness of climate in the former to that of 
the latter. But there are other reasons for this par- 
tiality equally powerful, though hitherto overlooked; 
namely, certain peculiar features of country to which 
these birds are particularly and strongly attached : these 
are, low rich alluvial bottoms, along the borders of 
creeks, covered with a gigantic growth of sycamore 
trees, or button-wood ; deep, and almost impenetrable 
swamps, where the vast and towering cypress lift their 
still more majestic heads; and those singular salines, 
or, as they are usually called, liehSf so generally inter- 
spersed over that country, and which are regularly and 
eagerly visited by the paroquets. A still greater 
inducement is the superior abundance of their favourite 

* Barton's Fragment$, &c. p. 6, IntroductioB* 
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ts. That food which the paroquet prefers to all 
ers is the seeds of the cockle hur, a plant rarely 
ttd in the lower parts of Pennsylvania orNew York ; 
which unfortunately grows in too great abundance 
ig the shores of the Ohio and Mississippi, so much so 

render the wool of those sheep that pasture where 
lost abounds, scarcely worth the cleaning, covering 
m with one solid mass of burs, wrought up and 
•edded into the fleece, to the great annoyance of this 
lable animaL The seeds of the cypress tree and 
kberry, as well as beech nuts, are also great favourites 
h these birds; the two former of which are not 
imonly found in Pennsylvania, and the latter by no 
ins so general or so productive. Here, then, are 
»ral powerful reasons, more dependent on soil than 
late, for the preference given by these birds to the 
oriant regions of the west. Pennsylvania, indeed, 
also Maryland, abound with excellent apple orchards, 
:he ripe fruit of which the paroquets occasionally 
L But I have my doubts whether their depredations 
he orchard be not as much the result of wanton play 
mischief, as regard for the seeds of the fruit, which 
f are supposed to be in pursuit of. I have known 
M;k of these birds alight on an apple tree, and have 
(elf seen them twist off the fruit, one by one, strewing 

1 every direction around the tree, without observing 
t any of the depredators descended to pick them up. 
a paroquet, which I wounded and kept for some 
siderable time, I very often offered apples, which it 
formly rejected; but burs, or beech nuts, never, 
another very beautiful one, which I brought from 
nr Orleans, and which is now sitting in the room 
ide me, I have frequently offered this fruit, and 
» the seeds separately, which I never knew it to 
«. Their local attacnments, also, prove that food, 
re than climate, determines their choice of country. 
* even in the states of Ohio, Kentucky, and the 
(sissippi territory, unless in the neighbourhood of 
b places as have been described, \t \% T«t«i \ft ^^^ 
0. The iDbabitajnts of I^xmgton, «& TDoaxv^ o"l<Jcw«a. 
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assured me, scarcely ever observe them in that qnarter. 
In passing from tliat place to Nashville, a distance of 
two hundred miles, I neither heard nor saw any, hot 
at a place called Madison's lick. In passings on, I next 
met with them on the banks and rich flats of the Ten- 
nessee river : after this, I saw no more till I reached 
Bayo St Pierre, a distance of several hundred miles: 
from all which circumstances, I think we cannot, from 
the residence of these birds, establish with propriety 
any correct standard by which to judge of the com- 
parative temperatures of different dimates. 

In descending the river Ohio, by myself, in the month 
of February, I met with the first flock of paroquets, at 
the mouth of the Little Sioto. I had been informedi 
by an old and respectable inhabitant of Marietta, that 
they were sometimes, though rarely, seen there. I 
observed flocks of them, afterwards, at the mouth of th^ 
Great and Little Miami, and in the neighbourhood of 
numerous creeks that discharge themselves into the 
Ohio. At Big Bone lick, thirty miles above the month 
of Kentucky river, I saw them in great numbers. They 
came screaming through the woods in the morning, 
about an hour after sunrise, to drink the salt water, of 
which they, as well as the pigeons, are remarkably fond. 
When they alighted on the ground, it appeared at a 
distance as if covered with a carpet of the richcist green, 
orange, and yellow: they afterwards settled, in one 
body, on a neighbouring tree, which stood detached 
from any other, covering almost every twig of it, and 
the sun, shining strongly on their gay and glossy 
plumage, produced a very beautiful and splendid appear- 
ance. Here I had an opportunity of observing some 
very particular traits of their character: having shot 
down a number, some of which were only wounded, 
the whole flock swept repeatedly around their prostrate 
companions, and again settled on a low tree, within 
twenty yards of the spot where I stood. At each 
successive discharge, though showers of them fell, yet 
the afi'ection of the survivors seemed rather to increase ; 
for, after a few circuits around the place, they again 
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aligihtect near me, looking down on their slaughtered 
eompanions with such manifest symptoms of sympathy 
and ooncem, as entirely disarmed me. I could not but 
take notice of the remarkable contrast between their 
elegant manner of flight, and their lame crawling gait 
among the branches. They fly very much like the 
wild pigeon, in close compact bodies, and with great 
rapidity, making a loud and outrageous screaming, not 
amike that of the red-headed woodpecker. Their flight 
is sometimes in a direct line; but most usually circuitous, 
making a great variety of elegant and easy serpentine 
meanders, as if tor pleasure. They are particularly 
attached to the large sycamores, in the hollow of the 
trunks and branches of which they generally roost, 
thirty or forty, and sometimes more, entering at the 
same hole. Here they cling close to the sides of the 
free, holding fast by the claws and also by the bills. 
They appear to be fond of sleep, and often retire to their 
holes ouring the day, probably to take their regular 
neata. They are extremely sociable vrith, and fond of 
each other, often scratching each other's heads and 
necks^ and always, at night, nestling as close as possible 
to each other, preferring, at that time, a perpendicular 

Eition, supported by their bill and claws. In the 
» when their favourite cockle burs are ripe, they 
swarm along the coast, or high grounds of the Missis- 
sippi, above New Orleans, for a great extent. At such 
times, they are killed and- eaten by many of the 
inhabitants ; though, I confess, I think their flesh very 
indifferent. I have several times dined on it from 
neoessity, in the woods : but found it merely passable, 
with all the sauce of a keen appetite to recommend it. 
A very general opinion prevails, that the brains and 
intestines of the Carolina paroquet are a sure and fatal 
poison to cats. I had determined, when at Big Bone, 
to put this to the test of experiment ; and for that pur- 
pose coUected the brains and bowels of more than a 
dosen of them. But after close search. Mistress Puss was 
not to be found, bein? engaged perhaps on more agree- 
able business. I left Uie medicine with Mr Colquhoun's 
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a^ent, to administer it by the first opportunity, and 
write me the result ; but I have never yet heard from 
him. A respectable lady near the town of Natchez, 
and on whose word I can rely, assured me, that shtf 
herself had made the experiment, and that, whatever 
might be the cause, the cat had actually died either on 
that or the succeeding day. A French planter near 
Bayo Fourche pretended to account to me for this effect 
by positively asserting, that the seeds of the cockle 
burs on which the paroquets so eagerly feed, were 
deleterious to cats ; and thus their death was produced 
by eating the intestines of the bird. These matters 
might easily have been ascertained on the spot, which, 
however, a combination of trifling circumstances pre- 
vented me from doing. I several times carried a dose 
of the first description in my pocket till it became 
insufferable, without meeting with a suitable patient, 
on whom, like other professional gentlemen, I might 
conveniently make a fair experiment. 

I was equally unsuccessful in my endeavours to dis- 
cover the time of incubation or manner of building 
among these birds. All agreed that they breed in 
hollow trees ; and several affirmed to me that they had 
seen their nests. Some said they carried in no mate- 
rials ; others that they did. Some made the eggs white; 
others speckled. One man assured me that he cut down 
a large beech tree, which was hollow, and in which 
he found the broken fragments of upwards of twenty 
paroquet eggs, which were of a greenish yellow colour. 
The nests, though destroyed in their texture by the 
falling of the tree, appeared, he said, to be formed of 
small twi^ glued to each other, and to the side of 
the tree, m the manner of the chimney swallow. He 
added, that if it were the proper season, he could point 
out to me the weed from which they procured the 
gluey matter. From all these contradictory accounts 
nothing certain can be deduced, except that they build 
in companies, in hollow trees. That they commence 
incubation late in summer, or very early in spring, I 
think highly probable, from the numerous dissectioiis 
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I made in the months of March, April, May, and June ; 
and the gpreat yariety which I found in the colour of the 
plumage of the head and neck of both sexes, during 
the two former of these months, convinces me, that the 
young birds do not receive their full colours until the 
ea^ part of the succeeding summer. 

While parrots and paroquets, from foreign countries, 
abound m almost every street of our large cities, 
and become such great favourites, no attention seems 
to have been paid to our own, which in elegance of 
figure and beauty of plumage is certainly superior to 
many of them. It wants indeed that disposition for 
perpetual screaming and chattering that renders some 
of the former pests, not only to their keepers, but to 
the whole neighbourhood in which they reside. It is 
alike docile and sociable ; soon becomes perfectly fami- 
liar ; and, until equal pains be taken in its instruction, 
it is unfair to conclude it incapable of equal improve- 
ment in the language of man. 

As so little has hitherto been known of the disposi- 
tion and manners of this species, the reader will not,. I 
hope, be displeased at my detailing some of these, in 
the lustory of a particular favourite, my sole companion 
in many a lonesome day's march. 

Anxious to try the effects of education on one of 
those which I procured at Big Bone lick, and which was 
but slightly wounded in the wing, I fixed up a place 
for it in the stern of my boat, and presented it with 
some cockle burs, which it freely fed on in less than 
an hour after being on board. The intermediate time 
between eating and sleeping was occupied in gnawing 
the sticks that formed its place of confinement, in 
order to make a practicable breach ; which it repeatedly 
effected. When I abandoned the river, and travelled 
by land, I wrapt it up closely in a silk handkerchief, 
^ng it tightly around, and carried it in my {>ocket. 
When I stopped for refreshment, I unbound my prisoner, 
and gave it its allowance, which it generally despatched 
with great dexterity, unhusking the seeds from the 
I>iir in a twinkling ; in doing which it always employed 
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its left foot to hold the hur, as did several others that 
I kept for some time. I he^an to think that this migffat 
be peculiar to the whole tnbe, aud that they all werei 
if I may use the expression, left-footed ; but by shootiiuf 
a number afterwards while engaged in eating* mul- 
berries, 1 found sometimes the left, sometimes the right 
foot stained with the fruit ; the other always clean ; from 
which, and the -constant practice of those I kept, it 
appears, that like the human species in the use of their 
hands, they do not prefer one or the other indiscri- 
minately, but are either left or riofht footed. But to 
return to my prisoner : In recommitting it to '^ dunuios 
vile" we generally had a quarrel ; during which it fi»- 
quently paid me in kind n>r the wound 1 had inflicted, 
and for depriving it of liberty, by cutting and almost 
disabling several of my fingers with its sharp and power- 
ful bill. The path through the wilderness between 
Nashville and Natchez is in some places bad beyond 
description. There are dangerous creeks to swiiBi 
miles of morass to struggle through, rendered almost as 
gloomy as night by a prodigious growth of timber, and 
an underwood of canes and other evergreens; while 
the descent into these sluggish streams is often ten or 
fifteen feet perpendicular into a bed of deep clay. In 
some of the worst of these places, where 1 had, as it 
were, to fight my way through, the paroquet frequently 
escaped from my pocket, obliging me to dismount and 
pursue it through the worst of the morass before I 
could regain it. On these occasions I was several 
times tempted to abandon it ; but I persisted in 
bringing it along. When at night I encamped in the 
woods, I placed it on the baggage beside me, where it 
usually sat, with great composure, dozing and gazing 
at the fire till morning. In this manner I carried it 
upwards of a thousand miles in my pocket, where it 
was exposed all day to the jolting or the horse, but 
regularly liberated at meal times and in the evening, at 
which it always expressed great satisfaction. In pass- 
ing through the Chickasaw and Chactaw nations, the 
Indians, wherever I stopped to feed, collected aroand 
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me, men, women, and children, laughing and seeming 
wonderfully amused with the noyelty of my companion. 
The Chickasaws called it in their language "Keiink^;** 
bat when they heard me call it Poll, they soon repeated 
the name; and whereyer I chanced to stop among 
thete people, we soon became familiar with each other 
through tne medium of Poll. On arriving at Mr Dun- 
hams, below Natchez, I procured a cage, and placed it 
voder the piazza, where by its call it soon attracted 
tiie passing flocks ; such is the attachment they have 
for each ouer. Numerous parties frequently aughted 
on the trees immediately aboTe, keeping up a con- 
stant conversation with the prisoner. One of these I 
wounded slightly in the wing, and the pleasure Poll 
expressed on meeting with wis new companion was 
ttiXLj amusing. She crept close up to it as it hung on 
the side of the cage, chattering to it in a low tone of 
i^Moe, as if sympathizing in its misfortune, scratched 
•bout its head and neck with her biU; and both at 
■i|^t nestled as close as possible to each other, some- 
times Poll's head being thrust among the plumage of the 
atli#r. On the death of this companion, she appeared 
raatless and inconsolable for several days. On reach- 
ing New Orleans, I placed a looking glass beside the 
place where she usually sat, and the instant she peiv 
eeired her image, all her former fondness seemea to 
ntom, so that she could scarcely absent herself from 
it a moment. It was evident that she was completely 
deceived. Always when evening drew on, ana often 
taring the day, she laid her head close to that of the 
image in the glass, and began to doze with great com- 
posure and satisfaction. In this short space she had 
Mwnt to know her name ; to answer and come when 
etUed on ; to climb up my clothes, sit on my shoulder, 
and eat from my mouth. I took her with me to sea, 
determined to persevere in her education ; but, destined 
Ip another fate, poor Poll, having one morning, about 
dbybreak wrought her way through the cage, while I 
was asleep, instantly flew overboard, and i^it^^Wgl 
ibe Oolf of Mexico, 
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The Carolina, or Illinois parrot, (for it has been 
described under both these appellations,) is thirteen 
inches longf, and twenty-one in extent ; forehead and 
cheeks, orange red ; beyond this, for an inch and a halfi 
down and round the neck, a rich and pure yellow; 
shoulder and bend of the wing, also edged with rich 
orange red. The general colour of the rest of the 
plumage is a bright yellowish silky green, with light 
blue reflections, lightest and most diluted with yellow 
below ; greater wing-coverts and roots of the primaries, 
yellow, slio^htly tinged with ffreen; interior webs of 
the primaries, acep dusky purple, almost black, exterior 
ones, bluish green ; tail, longp, cuneiform, consisting of 
twelve feathers, the exterior one only half the lei^th, 
the others increasing to the middle ones, which are 
streaked along the middle with light blue; shaiki €l 
all the larger feathers, and of most part of the green 
plumage, black ; knees and vent, orange yellow ; ht/^ 
a pale whitish flesh colour; claws, black; bill, white^ 
or slightly tinged with pale cream; iris of the eye, 
hazel; round the eye is a small space without feathen, 
covered with a whitish skin; nostrils placed in an 
elevated membrane at the base of the bill, and covered 
with feathers ; chin, wholly bare of feathers, but con- 
cealed by those descending on each side; from each 
side of the palate hangs a lobe or skin of a bladdsh 
colour ; tongue, thick and fleshy ; inside of the upper 
mandible near the point, grooved exactly like n mei 
that it may hold with more security. 

The female differs very little m her colours and 
markings from the nude. After examining numerow 
specimens, the following appear to be the principal dif- 
ferences. The yellow on the neck of the female does not 
descend quite so far ; the interior vanes of the primariet 
are brownish, instead of black, and the orange red on 
the bend and edges of the wing is considerably narrower; 
in other respects, the colours and markings are nearly 
the same. 

The young birds of the preceding year, of both sexes, 
are generally destitute of the yellow on the head and 
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ecky until about the beginning or middle of March, 
aying those parts wholly green, except the front and 
heel^, which are orange red in them as in the full 
rown birds. Towards the middle of March the yellow 
egins to appear, in detached feathers, interspersed 
moiijg the green, varying in different individual^. In 
ome which I killed about the last of that month, only 
, few green feathers remained among the yellow ; and 
hese were fast assuming the yellow tint : for the colour 
hanges without change of plumage. A number of 
hese birds, in all their grades of progressive change 
ifOm green to yellow, have been deposited in Mr Peale's 
museum. 

What is called bv Europeans the Illinois parrot 
psittacus pertinax) is evidently the young bird in its 
nperfect colours. Whether the present species be 
oand as far south as Brazil, as these writers pretend, 
', am unable to say ; but, from the great extent of 
mmtrj in which I have myself killed and examined 
hese birds, I am satisfied that the present species, now 
leBCiibed, is the only one inhabiting the Umted States. 

Since the foregoing was written, I have had an 
ijqMrtunity, by the death of a tame Carolina paroquet, 
ascertain the fact of the poisonous effects of their 
lead and intestines on cats. Having shut up a cat and 
ter two kittens, (the latter only a Hew days old,) in a 
oem with the head, neck, and whole intestines of the 
•roquet, I found, on the next morning, the whole 
aten except a smsdl part of the bill. The cat exhibited 
to symptom of sickness ; and, at this moment, thr^e 
lays after the experiment has been made, she and her 
nttens are in their usual health. Still, however, the 
ffect might have been different, had the daily food of 
he bird been cockle burs, instead of Indian corn. 
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A STRANGER who visits the United States §» 
purpose of examining their natural productions^ 

5 asses through our woods in the month of May 
une, will sometimes hear, as he traverses the ho/ti 
of deep, retired, high timbered hollows, an unoo 
guttural sound, or note, resembling the syllables Ac 
kowCy kowe kowe kowe, beginning slowly, but endiB| 
rapidly, that the notes seem to run into each otk 
and vice versa : he will hear this frequently, with 
being able to discover the bird or animal from whic 
proceeds, as it is both shy and solitary, seeking alw 
the thickest foliage for concealment. This is 
yellow-billed cuckoo, the subject of the present aoow 
From the imitative sound of its note, it is knowi 
many parts by the name of the cow-bird ; it is i 
called m Virginia, the rain crowy being observed tc 
most clamorous immediately before rain. 

This species arrives in Pennsylvania, from the soi 
about the twenty-second of April, and spreads over 
country, as far at least as Lake Ontario ; is numer 
in the Chickasaw and Chactaw nations ; and also bre 
in the upper parts of Georgia ; preferring, in all th 
places, the borders of solitary swamps, and apple orchai 
it ieaves us, on its returtv ^oullvward, about the mid 
of September. 
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The sing^ar, I will not say unnatural, conduct of 
the European cuckoo (cuculus canorus,^ which never 
constructs a nest for itself, but drops its eggs in those 
of other birds, and abandons them to their mercy and 
management, is so universally known, and so proverbial^ 
that me whole tribe of cuckoos have, by some incon- 
siderate people, been stigmatized as destitute of all 
parental care and affection. Without attempting to 
account for this remarkable habit of the European 
species, far less to consider as an error what the wisdom 
of Heaven has imposed as a duty upon the species, I 
will only remark, that the bird now before us builds 
its own nest, hatches its own eggs, and resu^ its own 
young ; and, in conjus^al and parental affection, seems 
nowise behind any of its neighbours of the grove. 

Early in May, they begin to pair, when obstinate 
battles take place among the males. About the tenth 
of that month, they commence building. The nest is 
usually fixed among the horizontal branches of an 
apple tree; sometimes in a solitary thorn, crab, or 
ceoar, in some retired part of the woods. It is con- 
structed, with little art, and scarcely any concavity, of 
small sticks and twigs, intermixed with green weeds, 
and blossoms of the common maple. On this almost 
flat bed, the eggs, usually three or four in number, are 
placed ; these are of a uniform greenish blue colour, 
and of a size proportionable to that of the bird. While 
the female is sitting, the male is generally not far 
distant, and gives the alarm, by his notes, when any 
person is approaching. The female sits so close, that 
yon may almost reach her with your hand, and then 
precipitates herself to the ground, feigning lameness, 
to draw you away from the spot, fluttering, trailing 
her wings, and tumbling over, in the manner of the 
partridge, woodcock, and many other species. Both 
parents unite in providing food for the young. This 
consists, for the most part, of caterpillars, particularly 
such as infest apple trees. The same insects constitute 
;thc chief .part of their own sustenance. They «cc^ 
accused, myl with some justice, of suckVu^ \\i^ «%<^ <A 
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other birds, like the crow, the blue jay, and other 
pillagers. They also occasionally eat various kinds 
of berries. But, from the circumstance of destroying 
such numbers of rery noxious larv«, they prove them- 
selves the friends of the farmer, and are highly desenr- 
bxg of his protection. 

The yellow-billed cuckoo is thirteen indies long, 
and sixteen inches in extent ; the whole upper parts 
are of a dark glossy drab, or what is usually called a 
quaker colour, with greenish silky reflections; from 
tnis must, however, be excepted the inner vanes of the 
wings, which are bright reddish cinnamon ; the tail is 
long, composed of ten feathers, the two middle ones 
being of the same colour as the back, the others, whidi 
gradually shorten to the exterior ones, are blad^, 
Wgely tipt with white; the two outer ones are 
scarcely half the length of the middle ones. The whole 
lower parts are pure white ; the feathers covering the 
thighs being large, like those of the hawk tribe ; the 
legs and feet are light blue, the toes placed two before 
and two behind, as in the rest of the genus. The bOl 
is long, a little bent, very broad at the base, dnskj 
black above, and yellow below ; the eye hazel, feathered 
close to the eyelid, which is yellow. The female diffm 
little from the male ; the four middle tail feathers in 
her are of the same uniform drab ; and the white, with 
which the others are tipt, not so pure as in the male. 

In examining this bird by dissection, the inner 
membrane of the gizzard, which in many other species 
is so hard and muscular, in this is extremely lax and 
soft, capable of great distension ; and, what is remarka- 
ble, is covered with a growth of fine down, or hair, of 
a light fawn colour. It is difficult to ascertain the 
particular purpose which nature intends by this ex- 
crescence ; perhaps it may serve to shield the tender 
parts from the irritating effects produced by the hairs 
of certain caterpillars, some of which are said to be 
almost equal to the sting of a nettle. 
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37. COCCTZUS EBYTHB0PHTHALMU8, BONAPARTE. 

CUCULUa iiErTHROPHTHALMUSi WILSON. — BLACK-BILLED 

CUCKOO. 

WILSON, PLATE XXYIU. FIG. II. ^EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM. 

This cuckoo is nearly as numerous as the former, 
but has hitherto escaped the notice of European natu- 
ralists; or, from its general resemblance, has been 
confounded with the preceding. Its particular mark- 
ings, however, and some of its habits, sufficiently 
cluuncterize it as a distinct species. Its general colour 
above is nearly that of the former, inclining more to a 

{>ale ash on the cheeks and front ; it is about an inch 
ess in length ; the tail is of a uniform dark silky drab, 
except at the tip, where each feather is marked with a 

Spot of white, bordered above with a slight touch of 
nil black ; the bill is wholly black, and mudi smaller 
Khan that of the preceding; and it wants the bright 
cinnamoB on the wing^. But what constitutes its 
iBOst distinguishing trait is, a bare wrinkled skin, of a 
leep red colour, that surrounds the eye. The female 
iiffers little in external appearance from the male. 

The black-billed cuckoo is particularly fond of the 
ddes <^ creeks, feeding on small shell fish, snails, &c. 
[ kaye also often found broken pieces of oyster sheUs in 
is nzzard, which, like that of the other, is covered 
wtfi fine dewny hair. 

The nest of this bird is most commonly built in a 
jedsr, much in the same manner, and of nearly the 
lame materials, as that of the other ; but the eggs are 
mailer, usually four or five in number, and of a rather 
leeper greenish blue. 

This bird is likewise found in the state of Georgia, 
md has not escaped the notice of Mr Abbot, who is 
atisfied of its b^ng a distinct species from tlsA "^x^ 
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WILSON, PL. XXIX. FIG. I. — MALE. ^EDINBURGH COLLI 
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This majestic and formidable species, in strengt] 
magnitude, stands at the head of the whole cla 
woodpeckers hitherto discoTered. He may be i 
the king or chief of his tribe ; and nature seems to 
designed him a distinguished characteristic in the si 
carmine crest and bill of polished ivory with ^ 
she has ornamented him. His eye is brilliani 
daring ; and his whole frame so admirably adapts 
his mode of life, and method of procuring subsisi 
as to impress on the mind of the examiner the 
reyerential ideas of the Creator. His manners 
also a dignity in them superior to the common h< 
woodpeckers. Trees, shrubbery, orchards, rails, 
posts, and old prostrate logs, are alike interesti 
those, in their humble and indefatigable search for 
but the royal hunter now before us, scorns the hui 
of such situations, and seeks the most toT^'ering 
of the forest ; seeming particularly attached to 
prodigious cypress swamps, whose crowded gian 
stretch their bare and blasted or moss-hung armi 
way to the skies. In these almost inaccessible rec 
anud ruinous piles of iTO^eii^Viv^ \AH!\ict^\Cv& Xxjc 
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like note and loud strokes resound through the solitary 
savage wilds, of which he seems the sole lord and 
inhahitant. Wherever he frequents he leayes numerous 
monuments of his industry hehind him. We there see 
enormous pine trees with cartloads of hark lying 
around their roots, and chips of the trunk itself in such 
quantities as to suggest the idea that half a dozen of 
axe-men had been at work there for the whole morning. 
The body of the tree is also disfigured with such 
numerous and so large excavations, that one can hardly 
conceiye it possible for the whole to be the work of 
a woodpecker. With such strength, and an apparatus 
BO powerful, what havoc might he not commit, if 
numerous, on the most useful of our forest trees ! and 
yet with all these appearances, and much of vulgar 
prejudice against him, it may fairly be questioned 
whether he is at all injurious ; or, at least, whether his 
exertions do not contribute most powerfully to the 
protection of our timber. Examine closely the tree 
where he has been at work, and you will soon perceive, 
that it is neither from motives of mischief nor amuse- 
ment that he slices off the bark, or digs his wa^ into 
the trunk. — For the sound and healthy tree is the 
least object of his attention. The diseased, infested 
with insects, and hastening to putrefaction, are his 
fnvourites ; there the deadly crawling enemy have 
formed a lodgement between the bark and tender wood^ 
to drink up the very vital part of the tree. It is the 
ravages of tnese vermin which the intelligent proprietor 
of the forest deplores, as the sole {perpetrators of the 
destruction of his timber. Would it be belieyed that 
the larvae of an insect, or fly, no larger than a grain of 
rice, should silently, and in one season, destroy some 
thousand acres of pine trees, many of them from two 
to three feet in diameter, and a hundred and fifty feet 
high! Yet whoever passes along the high road from 
Georgetown to Charleston, in South Carolina, about 
twenty miles from the former place, can have striking 
and meliuicholy proofs of this fact. In «>QTCkft '^Jssd.fi^^ 
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the whole woods, as far as jou can see around yon, are 
dead, stripped of the hark, their wintry-looking aras 
and hare trunks hleaching in the sun, and tumbling in 
ruins before every blast, presenting a frightful picture 
of desolation. And yet ignorance and prejudice stub- 
bornly persist in directing their indignation against the 
bird now before us, the constant and mortal enemy of 
these very vermin, as if the hand that probed the 
wound to extract its cause, should be equally detested 
with that which inflicted it ; or as if the thief-catcher 
should be confounded with the thief. Until amne 
effectual preventive or more complete mode of deatmo* 
tion can be devised against these insects, and their 
larvse, I would humbly suggest the propriety of pro* 
tecting, and receiving with proper feelings of gratitude^ 
the services of this and the whole tribe of woc^pecken, 
letting the odium of guilt fall to its proper owners. 

In looking over the accounts given of the ivory* 
billed woodpecker by the naturalists of Europe, I find 
it asserted, that it inhabits from New Jersey to Mexica 
I believe, however, that few of them are ever seen to 
the north of Virginia, and very few of them even in 
that state. The first place I observed this bird at, 
when on my way to the south, was about twelve miles 
north of Wilmington in North Carolina. Havin^f 
wounded it slightly in the wing, on being caught, it 
uttered a loudly reiterated, and most piteous note^ 
exactly resembling the violent crying of a young child; 
which terrified my horse so, as nearly to have cost me 
my life. It was distressing to hear it. I carried it 
with me in the chair, under cover, to Wilming^n. In 
passing through the streets, its affecting cries surprised 
every one within hearing, parti cularlv the females, who 
hurried to the doors and windows with looks of alarm 
and anxiety. I drove on, and, on arriving at the piaiis 
of the hotel, where I intended to put up, the landlord 
came forward, and a number of other persons who 
happened to be there, all equally alarmed at what they 
heard ; this was greatly increased by my asking, whether 
he could furnish me with accommodations for myself 
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mud my babj. The man looked blank and foolish, 
while the others stared with still greater astonishment. 
After diverting myself for a minute or two at their 
expense, I drew my woodpecker from under the cover, 
and a general laugh took place. I took him up stairs 
and locked him up in my room, while 1 went to see 
my horse taken care oi. In less than an hour I 
returned, and, on opening the door, he set np the same 
distressing shout, which now appeared to proceed from 
grief that he had been discovered in his attempts at 
escape. He had mounted along the side of the window, 
neany as high as the ceiling, a little below which he 
had begun to break through. The bed was covered 
with lai^e pieces of plaster ; the lath was exposed for 
at least mteen inches square, and a hole, large enough 
to admit the fist, opened to the weather-boards ; so that 
in less than another hour he would certainly have 
succeeded in making his way through. I now tied 
a string round his leg, and, fastening it to the table, 
again left him. I wished to preserve his life, and had 
gone off in search of suitable food for him. As 1 
reascended the stairs, I heard him again hard at work^ 
and on entering had the mortification to perceive that 
he had almost entirely ruined the mahogany table to 
which he was fastened, and on which he had wreaked 
his whole vengeance. While engaged in taking a 
drawing, he cut me severely in severad places, and, on 
the whole, diqilayed such a noble and unconquerable 
^irit, that I was frequently tempted to restore him to 
his native woods. He lived with me nearly three 
days, but refused all sustenance, and I witnessed his 
death with regret. 

The head and bill of this bird is in great esteem 
among the southern Indians, who wear them by wav 
oi amulet or charm, as well as ornament ; and, it is said, 
dispose of them to the northern tribes at considerable 
prices. An Indian believes that the head, skin, or even 
leathers of certain birds, confer on the wearer all the 
▼irtiies or excellencies of those birds. 1Vi»& \ \sb.^^ 
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seen a coat made of the skins, heads, and claws of the 
raven ; caps stuck round with heads of butcher-birds, 
hawks, and eagles ; and as the disposition and conraffe 
of the ivory-billed woodpecker are well known to the 
savages, no wonder they should attach great value to 
it, having both beauty, and, in their estimation, distin- 
guished merit to recommend it. 

This bird is not migratory, but resident in the coun- 
tries where it inhabits. In the low countries of the 
Carolinas it usually prefers the large timbered cypress 
«wamps for breeding in. In the trunk of one of these 
trees, at a considerable height, the male and female 
alternately, and in conjunction, dig out a large and 
capacious cavity for their eggs and young. Trees thus 
dug out have frequently been cut down, with sometimes 
the eggs and young in them. This hole, according to 
information, — for I have never seen one myself, — is 
generally a little winding, the better to keep out the 
weather, and from two to five feet deep. The eggs are 
said to be generally four, sometimes five, as large as a 
pullet's, pure white, and equally thick at both ends,— 
a description that, except in size, very nearly agrees 
with all the rest of our woodpeckers. The young begin 
to be seen abroad about the middle of June. Whether 
they breed more than once in the same season is 
uncertain. 

So little attention do the people of the countries 
where these birds inhabit, pay to the minutiae of natural 
history, that, generally speaking, they make no distinc- 
tion between the ivory-billed and pileated woodpecker ; 
and it was not till I shewed them the two birds together, 
that they knew of any difference. The more intelligent 
and observing part of the natives, however, distinguish 
them by the name of the large and lesser loff cocks. 
They seldom examine them but at a distance, gunpowder 
being considered too precious to be thrown away on 
woodpeckers ; nothing less than a turkey being thought 
worth the value of a load. 

The food of this bird consists, \>aft>i«\^, «i\\T^lY of 
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insects and their larrse. The pileated woodpecker is 
suspected of sometimes tasting the Indian corn : the 
ivory-hilled never. His common note, repeated every 
three or four seconds, very much resemhles the tone 
of a trumpet, or the high note of a clarionet, and can 
plainly he distinguished at the distance of more than 
naif a mile ; seeming to be immediately at hand, though 
perhaps more than one hundred yards off. This it 
Qtters while mounting along the trunk or digging into 
it At these times it has a stately and novel appearance ; 
ind the note instantly attracts the notice of a stranger. 
ilong the borders of the Savannah river, between 
Savannah and Augusta, I found them very frequently ; 
»at my horse no sooner heard their trumpet-like note, 
han, remembering his former alarm, he became almost 
ingoyemable. 

The ivory-billed woodpecker is twenty inches long, 
Old -thirty inches in extent; the general colour is 
»]ack, with a considerable gloss of green when exposed 
o a good light ; iris of the eye, vivid yellow ; nostrils, 
overed with recumbent white hairs ; fore part of the 
lead, black; rest of the crest of a most splendid red, 
potted at the bottom vrith white, which is only seen 
rhen the crest is erected ; this long red pluma^^e being 
sh-coloured at its base, above that white, and ending 
a brilliant red; a stripe of white proceeds from a 
toint, about half an inch below each eye, passes down 
ach side of the neck, and along the back, where they 
re about an inch apart, nearly to the rump ; the first 
[ye primaries are wholly black ; on the next five the 
frhite spreads from the tip higher and higher to the 
eoondaries, which are wholly white from their coverts 
Lownward. These markings, when the wings are 
Jmty make the bird appear as if his back were white ; 
lence he has been called by some of our naturalists the 
arse white-backed woodpecker. The neck is long ; the 
»eiSk an inch broad at the base, of the colour and con- 
Eistence of ivory, prodigiously strong and elegantly 
luted. The tail ia black, tapering irom. V\i« Vw^ ^^\Ar 
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rior featherSy whicli are three inches sh<Mrter than the 
middle ones, and each feather has the sin^rularity of 
being greatly concave below ; the wing is lined witk 
yellowish white ; the legs are about an inch and a 
quarter long, the exterior toe about the same length, the 
daws exactly semicircular and remarkablypowerfili 
the whole of a light blue or lead colour. The femile 
is about half an inch shorter, the bill rather less, sod 
the whole plumage of the head black, glossed with 
green ; in the other parts of the plumage, she exactly 
resembles the male. In the stomachs of three which I 
opened, I found large quantities of a species of worn 
called borers, two or three inches long, of a dirty cream 
colour, with a black head ; the stomach was an obkng 
pouch, not muscular like the gizzards of some others 
The tongue was worm-shaped, and for half an inch at 
the tip as hard as horn, flat, pointed, of the same white 
colour as the bill, and thickly barbed on each side. 

S9. PICUS PILEATUS, LINNJBUS. — PILEATKD WOODPZCKtB. 

WILSON, PL. XXIX. FIG. II. — MALE. — EDINBURGH COLLEOl 

MUSEUM. 

This American species is the second in size among 
his tribe, and may be styled the great northern chief 
of the woodpeckers, though, in fact, his range ex- 
tends over the whole of the United States from the 
interior of Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. He is very 
numerous in the Gennesee country, and in all the tracts 
of high timbered forests, particularly in the neighbour- 
hood of our large rivers, where he is noted for making 
a' loud and almost incessant cackling before wet 
weather; flying at such times in a restless uneasy 
manner from tree to tree, making the woods echo to 
his outcry. In Pennsylvania and the northern states 
he is called the black woodcock; in the southern 
states, the logcock. Almost every old trunk in the 
forest where ne resides Viedi^ \\v« \ii'axk& qC his chisel. 
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"erer he perceires a tree beginning to decay, he 
ines it round and round with great skill and de^- 
', strips off the bark in sheets of fiye or six feet 
agth, to get at the hidden cause of the disease^ 
ibours with a gaiety and activity really surprising. 
e seen him separate the greatest part of the bark 
a large dead pine tree, ror twenty or thirty feet, 
s than a quarter of an hour. Whether engaged 
ring from tree to tree, in digging, climbing, or 
ng, he seems perpetually in a hurry. He is ez- 
Ay hard to kill, clinging close to the tree eren 
he has received his mortal wound ; nor yielding 
B hold but with his expiring breath. If slightly 
ded in the wing, and dropt while flying, he 
itly makes for the nearest tree, and strikes with 
bitterness at the hand stretched out to seize him ; 
an rarely be reconciled to confinement. He is 
imes observed among the hills of Indian corn, 
t is said by some that he frequently feeds on it. 
ilainta of this kind are, however, not general; 
farmers doubting the fact, and conceiving that at 

times he is in search of insects which lie con^ 
L in the husk. I will not be positive that they 

occasionally taste maize ; yet I have opened and 
fDed great numbers of these birds, killed in various 
of the United States, from Lake Ontario to the 
maha river, but never found a grain of Indian 
n their stomachs. 

I pileated woodpecker is not migratory, but braves 
ctremes of both the arctic and torrid regions, 
er is he gregarious, for it is rare to see more than 
r two, or at the most three, in company. For- 

they were numerous in the neighbourhood of 
lelphia ; but gradually, as the old timber feU, and 
mntry became better cleared, they retreated to 
»rest. At present few of those birds are to be 

within ten or fifteen miles of the city, 
sir nest is built, or rather the eggs are deposited^ 

hole of a tree, dug out by themselve^) no olOawt 
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materials bein^ used but the soft chips of rotten wood. 
The female lays six large eggs of a snowy whiteness; 
and, it is said, they generally raise two broods in the 
same season. 

. This species is eighteen inches long, and twenty- 
eight in extent ; the general colour is a dusky brownish 
black ; the head is ornamented with a corneal cap of 
bright scarlet; two scarlet mustaches proceed nrom 
the lower mandible; the chin is white; the nostrils 
are covered with brownish white hair-like feathers, 
and this stripe of white passes from thence down the 
side of the neck to the sides, spreading under the winss; 
the upper half of the wings are white, but concefllei 
by the black coverts; the lower extremities of the 
wings are black, so that the white on the wing is not 
seen but when the bird is flying, at which time it is 
very prominent ; the tail is tapenng, the feathers being 
very convex above, and strong ; the legs are of a leaden 
gray colour, very short, scarcely half an inch ; the toes 
very long; the claws strong and semicircular, and of a 
pale blue ; the bill is fluted, sharply ridged, very broad 
at the base, bluish black above, below and at the point 
bluish white ; the eye is of a bright golden colour, the 
pupil black; the tongue, like those of its tribe, is 
worm-shaped, except near the tip, where for one-eighth 
of an inch it is horny, pointed, and beset with barbs. 

The female has the forehead, and nearly to the crown, 
of a light brown colour, and the mustaches are dusky, 
instead of red. In both a tine line of white separates 
the red crest from the dusky line that passes over the 
eye. 
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This elegant bird is well known to our farmers and 
junior sportsmen, who take every opportunity of de- 
stroying him ; the former, for the supposed trespasses 
he commits on their Indian com, or the trifle he will 
bring in market, and the latter for the mere pleasure 
of destruction, and perhaps for the flavour of his flesh, 
which is in general esteem. In the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, he can scarcely be called a bird of passage, as, 
even in severe winters, they may be found within a 
few miles of the city of Philadelphia; and I have known 
them exposed for sale in market every week during the 
months of November, December, and January, and that, 
too, in more than commonly rigorous weather. They 
no doubt, however partially, migrate, even here ; being 
mnch more numerous in spring and fall, than in winter. 
Early in the month of April, they begin to prepape 
their nest, which is built in the hollow body, or branch 
of a tree, sometimes, though not always, at a considerable 
height from the ground ; for ^ have frequently known 
them fix on the trunk of an old apple tree, at not more 
than six feet from the root. The sagacity of this bird 
in discovering, under a sound bark, a hollow limb or 
tmnk of a tree, and its perseverance in perforating it 
for the purpose of incubation, is truly surprising ; the 
male and female alternately relieving and encouraging 
each other, by mutual caresses, renewing their labours 
for several days, till the object is attained, and the place 
Tendered sufficiently capacious, convenient, and secure. 
At this employment they are so extremely intent, that 
they may be heard till a very late hour in the evening, 
thumping like carpenters. I have seen ttn m%\«CL<(:»^ 
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where they had du^ first five inches straight forward, 
and then downward more than twice that distance^ 
through a solid black oak. They cany in no materials 
for their nest, the soft chips and dust of the wood 
serving all their purpose. The female lays six white 
eggs, almost transparent, very thick at the greater end, 
and tapering suddenly to the other. The young eaiiy 
leave the nest, and, climbing to the higher branches, 
are there fed by their parents. 

The food of this bird varies with the season. Whei 
the common cherries, bird cherries, and berries of the 
sour gum, successively ripen, he regales plentifally €a 
them, particularly on the latter ; but the chief food of 
this species, or that which is most usually found in his 
stomach, is wood lice, and the young and lame of 
ants, of which he is so immoderately fond, that I hxn 
frequently found his stomach distended with a man of 
these, and these only, as large nearly as a plomb : for 
the procuring of these insects, nature has remarkably 
fitted him. The bills of woodpeckers, in general, are 
straight, grooved or channelled, wedge-shaped, and 
compressed to a thin edge at the end, that they may 
the easier penetrate the hardest wood ; that of the 
gold-winged woodpecker is long, slightly bent, ridged 
only on the top, and tapering almost to a point, yet 
still retaining a little of the wedge form there. Both, 
however, are admirably adapted for the peculiar manner 
each has of procuriug its food. The former, like a 
powerful wedge, to penetrate the dead and decaying 
branches, after worms and insects; the latter, like a 
long and sharp pickaxe, to dig up the hillocks of 
pismires, that inhabit old stumps in prodigious multi- 
tudes. These beneficial services would entitle him to 
some regard from the husbandman, were he not accused, 
and perhaps not without just cause, of being too partial 
to the Indian corn, when in that state which is usually 
called roasting-ears. His visits are indeed rather fre- 
jjuent about this time ; and the farmer, suspecting what 
h going on, steals through among the rows with his 
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i>eiit on vengeance, and, forgetful of tlie beneyolent 
nent of the poet, that 

Just ts wide of justice he must fall. 



Who thinks all made for one, not one for all. 

armers, in general, are not much versed in poetry, 
retty well acquainted with the valu« of com, from 
ard labour requisite in raising it. 
rambling through the woods one day, I happened 
Dot one of these birds, and wounded him lightly 
e wino'. Finding him in full feather, and seei»- 
but httle hurt, I took him home, and put him 
I large cage, made of willows, intending to keep 
in my own room, that we mi^^ht become better 
inted. As soon as he found himself enclosed on 
leg, he lost no time in idle fluttering, but, throwing 
ilf a^nst the bars of the cage, began instantly 
mohsh the willows, battering them with great 
nence, and uttering a loud piteous kind of cackling^ 
r to that of a hen when she is alarmed, and takes 
ag. Poor Baron Trenck never laboured with 
eager diligence at the walls of his prison, than 
Dn of the forest in his exertions for ubertv ; and 
ercised his powerful bill with such force, digging 
he sticks, seizing and shaking them so from sidie 
le, that he soon opened for himself a passage; 
though I repeatedly repaired the breach, and 
aded every opening, in the best manner I could, 
m my return into the room, I always found him 
^, climbing up the chairs, or running about the 
where, from the dexterity of his motions, moving 
rard, forward, and sidewise, with the same 
y, it became difficult to get hold of him again, 
ig placed him in a strong wire cage, he seemed 
''e up all hopes of making his escape, and soon 
le very tame ; fed on young ears of Indian com ; 
d apples, but ate the berries of the sour ^m 
ihr, small winter grapes, and several other kinds 
nes ; exercised himself frequently in dimbin^^ «t 
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rather hopping perpendicularly along the sides of the 
cage ; and, as eyening* drew on, fixed himself in a high 
hanging, or perpendicular position, and slept with ms 
head in his wing. As soon as dawn appeared, eyen 
hefore it was light enough to perceive nim distinctij 
across the room, he descended to the bottom of tl^ 
cage, and began his attack on the ears of Indian corn, 
rapping so loud, as to be heard from every room in 
the house. After this he would sometimes resume 
his former position, and take another nap. He wm 
beginning to become very amusing, and even sociable, 
when, after a lapse of several weeks, be became 
drooping, and died, as 1 conceived, from the effects of 
his wound. 

Some European naturalists, (and, among the rest, 
Linnaeus himself, in his tenth edition of Systema 
NaturcB,) have classed this bird with the genus cucolos, 
or cuckoo, informing their readers, that it possesses 
many of the habits of the cuckoo ; that it is almost 
always on the ground; is never seen to climb trees 
like the other woodpeckers, and that its bill is altogether 
unlike theirs; every one of which assertions, I must 
^ay, is incorrect, and could have only proceeded from 
an entire uuacquaintance with the manners of the 
bird. Except in the article of the bill, and that, as has 
been before observed, is still a little wedge-formed at 
the point, it differs in no one characteristic from the 
rest of its genus. Its nostrils are covered with tufts 
of recumbent hairs, or small feathers ; its tongue is 
round, worm-shaped, flattened towards the tip, pointed, 
and furnished with minute barbs; it is also long, 
missile, and can be instantaneously protruded to an 
uncommon distance. The os hyoides, or internal parts 
of the tongue, like those of its tribe, is a substance, for 
strength and elasticity, resembling whalebone, divided 
into two branches, each the thickness of a knitting 
needle, that pass, one on each side of the neck, to the 
hind head, where they unite, and run up along the 
skuU in a groove, covered -wVWv ^ \XiV2L membrane, or 

3 
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sheath ; descend into the upper mandible by the right 
side of the right nostril, and reach to within half' an 
inch of the point of the bill, to which they are attached 
by another extremely elastic membrane, that yields 
when the tongue is thrown out, and contracts as it is 
retracted. In the other woodpeckers we behold the 
same apparatus, differing a little in different species. 
In some, these cartilaginous substances reach only to 
the top of the cranium ; in others, they reach to the 
nostril ; and, in one species, they are wound round the 
bone of the right eye, which projects considerably more 
than the left, for its accommodation. 

The tongue of the gold-winged woodpecker, like the 
others, is also supplied with a viscid fluid, secreted by 
two glands that lie under the ear on each side, and are 
at least five times larger in this species than in any 
other of its size ; with this the tongue is continually 
moistened, so that every small insect it touches instantly 
adheres to it. The tail, in its strength and pointedness, 
as well as the feet and claws, prove that the bird was 
designed for climbing; and in fact I have scarcely 
ever seen it on a tree five minutes at a time without 
climbing; hopping not only upward and downward, 
but spindly ; pursuing and playing with its fellow in 
this manner round the body of the tree. I have also 
seen them a hundred times alight on the trunk of the tree, 
though they more frequently alight on the branches ; 
but tnat they climb, construct like nests, lay the same 
number and the like coloured eggs, and have the 
manners and habits of the woodpeckers, is notorious to 
every American naturalist ; while neither in the form 
of their body, nor any other part, except in the bill 
being somewhat bent, and the toes placed two before 
and two behind, have they the smallest resemblance 
whatever to the cuckoo. 

It may not be improper, however, to observe, that 
there is another species of woodpecker, called also 
gold-winged,* which inhabits the coxratac-^ Xift»x >Cfiva 

♦ Picus wifety Turton's lAoxi. 
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Cape of Good Hope, and resembles the present, it is 
said, almost exactly in the colour and form of its bill, 
and in the tint and markings of its plumage, with this 
difference, that the mustaches are red, instead of black, 
and the lower side of the wings, as well as their shafts, 
are also red, where the other is golden yellow. It is 
also considerably less. With respect to the habits of 
this new species, we haye no particular account ; bat 
there is little doubt that they will be found to corres- 
pond with the one we are now describing. 

The abject and degraded character which the Count 
de Buffon, with equal eloquence and absurdity, has 
drawn of the whole tribe of woodpeckers, belongs not 
to the elegant and sprightly bird now before us. How 
far it is applicable to any of them will be examined 
hereafter. He is not *' constrained to drag out an insipid 
existence in boring the bark and hard fibres of trees to 
extract his prey," for he frequently finds in the loose 
mouldering ruins of an old stump (the capital of a nation 
of pismires) more than is sufficient for the wants of a 
whole week. He cannot be said to '* lead a mean and 
gloomy life, without an intermission of labour," who 
usually feasts by the first peep of dawn, and spends the 
early and sweetest hours of morning on the highest 
peaks of the tallest trees, calling on his mate or com- 
panions, or pursuing and gamboling with them round 
the larger limbs and body of the tree for hours together; 
for such are really his habits. Can it be said, that 
" necessity never grants an interval of sound repose" 
to that bird, who, while other tribes are exposed to all 
the peltings of the midnight storm, lodges dry and 
secure in a snug chamber of his own constructing ? or 
that " the narrow circumference of a tree circumscribes 
his dull round of life," who, as seasons and inclination 
inspire, roams from the frigid to the torrid zone, 
feasting on the abundance of various regions ? Or is it 
a proof that " his appetite is never softened by delicacy 
of^ taste," because he so often varies his bill of fare, 
occasionally preferriixg to aikimal food the rich milkiness 
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of young Indian com, and the wholesome and nourishinir 
berries of the wild cherry, sour ^m, and red cedar? 
Let the reader turn to any livinff representative of the 
species, and say whether his looks he *' sad and melan- 
cnoly." It is truly ridiculous and astonishing that 
such ahsurdities should escape the lips or pen of one so 
able to do justice to the respective merits of every 
species ; but Buffon had too often a favourite theory t(> 
prop up, that led him insensibly astray; and so, forsooth, 
the whole family of woodpeckers must look sad, sour, 
and be miserable, to satisfy the caprice of a whimsical 
philosopher, who takes it into his head that they are, 
and ought to be so ! 

But the Count is not the only Europeitn who has 
misrepresented and traduced this beautiful bird. One 
has given him brown legs;^ another a yellow neck;f 
a third has declared him a cubkoo ; j: and, in an English 
translation of Linnaeus's System of Nature, lately pub- 
lished, he is characterized as follows : ** Body, striated 
with black and gray ; cheeks, red ; chin, black ; never 
climbs on trees ;"$ which is just as correct as if, in 
describing the human species, we should say — skin 
striped with black and green; cheeks, blue; chin, 
orange ; never walks on foot, &c. The pages of natural 
history should resemble a faithful mirror, in which 
mankind may recognize the true images of the living 
originals ; instead of which, we find this department of 
them too often like the hazy and rough medium of 
wretched window-glass, through whose crooked protu- 
berances every thing appears so strangely distorted, 
that one scarcely knows their most intimate neighbours 
and acquaintances. 

The gold-winged woodpecker has the back and win^ 
aboye of a dark umber, transversely marked with eqm- 
distant streaks of black ; upper part of the head, an 
iron gray ; cheeks and parts surrounding the eyes, a 

• See Encifc. Brit. Art. Picus, f Latham. f Kkla. 

§ •* P. grueo nigroque transvemm «tT\aV,\3a^'— *"*■ Nx^sjorw^ 
arborum aon fCAodit." — Ind, Om. vol. 1, "^^ ^A&. 
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fine cinnamon colour ; from the lower mandible a strip 
of black, an inch in length, passes down each side of 
the throat, and a lunated spot, of a yivid blood red, 
covers the hind head, its two points reaching within 
half an inch of each eye ; the sides of the neck, below 
this, incline to a bluish gray ; throat and chin, a verj 
light cinnamon or fawn colour ; the breast is ornamented 
with a broad crescent of deep black ; the belly and vent, 
white, tinged with yellow, and scattered with innume- 
rable round spots of black, every feather bavins' a 
distinct central spot, those on the thighs and vent bemg 
heart-shaped and largest; the lower or inner side of 
the wing and tail, shafts of all the larger feathers, and 
indeed of almost every feather, are of a beautiful golden 
yellow ; that on the shafts of the primaries being very 
distinguishable, even when the wings are shut; the 
rump is white, and remarkably prominent; the tail- 
coverts white, and curiously serrated with black ; upper 
side of the tail, and the tip below, black, edged with 
light loose filaments of a cream colour, the two exterior 
feathers, serrated with whitish ; shafts, black towards 
the tips, the two middle ones, nearly wholly so ; bill, 
an inch and a half long, of a dusky norn colour, some- 
what bent, ridged only on the top, tapering, but not to 
a point, that being a little wedo^e-formed ; legs and feet, 
light blue ; iris of the eye, hazel ; length, twelve inches ; 
extent, twenty. The female differs from the male 
chiefly in the greater obscurity of the fine colours, and 
in wanting the black mustaches on each side of the 
throat. This description was taken from a very beau- 
tiful and perfect specimen. 

Though this species, generally speaking, is migratory, 
yet they often remain with us in Pennsylvania during 
the whole winter. They also inhabit the continent of 
North America, from Hudson^s Bay to Georgia ; and 
have been found by voyagers on the north-west coast 
of America. They arrive at Hudson's Bay in April, 
and leave it in September. Mr Hearne, however, 
informs us, that " tlie go\d-Y^\i\^ed Yro<id\|ecker is almost 
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the only species of woodpecker that winters near 
Hudson's Bay." The natives there call it Ou-thee' 
quanr-nor-oWy from the golden colour of the shafts and 
under side feathers of the wings. It has numerous 
provincial appellations in the different states of the 
Union, such as *' High-hole," from the situation of its 
nest, and " Hittock," « Yucker," « Pint," « Flicker," by 
ivhich last it is usually known in Pennsylvania. These 
names have probably originated from a fancied resem- 
blance of its notes to the sound of the words ; for one 
of its most common cries consists of two notes, or 
syllables, frequently repeated, which, by the help of the 
hearer's imagination, may easily be made to resemble 
any or all of them. 



41. PJCU8 EBTTBROCEPBALUS, LIXN^US. REO-HSADEO 

WOODPECKEa. 

WILSON, PLATE IX. FIG. I. — EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM. 

There is perhaps no bird in North America more 
universally known than this. *His tri-coloured plumage, 
red, white, and black, glossed A^dth steel blue, is so 
striking, and characteristic; and his predatory habits 
in the orchards and cornfields, added to his numbers, 
and fondness for hovering along the fences, so very 
notorious^ that almost every child is acquainted with 
the red-headed woodpecker. In the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of our large cities, where the old timber is 
chiefly cut down, he is not so frequently found ; and 
yet, at this present time, June, 1808, 1 know of several 
of their nests within the boundaries of the city of Phila- 
delphia. Two of these are in button-wood trees (p/a- 
tanus occidentalism and another in the decayed limb 
of a large elm. The old ones, I observe, make their 
excursions regularly to the woods beyond the Schuylkill, 
about a mile distant ; preserving great ^\\ftVic^ vcA 
circumspection in visiting their nesta, — "\^Tftc,^vv\AsyB&xvfi^. 
much attended to by them iu the deptVL oi ^«k vjqo^^i 
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because tliere the piyingf eye of man is less to be 
dreaded. Towards the mountains, particnlarly in the 
vicinity of creeks and rivers, these birds are extremely 
abundant, especially in the latter end of summer. 
Wherever you travel in the interior at that season, yoa 
hear them screaming from the adjoining woods, rattling 
on the dead limbs of trees, or on the fences, where they 
are perpetually seen flitting from stake to stake, on the 
roadside, before you. Wherever there is a tree, or 
trees, of the wild cherry, covered with ripe fruit, there 
you see them busy amon? the branches; and, in passing 
orchards, you may easily know where to find the earliest, 
sweetest apples, by observing those trees, on or near 
which the red-headed woodpecker is skulking*; for he 
is so excellent a connoisseur in fruit, that wherever an 
apple or pear tree is found broached by him, it is sure to be 
among the ripest and best flavoured : when alarmed, he 
seizes a capital one by striking his open bill deep into 
it, and bears it off to the woods. When the Indian com 
is in its rich, succulent, milky state, he attacks it with 
great eagerness, opening a passage through the nume- 
rous folds of the husk, and feeding on it with voracity. 
The girdled, or deadened timber, so common among 
cornfields in the back settlements, are his favourite 
retreats, whence he sallies out to make his depredations. 
He is fond of the ripe berries of the sour gum, and pays 
pretty regular visits to the cherry trees, \i'hen loaded 
with fruit. Towards fall he often approaches the bam 
or farm house, and raps on the shingles and weather 
boards : he is of a gay and frolicsome disposition ; and 
half a dozen of the fraternity are frequently seen diving 
and vociferating around the high dead limbs of some 
large tree, pursuing and playing with each other, and 
amusing the passenger with their gambols. Their note 
or cry is shrill and lively, and so much resembles that 
of a species of tree-frojr, which frequents the same tree, 
that it is sometimes difficult to distinguish the one from 
the other. 

Such are the vicious traits, if I may so speak, in the 
character of the red-beaded woodi^^<i\L^T\ ^sAX^wjXa. 
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not but, from what has been said on this subject, that 
some readers would consider it meritorious to extermi- 
nate the whole tribe as a nuisance: and, in fact, the 
legislatures of some of our provinces, in former times, 
offered premiums to the amount of twopence per head 
for their destruction.* But let us not condemn the 
species unheard: they exist; they must therefore be 
necessary. If their merits and usefulness be found, on 
examination, to preponderate a^inst their vices, let us 
avail ourselves of the former, while we guard as well as 
we can against the latter. 

Though this bird occasionally regales himself on 
fruit, yet his natural and most usual food is insects, 
particularly those numerous and destructive species 
that penetrate the bark and body of the tree to deposit 
their eggs and larvae, the latter of which are well known 
to make immense havoc. That insects are his natural 
food is evident from the construction of his wedge^ 
formed bill, the length, elasticity, and figure of his 
tongue, and the strength and position of his claws ; as 
weU as from his usual habits. In fact, insects form 
at least two-thirds of his subsistence ; and his stomach 
is scarcely ever found without them. He searches for 
them with a dexterity and intelligence, I may safely 
say, more than human; be perceives, by the exterior 
appearance of the bark, where they lurk below ; when 
he is dubious, he rattles vehemently on the outside with 
his bill, and his acute ear distinguishes the terrified 
vermin shrinking within to their inmost retreats, where 
his pointed and barbed tongue soon reaches them. The 
masses of bugs, caterpillars, and other larvae, which I 
have taken from the stomachs of these birds, have 
often surprised me. These larvae, it should be remem- 
bered, feed not only on the buds, leaves, and blossoms, 
but on the very vegetable life of the tree, the alburnum, 
or newly forming bark and wood ; the consequence is, 
that whole branches and whole trees decay under the 
silent ravages of these destructive vermiiv\ >n^\\&'3^ 

• Kalm. 
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the late destruction of many hundred acres of pine 
trees, in the north-eastern parts of South Carolina;* 
and the thousands of peacn trees that yearly decay 
from the same cause. Will any one say, that, taking 
half a dozen, or half a hundred, apples from a tree is 
equally ruinous with cuttings it down ? or, that the 
services of a useful animal should not he rewarded with 
a small portion of that which it has contributed to 
preserve ? We are told, in the henevolent languag^e of 
the Scriptures, not to muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn ; and why should not the same 
g-enerous liberality be extended to this useful family of 
birds, which forms so powerful a phalanx ag^ainst the 
inroads of many millions of destructive vermin ? 

The red-headed woodpecker is, properly speaking, 
a bird of passage ; though, even in the eastern states, 
individuals are found during moderate winters, as well 
as in the states of New York and Pennsylvania ; in 
Carolina they are somewhat more numerous during 
that season, but not one-tenth of what are found in 
summer. They make their appearance in Pennsylvania 
about the 1 st of May, and leave us about the middle of 
October. They inhabit from Canada to the Gulf of 
Mexico, and are also found on the western coast of 
North America. About the middle of May they begin 
to construct their nests, which, like the rest of the 
genus, they form in the body or large limbs of trees, 
taking in no materials, but smoothing it within to 
the proper shape and size. The female lays six eggs, 
of a pure white, marked, chiefly at the great end, 
with reddish spots; and the young make their first 
appearance about the 20th of June. During the first 
season the head and neck of the young birds are blackish 
gray, which has occasioned some European writers to 
mistake them for females ; the white on the wing is 
also spotted with black ; but in the succeeding spring 

• In one place, on a tract of two thousand acres of pine land, on 
the Siinipit river, near Georgetown, at least ninety trees in every 
hundred were destroyed by t\\\a \)eYu\c\o>i.'A \i\wic.t •. a small, black 
winged bug, resembling the vreev'vX, \>\i\. w»\si<£Vi\va.\.\ax^\^ 
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bej receive their perfect plumage, and the male and 
smale then differ only in the latter bein? rather smaller, 
nd its colours not quite so vivid ; botn have the head 
nd neck deep scarlet ; the bill light blue, black towards 
he extremity, and strong; back, primaries, wing- 
overts, and tail, black, glossed with steel-blue ; rump, 
[>wer part of the back, secondaries, and whole under 
•arts from the breast downward, white ; legs and feet, 
luish green ; claws, light blue ; round the eye, a dusky 
larrow skin, bare of feathers; iris, dark hazel; total 
ength, nine inches and a half ; extent, seventeen inches. 
Notwithstanding the care which this bird, in com- 
Qon with the rest of its genus, takes to place its young 
»eyond the reach of enemies, within the hollows of 
rees, yet there is one deadly foe, against whose depre- 
Lations neither the height of the tree, nor the depth of 
he cavity, is the least security. This is the black 
nake (coluber constrictor ^^ who frequently glides up 
he trunk of the tree, and, like a skulking savage, enters 
■he woodpecker's peaceful apartment, devours the eggs 
»r helpless young, in spite of the cries and flutterings 
»f the parents ; and, if the place be lai^e enough, coils 
limself up in the spot they occupied, where he will 
iometimes remain for several days. The eager school- 
loy, after hazarding his neck to reach the woodpecker's 
lole, at the triumphant moment when he thinks the 
lestlings his own, and strips his arm, lanching it 
Lown into the cavity, and grasping what he conceives 
io be the callow young, starts with horror at the sight 
>f a hideous snake, and almost drops from his giddy 
)innacle, retreating down the tree with terror and 
jrecipitation. Several adventures of this kind have 
M>me to my knowledge; and one of them that was 
attended with serious consequences, where both snake 
md boy fell to the ground; and a broken thigh, and 
OQg confinement, cured the adventurer completely of 
lis ambition for robbing woodpecker's nests. 
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This species possesses all the restless and noisy haHts 
so characteristic of its trihe. It is more shy and less 
domestic than the red-headed one (P. erythrocephahu^ 
or any of the other spotted woodpeckers. It is abo 
more solitary. It prefers the hu^^t, high-timbered 
woods, and tallest decayed trees of the forest ; seldom 
appearing near the ground, on the fences, or in orchardi, !| 
or open fields ; yet where the trees have heen deadened, 
and stand pretty thick, in fields of Indian com, as is q 
common in new settlements, I have observed it to be \x 
very numerous; and have found its stomach sometimes V 
completely filled with that grain. Its voice is hoarser ^ 
than any of the others ; and its usual note *' chow," has \ 
often reminded me of the barking of a little lapdog. It i 
is a most expert climber, possessing extraordinary 
strength in the muscles of its feet and <tlaws, and moves ^ 
about the body and horizontal limbs of the trees, with i 
equal facility m all directions. It rattles, like the rest 
01 the tribe, on the dead limbs, — and with such violence, 
as to be heard, in still M'eather, more than half a mile 
off, — and listens to hear the insects it has alarmed. In 
the lower side of some lofty branch that makes a consi- 
derable angle with the horizon, the male and female, in 
conjunction, dig out a circular cavity for their nest, 
sometimes out of the solid wood, but more generally 
into a hollow limb, twelve or fifteen inches above 
where it becomes solid. This is usually performed 
early in April. The female lays five eggs of a pure 
white, or almost semitraosparent ; and the young gene- 
rally make their appearance towards the latter end of 
May, or beginning of June, climbing up to the higher 
parts of the tree, being as yet unable to fly. In this 
situation they are fed for several days, and often 
become the prey of the Ww\is. "Stwsi ^t^vw^N^A^ld 
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3S continuing' their caresses after this period, I he- 
re that they often, and perhaps always, produce two 
>ods in a season. Dunng the greatest part of the 
niner, the young have the ridge of the neck and 
3m1 of a dull hrownish ash ; and a male of the third 
Bu* has received his complete colours. 
The red-hellied woodpecker is ten inches in length, 
1 seventeen in extent ; the hill is nearly an inch and 
lalf in length, wedged at the point, hut not quite so 
ich grooved as some others, strong, and of a hluish 
i€k colour ; the nostrils are placed in one of these 
M>ye8, and covered with curving tufts of light hrown 
LTB, ending in black points ; the feathers on the front 
ind more erect than usual, and are of a dull yeUow- 
i red ; from thence, along the whole upper part of 
» head and neck, down the hack, and spreading round 
the shoulders, is of the most brilliant golden glossy 
I ; the whole cheeks, line over the eye, and under 
ie of the neck, is a pale buflf colour, which, on the 
east and beUy, deepens into a yellowish ash, stained 
. the belly with a blood red; the vent and thigh 
lihers are dull white, marked down their centres 
th heart-formed and long arrow-pointed spots of 
idk. The back is black, crossed with transverse cur- 
ig lines of white; the wings are also black; the 
s^ wing-coverts circularly tint, and the whole pri- 
uries and secondaries beautifully crossed with bars of 
lite, and also tipt with the same ; the rump is white, 
^erapersed with touches of black; the tail-coverts, 
lite near the extremities; the tail consists of ten 
itliers, the two middle ones black, their interior webs 
Tanes white, crossed with diagonal spots of black ; 
sse, when the edges of the two feathers just touch, 
incide, and form heart-shaped spots ; a narrow sword- 

Sed line of white runs up the exterior side of the 
Is of the same feathers ; the next four feathers, on 
uh side, are black ; the outer edges of the exterior 
eg, barred with black and white, which, on the lower 
le, seems to cross the whole vane ; the exlTerav\\«i% ^^ 
? whole tail, except the outer featVier, oc^ \JVw^> 
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sometimes touched with yellowish or cream colour; 
the legs and feet are of a bluish green, and the iris of 
the eye red. The tongue, or os hydides, passes up OTer 
the hind head, and is attached, by a very elastic retrao- 
tile membrane, to the base of the right nostril ; tbe 
extremity of the tongue is long, horny, very pointed, 
and thickly edged with barbs, the other part of the 
tongue is worm-shaped. In several specimens, I found 
the stomach nearly filled with pieces of a species of 
fungus, that grows on decayed wood, and, in all, with 
ffreat numbers of insects, seeds, gravel, &c. The female 
differs from the male in having the crown, for an inch, 
of a fine ash, and the black not so intense ; the front u 
reddish as in the male, and the whole hind head, down 
to the back, likewise of the same rich red as his. In 
the bird, from which this latter description was taken, 
I found a large cluster of minute eggs, to the number 
of fifty, or upwards, in the beginning of the month 
of March. 

This species inhabits a large extent of country, in all 
of which it seems to be resident, or nearly so. I found 
them abundant in Upper Canada, and in the northern 
parts of the state of New York, in the month of No- 
vember ; they also inhabit the whole Atlantic states as 
far as Georgia, and the southern extremity of Florida, 
as well as the interior parts of the United States, as far 
west as Chilicothe, in the state of Ohio, and, according 
to Buffon, Louisiana. They are said to be the only 
woodpeckers found in Jamaica; though I question 
whether this be correct ; and to be extremely fond of 
the capsicum, or Indian pepper.* They are certainly 
much hardier birds, and capable of subsisting on coarser 
and more various fare, and of sustaining a greater 
degree of cold, than several other of our woodpeckers. 
They are active and vigorous ; and, being almost con- 
tinually in search of insects that injure our forest trees, 
do not seem to deserve the injurious epithets that 
almost all writers have given them. It is true, they 
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reqnently perforate the timber in pursuit of these 
rermin, but this is almost always in dead and decaying 
>arts of the tree, which are the nests and nurseries of 
nillions of destructive insects. Considering matters in 
his light, I do not think their services overpaid by all 
he ears of Indian com they consume; and would 
protect them, within my own premises, as being more 
isefol than injurious. 

]3m PJCUS FABIUS, LINKJEUS. — YELLOW-BELLIED WOODFECKSB. 

ITILSOK, PL. IX. FIO. II. ADULT MALE. — EDINBURGH COLLEGE 

MUSEUM. 

This beautiful species is one of our resident birds, 
[t Tisits our orchards in the month of October in ffreat 
lumbers, is occasionally seen during the whole winter 
md spring, but seems to seek the depths of the forest, 
to rear its young in ; for during summer it is rarely 
seen among our settlements; and even in the inter- 
mediate woods I have seldom met with it in that season. 
According to Brisson it inhabits the continent from 
Cayenne to Virginia; and I may add, as far as to 
Hudson's Bay, where, according to Hutchins, they are 
called Meksewe Paupastaow,* they are also common 
In the states of Kentucky and Ohio, and have been 
seen in the neighbourhood of St Louis. They are 
reckoned by Georgi among the birds that frequent the 
Lake Baik^, in Asia,f but their existence there has not 
been satisfactorily ascertained. 

The habits of this species are similar to those of the 
hairy and downy woodpeckers, with which it generally 
Eissociates. The only nest of this bird which I have 
met with was in the body of an old pear-tree, about ten 
or eleven feet from the ground. The hole was almost 
exactly circular, small for the size of the bird, so that 
it crept in and out with difficulty; but suddenly 
widened, descending by a small angle aiid t\L«TLTQ\n^^iQ:si% 

* Latham. \ Ib\d. 
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downward about fifteen inches. On the smooth mIM 
wood lay four white eggs. This was about the 25tk 
of May. Havinv no opportunity of visitiDg* it afUr« 
wards I cannot say whether it added any more eggs to 
the number ; I rather think it did not, as it appeurei 
at that time to be sitting. 

The yellow-bellied woodpecker is eight inches and i 
half long, and in extent fifteen inches ; whole crown, i | 
rich and deep scarlet, bordered with black on each side, : 
and behind forming a slight crest, which it frequendj 
erects;* from the nostrils, which are thickly coyered 
with recumbent hairs, a narrow strip of white mm 
downward, curving round the breast, mixing with the 
yellowish white on the lower part of the breast; 
throat, the same deep scarlet as the crown, bordered 
with black, proceeding from the lower mandible oi 
each side, and spreading into a broad rounding pttdi 
on the breast; this black, in birds of the first and 
second year, is dusky gray, the feathers being only 
crossed with- circular touches of black; a line of white, 
and below it another of black, proceed, the first froa 
the upper part of the eye, the other from the posterior 
half of the eye, and both lose themselves on the neck 
and back ; back, dusky yellow, sprinkled and elegantly 
waved with black ; wings, black, with a large oblonf 
spot of white; the primaries, tipt and spotted wiu 
white ; the three secondaries next the body are also 
variegated with white; rump, white, bordered with 
black ; belly, yellow ; sides under the wings, more dosky 
yellow, marked with long arrow-heads of black ; legs 
and feet, greenish blue ; tail, black, consisting of ten 
feathers, the two outward feathers on each side tipt 
with white, the next totally black, the fourth edged oo 
its inner vane half way down with white, the middk 
one white on its interior vane, and spotted with black; 
tongue, flat, horny for half an inch at the tip, pointed, 
and armed along its sides with reflected barbs ; the 
other extremities of the tongue pass up behind the 

* Thia circumstance seema to\iave\>c«xo^w^QKJt«A.\s^\tt^^aiia^^^ 
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cuU in a groove, and end near the right nostril ; in 
irds of the first and second year they reach only to 
tie crown ; bill, an inch long, channelled, wedge-formed 
t the tip, and of a dusky horn colour. The female is 
larked nearly as the male, but wants the scarlet on 
be throat, which is whitish ; she is also darker under 
he wings and on the sides of the breast The young 
f the &rst season, of both sexes, in October, haye the 
rown sprinkled with black and deep scarlet; the 
carlet on the throat maybe also observed iathe young 
dales. The principal food of these birds is insects; 
nd they seem particularly fond of frequenting orchards, 
(oring the trunks of the apple trees in dieir eager 
earcn after them. On opening them, the liver appears 
'ery large, and of a dirty gamboge colour ; the stomach 
trongly muscular, and generally filled with fragments 
•f beetles and graveL In the morning they are extremely 
cdye in the orchards, and rather shyer than the rest 
tf their associates. Their cry is also different, bat, 
hough it is easily distinguishable in the woods, cannot 
« described by words. 



44. pjcua viLLOsua, linn^eus. — haikt woodpscxcr. 
viLSOir, PL. IX. no. lU. malx. — xbinbukgh collkok muskum. 

* 

This is another of our resident birds, and, like the 
'ormer, a haunter of orchards and borer of apple trees, 
m eager hunter of insects, their eggs and la^vse in old 
itmnps and old rails, in rotten branches and crevices of 
the lMu*k ; having all the characters of the woodpecker 
itrongly marked. In the month of May he retires 
with his mate to the woods, and either seeks out a 
branch already hollow, or cuts out an opening for 
himself. In the former case I have known his nest 
more than five feet distant from the mouth of the hole; 
and in the latter he digs first horizontaWY) Vi \tl^«& 
badjr of the tree, six or eight inchea, aa^ \\\eiv ^o^^ra.- 
runt, obtusely, ior twice that distance \ catr^vss% 7a:V 
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the chips with his hill« and soraping thftm out vn^ lii 
feet. The^r also not nnfreqiiMitly choose the oirdasl 
for hreeding in, and even an old stake of the ftaa^ 
which they excavate for this purpose. The §&aA 
lays five wnite eggs, and hatiohes in Jane. This spsdn 
is more nnmerous than last in PenosylTuna, sil 
niore dcnnestic ; frequently \ jmachinff tiie frnn-hoHi 
and skirts of tiie town. lu Fhiladeipliia I have sssj 
times bhserved them exsmining old ragged trmks i 
the wiUow and poplar while people were JMnv 
immediately helow. llieir cry is strong', shrilly iwl 
tremulous ; they have also a single note or ckmdk^ iMA 
they often repeat, in an eager manner, at they hip 
about, and dig into the crevices of the tree; Ihif 
inhid>it the continent from Hudson's Baj to CSbsIh 
and Cteorgia. 

The hairy woodpecker is nine inches "kmg, and illMi 
in extent ; crown, black ; line over and under tin cyi^ 
white ; the eye is placed in a black line, that widfBsai 
it descends to the back ; hind head, sciuiet, sometiiM 
intermixed with black ; nostrils hid under remaikiUjr 
thick, bushy, recumbent hairs or bristles ; under the m 
are certain long hairs thrown forward and upwari; 
bill, a bluish horn colour, grooved, wedged at the oA 
straight, and about an inch and a quarter long ; touAa 
of black, proceeding from the lower, mandible, endiia 
broad black strip that joins the black on the shooMer; 
back, black, divided by a broad lateral strip of wldt^ 
the feathers composing which are loose and unwebM 
resembling hairs, whence its name; nunp and shoaUan 
of the wing, black ; wings, black, tipped and spotted 
with white, three rows of spots being visible on tk 
secondaries, and five on the primaries; ffreaterwiap 
coverts also spotted with white ; tail, as m the otheni 
cuneiform, consisting of ten strong-shafted and poiitd 
feathers, tiie four middle ones black, the next partistt) 
white, the two exterior ones white, tinged at the ti| 
with a brownish burnt colour; tail^coverts, black 
whole lower side, p\»^ -wVAx^; \«^» Wx^ «A ^w 
light blue, the latter TemaiksSA^ Wi^«sA^^s«ni%\Hw 
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of the mouth, flesh coloured; tongue, pointed, beset 
with barbs, and capable of being* protruded more. than 
an inch and a half; the os hyoides, m this species, passes 
on each side of the neck, ascends the skull, passes down 
towards the nostril, and is wound round the bone of 
the right eje, which projects considerably more than 
the len for its accommodation. The great mass of hairs 
that cover the nostril, appears to be designed as a pro- 
tection to the front of the head, when the Inrd is engaged 
in digging holes into the wood. The membrane which 
encloses the brain in this, as in all the other species of 
woodpeckers, is also of extraordinary strength, no doubt 
to prevent any bad effects from violent concussion while 
l^e bird is employed in digging for food. The female 
-wants the red on the hind head ; and the white below 
is tinned with brownish. The manner of flight of these 
birds has been already described under a former species, 
as consisting of alternate risings and sinkings. The hairy 
woodpeckers generally utter a loud tremulous scream 
as they set off, and when they alight. They are hard 
to kill ; and, like the red-headed woodpecker, bane by 
the claws, even of a single foot, as long as a spark of 
life remains, before they drop. 

This species is common at Hudson's Bay; and has 
lately been found in England. Dr Latham examined a 
pair which were shot near Halifax, in Yorkshire ; and 
on comparing the nude with one brought from North 
America, could perceive no difference, but in a slight 
interruption of the red that marked the hind head of 
the former; a circumstance which I have frequently 
observed in our own. The two females corresponded 



roL^ I. 
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45. Picas TVBSSCBKBi LIKVAUS. — DOWKT WOODPSCKlft. 

WILSOK> PLATE IX. FI^. IV. — HALE. -^ EDIKBUaQH COLLBOI 

MUSEUM. 

This is the smallest of our woodpeckers, and so 
exactly resembles the former in its tinte and markings, 
and in almost every thing except its diminatiye sixe, 
that I wonder how it passed through the Count de 
Buffon's hands without being branded as a ^ spurious 
race, degenerated by the influence of food, climate, or 
some unknown cause." But, though it has escaped 
this infamy, charges of a much more heinous nature 
have been brou^nt against it, not only by the writer 
above mentioned, but by the whole venerable body of 
zoologists in Europe, who have treated of its hickory, 
viz. that it is almost constantly boring and digging into 
apple-trees; and that it is the most destrucave of its 
whole genus to the orchards. The first part of this 
charge 1 shall not pretend to deny ; how far the other 
is founded in truth will appear in the sequeL Like 
the two former species, it remains with us the whole 
year. About the middle of May, the male and female 
look out for a suitable place fo^ the reception of their 
eggs and young. An apple, pear, or cherry-tree, often 
in the near neighbourhood of the farm-house, is gene- 
rally pitched upon for this purpose. The tree is 
minutely reconnoitred for several aays previous to the 
operation, aud the work is first begun by the male, 
who cuts out a hole in the solid wood as circular as 
if described with a pair of compasses. He is occasion- 
ally relieved by the female, both parties working with 
the most indefatigable diligence. The direction of the 
hole, if made in tne body of the tree, is ffenerally down- 
wards, by an angle of thirty or forty degrees, for the 
distance of six or eight inches, and then straight down 
for ten or twelve more ; within roomy, capacious, and 
as smooth as if polished by the cabinetmaker ; but the 
entrance is judiciously left ]ust so large as to admit the 
bodies of the owners. DvKxm^\\iv&\s^Q\n)>Cti«^x«^- 
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larly carry out the chips, often strewing them at a 
distance to prevent suspicion. This operation some- 
times occupies the chiei part of a week. Before she 
begpuos to lay, the female often yisits the place, passes 
out and in, examines every part both of the exterior and 
interior, with great attention, as every prudent tenant 
of a new house ought to do, and at length takes complete 
possession. The eggs are generally six, pure white, and 
laid on the smooth bottom of the cavity. The male 
occasionally supplies the female with food while she is 
sittinff ; and about the last week in June the young are 
perceived making their way up the tree, climbiog with 
considerable dexterity. All this goes on with great 
regularity where no interruption is met with; but the 
house wren, who also builds in the hollow of a tree, 
but who is neither furnished with the necessary tools 
nor strength for excavating such an apartment for 
himself, aflows the woodpeckers to go on, till he thinks 
it will answer his purpose, then attacks them with. 
violence, and generally succeeds in driving them offi 
I saw some weeks ago a striking example of this, 
where the woodpeckers we are now describing, after 
commencing in a cherry-tree within a few yards of the 
house, and having made considerable progress. Were 
tamed out by the wren ; the former began again on a 
pear-tree in the garden, fifteen or twenty yards off, 
whence, after digging out a most complete apartment, 
and one egg being laid, they were once more assaulted 
by the same impertinent intruder, and finally forced to 
abandon the place. 

The principal characteristics of this litUe bird are 
diligence, familiarity, perseverance, and a strength and 
energy in the head and muscles of the neck, which are 
troly astonishing. Mounted on the infected branch of 
an old apple-tree, where insects have lodged their cor- 
roding and destructive brood in crevices between the 
bark and wood, he labours sometimes for half an hour 
incessantly at the same spot, before he has succeeded in 
dislodging and destroying them. At these times ^qw. 
may walk up pretty close to the tree, au^ qnc^u «X»sA 



jumiediately below it, within five or six feet of ihi 
without in the least emliarrassing him ; the strol 
his bill are distinoUj heard several hundred yar^ 
and I have known him to be at work for two 
together on the same tree, Bufibn calls this ^ ino 
Ifcoil and. davery/' thdr attitude ^ a painful pot 
and ^eir life ** a dull and insipid existence;" expre 
improper, because untrue; and absurd, becauw 
tradictorj. The posture is that for which the ' 
oiganiza&on of his frame is particularly adapted 
though, to a wren or. a humming-bird, the labour ' 
be both toil and slavery, yet to him it is, I am ooav 
as pleasant and as amusing, as jthe sports of the 
to the hunter, or the sucking of flowers to tho 
ming-bird. The eagerness with which he lim 
the upper and lower sides of the branches; thev 
fulness of his ay, and the livelinese of his » 
while digging into the tree and dislodging the n 
justify Uus belief. He has a single note, or 
Tfhich, tike the former species, he frequently n 
And when he flies ofi^, or alights on another tr 
utters a rather shriller crv, composed of near! 
same kind of note, quickly reiterated. In fii] 
winter, he associates with the titmouse, creepe 
both in their wood and orchard excursions ; ana u 
leads the van. Of all our woodpeckers, none ri 
apple-trees of so many vermin as this, digging « 
moss which the negligence of the proprietor ntt 
fered to accumulate, and probing eveir crevio 
fact, the orchard is his fevourite resort m all sei 
and his industry is unequalled, and almost inG« 
which is more than can be said of any other s; 
we have. In fall, he is particularly fond of borii 
apple-trees for insects, digging a circular hole tk 
the bark just suffldent to admit his bill, after 1 
second, third, &c. in pretty regular horizontal < 
round the body of the tree; uiese parallel ciro 
holes are often not more than an inch or an indi 
half apart, and sometimes so dose together, that 1 
•pyered eight or ten of them at once with a d<^lar« 
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nearly the surface of the ground up to the first fork; 
and sometimes far beyond it, the whole bark of many 
apple-trees is perforated in this manner, so as to appear 
as if made by successive dischai^es of buck-shot ; and 
our little woodpecker, the subject of the present ac- 
count, is the principal perpetrator of this supposed 
mischief, — I say supposed, for so far from these perfo- 
rations of the bark being ruinous, they are not only 
harmless, but, I have good reason to believe, really 
beneficial to the health and fertility of the ttee, I 
leave it to the philosophical botanist to account for 
this; but the fact I am confident of. In more than 
fifty orchards which I have myself carefully examined^ 
those trees which were marked by the woodpecker 
(for some trees they never touch, perhaps becau8<l 
not penetrated by insects,) were uniformly the most 
thriving, and seemingly the most productive ; many of 
these were upwards of sixty years old, their trunkal 
completely covered with holes, while the branches 
were broad, luxuriant, and loaded with fruit. Of 
decayed trees, more than three-fourths were untouched 
by the woodpecker. Several intelligent farmers, with 
whom I have conversed, candidly acknowledge the truth 
of these observations, and with justice look upon these 
birds as beneficial ; but the most common opinion is^ 
that they bore the trees to suck the sap, and so destroy 
its vegetation^ though pine and other resinous trees^ 
on the juices of which it is not pretended they feed, 
are often found equally perforated. Were the sap of 
the tree their object, the saccharine juice of the birch^ 
the sugar maple, and several others, would be much 
more inviting; because more sweet and nourishing than 
that of either the pear or apple-tree ; but I have not 
observed one mark on the former for ten thousand that 
may be seen on the latter; besides, the early part of 
jspring is the season when the sap flows most abun- 
dantly ; whereas it is only during the months of Sep- 
tember,, October, and November, that woodpeckers are 
seen so indefatigably engao^ed in orchards, probing 
ever J crack and crevice, bonng through the bu:k.)asJL 
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what is worth remarking, chiefly on the sonth and 
southwest sides of the tree, for the eggs and larvae 
deposited there hy the countless swarms of summer 
insects. These, if suffered to remain, would prey upon 
the yery vitals, if I may so express it, of the tree, and 
in the succeeding summer give hirth to myriads more 
of their race, equally destructive. 

Here, then, is a whole species, I may say, genus, of 
hirds, which Providence seems to have formed for the 
protection of our fruit and forest trees from the ravages 
of vermin, which every day destroy millions of those 
noxious insects that would otherwise blast the hopes 
of the husbandman ; and which even promote the fer- 
tility of the tree ; and, in return, are proscribed by those 
who ought to have been their protectors ; and incite- 
ments and rewards held out for their destruction ! Let 
us examine better into the operations of nature^ and 
many of our mistaken opinions and groundless prgn- 
dices will be abandoned for more just, enlargeci, uid 
humane modes of thinking. 

The length of the downy woodpecker is six inches 
and three quarters, and its extent twelve inches; crown, 
black; hind head, deep scarlet; stripe over the tj9, 
white ; nostrils, thickly covered with recumbent ham, 
or small feathers, of a cream colour ; these, as in tiie 
preceding species, are thick and bushy, as if designed to 
preserve the forehead from injury during the violent 
action of digging ; the back is black, and divided by i 
lateral strip of white, loose, downy, unwebbed feathers; 
wings, black, spotted with white ; tail-coverts, mi^) 
and four middle feathers of the tail, black ; the other 
three on each side, white, crossed with touches of blaok; 
whole under parts, as well as the sides of the neck, 
white ; the latter marked with a streak of black, pro- 
ceeding from the lower mandible, exactly as in llie 
hairy woodpecker ; legs and feet, bluish green ; dtnn, 
light blue, tipt with black ; tongue, form^ like tluit ef 
the preceding species, homy towards the tip, wh«n^ i^r 
one-eighth of an inch, it is barbed ; bill, of a bluish Im^ 
colour, grooved, and wedge-formed, like most «f the 
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jgenuB ; eye, dark hazeL The female wants the red on 
the hind head, having that part white ; and the breast 
mud belly are of a dirty white. 

This, and the two former species, are generally deno- 
minated sa^^suckers. They have also several other 
provincial appellations, equally absurd, which it may, 

erhaps, be more proper to suppress than to sanction 

y repeating. 
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46. PICU$ QUXMULU8, 'WILaOV,'^KE1>-'COCKAJiKD WOODPSCKBft. 

WILSON, PLATE XV. FIG. I. 

I 

> This new species Ivfirst discovered in the pine woods 
of North Carolina. The singularity of its voice, which 
greatly resembles the chirping of youug nestlings, and 
the red streak on the side of its head, suggested the 
mecifie name I have given it. It also extends throtigh 
l&uth Carolina and Georgia, at least, as far as the 
Altamaha river. Observing the first specimen I found, 
fta be so «lightly marked with red, I suspected it to be 
H- young bird, or imperfect in its plumage; but, the 
ciieart numbers I afterwards shot, satisfied me that this 
jft: a peculiarity of the species. It appeared exceedingly 
jeotlesi, active, and clamorous; and every where I 
Jamd its manners the same. 

: /This bird seems to be an intermediate link between 
tib« red-bellied and the hairy woodpecker. It has the 
j|iftok of the former, and the white beUy and spotted 
jMck of the latter; but wants the breadth of red in 
both, and is less than either. 

V • This woodpecker is seven inches and a half long, and 
tiiirteen broad ; the upper part of the head is Uack ; 
tfie back barred with twelve white transversely semi-. 
«uroular lines, and as many of black, alternately ; the 
ellMeks and sides of the neck are white ; whole lower 
ftaim the same ; from the lower mandible, a list of black 

rses towards the shoulder of the wing, where it is lost 
OOftU Uack spots on each side of the breast; the 
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wings are blaiek, spotted with white ; the four middle 
tail feathers, black ; the rest white, spotted with black; 
rump, black, variegated with white; the vent, white, 
spotted with black y the hairs that cover the nostrils 
are of a pale cream colour ; the bill, deep slate. But, 
what forms the most distinguishing peculiarity of this 
bird, is a fine line of vermilion on each side of the head, 
seldom occupying more than the edge of a single feather.. 
The female is destitute of this ornament ; but, in the 
rest of her plumage, differs in nothing from the male. 
The iris of the eye, in both, was hazeU 

The stomachs of all those I opened were filled wiili 
small black insectSy. and fragments of large beetles. 
The posterior extremities of the tongue reached nearly 
to the base of the upper mandible. 



47. PICU8 TORQUATUSy WILSON. — LEWIs's WOODrZCKKR. 
WILSON, PLATE XX. TIG. III. 

This bird, and one or two others which will afteri 
wards be given,* were discovered in the remote regions 
of Louisiana, by an exploring party, under the command 
of Captain George Merri wether Lewis, and Lieutenant, 
now General, William Clark, in their memorable expe- 
dition across the continent to the Pacific Ocean. These 
birds are entitled to a distinguished place in the pages 
of American Ornithology, both as being, till no«r, 
altogether unknown to naturalists, and as natives of 
what iSy or, at least will be, and that at no distant period, 
part of the western territory of the United States. 

Of this very beautiful and singularly marked species, 
I am unable to give any farther account than as relates 
to its external appearance. Several skins of this species 
were preserved, all of which I examined with care, and 
found little or no difference among them, either in the, 
tints or disposition of the colours. 

* These are Clark's Crvw, and the Louisiana Tanagn'% 
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The length of this was eleven inches and a half; the 
k, wings, and tail were black, with a strong gloss 
green; upper part of the head, the same; u'ont> 
n, and cheeks, beyond the eyes, a dark rich red; 
nd the neck passes a broad collar of white, which 
eads over the breast, and looks as if the fibres of the 
uhers had been silvered : these feathers are also of a 
ticolar structure, the fibres being separate, and of a 
r-like texture ; belly, deep vermilion, and of the 
le strong hair-like feathers, intermixed with silvery 
ts; vent, black; legs and feet, dusky, iUclining to 
enish blue ; bill, dark horn colour, 
^or a more particular, and doubtless a more correct 
ount of this and the others, the reader is referr«4 to 
neral Clark's History of the Expedition. The three 
is I shall introduce, are but a small part of the valuable 
ection of new subjects in natural history, discovered 

Preserved, amidst a thousand dangers and difficulties 
ese two enterprizing travellers, whose intrepidity 
i only equalled by their discretion, and by their active 
laborious pursuit of whatever might tend to render 
ir journey useful to science and to their country. It 
t the request and particular wish of Captain Lewis, 
le to me m person, that I should make drawings of such 
he feathered tribes as had been preserved, and were 
r. That brave soldier, that amiable and excellent 
1, over whose solitary grave in the wilderness I have 
« shed tears of affliction, having been cut off in the 
ne of his life, I hope I shall be pardoned for conse- 
ing this humble note to his memory, until a more 
; pen shall do better justice to the subject. 



TRIBE IL 
AMBULATOBES, Illiger. 

FAMILY VI. 
ANQULIROS TBJSS, Illiokiu 

GENUS Vlh-'ALCEDO, Linnsus. 
48>i dLCXDO ALCTOir, LIKKJEU8. — BKLTXO KINOSFISflXft. 

WILSOK, PL. XXUI. FIG. I. — FEMAI.K. — BDINBUKaH COUW 

MUSEUM. 

This is a general inhabitant of the baoks and dMiM 
of all our .fresh water rivers, from Hudson's Bay tD 
Mexico ; and is the only species of its tribe found widib 
the United States. This last circumstance, and its 
characteristic appearance, make it as universally knovn 
here, as its elegant little brother, the common kingsfi^Mr 
of Europe, is m Britain. Like the love-lorn swains^ ftf 
whom poets tell us, he delights in murmuring streams an^ 
fiedling waters ; not, however, merely that they may sooi^ 
his ear, but for a gratification somewhat more substanftiiL 
Amidst the roar of the cataract, or over the foam of'H 
torrent, he sits perched upon an overhanging bonA 
glancing his piercing eye in every direction £bIow|k 
his scaly prey, which, with a sudden circular plungei be 
sweeps from their native element, and swallowB itk an 
instant. His voice, which is not unlike the twiriii^of 
a watchman's rattle, is naturally loud, harsh, and Buddw; 
but is softened by the sound of the brawling ttreaiOB 
and cascades among which he generally ramolea. He 
courses along the windings of the brook or rirer, at • 
small height above the surface, sometimes su^MadiDg 
himself by the rapid action of his wings, like eertiiB 
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species of hawks, ready to pounce on the fry below ; 
now and then settling on an old dead overhan^g limb 
to reconnoitre. Mill-dams are particularly visited by 
this feathered fisher ; and the sound of his pipe is as 
well known to the miller, as the rattling oi his own 
hopper. Rapid streams, with high perpendicular banks, 
particularly if they be of a hard clayey, or sandy nature, 
are also favourite places of resort for this bird ; not only 
because in such places the small fish are more exposed 
to view, but because those steep and dry banks are the 
chosen situations for his nest. Into these he digs with 
bill and claws horizontally, sometimes to the extent of 
four or five feet, at the distance of a foot or two from 
the surfiice. The few materials he takes in are not 
alwim placed at the extremity of the hole, that he 
and his mate may have room to turn with c<mvenience. 
The eggs are &Ye, pure white, and the first brood usually 
oomes out about the beginning of June, and sometimes 
mUfSBXTf according to that part of the country where 
they reside. On the shores of Kentucky river, near 
die town of Frankfort, I found the female sitting early 
In ApriL They are very tenacious of their haunts, 
bma i & ag for several successive years in the same hole. 
Mi do not readily forsake it, even though it be visited. 
tila^triUgent young gentleman informed me, that having 
ifbttad where a kingsnsher built, he took away its egvs 
DNwMi time to time, leavini always one behind, until he 
}uk^t$ken no less than eighteen from the same nest, 
jftlrotMC of these visits, the female, being within, retired 
igit'llM eoKtremity of the hole, while he withdrew the 
^^'ftbd next da^, when he returned, he found she had 
liil^llgain as usuaL 

'li' Ae £d>ulous stories related by the ancients of the 
m^tfkji manner of hatching, &c. of the kingsfisher, are 
;tMCinfihig to be repeated here. Over the winds and 
allMr.'WVnrea the humble kingsfishers of our days, at least 
idyie species now before us, have no control. Its nest 
i^^enker constructed of glue nor fish bones ; but of 
jjOCM-giass and a few feathers. It is not thrown on the 
of the water to float about, with its proprietor. 
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at random, but snugly secured from the winds and the 
weather in the recesses of the earth ; neither is iti 
head or its feathers believed, even by the most illite- 
rate of our clowns or seamen, to be a charm for loTe, 
a protection against witchcraft, or a security for fiur 
weather. It is neither venerated, like those; of the 
Society Isles, nor dreaded, like those of some other 
countries ; but is considered merely as a bird that feedi 
ion fish; is generally fat; relished by some as sood 
eating ; and is now and then seen exposed for sale is 
o«r markets. 

. ' Though the kingsfisher generally remains with us, ia 
Pennsylvania, until the commencement of cold weather, 
it is seldom seen here in winter; but returns to ii 
6arly in April. In North and South Carolina^ I 
observed numbers of these birds in the months ef 
Februarv and March. I also frequently noticed thea 
on the shores of the Ohio, in February, as high up ae 
the mouth of the Muskingum. 

I suspect this bird to be a native of the Bahama 
Islands, as well as of our continent. In passing- between 
these isles and the Florida shore, in the month of Julj, 
a kingsfisher flew several times round our ship, and 
afterwards shot off to the south. 

The length of this species is twelve inches and a half, 
extent twenty; back and whole upper parts, a light 
bluish slate colour ; round the neck is a collar of pure 
white, which reaches before to the chin ; head, laf^, 
crested; the feathers, long and narrow, black in the 
centre, and generally erect; the shafts of all the feathers, 
except the white plumage, are black ; belly and vent, 
white; sides under the wings, variegated with blue: 
round the upper part of the breast passes a band of 
blue, interspersed with some light brown feathers; 
before the eye is a small spot of white, and another 
immediately below it ; the bill is three inches long from 
the point to the slit of the mouth, strong, sharp-pointinl, 
and black, except near the base of the lower mandible, 
and at the tip, where it is of a horn colour; primaries 
^d interior webs of the secondaries, black, spotted 
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white; the interior yanes of the tail feathers, 
intly spotted with white on a jet hlack ground; 
r side, light coloured ; exterior vanes, hlue ; wing- 
rts and secondaries, marked with small specks of 
e ; legs, extremely short ; when the hird perches, 
nerally rests on the lower side of the second joint, 
h is thereby thick and callous; claws, stout and 
c ; whole leg, of a dirty yellowish colour ; above the 
, bare of feathers for naif an inch ; the two exterior 
united together for nearly their whole length, 
le female is sprinkled all over with specks of 
e ; the band of blue around the upper part of the 
St is nearly half reddish brown; and a uttle below 
passes a band of bright reddish bay, spreading on, 

side under the wings. The blue and rufous 

lers on the breast are strong, like scales. The 

is also of a much darker blue than the back, and 

white feathers on the chin and throat of an exqui- 

fine glossy texture, like the most beautiful satin. 
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FAMILY VII. 
OHEOARJI, Illioer. 

OENUS VIII STURNU8, Linnaus. 



MSADOW LARK. 
WILSON, l^LATB XIX. FIG. U. — JEDIKBURGH COZ.LXOE mmiUlC. 
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49. BTUBirua LUDOFICIANUS, UmiH, — AJ.AUDA MJOITAfWIUUIt* 1^ 

til 
li 
I 
Though this well known species cannot boast of the ii 

Sowers of song which distinguish that ** harbinger of I 
ay," the sky lark of Europe, yet in richness ofphuttagc^ i 
as well as in sweetness of voice, (as far as his few mMm i 
extend,) he stands eminently its superior. H« differs k 
from the greater part of his tribe in wanting tha loof |i 
straight hmd claw, which is probably the reasons why i 
he has been classed, by some naturalists, with the 
starlings. But, in the particular form of his bill, in bis i 
manners, plumage, mode and place of building his nest, ^ 
nature has clearly pointed out his proper faimly. c 

This species has a very extensive range; having 
myself found them in Upper Canada, and in each of ^ 
the States from New Hampshire to New Orleans. Mr 
Bartram also informs me, that they are equally abun- 
dant in East Florida. Their favourite places of retreat i 
are pasture fields and meadows, particularly the latter, 
which have conferred on them their specific name; 
and no doubt supplies them abundantly with the 
particular seeds and insects on which they reed. Thej 
are rarely or never seen in the depth of the woods ; 
unless where, instead of underwood, the ground is 
covered with rich grass, as in the Chactaw and Chicka- 
saw countries, where I met with them in considerable 
numbers in the months of May and June. The exten- 
sive and luxuriant prairies between Vincennes and St 
Louis also abound with them. 

It is probable that, in the more rigorous regions of 
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;lie north, they may he hirds of passaffe, as they are 
lartially so here ; though I have seen them among the 
leadows of New Jersey, and those that border the 
[vers Delaware and Scnuylkill, in all seasons; even 
rhen the ground was deeply covered with snow. 
liere is scarcely a market aay in Philadelphia, from 
eptember to March, hut they may he found in market. 
liey are generally considered, for size and delicacy, 
tUe inferior to the quail, or what is here usually called 
le partridge, and valued accordingly. I once met with 
few of these hirds in the month of February, during 

deep snow, among the heights of the Alleghany, 
Bt^reen Shippensburgh and Somerset, gleaning on 
le road, in company with the small snow-birds. In 
le State of South Carolina and Georgia, at the same 
MMon of the year, they swarm among the rice planta- 
ons, running about the yards and out-houses, accom- 
anied by the killdeers, with little appearance of fear, 
I if quite domesticated. 

These birds, after the building season is over, collect 
I flocks; but seldom fly in a close compact body; 
leir flight is something in the manner of the grouse 
nd partridge, laborious and steady, sailing, and renew- 
ig the rapid action of the win^ alternately. Mlien 
hey aliffht on trees or bushes, it is generally on the tops 
f tne hiffhest branches, whence they send forth a long, 
tear, and somewhat melancholy note, that, in sweetness 
D^ tenderness of expression, is not surpassed bv any 
fear numerous warblers. This is sometimes followed 

?a kind of low, rapid chattering, the particular call 
the female ; and again the clear and plaintive strain 
I repeated as before. They afibrd tolerably good 
mosement to the sportsman, being most easily shot 
rhile on the wing ; as they frequently squat among the 
Hig grass, and spring within gunshot. The nest of 
tiis species is built generally in, or below, a thick tuft, 
r tussock of grass ; it is composed of dry grass, and 
ne bent laid at bottom, and wound all around, leaving 
Q arched entrance level with the ground ; the inside 
I lined with fine stalks of the same materials, disposed 
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with great regularity. The eggs are four, sometioMi 
five, white, marked with specks, and several large 
blotches of reddish brown, chiefly at the thick einL 
Their food consists of caterpillars, grub worms, beetlo, 
and ^rass seeds, with a considerable proportion of gravd. 
Their general name is the meadow lark ; among the 
Virginians, they are usually caUed the old field lime 

The length of this bird is ten inches and a half 
extent, sixteen and a half; throat, breast, belly, and 
line from the eye to the nostrils, rich yellow ; insidt 
lining and edge of the wing, the* same; an obloii| 
crescent of deep velyety black ornaments the lowei 
part of the throat; lesser wing-coverts, bUck, broadl) 
bordered with pale. ash; rest of the wing feathcit 
light brown, handscMnely serrated with black; a liw 
of yellowish white divides the crown, bounded on ead 
side by a stripe of black, intermixed with bay, and 
another line of yellowish white passes over each eye 
backwards ; cheeks, bluish white ; back, and rest oi 
the upper parts, beautifully variegated with black, 
bright bay, and pale ochre ; tail wedged, the feathers 
neatly pointed, the four outer ones on each side, neaiij 
all white ; sides, thighs, and vent, pale yellow ochrf, 
streaked with black ; upper mandible, brown ; lower, 
bluish white; eyelids, furnished with strong black hain; 
legs and feet, very large, and of a pale flesh colour. 

The female has the black crescent more skirted witli 
gray, and not of so deep a black. In the rest of hei 
markings, the plumage diflers little from that of the 
male. I must here take notice of a mistake committed 
by Mr Edwards in his History of Birds, voL vi, p. 12S 
where, on the authority of a bird dealer of London, b< 
describes the calandre lark, (a native of Italy aiK 
Russia,) as belonging also to North America, aw 
having been brought from Carolina. I can say witl 
oonfidence, that, in all my excursions through that aw 
the rest of the southern States, I never met such a bin) 
nor any person who had ever seen it. 1 have d( 
hesitation in believing, that the calandre is not a natif 
of the United States. 

3 
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GENUS IX. — ICTER US, BaissoN. 

SUBGENUS II. — ICTERUS* 
50. ICTERUS SALTIM0RU8, DAUDE. — ORIOLUS BALTIMORUS, WILS. 

BALTIMORE BIRD, OR ORIOLE. 
WI£80K, PL. I. FIG. III. — MALE. — EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM* 

This is a bird of passage, arriving in Pennsylvania, 
from the south, about the beginning of May, and 
departing towards the latter end of August, or beginning 
of September. From the singularity x)f its colours, the 
construction of its nest, and its preferring the apple 
trees, weeping willows, walnut and tulip trees adjoimng 
the farm house, to build on, it is generally known, an{ 
as usual, honoured with a variety of names, such as 
bang-nest, hanging-bird, golden robin, fire bird, (from 
the bright orange seen through the green leaves, 
resembhng a flash of fire,) &c. but more generally the 
Baltimore bird, so named, as Catesby informs us, from 
its colours, which are black and orange, being those of 
the arms or livery of Lord Baltimore, formerly pro- 
prietary of Maryland. 

The Baltimore oriole is seven inches in length ; bill 
almost straight, strong, tapering to a sharp point, black, 
and sometimes lead coloured, above, the lower mandible 
liffht blue towards the base. Head, throat, upper part 
of the back and wings, black ; lower part of the back, 
rump, and whole under parts, a bright orange, deepening 
into vermilion on the breast ; the mack on the shoulders 
is also divided by a band of orange ; exterior edges of 
the greater wing-coverts, as well as the edges of the 
secondaries, and part of those of the primaries, white ; 
the tail feathers under th^ coverts, orange; the two 
middle ones, from thence to the tips, are black, the 
next five, on each side, blatk near the coverts, and 

VOL. I. M 
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orange towards the extremities, so disposed, that whei 
the tail is expanded, and the coverts removed, the hlad 
appears in the form of a pyramid, supported on an ard 
of orange. Tail slightly forked, the exterior feathe 
on each side, a quarter of an inch shorter than th 
others ; legs and feet, light hlue, or lead colour ; iris € 
the eye, hazel. 

The female has the head, throat, upper part of th* 
neck and back, of a dull black, each feather beioj 
skirted with olive yellow; lower part of the bad 
rump, upper tail-coverts, and whole lower parts, onam 
yellow, but much duller than that of the male; tD< 
whole wing feathers are of a deep dirty brown, exeep 
the quills, which are exteriorly edged, and the greatei 
wing-coverts, and next superior row, which are broadl] 
tipt witti a dull yellowish white ; tail, olive yellew 
in some specimens, the two middle feathers have beei 
found partly black, in others wholly so ;. the black oi 
the throat aoes not descend so far as in the male, is o 
a lighter tinge, and more irregular ; bill, leg», and claws 
light blue. 

Bufibu and Latham, have both described the male o: 
the bastard Baltimore, (oriolus spurius,) as the femal< 
Baltimore. Mr Pennant has commijttea the same mis 
take ; and all the ornithologists of Europe, with who64 
works I am acquainted, who have undertaken to fig^n 
and describe these birds, have mistaken the propei 
males and females, and confounded the two spedei 
together in a very confused and extraordinary manner 
for which, indeed, we ought to pardon them, on accoonl 
of their distance from the native residence of theM 
birds, and the strange alterations of colour which th( 
latter are subject to. 

This obscurity 1 have endeavoured to clear up in th( 
plate containing the male and female of the orioliu 
spurius in their different changes of dress, as well ai 
in their perfect plumage; and by introducing repr» 
mentations of the eggs of both, have, I hope, pat the 
identity of these two species beyond all future dispati 
or ambiguity. 
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Almost the whole genus of orioles belong to America, 
and, with a few exceptions, build pensile nests. Few 
of them, however, equal the Baltimore in the construc- 
tion of these receptacles for their young, and in giving 
them, in such a superior degree, convenience, warmth, 
and security. For these purposes he generally fixes on 
the high bending extremities of the branches, fastening 
strong strings of hemp or flax round two forked twic^, 
corresponding to the intended width of the nest ; with 
the same materials, mixed with quantities of loose tow, 
he interweaves or fabricates a strong firm kind of cloth, 
not unlike the substance of a hat in its raw state, form- 
ing it into a pouch of six or seven inches in depth, 
lining it substantially with various soft substances, well 
interwoven with the outward netting, and, lastly, finishes 
with a layer of horse hair; the whole being shaded 
from the sun and rain by a natural pent-house, or canopy 
of leaves. As to a hole being left in the side for the 
young to be fed and void their excrements through, an 
I^ennant and others relate, it is certainly an error : I 
have never met with any thing of the kind in the nest 
of the Baltimore. 

Though birds of the same species have, generally 
speaking, a common form of building, yet, contrary to 
the usually received opinion, they do not build exactly 
in the same manner. As much difierence will be found 
in the style, neatness, and finishing of the nests of the 
Baltimores, as in their voices. Some i^pear far supe- 
rior workmen to others : and probably age may improve 
them in this, as it does in their colours. J have a 
number of their nests now before me, all completed, 
and with eggs. One of these, the neateftt, is in the form 
of a cylinder, of five inches diameter, and seven inches 
in depth, rounded at bottom. The opening at top is 
narrowed, by a horizontal covering, to two inches and 
a half in diameter. The materials are flax, hemp, tow, 
hair, and wool, woven into a complete cloth ; the whole 
tightly sewed through and through with long horse 
hair8» several of which measure two feet in length. 
The bottom is composed of thick tufts of cow hair. 
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sewed also with strong horse hair. This nest was hong 
on the extremity of the horizontal hranch of an apple 
tree, fronting the southeast, was yisihle a hundred yards 
off, though shaded from the sun ; and was the work of 
a very heautiful and perfect hird. The eggs are ^ve, 
white, slightly tinged with flesh colour, marked on the 
greater end with purple dots, and on the other parts 
with long hair-like hues, intersecting each other in a 
variety of directions. I am thus minute in these parti- 
culars, from a wish to point out the specific difference 
between the true and bastard Baltimore, which Dr 
Latham, and some others, suspect to be only the same 
bird in different stages of colour. 

So solicitous is the Baltimore to procure proper 
materials for his nest, that, in the season of building, 
the women in the country are under the necessity of 
narrowly watching their thread that may chance to be 
out bleaching, and the farmer to secure his young grafts; 
as the Baltimore, finding the former, and the strings 
which tie the latter, so well adapted for his purpose, 
frequently carries off both ; or, should the one be over 
heavy, and the other too firmly tied, he will tug at them 
a considerable time before he gives up the attempt. 
Skeins of silk and hanks of thread have been often 
found, after the leaves were fallen, hanging round the 
Baltimore's nest ; but so woven up, and entangled, as 
to be entirely irreclaimable. Before the introduction 
of Europeans, no such material could have been obtained 
here ; but, with the sagacity of a good architect, he his 
improved this circumstance to his advantage ;• and the 
strongest and best materiab are uniformly found in 
those parts by which the whole is supported. 

Their principal food consists of caterpiUars, beetles, 
and bugs, particularly one of a brilliant glossy green, 
fragments of which 1 have almost always found in their 
stomach, and sometimes these only. 

The song of the Baltimore is a clear mellow whistle, 
repeated at short intervals as he gleans among the 
branches. There is in it a certain wild plaintiveness 
and naivete extremely interesting. It is not uttered 



BALTIMORE ORIOLE. 181 

th the rapidity of the ferruginous thrush, (turdus 
fus,) and some other eminent songsters ; but with the 
casing tranquillity of a careless ploughboy, whistling 
Tely for his own amusement. When alarmed by an 
proach to his nest, or any such circumstance, he makes 
and of rapid chirruping, very different from his usual 
te. This, however, is always succeeded by those 
illow tones which seem so congenial to his nature. 

High on yon poplar, clad in glossiest green. 
The orange,' black-capp'd Biutimore is seen ; 
The broad extended boughs still please Idm best. 
Beneath their bending skirts he hangs his nest ; 
There his sweet mate, secure from every harm, 
Broods o*er her spotted store, and wraps them warm ; 
Lists to the noontide hum of busy bees. 
Her partner's mellow song, the brook, the breeze ; 
These day by day the lonely hours deceive. 
From dewy mom to slow descendii^ eve. 
Two weeks elapsed, behold ! a helpless crew 
Claim all her care and her affection too ; 
On wings of love the assiduous nurses fly, 
Flowers, leaves, and boughs, abundant rood supply ; 
Glad chants their guardian as abroad he goes. 
And waving breezes rock them to repose. * 

The Baltimore inhabits North America, from Canada 
Mexico, and is even found as far south as Brazil. 
Qce the streets of our cities have been {Wanted with 
ht beautiful and stately tree, the Lombardy poplar, 
Bse birds are our constant visitors during' the early 
rt of summer ; and, amid the noise ana tumult of 
aches, drays, wheelbarrows, and the din of the multi- 
de, they are heard chantin? ** their native wood notes 
Id ;" sometimes, too, within a few yards of an oyster- 
m, who stands bellowing, with the lungs of a Stentor, 
ider the shade of the same tree ; so much will habit 
concile even birds to the roar of the city, and to sounds 
id noises, that, in other circumstances, would put a 
hole grove of them to flight. 

These birds are several years in receiving their oom- 
ete plumage., Sometimes the whole tail of a male 
diviaual in spring is yellow, sometimes only the two 
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middle feaih«n are blade, and frequently tbe Uack ea 
the bade is skirted with orange, and the tail tint witk 
the same coloor. Three years, I have reason to Delicre, 
are necessary to fix the full tint of the plnmage, and 
then the male bird appears as already described* 
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wn.80N, PLATK LIU. nO. IT* 

The history of this beantifnl species has been parti- 
cularly detailed in the preceding article ; but a few 
particulars may here be added : The males generally 
arriye several days before the females, saunter about 
their wonted pla^ of residence, and seem lonely, and 
less sprightly, than after the arrival of their mates. In 
the spring and summer of 1811, a Baltimore took up its 
abode in Mr Bartram*8 garden, whose notes were so 
singular as particularly to attract my attention ; they 
were as well known to me as the voice of my most 
intimate friend. On the SOth of April, 1812, I was 
again surprised and pleased at hearing this same Bal- 
timore in the garden, whistling his identical old chant; 
and I observed, that he particularly frequented that 
quarter of the garden where the tree stood, on the 
pendent branches of which he had formed his nest the 
preceding year. This nest had been taken possession 
of by the house wren, a few days after the Baltimore's 
brood had abandoned it; and, curious to know how 
the little intruder had furnished it within, I had taken 
it down early in the fall, after the wren herself had also 
raised a brood of six young in it, and which was her 
second that season. I found it stript of its original 
lining, floored with sticks, or small twigs, above which 
were laid feathers ; so that the usual complete nest of 
the wren occupied the interior of that of the Baltimore, 
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The chief difference between the male and female 
Baltimore oriole is the superior brightness of the 
orange colour of the former to that of the latter. The 
black on the head, upper part of the back and throat of 
the female, is intermixed with dull orange ; whereas, 
in the male, those parts are of a deep shining black ; 
the tail of the female also wants the greater part of the 
black, and the whole lower parts are of a much duskier 
orange. 

I have observed, that these birds are rarely seen in 
pine woods, or where these trees generally prevail. 
On the ridges of our high mountains they are seldom 
to be met with« In orchards, and on well cultivated 
farms, they are most numerous, generally preferring 
such places to build in, rather than the woods or forest. 
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ORCHARD ORIOLE. 

WltSOlf, PL. IV. FIG. I. FEMALE ; FIG. II. MALE, TWO TEAHS 
OLD ; FIG. III. MALE, THREE YEARS OLD ; FIO. IV. THE ADULT 
MALE. — EDINBURGH COLLEGE M-USEUM. 

There are no circumstances, relating to birds, which 
tend so much to render their history obscure and per- 
plexing, as the various changed of colour which many 
of them undergo. These changes are in some cases 
periodical ; in others progressive ; and are' frequently 
80 extraordinary, that, unless the naturalist has resided 
for years in the country where the birds inhabit, and 
has examined them at almost every season, he is 
extremely liable to be mistaken and imposed on by their 
novel appearance. Numerous instances of this kind 
might be cited, from the pages of European vn*iters, in 
wmch the same bird has been described two, three, and 
even four different times, by the same person ; and each 
time as a different kind. The species we are now about 
to examine is a remarkable example of this ; and it has 
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never, to my knowledge, been either accurately figured 
or described. 

The Count de Buffon, in introducing what he sup- 
posed to be the male of this bird, but which appears 
evidently to have been the female of the Baltimore 
oriole, makes the following observations, which I ffive 
in the words of his translator : — *' This bird is so caUed 
(spurious Baltimore,) because the colours of its plunu^ 
are not so lively as in the preceding (^Baltimore o.) fn 
fact, when we compare these bir£, and find an exact 
correspondence in every thing except the colours, and 
not even in the distribution of these, but only in the 
different tints they assume ; we cannot hesitate to infer, 
that the spurious Baltimore is a variety of a more 
generous race, degenerated by the influence of dimate, 
or some other accidental cause." 

How the influence of climate could affect one portion 
of a species and not the other, when both reside in the 
same climate, and feed nearly on the same food; or 
what accidental cause could produce a difference so 
striking, and also so regular, as exists between the two, 
are, I confess, matters beyond my comprehension. But, 
if it be recollected, that the bird which the Count was 
thus philosophizing upon, was nothing more than the 
female Baltimore oriole, which exactly corresponds 
to the description of his male bastard Baltimore, the 
difficulties at once vanish, and with them the whole 
superstructure of theoiy founded on this mistake. Dr 
Latham, also, while he confesses the great confusion 
and uncertainty that prevail between the true and 
bastard Baltimore, and their females, considers it highly 
probable that the whole will be found to belong to one 
and the same species, in their different changes of coloor. 
In this conjecture, however, the worthy naturalist has 
likewise been mistaken ; and I shall endeavour to point 
out the fact, as well as this source of this mistake. 

And here I cannot but take notice of the name which 
naturalists have bestowed on this bird, and which is 
certainly remarkable. Specific names, to be perfect, 
ought to express some peculiarity, common to no oUier 



ORCHARD ORIOLE. 185 

of the genus ; and should, at least, be consistent with 
truth ; but, in the case now before us, the name has no one 
merit of the former, nor eVen that of the latter to recom- 
mend it, and ought henceforth to be rejected as highly 
improper, and (^culated, like that of goatsucker^ and 
many others equally ridiculous, to perpetuate that error 
from which it originated. The woTibctstardy^mons men, 
has its determinate meaning; but when applied to a 
whole species of birds, perfectly distinct from any other, 
originally denying their pecuharities of form, manners, 
colour, &c. from the common source of all created 
beings, and perpetuating them, by the usual laws of 
veneration, as unmixed and independent as any other, 
18, to call it by no worse name, a gross absurdity. 
Should the reader be displeased at this, I beg leaye 
to remind him, that, as the faithful historian of our 
feathered tribes, 1 must be allowed the liberty of yindi* 
eating them from eyery misrepresentation whateyer, 
"Whether originating in ignorance or prejudice ; and of 
allotting to each respectiye species, as far as 1 can 
distinguish, that rank and place in the great order of 
nature to which it is entitled. 

To conyince the foreigner, (for Americans haye no 
doubt on the subject,) 1 will add, that I conclude this 
bird to be specifically diflferent from the Baltimore, 
from the following circumstances : its size — it is less, 
and more slender ; its colours, which are different, and 
very differently disposed ; the form of its bill, which is 
sharper pointed, and more bent ; the form of its tail, 
which is not even^ but wedged; its notes^ which are 
neither so fuU nor so mellow, and uttered with much 
more rapidity ; its mode of building, and the materials 
it uses, both of which are different; and, lastly, the 
shape and colour of the eggs of each, which are 
evidently unlike. If aU these circumstances — and I 
could enumerate a great many more — be not sufficient 
to designate this as a distinct species, by what criterion, 
I would ask, are we to discriminate between a variety 
and an ortj^'tna/ species, or to assure owselyes, that^the 
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^reat horned owl is not, in fact, a bastard g^oose, or th( 
carrion crow* a mere variety of the humming^-bird ? 

These mistakes have been occasioned by seven 
causes. Principally by the changes of colour to whid 
the birds are su-faject, and the distance of European 
from the country they inhabit. Catesby, it is tmc 
while here, described and figured the Baltimore, an* 
perhaps was the first who published figures of eithe 
species ; but he entirely omitted saying any thing c 
the female, and, instead of the male and female of th 
present species, as he thought, he has only figured th 
male in two of his different dresses ; and succeedii^ 
compilers have followed and repeated the same erroi 
Another cause may be assigned, viz. the extreme shj 
ness of the female orchard oriole. This bird ha 
hitherto escaped the notice of European natuialistf 
or has been mistaken for another species, or perh^ 
for a young bird of the first season, which it almofl 
exactly resembles. In none of the numerous works oi 
ornithology has it ever before appeared in its prope 
character; though the male has been known to Euro 
peans for more than a century, and has usually beei 
figured in one of his dresses as male, and in another a 
female; these varying according to the fluctuatiDi 
opinions of different writers. It is amusing to see hov 
gentlemen have groped in the dark in pairing thes 
two species of orioles, of which the following example 
may be given. 

Buffon's and Latliam^s "Bsl'fMale — Male Baltimore, 
timore onole. "^ Female — Male orchard oriole. 

Spuxiou, Baltimore of ditto. { ^:i';i;I^^t Pj^ft^iofe. 
Pennanf, BaUimore oriole. {^:ti;-Yo^4^rm^u^ 
Spuriou, oriole of ditto. / f^'^^^^r^dU;' """^ 
catesby, Baltimore oriole. {^iT^'KeS. 
Spurioua Baltimore of dit.o.{^^^M^?^™>;«;^o™'«- 
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Among all these authors Catesby is doubtless the 
most inexcusable, having lived for several years in 
America, where he had an opportunity of being more 
correct : yet, when it is considered, that the female of 
this bird is so much shyer than the male, that it is seldom 
seen ; and that, while the males are flying around and 
bewailing an approach to their nest, the females keep 
aloof, watching every movement of the enemy in rest- 
less but silent anxiet|r ; it is less to be wondered at, I 
say, that two birds of the same kind, but different in 
plumage, making their appearance together at such 
times, should be taken for male and female of the same 
pest, without doubt or examination, as, from that strong 
sympathy for ^ach other's distress which prevails so 
universally among them at this season, it is difficult 
sometimes to distinguish between the sufferer and the 
sympathizing neighbour. 

■ The female of the orchard oriole is six inches and a 
half in length, and eleven inches in extent, the colour 
above is a yellow olive, inclining to a brownish tint on 
the back; the wings are dusky brown, lesser wing- 
coverts tipt with yellowish white, greater coverts and 
secondaries exteriorly edged with the same, primaries 
slightly so; tail, rounded at the extremitv, the two 
exterior feathers three quarters of an inch snorter than 
the middle ones ; whole lower parts, vellow ; bill and 
legs, light blue; the former bent a little, „ very sharp 
pointed, and black towards the extremity ; iris of the 
eye, hazel ; pupil, black. The young male of the first 
season corresponds nearly with the above description. 
But in the succeeding spring he makes his appearance 
with a large patch of black marking the front, lores, 
and throat. In this stage, too, the black sometimes 
makes its appearance on the two middle feathers of the 
tail ; and slight stains of reddish are seen commencing 
on the sides and belly. The rest of the plumage as in 
the female : this continuing nearly the same, on the 
same bird, during the remainder of the season. At the 
j^arae time, other individuals are found, which are at 
least birds of the third summer. These are mottled 
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with black and olive <m tlie upper parts of tibe hmk^ 
and with reddish bay and ydlow on the bdly, ndii^ 
and vent, scattered in the most irrq^olar manner, not 
alike in any two individuals; and, generally, the twe 
middle featners of the tail are bla&, and the otim 
centred with the same colour. When lliis bird u 
approaching to its perfect plumage, the black spnali 
over the whole head, neck, ^q[^er part <d the bad^ 
breast, wings, and tail; the reddisn bay, or bi%hC 
chestnut occupying tiie lower part of the breaat, lbs 
belly, vent, rump, tail-eoverts, and three lower lowi 
of the lesser wing-coterts. Tlie black on the head is 
deep and velvety ; that of the wings inoMnin|^ to bnim; 
the greater wing-coverts are tipt with* white, la lbs 
same orchard, and at the same time, males i* eaeb el 
these states of plumage may be found, united to iMr 
respective plain-coloured mates. I may add, tint Mr 
Charlef W. Peale, proprietor ai the museum in FUla- 
delphia, who, as a practical naturalist, stands deser> 
vedly fibnst in the first rank of American connoisseurs; 
and who has done more for the promotion of that 
sublime science than all our speculative theorists to- 
gether, has expressed to me his perfect convictioa of 
the changes which these birds pass througli; haviaif 
himself examined them both in spring and towwtia the 
latter part of summer, and having at the present tiss 
in his possession thirty or forty individuals of tUi 
species, in almost every gradation of change. 

In all these, th^ manners, mode of building, fooA, 
and notes are, generally sp^dduff, the same, uferisf 
no more than those of any other mdividuals belonging 
to one common species. The female appears siwaji 
nearly the same. 

I have said that these birds construct their nests 
very diflferently from the' Baltimores. They are so 
particularly fond of fre<raentiiig orchards, that scsroety 
one orchard in summer is witl^ut them. They nsnsUy 
suspend their nest from the twiffs of the apple treoj 
and often from the extremities of tiie outward brandMOi 
It is formed exteriorly of a particular spedea af loag* 
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tough, and flexible grass, knit, or sewed through and 
through in a thousand directions, as if actually done 
with a needle. An old lady of my acquaintance, to 
whom I was one day shewing this curious fabrication, 
after admiring its texture for some time, asked me, in 
a tone between joke and earnest, whether I did not 
think it possible to learn these birds to dam stockings ? 
This nest is hemispherical, three inches deep by four in 
hreadth; the concavity scarcely two inches deep by two 
in diameter. I had the curiosity to detach one of the 
fibres, or stalks of dried grass, from the nest, and found 
it to measure thirteen inches in length, and in that 
distance was thirty-four times hooked through and 
returned, winding round and round the nest! The 
inside is usually composed of the light downy appen- 
dages attached to the seeds of the Platanus occidefitalisy 
or button-wood, which form a very soft and commo- 
dious bed. Here and there the outward work is 
extended to an adjoining twig, round which it is 
strongly twisted, to give more stability to tbe whole, 
andpreyent it from being overset by the wind. 

'Wnen they choose the long pendent branches of the 
weeping wiUow to build in, as they frequently do, the 
nest, though formed of the same materials, is made 
mach deeper, and of slighter texture* The circumfe- 
rence is marked out by a number of these pensile 
twigs that descend on each side like ribs, supporting 
the whole ; their thick foliage, at the same time, com- 
pletely concealing the nest from view. The depth in 
this case is increased to four or five inches, and the 
whole is made much slighter. These long pendent 
branches, being sometimes twelve and even fifteen feet 
in length, have a large sweep in the wind, and render 
the firet of these precautions necessary, to prevent the 
eggs or young from being thrown out ; and the close 
shelter afforded by the remarkable thickness of the 
foliage is, no doubt, the cause of the latter. Two of 
these nests, such as I have here described, are now 
lying before me, and exhibit not only art in the con- 
stmction, but judgment in adt^pting their fabrication 
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80 judiciouslv to tbeir particular situationd. If Um 
actions of birds proceeded, as some would have « 
believe, from tbe mere impulses of that thing caUed 
instincty individuals of tbe same species would uniformly 
build tbeir nest in tbe same manner, wherever they 
might happen to fix it; but it is evident from thoM 
just mentioned, and a thousand such circumstances, 
that they reason d priori, from cause to consequence ; 
providently managinor with a constant eye to future 
necessity and convenience. 

The eggs are usually four, of a very pale bluish tint, 
with a few small specks of brown, ana spots of dark 
purple. 

The orchard oriole, though partly a dependant on the 
industry of the farmer, is no sneaking pilferer, but an 
open,' and truly beneficent friend. To idl tHose count- 
less multitudes of destructive bugs and caterpillars that 
infest the fruit trees in spring and summer, preying on 
the leaves, blossoms, and embryo of the finiit, he is i 
deadly enemy ; devouring them wherever he can find 
them, and destroying, on an avera^^e, some hundreds of 
them every day, without oflfering the slightest injury to 
the fruit, however much it may stand in his way. 1 
have witnessed instances where the entrance to his nest 
was more than half closed up by a cluster of apples, 
which be could have easily demolished in half a minute; 
but, as if holding the property of his patron sacred, or, 
considering it as a natural bulwark to his own, he slid 
out and in with tbe greatest gentleness and caution. I 
am not sufficiently conversant in entomology to par- 
ticularize the different species of insects on which he 
feeds, but I have good reason for believing that they 
are almost altogether such as commit the greatest depre- 
dations on the fruits of the orchard ; and, as he visits 
us at a time when his services are of the greatest value, 
and, like a faithful guardian, takes up his station wherp 
the enemy is most to be expected, he ought to be held 
in respectful esteem, awd protected by every considerate 
liusbandman. l^or \a t\ie ^\ft\:^ <AV\% «ntii^ «^^ <2k<^>& 
yeast recommendatioiifi, "B^w^^^ «». «v^«^^Sn^^ %Kje«v 
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^rightly, and restless bird, he is on the ground — on 
le trees — flying and carolling in his hurried manner, 
i almost one and the same instant. His notes are shrill 
id lively, but uttered with such rapidity, and seeming 
Dnfusion, that the ear is unable to follow them dis« 
nctly. Between these, he has a single note, which is 
yreeable and interesting. Wherever he is protected, 
e shews his confidence and gpratitude by his numbers 
nd familiarity. In the botanic gardens of my worthy 
nd scientific friends, the Messrs fiartrams of Kingsess, 
rhich present an epitome of almost every thing that is 
ure, useful, and beautiful in the vegetable kingdom of 
lis western continent, and where the murderous gun 
»rce ever intrudes, the orchard oriole revels without 
sstraint through thickets of aromatic flowers and 
lossoms, and, heedless of the busy gardener that labours 
elow, hangs his nest, in perfect security, on the branches 
ver his head. 

The female sits fourteen days ; the young remain in 
le nest ten days afterwards, before they venture 
[>road, which is generally about the middle of June. 
Tests of this species, with eggs, are sometimes found so 
\te as the 20th of July, which must either belong to 
irds that have lost their first neist, or, it is probable, 
lat many of them raise two brood of young in the 
ime season, though I am not positive of the fact. 

The orchard orioles arrive in Pennsylvania rather 
iter than the Baltimores, conunonly about the first 
'eek in May, and extend as far as the province of 
laine. They are also more numerous towards the 
Lountains than the latter species. In traversing the 
ountry near the Blue ridge, in the month of August, 
have seen at least five of this species for one of the 
Baltimore. Early in September, they take their de- 
arture for the south; their term of residence here 
eing little more than four months. Previous to their 
eparture, the young birds become gregarious, and fre- 
uent the rich extensive meadows of the Schuylkill, 
elow Philadelphia, in flocks of from thirty to forty, or 
pwards. They are easily raised from the nest, and 
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soon become agreeable d<Mnestics. One which I rea; 
and kept throngh the winter, whistled with gt 
clearness and vivacity at two months old. It hM 
odd manner of moving its head and neck slowly i 
regularly, and in various directions, when intrait 
observing any thing, without stirring its body. T 
motion was as slow and regular as that of a saa 
When at night a candle was brought into the roiun, 
became restless, and evidently dissatisfied, flutter 
about the cage, as if seeking to get out ; but, when t 
cage was placed on the same table with the candk 
seemed extremely well pleased, fed and drank, dn 
shook, and arranged its phunage, sat as dose to i 
light as possible, and sometimes chanted a few brok* 
irregular notes in that situation, as I sat writiiic 
rea<ung beside it. I also kept a youn^ female of 1 
same nest, during the greater part of winter, but 001 
not observe, in that time, any change in its plumage. 



SUBGENUS. III. — XANTH0RNU8. 
62. ICTERUS PHJENICEUS, BAUD. — STURNUS PREDATORIUSfWl 

RED-WIM6ED STARLING. 
WILSON, PLATE XXX. FIG. I. — MALE. — FIG. II, FEXAUb 

This notorious and celebrated com thief, the lo 
reputed plunderer and pest of our honest and laboric 
farmers, now presents himself before us, with his femi 
copartner in iniquity, to receive the character due i 
their very active and distinguished services. In invi 
tigating the nature of these, I shall endeavour to renc 
strict historical justice to this noted pair ; adhering 
the honest injunctions of the poet, 

Nothing extenuate, 
Nor set down aught in malice. 

Let the reader divest himself equally of prejudice, a 

8 
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thouffh small parties. These migrating flocks are 
usiu£y observed from daybreak to eight or nine in the 
morning, passing to the north, chattering to each otha 
as they fly along; and, in spite of all our antipathy^ 
their well known notes and appearance, after the lone 
and dreary solitude of winter, inspire cheerful and 
pleasing ideas of returning spring, warmth, and verdnreb 
Selecting their old haunts, every meadow is soon eiH 
livened by their presence. They continue in small 
parties to frequent the low borders of creeks, swwaafi, 
and ponds, till about the middle of April, when they 
separate in pairs to breed ; and, about the last week in 
April or first in May, beffin to construct their nest 
The place chosen for this is generally within the nre- 
cincts of a marsh or swamp, meadow, or other like 
watery situation, — the spot, usually a tiiicket of alder 
bushes, at the height of six or seven feet from Uie 
ground ; sometimes in a detached bush, in a meadow ef 
high grass ; often in a tussock of rushes or coarse rank 
grass ; and not unfrequently on the ground : in all of 
which situations, I have repeatedly found them. When 
in a bush, they are generally composed outwardly of wet 
rushes, picked from the swamp, and long tough grass in 
large quantity, and well lined with very fine l^nt. The 
rushes, forming the exterior, are generally extended to 
several of the adjoining twigs, round which they are 
repeatedly and securely twisted; a precaution abeo- 
lutely necessary for its preservation, on account of the 
flexible nature of the bushes in which it is placed. The 
same caution is observed when a tussock is chosen, by 
fastening the tops together, and intertwining the mate- 
rials of which the nest is formed with the stalks of 
rushes around. When placed on the ground, less care 
and fewer materials being necessary, the nest is much 
simpler and slighter than before. The female Iajh five 
eggs, of a very pale light blue, marked with faint tinges 
of light purple and long straggling lines and dashes 
of black. It is not uncommon to find several nests in 
the same thicket, within a few feet of each other. 
During the time the female is sittings and, still more 
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particuiaily after the yovnff are hatched, the male, like 
most other birds that build in low situations, exhibits 
tiie most yiolent symptoms of apprehension and alarm on 
the approach of any person to its near neighbourhood. 
Like tiie lapwing of Europe, he flies to meet the in- 
truder, borers at a short height over-head, uttering 
load notes of distress; and, while in this situation, 
display to great advantage the rich glowing scarlet of 
his wings, heightened by the jetty black of his general 
phnnage. As the danger increases, his cries become 
more shrill and incessant, and his motions rapid and 
restless ; the whole meadow is alarmed, and a collected 
crowd of his fellows hover around, and mingle their 
notes of alarm and agitation with his. When the young 
are taken away, or destroyed, he continues for sevenu 
days near the place, restless and dejected, and generally 
recommences building soon after, in the same meadow. 
Towards the beginning or middle of August, the young 
birds begin to fly in flocks, and at that age nearly 
resemble the female, with the exception of some reddish 
or orange, that marks the shoulders of the males, and 
which mcreases in space and brilliancy as winter 
apnroaehes. It has been frequently remarked^ that, at 
l£i8 time, the young birds chiefly associate by them- 
selves, there being sometimes not more than two or 
lliree old males observed in a flock of many thousands. 
These, from the superior blackness and rich red of their 
plumage, are very conspicuous. 

Before the beginning of September, these flocks have 
become numerous and formidable ; and the young ears 
of maize, or Indian com, being then in their soft, 
sucoulen^ milky state, present a temptation that cannot 
be resisted. Reinforced by numerous and daily flocks 
from an parts of the interior, they pour down on the 
low countries in prodigious multitudes. Here they are 
seen, Uke vast clouds, wheeling and driving over the 
meadows and devoted com fields, darkening the air 
with their numbers. Then commences the work of 
destruction on the com, the husks of which, though 
composed of numerous envelopements of closely wrapt 
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leaves, are scion completely or partially torn off; while 
from all quarters myriads continue to pour down like a 
tempest, blackening half an acre at a time ; and, if not 
disturbed, repeat their depredations till little remains 
but the cob and the shrivelled skins of the grain ; what 
little is left of the tender ear, being exposed to the ndni 
and weather, is generally much injured. All the attacks 
and havoc made at this time among them with the 
gun, and by the hawks, — several species of which are 
their constant attendants, — has httle effect on the 
remainder. When the hawks make a sweep among 
them, they suddenly open on aU sides, but rarely in 
time to disappoint them of their victims ; and, though 
repeatedly fired at, with mortal effect, they only remo?6 
from one field to an adjoining one, or to another 
quarter of the same enclosure. From dawn to nearly 
sunset, this open and daring devastation is carried on, 
under the eye of the proprietor ; and a farmer, who has 
any considerable extent of com, would require half-«- 
dozen men at least, with guns, to guard it ; and even 
then, all their vigilance and activity would not prevent 
a good tithe of it from becomiDg the prey of the black- 
birds. The Indians, who usually plant their com in 
one general field, keep the whole young boys of the 
village all day patrolling round and among it ; and each 
being furnished with bow and arrows, with which they 
are very expert, they generally contrive to destroy great 
numbers of them. 

It must, however, be observed, that this scene of 
pillage is principally carried on in the low countriM, 
not far from the sea-coast, or near the extensive flats 
that border our large rivers ; and is also chiefly con- 
fined to the months of August and September. After 
this period, the com having acquired its hard shelly 
coat, and the seeds of the reeds or wild oats, with a pro- 
fusion of other plants, that abound along the river shores, 
being now ripe, and in great abundance, they present 
H new and more extensive field for these marauding 
multitudes. The reeds aVso ^vv^^'^ ^iJcifiTSi Vy>Ocl f:«v;v 
men t roosting places, \)e\n^ oilfer^m^^3BwwX.>aMg^j«wi^ 
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,able morasses ; and thither they repair every evening 
from all quarters of the country. In some places, how- 
ever, when the reeds become dry, advantage is taken 
of this circumstance, to destroy these birds, by a party 
secretly approaching the place, under cover of a dark 
night, setting fire to the reeds in several places at once, 
which, being soon enveloped in one general flame, the 
uproar among the blackbirds becomes universal ; and, 
by the light of the conflagration, they are shot down in 
vast numbers while hovering and screaming over the 
place. Sometimes straw is used for the same purpose, 
being previously strewed near the reeds and alder 
boshes, where they are known to roost, which being 
instantly set on fire, the consternation and havoc is 
prodigious ; and the party return by day to pick up 
the sLaughtered game. About the first of November, 
they begin to move off towards the south ; though, 
near the sea coast, in the states of New Jersey and 
Delaware, they continue long after that period. 

Such are the general manners and character of the 
red- winged starkng ; but there remain some facts to be 
mentioned, no less authentic, and well deserving the 
consideration of its enemies, more especially, of those 
whose detestation of this species, would stop at nothing 
short of total extirpation. 

It has been already stated, that they arrive in Penn- 
sylvania late in March. Their general food at this 
season, as well as during the early part of summer, 
,(for the crows and purple grakles are the principal 
pests in planting time,) consists of grub-worms, cater- 
pilliu*s, and various otner larvae, the silent, but deadly 
enemies of all vegetation, and whose secret and insidious 
attacks are more to be dreaded by the husbandman than 
the combined forces of the whole feathered tribes 
together. For these vermin, the starlings search with 
sreat diligence ; in the ground, at the roots of plants, 
m orchards, and meadows, as well as among buds, 
leaves, and blossoms; and, from their knowTL^w^^s^^ 
th^ multitudes of these insects w\ucAv >i)ckB^ ^«^\xo^ 
must be immense. Let me ilLuatratft iX»a ">ai ^ ^«^ 
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computation : If we suppose each bird, on an arerage, 
to devour fifty of these tarvse in a day, (a Tery moderate 
allowance,) a single pair, in four months, the usual time 
such food is sought after, will consume upwards of 
twelve thousand. It is believed, that not less than i 
million pair of these birds are distributed over the whole 
extent of the United States in summer ; whose food, 
being nearly the same, would swell the amoimt of 
vermin destroyed to twelve thousand milUons* But 
the number of young birds may be fairly estimated at 
double that of their parents ; and, as these are ooa- 
stantly fed on larvae for at least three weeks, making 
only the same allowance for them as for the old ohm, 
their share would amount to four thousand two hin- 
dred millions ; making a grand total of sixteen tbouwid 
two hundred millions of noxious insects destroyed ia 
the space of four months by this single species I The 
combined ravages of such a hideous host of vemiB 
would be sufficient to spread famine and desolation 
over a wide extent of the richest and best cultivated 
country on earth. All this, it may be said, is mere sap- 
position. It is, however, supposition founded on known 
and acknowledged facts. I have never dissected any 
of these birds in spring without receiving the most 
striking and satisfactory proofs of these facts; and 
though, in a matter of this kind, it is impossible to 
ascertain precisely the amount of the benefits derived 
by agriculture from this, and many other species of our 
birds, yet, in the present case, I cannot resist the belief, 
that the services of this species, in spring, are fiir more 
important and beneficial than the value of all that por- 
tion of corn which a careful and active farmer peimits 
himself to lose by it. 

The great range of country frequented by this bird 
extends from Mexico, on the south, to Labrador. Our 
late enterprizing travellers across^the continent to the 
Pacific Ocean, observed it numerous in several of the 
valleyB at a great distance u\k the Missouri. When 
taken alive, or i eared, irom. V)Ei« xi^^V \\. ikms^ \M(fii«ajn 
familWf sings frequenXVy, \iTO^V«\% ««««. V\» te:^isv 
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something in the manner of the cow bunting'. These 
Botes, though not remarkably various, are very peculiar. 
<31ie most common one resembles the syllables <ron^ 
qwtT'^e ; others, the shrill sounds produced by filing 
9L. saw : some are more guttural ; and others remark- 
dbl^ clear. The usual note of both male and female is 
A smgle chuck. Instances have been produced where 
they nave been taught to articulate several words dis- 
tinctly ; and, contrary to what is observed of many 
hirds, the male loses little of the brilliancy of his 
plumage by confinement. 

A very remarkable trait of this bird is, the great dif- 
fer^ice of size between the male and female; the 
former being nearly two inches longer than the latter, 
jmd of proportionate magnitude. They are known by 
▼arions nai^es in the different States of the Union ; 
•noh as the swamp blacJd>irdy marsh blackbirdy red- 
winged blackbird, com, or maize thief, starling, &c. 
Many of them have been carried from this to different 
parts of Europe ; and Edwards relates, that one of them, 
which had, no doubt, escaped from a cage, was shot in 
the neighbourhood of London ; and, on being opened, 
its stomach was found to be filled with grub-worms, 
caterpillars, and beetles ; which Buffon seems to wonder 
at, as, " in their own country," he observes, ** they feed 
exclusively on grain and maize." 

Hitherto this species has been generally classed by 
naturalists with the orioles. By a careful comparison, 
however, of its bill with those of that tribe, the simi- 
Jarity is by no means sufficient to iustifv this arrange- 
ment ; and its manners are altogetner different. I can 
find no genus to which it makes so near an approach, 
both in the structure of the bill and in food, flight, and 
manners, as those of the stare ; with which, following 
my judicious friend Mr Bartram, I have accordingly 
placed it. To the European, the perusal of the fore- 
going pages will be sufficient to satisfy him of their 
flimiknty of manner. For the satisfaction of those 
who are unacquainted with the common. &tarUn% <^C 
Europe, I shall select a few &ketc\i«& oi \\a <^icax:^%^> 
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from the latest and most accurate publication Ihaie 
seen from that quarter.* Speaking of the stare^ jQT 
starlings, this writer observes, *' In the winter seaaoii, 
these birds fly in vast flocks, and may be known ata 
great distance by their whirling mode of flighty whi<^ ' 
Bufibu compares to a sort of vortex, in which the 
collective body performs an uniform circular revolution^ 
and, at the same time, continues to make a progressive 
advance. The evening is the time when the stares 
assemble in the greatest numbers, and betake themselves 
to the fens and marshes, where they roost among the 
reeds : they chatter much in the evening and morning, 
both when they assemble and disperse. So attached 
are they to society, that they not only join those of 
their own species, but also birds of a different kind; 
and are frequently seen in company with redwii^ 
(a species oi thrush,) fieldfares, and even with crow% 
jackdaws, and pigeons. Their principal food oonsisti 
of worms, snails, and caterpillars ; tney likewise eat 
various kinds of grain, seeds, and berries." He adds^ 
that, '' in a confined state, they are very docile, and 
may easily be taught to repeat short phrases, or whistle 
tunes with great exactness." 

The red-winged starling is nine inches long, and 
fourteen inches in extent; the general colour is a 
glossy black, with the exception of the whole lesser 
wing-coverts, the first, or lower row of which is of 
a reddish cream colour, the rest a rich and splendid 
scarlet; legs and bill, glossy brownish black; irides, 
hazel ; bill, cylindrical above, compressed at the sides, 
straight, running considerably up the forehead, where 
it is prominent, rounding and flattish towards the tip, 
though sharp-pointed; tongue, nearly as long as the 
biU, taperiDg and lacerated at the end ; tail, rounded, 
the two middle feathers also somewhat shorter than 
those immediately adjoining. 

The female is seven inches and a quarter in length, 
and twelve inches in extent; chin, a pale reddish 

• Bewick's BriHah JBirds, ipwt \, ^. \\^^w«tt!^^^»». 
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tuream; from the nostril over the eye, and from the 
lower mandible, run two stripes of tne same, speckled 
with blade ; from the posterior angle of the eye back- 
wards, a streak of brownish black covers the auriculars ; 
throat^ and whole lower parts, thickly streaked with 
blade and white, the latter inclining to cream «on the 
breast; whole plumage above, black, each feather 
bordered with pale brown, white, or bay, giving the 
bird a very mottled appearance; lesser coverts, the 
same ; bill and legs as in the male. 

The young birds at first greatly resemble the female ; 
.but have the plumage more broadly skirted with brown. 
.The red early shews itself on the lesser wing-coverts 
of the males, at first pale, inclining to orange, and 
partially disposed. The brown continues to skirt the 
black plumage for a year or two, so that it is rare to 
find an old male altogether destitute of some remains 
of it ; but the red is generally complete in breadth and 
brilliancy by the succeeding spring. The females are 
entirely destitute of that ornament. 

The flesh of these birds is but little esteemed, being, 
in general, black, dry, and tough. Strings of them 
are, however, frequently seen exposed for sale in our 
markets. 



SUBGENUS IV. — EMSEMIZOIDES. 
64. ICTERUS PECOmS, TEMM. — EMBERIZA PECORIS, WILSON. 

COW BUNTING. * 
WILSON, PLATE XVIII. FIG. I. MALE — FIG. II. FEMALE. 

There is one strikinsp peculiarity in the works of 
the great Creator, which becomes more amazing the 

* The American cuckoo {cuculus Carolinensis) is by many 
people called the cow bird, from the sound of its notes resembling 
the words cow^ cow. This bird builds its own nest very artlessly 
in a cedar, or an apple-tree, and lays four greenish blue e^%%<)^\a!i^ 
it hatches, aadrean ita yojmg wita great tendeTuess. 
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more we reflect on it ; namely, that he has fbi 
species of animals so minute, or obscure, that 
invested with certain powers and peculiarities^ 
outward conformation, and internal fiicultiea, 
suited to their pursuits, sufficient to distingnii 
Irom all others; and forming for them a d 
solely and exclusively their own. This is part: 
so among the feathered race. If there be a 
where these characteristic features are not evi 
is owing to our want of observation; to <n 
intercourse with that particular tribe ; or to il 
tempt for inferior animals, and all their hi 
which is but too general, and which bespeaks a 
unfeeUng, and unreflecting mind. These neci 
are often surprising, always instructive wQam 
stood, and, (as in the subject of our present c 
at least amusing, and worthy of being further 
gated. 

The most remarkable trait in the charactei 
species is, the unaccountable practice it has of c 
its eggs into the nests of other birds, instead of 
and hatching for itself; and thus entirely aba 
its progeny to the care and mercy of strangers 
than two thousand years ago, it was well ko 
those countries where the bird inhabits, that thi 
of Europe (cuculus canorus) never built hersel 
but dropt her eggs in the nests of other bir 
among the thousands of different* species tha 
over that and other parts of the globe, no other 
of the same uniform habit has been found to ex 
discovered in the bird now before us. Of the i 
the former there is no doubt; it is known 1 
schoolboy in Britain ; of the truth of the lat( 
myself speak with confidence, from personal ob» 
and from the testimony of gentlemen, unk 
each other, residing in different and distant 
the United States. The circumstances by 
became first acquainted with this peculiar liab 
bird are as follows : — 
I had, in numeroxia V5\&\a.tkfi«&^ iwwA va.^ 
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thvee or four particular q>ecies of bird% one e^, much 
:luv«r, and dmerentiy marked from those hesiae it; I 
luM remarked, that Uiese odd-lookiug eg& were all of 
the aame ccdour, and marked nearly in the same man- 
ner, in whateyer nest they lay ; though frequently the 
ens beside them were of a quite dif^rent tint ; and I 
mSi riso been told, in a vague way, that the cow bird 
•kdd in other birds' nests. At length I detected the 
teiale of this very bird in the nest of the red-eyed 
'flycatcher, which nest is very small, and very singularly 
ooDBtmcted; suspecting her purpose, I cautiously with- 
draw without disturbing her ; and had the satisfaction 
-to find, <m my return, that the egg which she had just 
dropt corresponded as nearly as eggs of the same species 
vmally do, in its siae, tint, and markings, to those for- 
meriy taken notice of. Since that time, I have found 
the young cow bunting, in many instances, in the nests 
of one or other of these small birds ; I have seen these 
last followed by the young cow bird calling out cla- 
moroiisly for food, and often engaged in feeding it; 
*md I have now, in a cage before me, a very fine otie, 
which, six months ago, I took from the nest of the 
Haryland yellow-throat. I claim, however, no merit 
for a discovery not originally my own, these singular 
ludbits having long been known to people of observation 
TesideDt in the country, whose information, in this case, 
Ims preceded that of all our school philosophers and 
doaet naturalists, to whom the matter has till now 
been totally unknown. 

About the 25th of March, or early in April, the cow- 
pen Inrd makes his first apjpearance in Pennsylvania 
mm the south, sometimes m company with the red- 
wineed blackbird, more frequently in detached parties, 
rtatmg early in the morning, an hour at a time, on the 
tope of trees near streams of water, appearing solitary, 
euent, and fatigued. They continue to be occasionally 
eeen, in small solitary parties, particularly along creeks 
ottd banks of rivers, so late as the middle of June ; after 
which we see no more of them until about the be^in- 
wdagr or auddle id October, when they t«a.^i^«x miB»J^ 
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larger flocks, generally aeeompaaied bj juaahmm if 
tihie redwingv ; between wbcwK and the preseiit npeciw 
there is « considerable similarity of maimersy diahsti 
and personal resemblanoe. In these nerial ▼ oy i y i ^ 
like other exjperieneed nainffators, tiieytaka adfanfip 
of the direction of the wind; and always set oat mSk 
a fiiYoarable ^fale. My venerable and obseiriDf Mm^ 
Me Bartram, writes me, on the IStib of OetobJBL js 
follows :— ^ The day before yeiiterdl^, at the hajlit 
of -the northeast storm, prodigious nombera ol the 
cow-pen birds came^by ns, in several flights of 
thousands in a flock ; many of them settLedm tn 
the garden to rest themselves^ and then resomed: 
voyage southward. There were a few of their 
the rodwings, with them. We shot three,, 
two females." 

From the early period at which these birds 
•the spring, it is higMy probable diat theiv mi^ 
extend very far north. Those which pass in the 
of March and April can have no opportunity ei depojfr 
ting their eggs here, there bein? not more than one.«r 
two of our small birds which build so early. Thois 
that pass in May and June are frequently observii 
loitering singly about solitary thickets, reoonnoitriag^ 
no doubt, for proper nurses, to whose care they mqr 
commit the hatching of tlfeir eggs, and the rearing il 
their helpless orphans. Among the birds sdleotediHr 
this duty are the following, all of which are desoriksi 
in this work : — the bluebird, which builds in. a hsUtV 
tree; the chipping sparrow, in a cedar bosh; Iks 
golden-crowned thrush, on the ground, in the shap^^i 
an oven ; the red-eyed flycatcher, a neat pensile Ji«i 
•hung by the two upper edges on a small napliwg, sr 
drooping branch ; tne yellow-bird, in the fo«^ ol m 
alder ; uie Maryland yellow-throaty on the gromidy ii 
the roots of brier bushes ; the white-eyed flycatdMr,s 
pensile nest on the bending of a smilax vine ; and tti 
small blae-ffray flycatcher, also a pensile nest, fmktmd 
to the slender twigs of a.tc«e)«oini^>a!i&»&^<CubWiijrt 
0/^% or sixty i^ twn t\tfi f^cwn^ t:t«it% «si 
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ioubt, otliers to whom the same charge is committed ; 
but all these I haye myself met with acting in that 
capacity. 

Among these, the yellow-throat and the red-eyed 
Brcatcher appear to be particular favourites ; and the 
kindness and affectionate attention which these two 
Little birds seem to pay to their nurslings, fuUy justify 
the partiality of the parents. 

It is well known to those who have paid attention 
to the manners of birds, that, after their nest is fully 
fiilished, a day or two generally elapses before the 
female begins to lay. This delay is in most cases 
Qocessary to give firmness to the yet damp materials, 
ind allow them time to dry. In this state it is some^ 
^es met with, and laid in by the cow bunting ; the 
*e8iilt of which I have invariably found to be the 
lesertion of the nest by its rightful owner, and the 
consequent loss of the egg thus dropt in it by the 
ntruder. But when the owner herself has begun to 
ay, and there are one or more eggs in the nest before 
he cow bunting deposits hers, the attachment of the 
proprietor is secured, and remains unshaken until in- 
labation is fully performed, and the little stranger is 
ible to provide for itself. 

The well known practice of the young cuckoo of 
Europe in turning out all the eggs and young which it 
eels around it, almost as soon as it is hatched, has been 
letailed in a very satisfactory and amusing manner, by 
.be amiable Dr Jcnner,* who has since risen to immortal 
^lebrity, in a much nobler pursuit; and to whose 
renius and humanity the whole human race are under 
syerlasting obligations. In our cow bunting, though 
lo such habit has been observed, yet still there is some- 
:hing mysterious in the disappearance of the nurse's own 
iggs soon affcer the foundling is hatched, which happens 
"e^dlarly before all the rest. From twelve to fourteen ' 
lays is the usual time of incubation with our small 
rirds ; but, although I cannot exactly fix the precise period 

♦ See I>hiU)8ophicdL 7Vansac«t<ma fox nSb,T?M\.W. 
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reqmsite for the egg of the cow banting, I thitik 
say almost positiyely, that it is a day or two les 
the shortest of the above mentioned spaces. I 
singolar circumstance we see a striking* provia 
the Deity; for, did this egg require a day or two 
instead of so much less, than those among whiob 
been dropt, the young it contained would ia 
instance inevitably perish; and thus in a few 
the whole species miist become extinct. O 
first appearance of the young cow bunting, the ] 
being n^uently obliged to leave the nest to p 
sustenance for the foundling, the business of inon 
is thus necessarily interrupted ; the disposition t 
tinue it abates ; nature has now given a new dii 
to the zeal of the parent, and the remaining 
within a day or two at most, generally disappea 
some instances, indeed, they have been found i 
ground near, or below, the nest ; but this is rare 
case. 

I have never known more than one egg of th* 
bunting dropt in the same nest. This egg is 
what larger than that of the bluebird, thicldy spr 
with grains of pale brown on a dirty white g^un 
is of a size proportionable to that of the bird. 

So extraordinary and unaccountable is this 
that I have sometimes thought it might not be g 
amonff the whole of this species in every situ 
that the extreme heat of our summers, though sii 
enough for their young, might be too much ti 
comfortable residence of the parents ; that, thei 
in their way to the north, through our climate 
were induced to secure suitable places for their pro| 
and that in the regions where they more general!; 
the summer, they might perhaps build nests for 
selves, and rear their own young, like every 
species around them. On the other hand, wl 
consider that many of them tarry here so late i 
middle of June, dropping th«\r e^^^ from time to 
into every convenient rece^\a«^ft\ >i)aaX.Ya.^jJafe%>» 
Fii^'nia, Maryland, I>e\aw«te,'^^N^ ^«wk^^%^ 
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■jivuin» they vnifonnly retain the same hi^its ; and, 
in short, that in all these places I have never yet seen 
or lieard of their nest; reasoning from these &et8, I 
tliink I may safely conclude, that they never huild one, 
and: that, in those remote northern regions, their manners 
ape the same as we find them here. 

What reason nature may have for this extraordinary 
deriation from her general practice, is, I confess, alto- 
g«tfaer' beyond my comprehension. There is nothing 
siagiilar to he observed in the anatomical stmctnre of 
the bird that would seem to prevent, or render it 
incapable of, incubation. The extreme heat of our 
cliBOAte is probably one reason why, in the months of 
Jolj and August, they are rarely to be seen here. Yet 
ure have many other migratory birds that regularly pass 
tlurou^ Pennsylvania to the* north, leaving a few 
reaideDts behind them ; who, without exception, build 
their own nests and rear their o^ni younff. This part 
of the country also abounds with suitable food, such 
as they usually subsist on. Many conjectures, indeed, 
migkA be formed as to the probable cause ; but all cf 
them, that have occurred to me, are unsatisfactory and 
iaoonsifltent. Future, and more numerous observations. 
Blade with care, particularly in those countries where 
thejmoet usually pass the summer, may throw more 
ligkt on this matter; till then we can only rest satisfied 
with the reality of the fact. 

This species winters regularly in the lower parts of 
IffeKth and South Carolina and Georgia; I have also 
met with them near Williamsburg, and in several other 
parts of Virginia. In January, 1809, I observed strings 
of, thmn for sale in the market of Charleston, South 
4]yiir>ftliiiii. They often frequent com and rice fields, in 
omapany with uieir cousins, as Mr Bartram calls them, 
the red-winged blackbirds; but are more commonly 
found accompanying the cattle, feeding on the seeds, 
vironns, &c. which they pick up amongst the fodder and 
from the excrements of the cattle, which th«^ %ct«&xS&., 
up for this purpose. Hence they have pretty ^ei^i:i)&:^ 
obtained the name of cow-pen birdsy cow birds, ot cov» 
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blackbirds. By the naturalists of Europe ihey hinre 
hitherto been classed with the finches ; tooagfa inpio- 
perly, as they have no family resemblaiice to that tribe 
sufficient to justify that arrangement. If we are to W 
directed by the conformation of their bill, nostrik, 
tongue, and claws, we cannot hesitate a moment in 
classing them with the red-winged blackbirds, oriohu 
pJueniceus ; not, however, as orioles^ but as buntmgs, 
or some new intermediate genus ; the notes or dialect 
of the cow bunting and those of the red^-ings, as well 
as some other peculiarities of voice and gesticulation, 
being strikingly similar. 

Respecting this extraordinary bird, I have received 
communications from various quarters, aU corroborative 
of the foregoing particulars. Among these is a letter 
from Dr Potter of Baltimore, which, as it contaias 
some new and interesting facts, and several amosiw 
incidents, illustrative of the character of the bird, 1 
shall with plcsusure lay before the reader, apologizing 
to the obliging writer for a few unimportant omissions 
which have been anticipated in the preceding pages. 

" I regret exceedingly that professional avocations 
have put it out of ray power to have replied earlier to 
your favour of the 19th of September ; and although I 
shall not now reflect all the light you desire, a faithful 
transcript from memoranda, noted at the moment of 
observation, may not be altogether uninteresting. 

" The friiujiila pecoris is generally known in Mary- 
land by the name of the cow blackbird ; and none but 
the naturalist view it as a distinct species. It appeara 
about the last of March, or first week in April, though 
sometimes a little earlier when the spring is unusuallj 
forward. It is less punctual in its appearance than 
many other of our migratory birds. 

" It commonly remains with us till about the last of 

October; though unusually cold weather sometimes 

banishes it much earlier. It, however, sometimes 

happens that a tew of tlvem remain with us all winter, 

ana are seen hovering «iA>o\xV. ovtt \i«i\i& vKASaxme>>j«^ 
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rheir straitened for sustenance by snow or hard frost. 
[t is remarkable that in some years I have not been 
ible to discover one of them during^ the months of July 
ind August; when they have suddenly appeared in 
iepteml^r in great numbers. I have noticed this fact 
Iways immediately after a series of very hot weather, 
ind then only. Tne general opinion is, that they then 
■etire to the deep recesses of the shady forest ; but, if 
his had been the fact^ I should probably have dis- 
M>yered them in my rambles in every part of the woods. 
[ think it more likely that they migrate farther north, 
ill they find a temperature more congenial to their 
eelings, or find a richer repast in following the cattle 
a a better pasture.* 

** In autumn, we often find them congregated with 
he marsh blackbirds, committing their common depre- 
lations upon the ears of the Indian corn ; and at other 
easons, the similarity of their pursuits in feeding 
atroduces them into tne same company. I could never 
»hserve that they would keep the company of any 
)ther bird. 

** The cow-pen finch differs, moreover, in another 
espect, from all the birds with which I am acquainted, 
kfter an observance of many years, I could never dis- 
over any thing like pairing^ or a mutual attachment 
tetween the sexes. Even in the season of love, when 

* '* It may not be improper to remark here, that the appearafice 
f this bird in spring is sometimes looked for with anxiety by the 
urmers. If the horned cattle happen to be diseased in sprmg, they 
Msribe it to worms, and consider the pursuit of the oirds as an 
inuring indication of the necessity of medicine. Although this 
hypothesis of the worms infesting the cattle so as to produce much 
lisease is problematical, their superabundance at this season cannot 
te denied The larvae of several species are deposited in the 
'^etables when green, and the cattle are fed on them as fodder 
a winter. This furnishes the principal inducement for the bird 
follow the cattle in spring, when the aperient e£fects of the 
Tetfn grasses evacuates great numbers of worms. At this season 
he pecoris often stuffs its crop with them till it can contain no 
acre. There are several species, but the most iiumeto>a&\% i^ws^aSw 
v}nte one, aunilar to, i£ not the same as, the ^c^y\« oS. >?c»V\«s\^». 
lecles. " 
VOL. I. o 
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other birds are separated into pairs, and occupied ia 
tbe endearing office of providing a receptacle for their 
offspring, the fringillae are seen feeding in odd as well 
as even numbers, nova, one to twenty, and discovering 
no more disposition towards perpetuating their apecies 
than birds of any other species at other 8easoi»> 
excepting a promiscuous concubinage, which pervades 
the whole tribe. When the female separates irom the 
company, her departure is not noticed ; no sallant 
partner accompanies her, nor manifests any solicitude 
m her absence; nor is her return greeted by that ; 
gratulatory tenderness that so eminently characteriies ! 
tbe males of other birds. The male proffers the same 
civilities to any female indiscriminately, and they are 
reciprocated accordingly, without exciting either resent- 
ment or jealousy in any of the party. This want of 
sexual attachment is not inconsistent with the general 
economy of this singular bird ; for, as they are neither 
their own architect, nor nurse of their own younr, the 
degree of attachment that governs others would be 
superfluous. 

" That the fringilla never builds a nest for itself, you 
may assert without the hazard of a refutation. I once 
offered a premium for the nest, and the negroes in the 
neighbourhood brought me a variety of nests; but thej 
were always traced to some other bird. The time ii 
depositing their eggs is from the middle of April to 
the last of May, or nearly so ; corresponding with the 
season of laying observed by the small birds on whose 
property it encroaches. It never deposits but one egz 
in tne same nest, and this is generally after the rigfatral 
tenant begins to deposit hers, but never, I believe, after 
she has commenced the process of incubation. It is 
impossible to say how many thev lay in a seasoiif 
udIcss they could be watched wnen confined in an 
aviary. 

" By a minute attention to a number of these birds 
when they feed in a particular field in the laying 
season, the deportment oi^ \\ift ievsksiXfe, ^\!kfc\v \jMi time 
of laying draws near, Ajecom^^ ^w^vcv:J««Vj voxwe&as^. 
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She deserts her associates, assumes a drooping^ sickly 
aspect, and perches upon some eminence where she can 
reconnoitre the operations of other hirds in the process 
of nidification. If a discoTery suitable to her purpose 
cannot be made irom her stand, she becomes more rest- 
less, and is seen flitting from tree to tree till a place of 
diroosit can be found. I once had an opportunity of 
witnessing a scene of this sort, which I cannot forbear 
to relate. Seeing a female pr3dng into a bunch of 
Imshes in search of a nest, 1 determined to see the 
Msiilt, if practicable ; and, knowing how easily they are 
diseoDcerted by the near approa<;h of man, 1 mounted 
my horse, and proceeded slowly, sometimes seeing and 
sometimes losing sight of her, till I had travelled 
nearly two miles alonff the margin of a creek. She 
entered every thick place, prying with the strictest 
scmtiBy into places where the sm^l birds usually build, 
and at last darted suddenly into a thick copse of alders 
and hriers, where she remained five or six minutes, 
when she returned, soaring above the underwood, and 
returned to the company she had left feeding in the 
field. Upon entering the covert, I found the nest of a 
yellow-throat, with an egg of each. Knowing the 
precise time of deposit, I noted the spot and date, with 
» view of determming a question of importance, the 
time required to hatch the egg of the cow bird, which 
i supposed to commence from the time of the yellow- 
iliroat's laying the last egg, A few days after, the 
nest was removed, I knew not how, and I was disap- 
pointed. In the progress of the cow bird along tne 
creek's side, she entered the thick boughs of a small 
oedar, and returned several times before she could 
prevail on herself to quit the place ; and, upon exami- 
nation, I found a sparrow sitting on its nest, on which 
she no doubt would have stolen in the absence of the 
owner. It is, I believe, certain, that the cow-pen finch 
never makes a forcible entry upon the premises, bj 
attaddng other birds, and ejecting them from their 
rightful tenements, although they are alL^ i^«tlA?i^^> 
infetiar in strength, except the XAxxf^o^x^^ y«\A.^> 
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although of a mild as well as affectionate dispontioiy 
makes a yigorous resistance when assaulted. like: 
most other tyrants and thieves, they are cowardly, 
and accomplish hy stealth what they cannot ohtauthy 
force. 

'^ The deportment of the yeUow-throat on this occa- 
sion is not to be omitted. Sne returned while I waited; 
near the spot, and darted into her nest, but returned 
immediately, and perched upon a bough near the place, 
remained a minute or two, and entered it again, 
returned, and disappeared. In ten minutes she retined 
with the male. They chattered with great agitatioa* 
for half an hour, seeming to participate in the affinmt, 
and then left the place. I believe all the birds thus 
intruded on manifest more or less concern at finding 
the egg of a stranger in their own nests. Among 
these, the sparrow is particularly punctilious ; for she 
sometimes chirps her complaints for a day or two, and 
often deserts the premises altogether, even after she 
has deposited one or more eggs. The following aneo- 
dote win shew not only that the cow-pen finch insinuates 
herself slyly into the nests of other birds, but that even 
the most pacific of them will resent the insult: A 
bluebird had built for three successive seasons in the 
cavity of a mulberry tree near my dwelling. One day, 
when the nest was nearly finished, I discovered a female 
cow bird perched upon a fence stake near it, with her 
eyes apparently fixed upon the spot, while the builder 
was busy in adjusting her nest. The moment she left 
it, the intruder darted into it, and, in five minutes, 
returned, and sailed ofi* to her companions with seeming 
delight, which she expressed by her gestures and notes. 
The bluebird soon returned, and entered the nest, 
but instantaneously fluttered back with much apparent 
hesitation, and perched upon the highest branch of the 
tree, uttering a rapidly repeated note of complaint and 
resentment, which soon brought the male, who recipro- 
cated her feelings by every demonstration of the most 
Vindictive resentment. They ^wter^d the nest together, 
and returned several times, \xU«t\ii^V)aK«\s5fl»x^\i?^ 
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eooqilaixiis -for ten or fifteen minutes. The male then 
Waited away to the neighbonring trees, as if in quest 
ol ike -offender, and fell upon a cat-bird, which he 
ohastiuBed seyerely, and then returned to an innocent 
sparrow that was chanting its dittj in a peach tree, 
libtwithstanding the afiront was so passionately re- 
aentedy I found the bluebird had laid an egg the next 
day. Perhaps a tenant less attached to a favourite 

rt would hare acted more fiistidiously, by deserting 
premises altogether. In this instance, also, I 
determined to watch the occurrences that were to 
ioUoWf but) on one of my morning visits, I found the 
oommon enemy of the eggs and young of all the small 
Inrds had despoiled the nest, — a coluber was found 
ooiled in the hollow, and the eggs sucked. 
- ** Agreeably to my observation, all the young birds 
destined to cherish the young cow bird are of a mild 
and affectionate disposition ; and it is not less remark- 
able, that they are all smaller than the intruder ; the 
bluebird is the only one nearly as large. This is a 
good natnred mild creature, although it makes a vigo- 
vons defence when assaulted. The yellow-throat, the 
sparrow, the goldfinch, the indigo-bird, and the blue- 
lord, are the only birds in whose nests I have found the 
eggs or the young of the cow-pen finch, though doubt- 
lets there are some others. 

' ^ What becomes of the eggs or young of the pro- 
prietor? This is the most interesting question that 
appertains to this subject. There must be some special 
law of nature which determines that the young of the 
proprietors are never to be found tenants in common 
wiw the young cow bird. I shall offer the result of 
my own experience on this point, and leave it to you 
and others, better versed m the mysteries of nature 
tlian I am, to draw your own conclusions. Whatever 
theory may be adopted, the fiu;ts must remain the same. 
Having discovered a sparrow's nest with five eggs, 
liMir and one, and the sparrow sitting, I watched the 
nest daily. The egg ot the cow bird occ\im<«dL 1\!l<^ 
eeatre, and those of the sparrow were "^x&i^^Ql «.\!l\2^& 
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up the sides of the nest. Five dayn after the dise^Terj, 
I perceived the shell of the finch's egg broken, and III 
next the hird was hatched. The sparrow retoDMi 
while I was near the nest, with her month foil of food, 
with which she fed the young cow hird, with ertrj 
possible mark of affection, and discovered the nsnil 
concern at my approach. On the succeeding day only 
two of the sparrow's eggs remained, and the next day 
there were none. I sought in vain for them on the 
ground, and in every direction. 

<< Having found the eggs of the cow bird in the nett 
of a yellow-throat, I repeated my observations. The 
process of incubation nad c<Hnmenoed, and, on the 
seventh day from the discovery, I found a young oow 
bird that had been hatched during my absence oi 
twenty-four hours, all the eggs of the proprietor r^ 
maining. I had not an opportunity of visiting the nest 
for three days, and, on my return, there was only ooe 
egg remaining, and that rotten. The yellow-thrott 
attended the young interloper with the same apparent 
care and affection as if it had been its own offspring. 

" The next year my first discovery was in a blue- 
bird's nest, built in a hollow stump. The nest con- 
tained six eggs, and the process of incubation was going 
on. Three or four days after my first visit, I found a 
young cow bird, and three eggs remaining. I took the 
eggs out ; two contained young birds, apparently come 
to their full time, and the other was rotten. I found 
one of the other eggs on the ground at the foot of tbe 
stump, differing in no respect from those in the nest, 
no si<vns of life being discoverable in either. 

*' Soon after this, I found a goldfinch's nest with one 
egg of each only, and I attended it carefully till tbe 
usual complement of the owner were laid. Beinr 
obliged to leave home, I could not ascertain preoinely 
when the process of incubation commenced ; but from 
my reckoning, I think the egg of the cow bird most 
have been hatched in nine or ten days from the con- 
njeDcement of incubation. Oti tol"^ T^\»r«i^\^wK^%.>4iA 
young cow bird occupying neiwrVy V^i^^VfJSft ^e^inX^^a^ 
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ttm iPdster mother as attentiye to it as she could have 
been to her own. I ought to acknowledge here, 
^at» in none of these instances, could I ascertain ez- 
aetlj the time required to hatch the cow bird's eggs ; 
«nd that of course none of them are decisive ; but is it 
not strange that the egg of the intruder should be so 
uniformly the first hatched? The idea of the egg 
being* larger, and therefore from its own gravity finding 
the centre of the nest, is not sufficient to explain 
the phenomenon ; for in this situation the other eggs 
would be proportionably elevated at the sides, and 
therefore receive as much or more warmth from the 
body of the incumbent than the other.* This principle 
would scarcely apply to the eggs of the bluebird, for 
they are nearly of the same size ; if there be any dif- 
ference, it would be in favour of the eggs of the builder 
ef the nest. How do the eggs get out of the nest ? 
Is it by the size and nestling of the young cow bird ? 
This cannot always be the case ; because, in the instance 
^f the bluebird's nest in the hollow stump, the cavity 
was a foot deep, the nest at the bottom, and the ascent 
perpendicular; nevertheless, the eggs were removed, 
although filled with young ones; moreover, a youn? 
oow-pen finch is as helpless as any other young bird, 
and so far from having the power of ejecting others 
from the nest, or even the eggs, that they are sometimes 
found on the ground under the nest, especially when 
tho nest happens to be very small. I will not assert 
that the eggs of the builder of the nest are never 
hatched ; but I can assert, that I have never been able 
to find one instance to prove the affirmative. If all 
the eggs of both birds were to be hatched, in some cases 
the nest would not hold half of them; for instance, 
those of the sparrow, or yellow-bird. I will not assert, 
that the supposititious esg is brought to perfection in 
less time than those of the bird to which the nest 

* The ingenious writer seems not to be aware tbat almost all 
Mrds are in the habit, while sitting, of changing the em from the 
itre to the circumference, and vice tersa^ tlAt iU <a tWto. i&a^ 
m MB eqtul abate of wonnth. 
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belongs ; but irom the fiicts stated, I am iodinedte aiofl 
such an opinion. How are the eggs removed afker taa 
accouchement of the spurious occupant ? By the pt^ 
prietor of the nest unquestionably; for this is oontis- 
tent with the rest of her economy. After the power of 
hatching them is taken away by her attention to the 
younff stranger, the eggs would be only an encumbrance^ 
and tnerefore instinct prompts her to remoye them* I 
might add, that I have sometimes found the eggs of the 
sparrow, in which were unmatured younff ones» lying 
near the nest, containing a cow bird, and thereibn 1 
cannot resist this conclusion. Would the foster parent 
feed two species of young at the same time ? I beliefe 
not. I have never seen an instance of any bird feediig 
the young of another, unless immediately after losing 
her own. I should think the soot^4ooking straagtr 
would scarcely interest a mother while the cries of her 
own offspring, always intelligible, were to be hesrd. 
Should such a competition ever take place, I judge the 
stranger would be the sufferer, and probably the species 
soon become extinct. Why the lex natures conservatrix 
should decide in favour of the surreptitious progeny is 
not for me to determine. 

" As to the vocal powers of this bird, I believe its 
pretensions are very humble, none of its notes deserving 
the epithet musical. The sort of simple cackling ooaif 
plaint it utters at being disturbed, constitutes also the 
expression of its pleasure at finding its companions, 
varying only in a more rapidly repeated monotony. 
The deportment of the male during his promiscuous 
intercourse with the other sex, resembles much tfi'at of 
a pigeon in the same situation. He uses nearly the 
same gestures ; and by attentively listening", you will 
hear a low, guttural sort of muttering, which is the 
most agreeable of his notes, and not unlike the cooing 
of a pigeon. 

" This, sir, is the amount of my information on this 

subject; and is no more than a transcript from my 

notes made several years ago. For ten years past, 

since I have lived in this city^masi^ oiVJsi^\m^x^"«asso^<s£ 
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re kave been effaced, and artificial ideas have occu- 
their places. The pleasure I formerly received Id 
ing and exanuning the objects of nature, are, how- 
» not entirely forgotten ; and those which remain^ 
ey can interest you, are entirely at your service. 
I the sincerest wishes for the success of your useful 
u^uous undertaking, — I am, dear sir, yours, very 
jctfully, Nathaniel J^otter." 

I the above very interesting detail, I shall add the 
wing recent fact, which fell under my own observa- 
and conclude my account of this singular species, 
the month of Jiuy last, I took from the nest of the 
rland yellow-throat, which was built among the dry 
8 at the root of a brier bnsh, a young male cow 
ing, which filled and occupied the whole nest. I 
ireviously watched the motions of the foster parents 
lore than an hour, in order to ascertain whether 
nore of their young were lurking about or not ; 
ras fiilly satisfied that there were none. They had, 
probability, perished in the manner before men- 
d. I took this bird hove with me, and placed it 
le same cage with a red-bird (loxia cardinalis^^ 
at first, and for several minutes after, examined it 
iy, and seemingly with great curiosity. It soon 
ae clamorous for food, and, from that moment, the 
Lrd seemed to adopt it as his own, feeding it with 
e assiduity and tenderness of the most affectionate 
« When he found that the grasshopper which he 
•rought it was too large for it to swallow, he took 
isect from it, broke it in small portions, chewed 
a little to soften them, and, with all the gentleness 
lelicacy imaginable, put them separately into its 
h. He often spent several minutes in looking 
d examining it all over, and in picking off any 
;les of dirt that he observed on its plumage. In 
ing and encouraging it to learn to eat of itself, he 
reminded me of the lines of Ooldsmith, 

He tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
AJJundto ** favorite food^' andVidtlbi^^v}* 
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This COW bird is now six months old, is in coanlill 

Samagre, and repays the affectionate sendees m Ui 
ster parent with a frequent display of all the mntifat 
talents with which nature has gifted him. These, it 
must be confessed, are far from being ravishing; yet, 
for their singularity, are worthy of notice. He spreads 
his wings, sweUs his body into a globular form, bristling 
every reathcr in the manner of a turkey cock, an^ 
with great seeming difficulty, utters a few low, splntte^ 
ing notes, as if proceeding from his belly ; always, on 
these occasions, strutting m front of the spectat^^r with 
great consequential affectation. 

To see the red-bird, who is himself so excellent t 
performer, silently listening to all this gattural spliitter» 
reminds me of the great Handel contemplating a wretched 
catgut scraper. Perhaps, however, these may be meant 
for the notes of love ana gratitude^ which are sweets to 
the ear, and dearer to tbe heart, than all the artificial 
solos or concertos on this side heaven. 

The length of this species is seven inches, breadth 
eleven inches ; the head and neck b of a very deep silky 
drab ; the upper part of the breast a dark changeabie 
violet ; the rest of the bird is black, with a considerable 
gloss of green when exposed to a good light ; the form 
of the bill is evidently that of an emberiza ; the tail is 
slightly forked ; legs and claws, glossy black, strong and 
muscular; iris of the eye, dark hazel. Catesby says of 
this bird, *' it is all over of a brown colour, and some- 
thing lighter below;" a description that applies only 
to the female, and has been repeated, in nearly the same 
words, by almost all succeeding ornithologists. The 
young male birds are at first altogether brown, and, for 
a mouth, or more, are naked of feathers round the eye 
and mouth ; the breast is also spotted like that of a 
thrush, with light drab and darker streaks. In about 
two months after they leave the nest, the black com- 
mences at the shoulders of the wings, and gradually 
increases along each side, as the young feathers come 
out^ until the bird appears mottled on the back and 
breast with deep b\a<^\L, an^ Yl^\. ^i^. Kx >i««ft 
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iMmihs, the colours of the plumage are complete, and, 
flCKcept in monltiDg^, they are subject to no periodical 
flifeiiige. 



54. icTsnus AQRiTEiririSi bona parte. 
BMBSSixA osreirosA, wilsox. — bice bunting. 

WILMV, PLATE ZII. FIG. I. MALE, IN SPBING : FIG. II. FEMALE. 

This is the boblink of the eastern and northern states, 
and the rice and reed-bird of Pennsylvania and the 
sonthem states. Though small in size, he is not so in 
consequence; his coming is hailed by the sportsman 
irith pleasure; while the careful planter looks upon 
him as a devouring scourge, and worse than a plague 
of locusts. Three good qualities, however, entitle him 
to our notice, particulany as these three are rarely 
found in the same individual, — his plumage is beau- 
tiinl, his song highly musical, and his flesh excellent. I 
might also add, that the immense range of his migrations, 
and the havoc he commits, are not the least interesting 
parts of his history. 

The winter residence of this species I suppose to be 
from Mexico to the mouth of the Amazon, from whence, 
in hosts innumerable, he regularly issues every spring ; 
perhaps to both hemispheres, extending his migrations 
northerly, as far as the Illinois, and the shores of the 
8t Lawrence. Could the fact be ascertained, which 
has been asserted by some writers, that the emigration 
of these birds was altogether unknown in this part of 
the continent, previous to the introduction of rice 
plantations, it would certainly be interesting. Yet, 
why should these migrations reach at least a thousand 
miles beyond those places where rice is now planted ; 
and this, not in occasional excursions, but regularly to 
breed, and rear their young, where rice never was, 
and, probably, never will be cultivated? Their so 
recent arrival on this part of the continent, I believe to 
io he Mhogeiher imaginaryy becauae, t^iO\&^ V)cu^t^ ^ ^x^ 
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not a single grain of rice'culdyated within the* 
States, the country produces an exoherance of fbod^il 
which they are no less fond. Insects of yarious kiniS) 
gruhs, May-flies, and caterpillars, the young ears of 
Indian com, and the seed of the wild oats, or, as it is 
called in Pennsylvania, reeds (the zizahia aquatica of 
Linnaeus,) which grows in prodigious ahuodsuuse aloo^ 
the marshy shores of our lar^ rivers, furnish, not only 
them, hut millions of rail, with a delicious subsistence 
for several weeks. I do not doubt, however, that the 
introduction of rice, but more particuhirly the progresi 
of agriculture, in this part of America, has graafcly 
increased their numbers, by multiplying their sonroM 
of subsistence fifty fold within the same extent of 
country. 

In the month of April, or very early in May, tiie 
rice bunting, male and female, arrive withm the sootiiem 
boundaries of the United States ; and are seen around 
the town of Savannah, in Georgia, about the 4th d 
May, sometimes in separate parties of males and females, 
but more generally promiscuously. They remain there 
but a short time ; and, about the 12th of May, make 
their appearance in the lo>vcr parts of Pennsylvania, as 
they did at Savannah. While here, the males are ex- 
tremely gay and full of song; frequenting meadows, 
newly ploughed fields, sides of creeks, rivers, and watery 
places, feeding on May-flies and caterpillars, of which 
they destroy great quantities. In their passage, how- 
ever, through Virginia, at this season, they do great 
damage to the early wheat and barley, while in its milky 
state. About the 20th of May, they disappear, on their 
way to the north. Nearly at the same time, they 
arrive in the State of New York, spread over the whole 
New England States as far as the river St Lawrence, 
from lake Ontario to the sea ; in all of which places, 
north of Pennsylvania, they remain during the summer, 
building, and rearing their young. The nest is fixed 
in the ground, generally in a field of grass ; the outside 
is composed of dry leaves and coarse ffrass, the inside 
i§ lined with fine staU^Ls oi Oie ^«JIx«,^3uSLVQLCxsQssL\<a:^Si(^ 
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foaiitity. The female lays Ave eggs, of a bluish white, 
marked with numerous irregular spots of blackish 
bn>wii. The soug of the male, while the female is 
sitting, is siugular, and very agreeable. Mounting and 
hoyering on wing, at a small height above the field, he 
chants out such a jingling medley of short Tariable 
DOtes, uttered with such seeming confusion and rapi- 
dity, and continued for a considerable time, that it 
iqppears as if half a dozen birds of different kind§ were' 
all singing tog^ether. Some idea may be formed of tins' 
song by striking the high keys of a piano-forte at. 
random, singly, and quickly, making as many sudden 
contrasts of high and low notes as possible. Many of 
the tones are, in themselves, charming ; but they suc- 
ceed each other so rapidly that the ear can hardly 
separate them. Nevertheless the general effect is good ; 
and, when ten or twelve are all singing on the same 
tree, the concert is singularly pleasing. I kept one of 
these birds for a long time, to observe its change of 
colotur. During the whole of April, May, and June, it 
sang almost continually. In the month of June, \he 
colour of the male begins to change, gradually assinuU 
lating to that of the female, and, before the beginning 
of August, it is difficult to distinguish the one from the 
other. At this time, also, the yoimg birds are so much 
Uke the female, or rather like both parents, and the 
males so different in appearance from what they were 
in spring, that thousands of people in Pennsylvania, 
to :tais day, persist in believing them to be a different 
species altogether; while others allow them, indeed, 
to be the same, but confidently assert that they are all 
females— ^ none but females, according to them, return-- 
ing in the feU ; what becomes of the males they are 
totally at a loss to conceive. Even Mr Mark Catesby, 
who resided for years in the country they inhabit, and 
who, as he. himself informs us, examined by dissection 
great numbers of them in the fall, and repeated his 
experiment the succeeding year, lest he* ^VvovM. Vw^* 
hem mistaken, declares that lae \xtu£oTis\\^ iowTA^^ssL 
ie be. imudea. These assertions wiu«.\. ^^v^wt ^^-'^^ 
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the inhabitants of the eastern States, to whom tke dtaofji 
of pluma^ in these birds is familiar, as it passes imme- 
diately under their eye ; and also to those who, like 
mysen, have kept them in cages, and witnessed tiieir 
mdual change of colour. That accurate obserrer, Bfr 
William Bartram, appears, firom the following extract 
to have taken notice of, or at least suspected, tlus change 
of colour in these birds, more than forty years i^ 
" Being in Charleston," says he, ** in the mondi of 
Jane, I observed a cage full of rice birds, that is, of the 
yellow or female colour, who were very merty and 
vociferous, having the same yariable music with the 
pied or nude bird, which I thought extraordinary, and, 
observing it to the gentleman, he assured me that they 
were all of the male kind, taken the preceding spring; 
but had changed their colour, and would be nc^ sprint 
of the colour of the pied, thus changing' colour wil£ 
the seasons of the year. K this is really the case, it 
appears they are both of the same species intermixed^ 
spring and falL" Without, however, implicating the 
veracity of Catesby, who, I have no doubt, believed as 
he wrote, a few words will easily explain why he was 
deceived : Tho internal organization of undomesticated 
birds, of all kinds, undergoes a remarkable change every 
spring and summer ; and those who wish to ascertain 
this point by dissection will do well to remember, that 
in tliis bird those parts that characterize the male are, 
in autumn, no lar^^er than the smallest pin's head, and 
in young birds of the first year can scarcely be dis- 
covered ; though in spring their magnitude in each is 
at least one hundred times greater. To an nnacquaint- 
ance with this extraordinary circumstance, I am per> 
suaded, has been omng the mistake of Mr Catesby, 
that the females only return in the fall ; for the same 
opinion I long entertained myself, till a more particular 
examination shewed me the source of my mistake. 
Since that, I have opened and examined many hundreds 
of these birds, in the months of September and October, 
and, on the whole, have found about as many males as 
feinales among them. TYie \aXVAt \na.^ \)«i ^va^L\\v^iv»ScAil 
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;he former by beingf of a rather more staining 
' on the breast and hellj ; it is the same with the 
birds of the first season. 

ing the breeding season, tho^ are dispersed over 
untry ; but, as soon as the young are able to fly, 
Dollect together in great multitudes, and pour 
on the oat fields of New England like a torrent, 
ing the proprietors of a good tithe of their 
it ; but, in return, often supply his table with a 
lelicious dish. From all parts of the north and 
rn regions, they direct their course towards the 
; and, about the middle of August, revisit Penn- 
lia, on their route to winter quarters. For several 
they seem to confine themselves to the fields and 
ds ; but, as soon as the seeds of the reed are ripe, 
'esort to the shores of the Delaware and Schuylkill 
ititudes ; and these places, during the remainder 
eir stay, appear to be their grand rendezvous, 
eeds, or wild oats, furnish them with such abun- 

of nutritious food, that in a short time they 
le extremely &t ; and are supposed, by some of 
epicures, to be equal to the famous ortolans of 
pe. Their note at this season is a single chink, 
i heard over-head, with little intermission, from 
ing to night. These are halcyon days for our 
ers of all descriptions, and many a lame and rusty 
»arrel is put in requisition for the sport. The 
t of musketry along the reedy shores of the 
ylkill and Delaware is almost incessant, resembling 
ining fire. The markets of Philadelphia, at th& 
n, exhibit proofs of the prodigious havoc made 
ig these birds ; for almost every stall is ornamented 

strings of reed birds. This sport, however, is 
dered inferior to that of rail shooting, which is 
ed on at the same season and places, with equal 
:hter. Of this, as weU as of the rail itself, we shall 
a particular account in its proper place, 
hatever apology the people of tne eastern and 
lern States may have for the devastation thev 
id among the rice and reed \>ird&, V)da ^^\isss<^~ 



224 ICTEfiUS AGRIPENiriS. 

vanians — at least those liying in this part of it— hift 
little to plead in justification, but the pleasore •( 
destruction, or the savoury dish they furnish their, 
tables with ; for ihih oat harvest is generally secured 
before the great body of these birds arrive, tne Induui 
corn too ripe and hard, and the reeds seem to engrov 
all their attention. But in the States south of Mary^ 
land, the harvest of early wheat and barley in spring, 
and the numerous plantations of rice in fall, soffer 
severely. Early in October, or as soon as the nights 
begin to set in cold, they disappear from Pennsylvania, 
directing their course to the south. At this time they 
swarm among the rice fields ; and appear in the Isknd 
of Cuba in immense numbers, in search of the same 
delicious grain. About the middle of October, they 
visit the Island of Jamaica in equal numbers, where 
they are called butter birds. They feed on the seed of 
the Guinea grass, and are also in high esteem there for 
the table.* 

Thus it appears, that the regions north of the fortieth 
degree of latitude, are the breeding places of these 
birds; that their migrations northerly are performed 
from March to May, and their return southerly from 
August to November ; their precise winter quarters, or 
farthest retreat southerly, is not exactly known. 

The rice bunting is seven inches and a half long, and 
eleven and a half in extent ; his spring dress is as 
follows: — Upper part of the head, wings, tail, and 
sides of the neck, and whole lower parts, black ; the 
feathers frequently skirted with brownish yellow, as 
he passes into the colours of the female ; back of 
the head, a cream colour; back, black, seamed with 
brownish yellow ; scapulars, pure white, rump and tail- 
coverts the same ; lower part of the back, bluish 
white ; tail, formed like those of the woodpecker 
genus, and often used in the same manner, being 
thrown in to support it while ascending the stalks of 
the reed ; this habit of throwing in the tail it retains 

* lUimcY^ Hist. Jam. 
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in the csige ; legs, a brownish flesh colour ; hind 
yery long ; bill, a bluish horn colour ; eye, haaeL 
e month of June this plumage gradually changes 
brownish yellow, like that of tne female, which 
he back streaked with brownish black; whole 
r parts, dull yellow ; bill, reddish flesh colour ; 1^ 
yes as in the male. The young birds retain the 
of the female until the early part of the succeed* 
pring; the plumage of the female undergoes na 
rial change of colour. 

GENUS X QUISCALUS, ViBlLL. 

56. QUiaCALUB FEEMUaiNSUS, BONAPARTE. 
aSACULA FKRBUaiNSA, WILS. 
&USTT GAAKLE. 
[LSOK, PLATE XXI. FIG. UI. — ADULT MALE IK SPBIKG. 

IRE is a single species described by one of the 
judicious naturalists of Great Britain no less than 
lifferent times I -^ the greater part of these de»> 
ons is copied by succeeding naturalists, whose 
lymes it is unnecessary to repeat : so great is the 
iiainty in judging, from a mere examination of 
dried or stuflfed skins, of the particular tribes of 
, many of which, for several years, are constantly 
Qg in the colours of their plumage, and, at different 
Ds, or different ages, assuming new and very dif- 
k appearances. Even the size is by no means a 
criterion, the difference in this respect between, 
lale and female of the same species (as in the one 
before us) being sometimes yerj considerable, 
is bird arrives in Pennsylvania, from the north 
in October; associates with the redwings, and, 
len buntings, frequents com fields, and places 
e grasshoppers are plenty; but Indian com, at 
leason, seems to be its principal food« It is a very 
', bird, having only now and then a single note^ or 
We see them o^kausionaSly uelIW. ^JX^yoX ^^ 
./. P ^ 
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middle of November, when they move off to the sontL 
On the 12th of January I overtook g^reat nambers of 
these birds in the woods near Petersburgh, Virsiiui, 
and continued to see occasional parties of them ahmoet 
every day as I advanced southerly, particularly in 
South Carolina, around the rice plantations, where 
they were numerous, feeding about the hog P^ns, and 
wherever Indian corn was to be procured. They also 
extend to a considerable distance westward. €h& the 
5th of March, being on the banks of the Ohio, a few 
miles below the mouth of the Kentucky river, in the 
midst of a heavy snow storm, a flock of these birds 
alighted near the door of the cabin where I had taken 
shelter, several of which I shot, and found their 
stomachs, as usual, crammed with Indian com. Early 
in April they pa^s hastily through Pennsylvania^ on 
their return to the north to breed. 

From the accounts of persons who have resided netr 
Hudson's Bay, it appears that these birds arrive there 
in the beginning of June, as soon as the ground is 
thawed sufficiently for them to procure their food, 
which is said to be worms and maggots ; sing with a 
tine note till the time of incubation, when they hare 
only a chucking noise, till the young take their flight ; 
at which time they resume their song. They build 
their nests in trees, about eight feet from the gronnd, 
tbrming them with moss and grass, and lay Ave eggs of a 
dark colour, spotted with black. It is added, they gather 
in great flocks, and retire southerly in September.* 

The male of this species, when in perfect plumage, 
is nine inches in length, and fourteen in extent ; at a 
small distance appears wholly black ; but on a near ex- 
amination is of a glossy dark green; the irides of the 
eye are silvery, as in those of the purple grakle ; the 
bill is black, nearly of the same form with that of the 
last mentioned species; the lower mandible a little 
rounded, with the edges turned inward, and the upper 
one furnished with a shar^ bony process on the inside. 
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ly like that of the purple species. The toimie i$ 
er, and lacerated at the tip ; legs and feet, olack 
strong; the hind claw the largest; the tail is 
Ay rounded. This is the colour of the male when 
U age ; but three-fourths of these birds^ which we 

with, haFe the whole plumage of the breast, head, 
, and back, tinctured with brown ; every feather 
' skirted with ferruginous ; over the eye is a lifipht 
jf pale brown, below that one of black passmg 
igh the eye. This brownness gradually goes off 
rds spring, for almost all those I shot in the 
lern states were but slightly marked with ferni- 
is. The female is nearly an inch shorter ; head, 

and breast, almost wholly brown; a light line 
the eye ; lores, black ; belly and rump, ash ; upper 
mder tail-coverts, skirted with brown; wiogs, 
, edged with rust colour ; tail, black, glossed with 
I ; legs, feet, and biU, aa in the malcw 
ese birds might easily be domesticated. Several 
[ had winged and kept for some time, became in 
' days quite familiar, seeming to be very easily 
ciled to confinement. 
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PURPLX QRAKLX. 

WILSON, PLATS XXI. PIG. IV. -.-MALX. 

IS noted depredator is well known to every car^ 
rmer of the northern and middle states. About the 
of March the purple grakles visit Pennsylvania 
the south, fly in loose flocks, frequent swamM 
neadows, and follow in the furrows after the 
h ; their food at this season consisting of worms, 
, and caterpillars, of which they destroy prodi- 
numbers, as if to recompense the husbandman 
$hand for the havoc they intend to make among 
ops of Indian corn. Towards evening they retire 
i nearest cedars and pine trees to roost« making a 
lual cbattensxg as they fly vloi^^.. Oii^^ ^»!SL^^^» 
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of these trees they generally huild their nests in com- 
pany, aboat the beginning or middle of April; some- 
times ten or fifteen nests being on the same tree. One 
of these nests, taken from a high pine tree, is now 
before me. It measures full five inches in diameter 
within, and four in depth ; is composed outwardly of 
mud, mixed with long stalks and roots of a knotty 
kiud of grass, and lined with fiue bent and horse hair. 
The eggs are five, of a bluish oliye colour, marked with 
large spots and straggling streaks of black and darit 
browD, also with others of a fainter tinge. They rarely 
produce more than one brood in a season. 

The trees where these birds build are often at no 
great distance from the farm house, and overlook the 
plantations. From thence they issue, in all directioiis, 
and with as much confidence, to make their daily de* 
predations among the surrounding fields, as if the whole 
were intended for their use alone. Their chief atten- 
tion, however, is directed to the Indian com in all its 
progressive stages. As soon as the infant blade of tins 
grain begins to make its appearance above ground, the 
grakles hail the welcome signal with screams of peculiar 
satisfaction, and, without waiting for a formal invita- 
tion from the proprietor, descend on the fields and 
begin to poll up and regale themselves on the seed, 
scattering the green blades around. While thus eagerly 
employed, the vengeance of the gun sometimes over- 
takes them ; but these disasters are soon forgotten, and 
those 



who live to get away. 



Return to steal, another day. 

About the beginning of August, when the young ean 
are in their milky state, they are attacked with redoubled 
eagerness by the grakles and redwings, in formidable 
and combined bodies. They descend hke a blackening, 
sweeping tempest on the com, dig off the external 
covering of twelve or fifteen coats of leaves, as dexte- 
rously as if done by the hand of man, and, having laid 
bare the ear, leave little behind to the farmer but the 
cobs, and shriyeUedskm^,t\i'aX\^\v\^Ti%\^«v!t^3»^^^ 
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fate, I have seen fields of com of many acres, whei;e 
more than one-half was thus ruined. Indeed the 
fiirmers in the immediate vicinity of the rivers Dela- 
ware and Schuylkill, generally allow one-fourth of this 
crop to the blackbirds, among whom our grakle comes 
in for his full share. During these depredations, the 
gun is making great havoc among their numbers, which 
nas no other effect on the survivors than to send them 
to another field, or to another part of the same field. 
Tfaa system of plunder and of retaliation continues 
until November, when, towards the middle of that 
month, they begin to sheer off towards the south. The 
lower parts o£ Virginia, North and South Carolina, 
and Georgia, are the winter residences of these flocks. 
Here numerous bodies, collecting together from all 
anarters of the interior and northern districts, and 
darkening the air with their numbers, sometimes form 
one congregated multitude of many hundred thousands. 
A few miles from the banks of the Roanoke, on the 
20th of January, I met with one of those prodigious 
armies of grakles. They rose from the surrounding 
fields with a noise like thunder, and, descending on the 
length of road before me, covered it and the fences 
completely with black, and when they again rose, and, 
after a few evolutions, descended on the skirts of the 
high timbered woods, at that time destitute of leaves, 
they produced a most singular and striking effect ; the 
whole trees for a considerable extent, from the top to 
the lowest branches, seeming as if hung in moummg; 
their notes and screaming the meanwhile resembling 
the distant sound of a great cataract, but in more 
musical cadence, swelling and dying away on the ear, 
according to the fluctuation of the breeze. In Kentucky^ 
and all along the Mississippi, from its juncture with the 
Ohio to the Balize, I found numbers of these birds, so 
that the purple grakle may be considered as a very 
general innabitant of the territory of the United States. 
Every industrious farmer complains of the mischief 
committed on his com by the croio blacMnrds^^&'Cc^cs 
are asuaUjr called ; though, were tike ««xaib ia«Kaa^ ^^oa^^ 
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as Tidth pigeons, to take them in clap nets, mnltitadf* 
of them might thus be destroyed ; and the products of 
them in market, in some measure, indemnify him for 
their depredations. But they are most numerous and - 
most destructive at a time when the various harvests 
of the husbandman demand all his attention, and all his 
hands to cut, cure, and take in; and so they escape 
with a few sweeps made amon? them by some of toe 
younger boys with the g^n ; and by the gunners from 
the neighbouring towns and villages ; and return from 
their winter quarters, sometimes early in March, to 
renew the like scenes over again. As some consolation, 
however, to the industrious cultivator, I can assure 
him, that were I placed in his situation, I should hesitate 
whether to consider these birds most as friends or 
enemies, as they are particularly destructive to almost 
all the noxious worms, grubs, and caterpillars, that 
infest his fields, which, were they allowed to multiply 
unmolested, would soon consume nine-tenths of all the 
production of his labour, and desolate the country with 
the miseries of famine! Is not this another strikinjr 
proof that the Deity has created nothing in vain ; and 
that it is the duty of man, the lord of the creation, to 
avail himself of their usefulness, and guard apfainst 
their bad effects as securely as possible, without in- 
dulging in the barbarous and even impious wish for 
their utter extermination ? 

The purple grakle is twelve inches long and eighteen 
in extent ; on a slight view, seems wholly black, but 
placed near, in a good light, the whole head, neck, and 
breast, appear of a rich glossy steel blue, dark violet, 
and silky green ; the violet prevails most on the head 
and breast, and the green on the hind part of the neck. 
The back, rump, and whole lower parts, the breast 
excepted, reflect a strong coppery gloss ; wing-coverts, 
secondaries, and coverts of the tail, rich light violet, 
in which the red prevails ; the rest of the wings, and 
rounded tail, are black, glossed with steel blue. All 
the above colours are exUexatW ^\!Aw\t^«^^ varying as 
4Jffereatly exposed to t\ve Vx^W \ \x\s ol \Jkv^ «^^^^x«r; ^ 
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bill more than aa inch long^, stronfr, and furoisbed on 
the inside of the upper mandible with a sharp process^ 
like the stump of the broken blade of a penknife, in- 
tended to assist the bird in macerating its food ; tongue, 
thin, bifid at the end, and lacerated along the sides. 

The female is rather less, has the upper part of the 
liead, neck, and the back, of a dark sooty brown ; chin, 
breast, and belly, dull pale brown, lightest on the 
former ; wings, tail, lower parts of the back and vent, 
black, with a few reflections of dark green ; legs, feet, 
bill, and eyes, as in the male. 

The purple grakle is easily tamed, and sings in con- 
finement They have also in several instances been 
taught to articulate some few words pretty distinctly. 

A singular attachment frequently takes place between 
this bird and the fish hawk< The nest of this latter 
is of very large dimensions, often from three to four 
feet in breadth, and from four to five feet high ; com- 
posed, externally, of large sticks, or fagots, among the 
interstices of wnich sometimes three or four pair of 
crow blackbirds will construct their nests, while the 
kawk is sitting or hatching above. Here each pursues 
the duties of incubation and of rearing their young ; 
living in the greatest harmony, and mutually watching 
and protecting each other's property from depredators. 



GENUS XI CORVUS, Linn^us. 

SUBGENUS I. — COSrUSf BRISS. 

68. CORFUS COBAX. — RAVEN. 
WILSON, PLATE LXXT. FIG. III. 

A KNOWLEDGE of this Celebrated bird has been 
handed down to us from the earliest ages; and its 
history is almost coeval with that of man. In the best 
aad most ancient of all books, we learn, that at tl\e 
eud of forty days, after the great fbo^^MJ^^ww^^^^'^ 
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earth, Noah, wishing to ascertain whether or no the 
paters had abated, sent forth a raven, which did not 
return into the ark.^ This is the first notice that is 
taken of this species. Though the raven was declared 
unclean by the law of Moses, yet we are informed, 
that, when the prophet Elijah ]>rovoked the enmity of 
Ahab, by prophesying against him, and hid himself by 
the brook Cherith, the ravens were appointed by 
Heaven to bring him his daily food.f The colour of 
the raven has given rise to a similitude, in one of the 
most beautiful of eclogues, which has been perpetuated 
in all subsequent ages, and which is not less pleasing 
for being trite or proverbial. The favourite of the 
royal lover of Jerussuem, in the enthusiasm of affection, 
thus describes the object of her adoration, in reply to • 
the following question : — 

What is thy beloved more than another beloved, 
O thou fairest among women ? 
My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among 
Ten thousand. His head is as the most fine gold. 
His locks are bushy, and black as a raven ! \ 

The above-mentioned circumstances taken into con* 
sideration, one would suppose that the lot of the 
subject of this chapter would have been of a different 
complexion from what history and tradition inform us 
is the fact. But in every country we are told the 
raven is considered an ominous bird, whose croakings 
foretell approaching evil ; and many a crooked beldam 
has given interpretation to these oracles, of a nature to 
infuse terror into a whole community. Hence this ill- 
fated bird, from time immemorial, has been the innocent 
subject of vulgar obloquy and detestation. 

Augury, or the art of foretelling future events by the 
flight, cries, or motions of birds, descended from the 
Chaldeans to the Greeks, thence to the Etrurians, and 
from them it was transmitted to the Romans. $ The 

♦ Genesis, viii, 7. f 1 Kings, xvii, 6, 6. 

i Song of Solomon, v, 9, \0, \\. 

§ That the science of aueuty \% venj wideoX.^^^Vwo.^wsai'eDi* 
Helfrew lawgiyevy whp prtoiUV^, ^vi^^t»acHWj ^s:wa\asA.^ 
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crafty legislators of these celebrated nations, from a 
deep knowledge of human nature, made superstition a 

Erincipal feature of their religious ceremonies, well 
nowing that it required a more than ordinary policy 
to govern a multitude, ever liable to the fatal influences 
of passion ; and who, without some timely restraints, 
would biu^t forth like a torrent, whose course is 
marked by wide-spreading desolation. Hence to the 
purposes of polity the raven was made subservient; 
and the Romans liaving consecrated it to Apollo, as to 
the god of divination, its flight was observed with the 
greatest solenmity; and its tones and inflections of 
voice were noted with a precision which intimated a 
belief in its infallible prescience. 

But the ancients have not been the only people 
infected with this species of superstition ; the modems, 
even though favoured with the light of Christianity, 
have exhibited as much folly, through the impious 
curiosity of prying into futurity, as the Romans them- 
selves. It is true that modern nations have not insti- 
tuted their sacred colleges or sacerdotal orders, for the 
purposes of divination ; but, in all countries, there have 
!>een self-constituted augurs, whose interpretations of 
imens have been received with religious respect by the 
redulous multitude. Even at this moment, in some 
%rts of the world, if a raven alight on a village church, 
e whole fraternity is in an uproar; and Heaven is 
\portuned, in all the ardour of devotion, to avert the 
pending calamity. 

nation. Deut. cbap. xviii. The Romans derived their know- 
e of aue^ury chiefly from tke Tuscans or Etrurians, who prac^ 
' it in tne earliest times. This art was known in Italy before 
time of Romulus, since that prince did not commence the 
ing of Rome till he had taken the auguries. The successors 
mulus, from a conviction of the usefulness of the science, and 
same time not to render it contemptible by becominjB^ too 
ir, employed the most skilful augurs from Etruria to mtro- 
he practice of it into their religious ceremonies. And, by & 
of the senate, some of the youth oi ^\ife \i«ilt iraDSi\«» va. 
vere annuaUy sent into Tuscany to he Vn&trwc^ftdi Va. 'CoSa «iX- 
Ciceron, de ZHvin, ; also Calmttt anA tV'ft MJofe^ftwisa* 
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The poets ba^e; Uktm tAymadagB «f iidrwIneMif 
kmaui inrhr^i mml^m ihmr Imada, the ntTen is a il 
iBstnu aent of telror. Shakeepeune puts tiie foUowJii 
maledictioii into the laoBth of kie GwUMm:«— 



Ai indeed dew, at e*er mj nodi^ famdi'dy 
Wiih r«ven*s featlier, finom nawboleMiiiM Sa^ 
Pn^ on yoQ bodi ! * 

Hie teodooB wife of Macbeth, on beiii|r adnted^l 
the approedi of Dmmiiy whoee-desth shehad oonapiiH 
tinu exdainis s— • 

The nren himacif is tuMm^ 
. . ThateroalBtiiefrtalentn»eeof Dimeaii 

Under my hiMteaaente ! f 

'*tht Moor of Venice saysy— 

It ooBMi o^er BT SDcmorTy 
As dodi the rcven o^er the infeetcd nooR^ 
BodingtoeILt 

The last quotation alludes to the supposed habit of 
this bird's flyiDg- over those houses which contain the 
sick, whose dissolution is at hand, and thereby an- 
nounced. Thus Marlowe, in the Jew of Malta, as cited 
by Malone : — 

The sad presaging raven tolls 
The sick man^ passport in her hollow beak ; 
And, in the shadow of the silent night, 
Doth shake contagion from her sable wing. 

But it is the province of philosophy to dispel these 
illusions which bewilder the mind, by pointing out the 
simple truths which nature has been at no pains to 
conceal, but which the folly of mankind has shrouded 
in all the obscurity of mystery. 

The raven is a general inhabitant of the United 
States, but is more common in the interior. On the 
lalces, and particularly in the neighbourhood of the 

* Tempest, act \, scene %, \ Act i^ scene 5. 

/ Othello, act i, scene 4. 
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Falls of the Niagtu*a river, they are numerous ; and it 
is a remarkable iact, that where they so abound, the 
common crow (c. car one) seldom makes its appeanoMse; 
hmng intimidated, it is conjectured, by the superior 
size and strength of the former, or by an antipathy 
which the two species manifest towards each other. 
This I had an opportunity of observing myself, in a 
journey during the months of August and September, 
along itie lakes Erie and Ontario. The ravens were 
seen every day, prowling about in search of the dead 
fish which the waves are continually casting ashore^ 
and which afford them an abundance of a favourite 
food ; but I did not see or hear a single crow within 
several miles of the lakes, and but very few through 
the whole of the Gennesee country. 

The food of this species is dead animal matter of all 
kinds, not excepting the most putrid carrion, which it 
devours in common with the vultures; worms, grubs, 
reptiles, and shell fish, the last of which, in the manner 
of the crow, it drops from a considerable height in the 
air on the rocks, m order to break the shells; it is 
fond of bird's eggs, and is often observed sneaking 
around the farm house in search of the eggs of the 
domestic poultry, which it sucks with eagerness ; it is 
likewise charged with destropng young ducks and 
chickens, and lambs which have been yeaned in a sickly 
state. The raven, it is said, follows the hunters of deer 
for the purpose of falling heir to the offal ;* and the 
huntsmen are obliged to cover their game, when it is 
left in the woods, with their hunting frocks, to protect 
it horn this thievish connoisseur, who, if he have an 
opportunity, will attack the region of the kidneys, and 
mangle the saddle without ceremony. 

Buffon says, that '< the raven plucks out the eyes of 

buffaloes, and then, fixing on the bach, it tears off the 

flesh deliberately ; and what renders the ferocity more 

detestable, it is not incited by the cravings of nunger, 

♦ This is the case in those parts of tVve T3mteA. ^V.BA.ca.-^V^t^^'f^ 
deer are bunted without dogs : where these ate cm^Vy"}^^ ^^'^ "^'^'^ 
geagraUy rewarded with the offid« 
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but hy the appetite for camt^e ; for it can subsist oi 
fruits, seed of all kinds, and indeed may be considered 
as an omnivorous animaL" This is mere fable, and of 
a piece with many other absurdities of the same roman- 
cing' author. 

This species is found almost all over the habitabk 
globe. We trace it in the north from Norway to Green- 
hind, and hear of it in Slamtschatka. It is common 
eYery where in Russia and Siberia, except within the 
Arctic circle;* and all through Europe. Kolben 
enumerates the raven among the birds or the Cape of 
Good Hope;-]- De Grandpr6 represents it as numerous 
in Bengal, where they are said to be protected for their 
usefulness ; ;): and the unfortunate La F6rouse saw them 
at Bale de Castries, on the east coast of Tartary ; lik^ 
wise at Port des Francois, 58*" 37' north latitude, and 
IdQ"" 50' west longitude ; and at Monterey Bay, N<Hrth 
California. § The English circumnavigators met with 
them at Nootka Sound ; || and at the Sandwich Islands, 
two being seen in the village of Kakooa; also at 
Owhyhee, and supposed to be adored there, as they were 
called Eatooas.f Our intrepid American travellers, 
under the command of Lewis and Clark, shortly after 
they embarked on the Columbia river, saw abundance 
of ravens, which were attracted thither by the inmiense 
quantity of dead salmon which lined the shores.** 
They are found at all seasons at Hudson's Bay ; f+ are 
frequent in Mexico ; :|::|; and it is more than prooable 
that they inhabit the whole continent of America. 

The raven measures, from the tip of the bill to the 
end of the tail, twenty-six inches, and is four feet in 
extent ; the bill is large and strong, of a shining black, 
notched near the tip, and three inches long ; the ceta- 
ceous feathers which cover the nostrils extend half its 

* Latham. f Me(ney*8 Kolben, vol. ii, p. IS&. 

i Vov. in the Indian Ocean, p. 148. 

5 Voy. par 1. F. G. De la Pdrouse, ii, p. 129. 20a 44a 



J Cook's last voy. ii, p. 296. K.m^«^. 



„ Idem, iii, p. 329. ** Oms?%^wkr«5l,V\{S^ 

ff Charlevoix. Ka\m. Hewraft'mlwairfts?!- W^^wAia- 
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length ; the eyes are black ; the general colour is a deep 
glossy black, withfiteel-<blue reflections ; the lower parts 
are less glossy ; the tail is rounded, and extends about 
two inches beyond the wings ; the legs are two inches 
and a half in length, and, with the feet, are strong and 
black ; the daws are long. 

This bird is said to attain to a great i^e; and its 
plumage to be subject to change from the influence of 
years and of climate. It is found in Iceland and Green* 
land entirely white. 

The raven was the constant attendant of Lewis 
and Clark's party in their long and toilsome journey. 
Daring the winter, at Fort Mandan, they were observed 
in immense numbers, notwithstanding the cold was so 
excessive, that on the 17th December, 1804, the ther? 
mometer stood at 46° below 0. 

Like the crow, this species may be easily domesti* 
cated, and in that state would afford amusement l^ 
its familiarity, frolics, and sagacity. But such wnsy 
and mischievous pets, in common with parrots and 
monkeys, are not held in high estimation in this quarter 
of the globe ; and are generallv overlooked for those 
universal favourites, which eitner gratify the eye \fy 
the neatness or brilliancy of their plumage, or gladden 
the ear by the simplicity or variety of their song. 



59, COBrUS COnONE, UTXVMVS. — CROW. 
ymsOV, PLATE XXXVI. FIG. lU. 

This is perhaps the most generally known, and least 
beloved, of all our land birds ; having neither melody 
of song, nor beauty of plumage, nor excellence of flesh, 
nor civility of manners, to recommend him ; on the 
contrary, he is branded as a thief and a plunderer ; a 
kind of black-coated vagabond, who hovers over the 
fields of the industrious, fattening on theis \a9()^xsc^\ 
and, b/^ his voraaty, often blasting \kcvT c5L^^<i\»>»ssoA» 
Hated as be ia by the farmer, ^alcYi^^ «si<^ Y^si%«<sv3Nft^ 
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by almost every bearer of a gun, who all triumph in hii 
destruction, had not Heaven bestowed on him intelli- 
gence and sagacity far beyond common, there is reason 
to believe, tluit the whole tribe (in these parts at least) 
would long ago have ceased to exist. 

The crow is a constant attendant on agriculture, and 
a general inhabitant of the cultivated parts of North 
America. In the interior of the forest he is more 
rare, unless during the season of breeding. He is 
particularly attached to low flat com countries, lying 
in the neighbourhood of the sea, or of large rivers ; and 
more numerous in the northern than southern states, 
where vultures abound, and with whom the crows are 
unable to contend. A strong antipathy, it is also said, 
prevails between the crow and tne raven, insomuch, 
that where the latter are numerous, the former rarely 
resides. Many of the first settlers of the Gennesee 
country have informed me, that, for a long time, ravens 
were numerous with them, but no crows; and even 
now the latter are seldom observed in that country. 
In travelling from Nashville to Natchez, a distance of 
four hundred and seventy miles, I saw few or no crows, 
but ravens frequently, and vultures in great numbers. 

The usual breeding time of the crow,in Pennsylvania, 
is in March, April, and May, during which season they 
are dispersed over the woods in pairs, and roost in the 
neighbourhood of the tree they nave selected for their 
nest. About the middle of March they begin to build, 
generally choosing a hi^h tree; though I have also 
known them prefer a middle sized cedar. Oue of their 
nests, now before me, is formed externally of sticks, 
wet moss, thin bark mixed with mossy earth, and hned 
with large quantities of horse hair, to the amount of 
more than half a pound, some cow hair, and some wool, 
forming a very soft and elastic bed. The eggs are 
four, of a pale green colour, marked with numerous 
specks and blotches of olive. 

During this interesting season, the male is extremely 
watchful, making fre<\\\eivl ex.^sva%\w» ^i \»\\ ^xo&L« or 
»o in circuity to recoiuioiXw \ wA\iife\a&\wDX\ift ^Xmrti^ 
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% person approachingf, he gives the alann, when both 
male and female retire to a distance till the intruder 
has gone past. He also regularly carries food to his 
inate, while she is sitting ; occasionally relieves her ; 
and when she returns, again resigns his post. At this 
time, also, as well as until the young are able to fly, 
they preserve uncommon silence, that their retreat may 
not be suspected. 

It is in the month of May, and until the middle of 
June, that the crow is most destructive to the com 
fields, digging up the newlv planted grains of maize, 
pulling up by the roots those that have begun to 
vegetate, and thus frequently obliging the farmer to 
replant, or lose the benefit oi the soil ; and this some- 
times twice, and even three times, occasioning a consi- 
derable additional expense, and inequality of harvest. 
No mercy is now shewn him. The myriads of worms, 
moles, mice, caterpillars, grubs, and beetles, which he 
has destroyed, are altogether overlooked on these 
occasions, detected in robbing the hens' nests, pulling 
up the com, and killing the young chickens, he is 
considered as an outlaw, and sentenced to destruction. 
3ut the great dij£culty is, how to put this sentence in 
execution. In vain the gunner skulks along the hedges 
and fences ; his faithful sentinels, planted on some com- 
manding point, raise the alarm, and disappoint vengeance 
of its object. The coast again clear, he returns once 
more in silence to finish the repast he had beffun. 
Sometimes he approaches the farm house by stealth, in 
search of young chickens, which he is in the habit of 
snatching ofiT, when he can elude the vigilance of the 
mother hen, who often proves too formidable for him. 
A few days ago, a crow was observed eagerly attempting 
to seize some young chickens in an orchard, near the 
room where I write ; but these clustering dose round 
the hen, she resolutely defended them, drove the crow 
into an apple tree, whither she instantly pursued him 
with such spirit and intrepidity, that he was glad to 
make a speedy retreat, and abandon hi& d««\%\i« 
The crow bimaelf 8oaLetime& io^ % \it«^ Na ^^ 
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superior stren^h and rapacity of the great owl, whose 
weapons of offence are bjr ux the more formidable of 
the two.* 

* " A few yean ago,*' says an obliging correspondent, '' I 
resided on the banks of the Hudson, about seven miles from tite 
city of New York. Not far from the place of my residence was t 
pretty thick wood or swamp, in which ^;reat numbers of crows, whs I 
used to cross the river from the opposite shore, were accustomed | 
to roost. Returning homeward one afternoon, from a shootii^ 
excursion, I had occasion to pass through this swamp. It was 
near sunset, and troops of crows were flying in all dirnitions oyer 
my head'. While engaged in observing their flight, and endea- 
vouring to select from among them an oljject to snoot at, my ears 
were suddenly assailed by the distressful cries of a crow, who was 
evidently struggling under the talons of a merciless and rapacious 
enemy. I hastened to the spot whence the sounds proceeded, and, 
to my great surprise, found a crow lying on the ground, inst 
expiring, and seated upon the body of tne )ret warm and Ueediif 
quarry, a large brown owl, who was b^nnin^ to make a me« 
of the unfortunate robber of com fields. Perceiving my approacht 
he forsook his prey with evident reluctance, and flew into a tree 
at a little distance, where he sat watching all my movements, 
alternately regarding, with longing eyes, tbe victim be had been 
forced to leave, and darting at me no very friendly looks, that 
seemed to reproach me for having deprived him of his expected 
fegale. I confess that the scene before me was altogether novel 
and surprising, I am but little conversant with natural history ; 
but I had always understood, that the depredations of the owl 
were confined to the smaller birds and animals of the lesser kind, 
such as mice, young rabbits, &c. and that he obtained his prey 
rather by fraud and stratagem, than by open rapacity and violence. 
I was the more confirmed in this belief, from the recollection of a 
passage in Macbeth, which now forcibly occurred to my memory, 
— The courtiers of King Duncan are recounting to each other the 
various prodigies that preceded his death, and one of them relates 
to his wondering auditors, that 

An eagle, towering in his pride of place, 
Was by a mousing owly hawk'd at and kiird. 

But to resume my relation — That the owl was the murderer of the 

unfortunate crow, there could be no doubt. No other bird of prey 

was in sight ; I had not fired my gun since I entered the wood ; 

nor heard any one else shoot : besides, the unequivocal situation in 

which I found the parties, would have been sufficient before any 

* twelve good men and true,' or a jury of crows, to have convicted 

him of his guilt. It is proper to add, that I avenged the death of 

file hapless crow, by a weW aimed. «\vot «A. \.Vy& i^l^mnuB robber, that 

OLtenisd him breatmess on t\ie ^oundu*' 
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Towards the close of summer, the parent crows, with 
their new families, forsaking their solitary lodgings, 
collect together, as if by previous agreement, when 
evening approaches. About an hour before sunset, they 
are first observed, flying, somewhat in Indian file, in one 
direction, at a short height above the tops of the trees, 
silent and steady, keeping the general curvature of the 
ground, continuing to pass sometimes till after sunset, 
so that the whole line of march would extend for many 
miles. This circumstance, so familiar and picturesque, 
has not been overlooked by the poets, in their descrip- 
tions of a rural evening. Bums, in a single line, has 
finely sketched it : — 

The blackening truns of craws to their repose. 

The most noted crow roost that I am acquainted 
with is near Newcastle, on an island in the Delaware. 
It is there known by the name of the Pea Patch, and 
m a low flat alluvial spot, of a few acres, elevated but a 
little above hi^fh water mark, and covered with a thick 
growth of reeds. This appears to be the grand rendez- 
toos, or head-quarters, of the greater part of the crows 
within forty or fifty miles of the spot. It is entirely 
destitute of trees, the crows alighting and nestling 
among the reeds, which by these means are broken 
down and matted together. The noise created by those 
multitudes, both in their evening assembly, and reascen- 
sion in the morning, and the depredations they commit 
in the immediate neighbourhood of this great resort, 
are almost incredible. Whole fields of corn are some- 
times laid waste by thousands alighting on it at once, 
with appetites whetted by the fast of the preceding 
night; and the utmost vigilance is unavailing to pre- 
vent, at least, a partial destruction of this their favourite 
grain. Like the stragglers of an immense, undisciplined, 
and rapacious army, they spread themselves over the 
fields, to plunder and destroy wherever they alight. 
It is here that the character of the crow Vs. \vs».n^t«5s^ 
execrated; and to say to the man "whohaaYoeX^sva^'^i^ 
of com bjr these birds, that crowa «t« «x.c^^^asv"^^ 

VOL, I. ck 
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useful for destroying vermin, would be as consolatory 
as to tell him who lutd just lost his house and furniture 
by the flames, that flres are excellent for destroying 
bugs. 

The strong attachment of the crows to this spot may 
be illustrated by the following circumstance: Some 
years ago, a sudden and violent northeast storm came 
on during the night, and the tide, rising to an uncommon 
height, inundated the whole island. The darkness of 
the night, the suddenness and violence of the storm, 
and the incessant torrents of rain that fell, it is supposed, 
so intimidated the crows, that they did not attempt to 
escape, and almost all perished. Thousands of them 
were next day seen floating in the river ; and the wind, 
shifting to the northwest, drove their dead bodies to the 
Jersey side, where for nules they blackened the whole 
shore. 

This disaster, however, seems long ago to have been 
repaired ; for they now congregate on the Pea ]^atch 
in as immense multitudes as ever.* 

So universal is the hatred to crows, that few states 
either here or in Europe, have neglected to offer rewards 
for their destruction. In the United States, they have 
been repeatedly ranked in our laws with the wolves, 
the panthers, foxes, and squirrels, and a proportionable 
premium offered for their heads, to be paid by any 
justice of the peace to whom they are delivered. On 

* The following is extracted from the late number of a newspaper 
printed in that neighbourhood ; — 

*' The farmers of Red Lion Hundred held a meeting at the 
vill^e of St George's, in the state of Delaware, on Monday the 
6th inst. to receive proposals of John Deputy, on a plan for banish- 
ing or destroying the crows. Mr Deputy's plan, being heard and 
considered, was approved, and a committee appointed to contract 
with him, and to procure the necessary funds to carry the same 
into effect. Mr Deputv proposes, that for five hundred dollars he 
will engage to kill or banish the crows from their roost on the 
Pea Patch, and give security to return the money on failure. 

" The sum of five hundred dollars being thus required, th« 
committee beg leave to aAdresa tW{arcQk.«,T% «xid Qthers of Newcastle 
county and elsewhere on t\ie avXs^fttX..'" 
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all these accounts, yarious modes have been invented 
for capturing' them. They have been taken in clap nets, 
commonly used for takings pigeons ; two or three liye 
crows being previously procured as decoys, or, as they 
are called, stool-crows. Com has been steeped in a 
strong decoction of hellebore, which, when eaten by 
them, produces giddiness, and finally, it is said, death. 
Pieces of paper formed into the shape of a hollow cone, 
besmeared within with birdlime, and a grain or two of 
com dropt on the bottom, have also been adopted. 
Numbers of these being placed on the ground, where 
com has been planted, the crows, attempting to reach 
the ffrains, are instantly hoodwinked, ny directly va^ 
war£ to a great height ; but generally descend near the 
spot whence they rose, and are easily taken. The reeds 
t>f their roosting places are sometimes set on fire during 
a dark night, and the gunners having fMreviously posted 
themselves around, the crows rise in great uproar, and^ 
amidst the general consternation, by the light of the 
burnings, hundreds of them are shot down. 

Crows have been employed to catch crows by the 
following stratagem : A live crow is pinned by the 
wings^ down to the ground on has back, b^ means of 
two sharp, foiked sticks. Thus situated, his cries are 
loud and incessant, particularly if any other crows are 
within view. These, sweeping down about him, are 
instantly grappled by the prostrate prisoner, by the 
same instinctive impulse that urges a drowning person 
to grasp at every thing within his reach. Having dis- 
engaged the game from his clutches, the trap is again 
reiMly for another experiment; and by pinmng down 
each captive, succes»vely, a» soon as taken, in a short 
time you will probably have a large flock screaming 
above you, in concert with the outrageous prisoners 
below. Many fsomers, however, are content with 
hanging up the skins, or dead carcasses, of crows in 
their com nelds, in terror em; others depend altogether 
en the gun, keeping one of their i^eo\\<& ^i^y^^^^^i^^^^ 
^nuDuaitioD, and constantly on t\ke \ooAaL ov>X- \si.'^Mt^ 
winters the crows suffer .severely ; ^o ^iN2kaX ^«^ Tas^*^ 
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been olMerred to ML down in ihe fields, and cm Hut 
roed8» ezbansted with odld and liniij|;er. In one of 
these winters, and during a long oontmued deep anaw, 
more than six hundred crows were shot on Ihe carosis 
.of a dcMid horae, which was placed at a proper distUMS 
from tiie stid>le, from a hole ^ which the diachams 
were made. The prconiums awarded for these, with nt 
price psid fiur the onills, produced neariiy as mncihaa lit 
original value of the horse, besides, as the man Jmnelf 
assured me, saying feathers suffidmit for filUne a bed. 

The crow is ettsily raised and domesticated; and it 
is only when thus rendered unsuq^doos o^ ai^ j^aesd 
on terms of frmiliaritj with, man, that the tme- tiaits 
iof his genius an^^vatiTe disposition folly doTelop them- 
aelves.* In this state he soon learns to distinmiBh dl 
the m«nbers of the frmily; flies towarda the gati^ 
aGreaming,atthea]^roadi€nfaetranger; leamatoopsa 
the door by alighting on the latch; attends reaaki^ 
at the stated hours of dinner and breakfiut, wmdi he 
appears punctually to recollect; is extremely noisr 
and loquacious ; imitates the sound of various worib 
pretty distinctly ; is a great thief and hoarder of curio- 
sities, hiding in boles, comers, and crevices, every loose 
article he can carry off, particularly small pieces of 
metal, com, bread, and food of all kinds ; is fond of the 
society of his master, and will know him even after 
a long absence, of which the following is a remarkable 
instance, and may be relied on as a fiict : A very worthy 
gentleman, now [1811] living in the Gennesee country, 
but who, at the time alluded to, resided on the Deb- 
ware, a few miles bdow Easton, had raised a crow, 
with whose tricks and society he used frequently to 
amuse himself. This crow lived long in the family; 
but at length disappeared, having, as was then supposed, 
been shot by some vagrant gunner, or destroyed by 
accident. About eleven months liter this, as the gentle- 
man, one morning, in company with several others, was 
standing on the river shore, a number of crows happen- 
iog to pass by, one of tlh^m \«(t th« flock^ and nying 
directiy towards ihe comj^auy, s^^Xa^ ^wl^v^ ^^^kt 
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man^s shoulder, and began to gabble away with great 
volubility, as one Ions absent friend naturally enough 
does on meeting with another. On recovering from 
his surprise, the gentleman instantly recognized his old 
acquaintance, and endeavoured, by several civil but 
sly mancBuvres, to lay hold of him ; but the crow, not 
altogether relishing quite so much familiarity, having 
now had a taste of the sweets of liberty, cautiously 
eluded all his attempts ; and suddenly glancing his eye 
on his distant companions, mounted in the air after 
them, soon overtook and mingled with them, and was 
never afterwards seen to return. 

The habits of the crow in his native state are so 
generally known as to require little farther illustration. 
His watchfulness, and jealous sagacity in distinguishing 
a person with a gun, are notorious to every one. In 
spring, when he makes his appearance among the 
^oves and low thickets, the whole feathered songsters 
are instantly alarmed, well knowing the depredations 
and murders he commits on their nests, eggs, and 
younsf. Few of them, however, have the courage to 
attack him, except the king-bird, who on these occap 
sions teases and pursues him from plaee to place, 
diving on his back while high in air, and harassing him 
for a ffreat distance. A single pair of these noble 
spirited birds, whose nest was built near, have been 
known to protect -a whole field of corn from the depre- 
dations of the crows, not permitting one to approach it. 

The crow is eighteen inches and a half ton^, and 
three feet two inches in extent ; the general colour is 
a shining glossy blue black, with purplish reflections ; 
the throat and lower parts are less glossy ; the bill and 
legs, a shining black, the former two inches and a 
quarter long, very strong, and covered at the base with 
thick tufts of recumbent feathers; the wings, when 
shut, reach within an inch and a quarter of the tip of 
the tail, which is rounded ; fourth primary, the longest ; 
secondaries scolloped at the ends, and minutely ^qv\^1^4^ 
by the prolongation of the shaft*, \ra, ^^ixVXsa.'L'iS^. 

The above description agrees so tie^^ -vVCsv "^^ 
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European species, as to satisfy me, that ihey are' Hie 
same ; though the Yoice of ours is said to he less harsh, 
not unlike the haricing of a small spaniel : the pointed- 
ness of the ends of the tail feauiers, menticmed bj 
European naturalists, and occasioned hy the eztenaioii 
of the shafts, is rarely observed in the present species; 
though always very obserrable in the secondaries. 

The female differs froin the male in heing more dull 
coloured, and rather deficient in the glossy and purplish 
tints and reflections. The difference, however, is not 
great. 

Besides grain, insects, and carrion, they feed oa 
frogs, tadpoles, ismaU fish, lisards, and shell fish ; with 
the latter they frequently mount to a ffreat height^ 
drc^ping them on the rocks below, and descenmag 
after them to pick up the contents. The same habit 
is observable in the eiill, the raven, and seaside crow. 
Many other aquatic insects, as well as marine plants, 
fiimish him with food ; which accounts for their being 
so generally found, and so numerous, on the sea-shore, 
and along the banks of our large rivers. 



60. CORVUS OSSIFBAOUS, WILSON. — FISH CROW. 
WILSON, PLATE XXXVII. FIG. II. 

This roving inhabitant of our seaF^K>asts, ponds, and 
river shores, is much less distinguished than the fish- 
hawk, this being the first time, as far as I can learn, 
that he has ever been introduced to the notice of the 
world. 

I first met with this species on the sea-coast of 
Georgia, and observed that they regularly retired to the 
interior as evening approached, and came down to the 
shores of the river Savannah by the first appearance of 
day. Their voice first attracted my notice, being veiy 
different from that of the common crow, more hoarse 
Bnd guttural, uttered as if something stuck in their 
throat, and varied into sev%T?\ \siQ^\iX^\AfirQ&«&>^<^'^ ^^'w 
along. Their manikCT oi ^Yvu^ ^«a ^^ xasiaB^^ ^^ 
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others, as they freijaently sailed about, without flappingr 
the wings, something in the manner of the raven ; and 
I soon perceived tnat their food, and their mode of 
procuring it, were also both different : their favourite 
haunts being about the banks of the river, along which 
they usually sailed, dexterously snatching up, with their 
claws, dead fish, or other garbage, that floated on the 
surface. At the country seat of Stephen Elliot, Esq. 
near the Ogechee river, I took notice of these crows 
frequently perching on the backs of the cattle, like the 
magpie and jackdaw of Britain ; but never mingling 
with the common crows, and differing from them in 
this particular, that the latter generaUy retire to the 
shore, the reeds, and marshes, to roost, while the fish- 
crow always, a little before sunset, seeks the interior 
high woods to repose in. 

On my journey through the Mississippi territory last 
year, I resided for some time at the seat of my hospi- 
table friend, Dr Samuel Brown, a few miles from Fort 
Adams, on the Mississippi. In my various excursions 
there, among the lofty fragrance-breathing magnolia 
woods, and magnificent scenery, that adorn the luxuriant 
face of nature in those southern regions, this species of 
crow frequently made its appearance, distinguished by 
the same voice and habits it had in Georgia. There is, 
in many of the ponds there, a singular kind of lizard, 
that swims about, with its head above the surface, 
making a loud sound, not unlike the harsh jarring of 
a door. These the crow now before us would frequently 
seize with his claws, as he flew along the surface, and 
retire to the summit of a dead tree to enjoy his repast. 
Here I also observed him a pretty constant attendant 
at the pens where the cows were usually milked, and 
much less shy, less suspicious, and more solitary than 
the common crow. In the county of Cape May, New 
Jersey, I again met with these crows, particularly along 
Egg-Harbour river ; and latterly on the Schuylkill and 
Delaware, near Philadelphia, during the season of shad 
and herring fishing, viz. from the middle of March till 
the heginmng of June, A smaW. i^wt^ oi \Xi<eAftk ^^^1%^ 
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during this period, regularly passed Mr Bartram'i 
ffardens to the high woods to roost, OTery eTening a 
nttle before sunset, and as regularly returned, at or 
before sunrise eveiy morning, directing their course 
towards the river. 'Hie fishermen along these rivers also 
inform me, Aat they have particulany remarked this 
crow, by his croaking voice, and his fondness for fish; 
almost always hovering^ about their fishingplaces toglesn 
up the refuse. Of their manner of bre<^ng I can only 
say, that they separate into pairs, and build in taU trees 
near the sea or nver shore ; one of their nests havinff 
been built tliis season in a piece of tall woods near m 
Beasley's, at Great Egg-Harbour. From the circus- 
stance of six or seven being usually seen here together 
in the month of July, it is probable that they have st 
least four or five young at a time. 

I can find no description of this species by any former 
writer. Mr Bartram mentions a bird of this tribe^ 
which he calls the great sea-^ide crow; but the present 
species is considerably inferior in size to the common 
crow, and having myself seen and examined it in so 
many and remotely situated parts of the couutry, and 
found it in all these places alike, I have no hesitation 
in pronouncing it to be a new and hitherto un described 
species. 

The fish crow is sixteen inches long, and thirty-three 
iu extent ; black all over, with reflections of steel-blue 
aud purple; the chin is bare of feathers around the 
base of the lower mandible; upper mandible notched 
near the tip, the edges of both turned inwards about 
the middle ; eye, very small, placed near the comer of 
the mouth, and of a dark hazel colour ; recumbent hairs 
or bristles, large and long; ear-feathers, prominent; 
first primary little more tnan half the length, fourth 
tlie longest; wings, when shut, reach within two inches 
of the tip of the tail ; tail, rounded, and seven inches 
long from its insertion ; thighs, very long ; legs, stout ; 
clan's, sharp, long and hooked, hind one the largest, all 
jet black. Male and {em^e mviOci ^\V«. 
I would beg leave io tccoxkhiwA Xa ^^ ^^\^i&^ 
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fanners of the United States, that, in their honest 
indication against the common crow, they would spare 
the present species, and not shower destruction indis- 
criminately on their hlack friends and enemies ; at least 
on those who sometimes plunder them, and those who 
never molest or injure their property. 

61. C0RVU8 C0LUUSIANU8, WILS. — CLARK*S CROW. 
WIL80K, PLATE XX. FIG. II. 

This species resemhles, a little, the jackdaw of Europe 
(corvus moneduld); hut is remarkable for its formi- 
dable claws, which approach to those of the falco ffenus ; 
and would seem to intimate that its food consists of 
living animals, for whose destruction these weapons 
must be necessary. In conversation with different in- 
dividuals of the party,* I understood that this bird 
inhabits the shores of the Columbia, and the adjacent 
country, in great numbers, frequenting the rivers and 
seapshore, probably feeding on nsh ; and that it has all 
the gregarious and noisy habits of the European species, 
several of the party supposing it to be the same. The 
following description was taken with particular care, 
after a minute examination and measurement of the 
only preserved skin that was saved ; and which is now 
deposited in Mr Peale's museum : 

This bird measures thirteen inches in length; the 
i^dngs, the two middle tail feathers, and the interior 
vanes of the next, (except at the tip,) are black, glossed 
with steel-blue; all the secondaries, except the three 
next the body, are white for an inch at their extre- 
mities, forming a large spot of white on that part, when 
the wing is shut; the tail is rounded; yet the two 
middle feathers are somewhat shorter than those ad- 
joining ; all the rest are pure white, except as already 
described; the general colour of the head, neck, and 

* The exploring party, under Captains Clark and Lewis, men- 
tioned atp, 168, by which this bird was di»coN«i«du 
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bodf, aboT<e and below, » ft fight silky inh, dukmiig 
ahnoBt to a doye ooloor on tfaft l>i«a«t aad bellT; tm^ 
white; daws, black, lavfe, and hooked^ jpwiiealai^tiM 
middle and hind daw; legs, alio Uadk; mU, adaik mb 
oolour I iria of the rre, nnlcnownb 

In the state of .Georgia, nnd aeyenl parte of Wert 
Florida, I diacoTered a crow, not hidierto tdcen noliei 
of by naturalists, rather larger than the present ^ecis% 
but much resembling it in the fbrm and l^n^tti of ill 
wings, in its tail, and partiealarlv its olawa. This bfad 
is a constant attendant along tne borders of stnsM 
and stagnating ponds, feeding ^n small fisii and liw ti ^ 
whidi I hare many tin«s seen him aeine aa ho swi^ 
along the snr&oe. A well presenred specimea of te 
bird WIS presented to Mr Feale, ana is new b Ml 
mnsenm. It is highly probsUsb that, with these sa» 
tenud re sem blances, tiie hafiits of botli may boafly 
alike. 
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62. C0BFU8 PICA. — MAGPIE. 
WILSON, PLATE XXXV. FIG. II. 



This bird is much better known in Eorope than is 
this conntry, where it has not been long disooTcrei; 
although it is now found to inhabit a wide extent i 
territory, and in great numbers. The description wsi 
taken mm a yery beautiful specimen, sent from tbi 
Mandan nation, on the Missouri, to Mr Jefierson, sal 
by that gentleman to Mr Peale of this city, in wbsii 
museum it lived for seyeral months, and where I hadsa 
opportunity of examining it On carefully oompariof 
it with the European magpie in the same collection, ao 
material difference could be perceived. 

This bird unites in its character courage and cunnings 
turbulence and rapacity. Not inelegantly formed, sal 
distinguished by g&y aa well as 8\ilendid plumage, ht 
has long been notea Vu Wio^ c!«QaL\9ri«i^ ^V«t^^^ ^nsr ^ 
monly resides, and \i\a \MWiXa wA ia»ak«t% «t% *QMi» 
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fiftmUiarly known. H« is pai'ticularly pernicious to 
plantations of Youn^ oaks, tearing up the acorns ; and 
idso to birds, destroying great numbers of their eggs 
tkud young, even young diickens, partridges, grouse, 
and pheasants. It is perhaps on this last account that 
the whole vengeance of the game laws has lately been 
let loose upon him in some parts of Britain, as appears 
by accounts from that quarter, where premiums, it is 
said, are offered for his head, as an arch poacher ; and 
penalties inflicted on all those who permit him to breed 
m their premises. Under the lash of such rigorous 
persecution, a few years will probably exterminate the 
whole tribe from the island. He is also destructive to 
Ifardens and orchards; is noisy and restless, almost 
constantly flying from place to place; alights on the 
Micks of the cattle, to rid them of the laryse that fester 
n the skin ; is content with carrion when nothing 
>etter offers ; eats various kinds of vegetables, and 
levours greedily grain, worms, and insects of sdmost 
$very description. When domesticated, he is easily 
;aught to imitate the human voice, and to articulate 
ivords pretty distinctly ; has all the pilfering habits of 
lis tribe, fllling every chink, nook, and crevice, with 
whatever he can carry off; is subject to the epilepsy, 
>r some similar disorder ; and is, on the whole, a crafty, 
■estless, and noisy bird. 

He generally selects a tall tree, adjoining the farm 
louse, for his nest, which is placed among the highest 
tranches ; this is large, composed outwardly of sticks, 
'oots, turf, and dry weeds, and well lined with wool, 
M>w hair, and feathers ; the whole is surrounded, roofed, 
md barricaded with thorns, leaving only a narrow 
mtrance. The eggs are usually five, of a greenish 
^our, marked with numerous black or dusky -spots, 
[n the northern parts of Europe, he migrates at the 
^mmencement of winter. 

In this country, the magpie was first taken notice of 
it the factories, or trading houses, on Hudson's Bay, 
ivhere the Indians used sometimes to bring it in, and 
fBve it the Dame of Heart-bird,^ Cot -wYisX t«mm^\& 
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unceriaiiu It mmn, how^mtf to be ndhet nm *% 
that quarter. liMte circnttntanoea are taken notiitrf 
by Mr Pennant and otiierBrititliiiataraUata. 

In 1804» the exploring party nnder the commnid 
Captains Lewis and CkA, on their rente to the FMili 
Ocean across the continent^ first met with the BSgpH 
somewhere near the great bend of the Bfiasowi sal 
found that tiie number of these birds inoreased •• thar 
adyanoed. Here also the Uue jay disappeared; asm 
the territorial boundaries and jnrisdietiim of these tea 
noisy and Toraoions fianiUes of* the aame tribe hd 
been mutually amed on, and distinctibr settled. . lak 
the maffj^ie was found to be fiur more darby thn As 
jay, dsi&mg into tiieir very taits» and earryinf off As 
meat from the dishes. One of the hnnters who aeeis^ 
panied the expedition informed mfljp that ther fref«sa% 
attended him while he was enfsged in afcimmiy ssi 
cleaning the carcass of the deer, oear, or bnflUo Iw bal 
killed, often seising the. meat that hung within a ftst 
or two of his head. On the shores of the Kooskoos4n 
river, on the west side of the great range of nnkj 
mountains, they were found to be equally numerous. 

It is highli^ probable that those yast plains or nrairiei, 
abounding with game and cattle, frequently kuled ibr 
the mere oides, tallow, or eyen marrow bones, may bo 
one great inducement for the residency of these birds, 
so fond of flesh and carrion. Even the rigorous severity 
of winter in the high regions alouff the need waters of 
Rio du Nord, the Arkansaw, and Red River, seeoM 
insufficient to force them from those fiivourite haunts; 
though it appears to increase their natural Tormdtj ts 
a very uncommon d^^e. Colonel Pike relates, that 
in the month of December, in the neighbourhood of tiis 
North Mountain, N. lat. 41'* W. long. 34% Reaomur^i 
thermometer standing at l?"" below 0, these birds were 
seen in great numbers. ** Our horses,'* says he, 
<< were obliged to scrape the snow awav to obtain their 
miserable pittance ; and, to increase their misibrtaiici^ 
the poor animals vrete «X\a)^^ Vl ^^ xnaic^Via^ wb0| 
attracted by the acfcut oi iSimw vto\»^«^ iSv^xh^ <*. 
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them, and, in defiance of their wincing and kicking, 
picked many places quite raw. The difficulty of pro- 
curing food rendered those hirds so bold, as to alight on 
our men's arms, and eat meat out of their hands."* 

The magpie is eighteen inches in length; the head, 
neck, upper part of the breast and back, are a deep 
velvety black; primaries, brownish black, streakea 
alonff their inner vanes with white ; secondaries, rich 

{lor^sh blue ; greater coverts, ereen blue ; scapulars, 
ower part of the breast and befiy, white ; thighs and 
Tent, black ; tail, long; the two exterior feathers scarcely 
half the length of the longest, the others increasing 
to the two middle ones, which taper towards their 
extremities. The colour of this part of the plumage is 
yery splendid, being glossy green, dashed with blue and 
bright purple ; this hist colour bounds the green ; nostrils, 
covered with a thick tuft of recumbent hairs, as are 
also the sides of the mouth ; bill, legs, and feet, glossy 
black. The female differs only in the less brimancy 
of her plumage. 
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63. C0EFU8 CSJ8TATUS, LIKN. — BLUE JAT. 

WILSOH, PLATE I. FlO. I. 

This elegant bird, which, as far as I can learn, is 
peculiar to North America, is distinguished as a kind 
of beau among the feathered tenants of our woods, by 
the brilliancy of his dress; and, like most other cox- 
combs, makes himself stiU more conspicuous by his 
loquacity, and the oddness of his tones and gestures. 
The jay measures eleven inches in length ; the head is 
ornamented with a crest of light blue or purple feathers, 
which he can elevate or depress at pleasure ; a narrow 
line of black runs along tne frontlet, rising on each 
side higher than the eye, but not passing over it, as 
Catesby has represented, and as Peimacol v^<^ \&ss^ 

* Pike's Joimuil, p. 110. 
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otlieiB have described it; l>ack snd tq^^ pi 
■fide, a fbM light purple, in wlidi the bate pred 
a ooUar «f blMl^ prtMeeding from the hind he 
with a fiwoefid cunre down each aide of ih< 
the itpw part of the b ist, where it foraM a 
ohiB» ehedu, threat^ bdfy, white, the dat 
dightly iin^ with t; grMter wine-Mrra 
"ytoM ;. eztwior sides «m Jie prifluriesy ught h 
of tiM aecoodarice, a deep parpk, except i 
ftathiwaext the body, whieh are of a aplec 
Mmi aU thee^ except tiie primariea, 'are h 
barred with creaci^ftB of Uaek, and tipt wii 
the hiterior aldca of the wing jfiMlhera are dhaa) 
taflloog and cnneifttm, oonaoaed of twelvoll 
agloaaj' Ivfat bhie, marked ^t Wf inchea with i 
emrwm of blaok, each feather beinff tipt wi 
ezeevt the two middle ones, whi^ deepen in 
pvrple at the extremities. Breast and sides i 
wioffs, a dirlT white, faintlj stained with purpl 
of the moutn, the tongue, bill, legs, and clan 
iris of the eye, hazeL 

The blue jay is an almost uniyersal inha 
the woods, frequenting the thickest settlemeni 
as the deepest recesses of the forest, where hia 
voice often alarms the deer, to the disappointi 
mortification of the hunter, — one of whom 
me, that he made it a point, in summer, to k 
jay he could meet with. In the charming t 
spring, when every thicket pours forth ham 
part performed by the jay always catches the < 
appears to be among his fellow musicians v 
trumpeter is in a bsmd, lome of his notes hi 
distant resemblance to the tones of that ins 
These he has the fiiculty of changing throng] 
variety of modulations, according to the p 
humoiir he ha^ppens to be in. When diap 
ridicule, there is scarce a bird whose pecnlia 
Mng he cannot time \naTMs»Ui&Vi. ^KVsA\i«a^ii«i 
hlaBdishments of Wve, ii);i«^ x^wsn^t^ft ^dpA im& 
ings of a dack, asA, ^\m3^ V^ liwj^va «blw! 
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branches of the cedar, are scarce heard at a few paces 
distance; but he no sooner discovers your approach 
than he sets up a sudden and vehement outcry, flying 
off, and screaming with all his might, as if ne called 
the whole feathered tribes of the neighbourhood to 
witness some outrageous usage he had received. When 
he hops undisturbed among the high branches of the 
oak and hickory, they become soft and musical; and 
his caUs of the rom^e a stranger would readily mistake 
for the repeated screakings of an ungreased wheel- 
harrow. All these he accompanies with various nods, 
jerks> and other gesticulations, for which the whole 
tribe of jays are so remarkable, that, with some other 
peculiarities, they might have very well justified the 
g^eat Swedish naturalist in forming them into a sepa- 
rate genus by themselves. 

The blue jay builds a large nest, frequently in the 
cedar, sometimes on an apple-tree, lines it with dry 
fibrous roots, and lays five eggs of a dull olive, spotted 
with brown. The male is particularly careful of not 
being heard near the place, making his visits as silently 
and secretly as possible. His favourite food is chestnuts, 
acorns, and Indian com. He occasionally feeds on bugs 
and caterpillars, and sometimes pays a plundering visit 
to the orchard, cherry rows, and potato patch ; and has 
been known, in times of scarcity, to venture into the 
bam, through openings between the weather boards. 
In these cases he is extremely active and silent, and, if 
surprised in the fact, makes his escape with precii>ita- 
tion, but without noise, as if conscious of his crimi- 
nality. 

Oi all birds he is the most bitter enemy to the owl. 
^o sooner has he discovered the retreat of one of these, 
than he summons the whole feathered fraternity to his 
assistance, who surround the glimmering solitaire, and 
attadc him from all sides, niSsing such a shout as may 
be heard, in a still day, more than half a mile off. When, 
in my. hunting excursions, 1 have passed near this 
scene of tumult, I have imagined to myself that Ihfiazcd. 
the umdtwg party yentinff their xe^i^^c^^^ ^vs^^^^ 
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with all the yiralency of a Billingsgate mob ; the owl, 
meanwhile, returning every compliment with a broad 
goffgling stare. The war becomes louder and louder, 
and the owl at len||;th, forced to betake himself to flight 
is followed by his whole train of persecutors, uatil 
driven beyond the boundaries of their jurisdiction. 

But the blue jay himself is not guiltless of simikr 
depredations with the owl, and be<5omes in his turn the 
very tyrant he detested, when he sneaks through tiie 
woods, as he frequently does, and among the tnickets 
and hedge-rows, plundering every nest he <;an find or 
its eggs, tearing up the callow young by piecemeal, and 
spreading alarm and sorrow around him. The cries 
of the d&tressed parents soon bring together a nnmber 
of interested spectators (for birds in such circumstances 
seem truly to sympathize with each other,) and he is 
sometimes attacked with such spirit as to be under the 
necessity of making a speedy retreat. 

He will sometimes assault small birds, with the inten- 
tion of killing and devouring them ; an instance of 
which I myself once witnessed, over a piece of woods 
near the borders of Schuylkill; where I saw him 
engaged for more than five minutes pursuing what I 
took to be a species of motacilla (w. maculosa, yellow 
rump,) wheeling, darting, and doubling in the air, and, 
at last, to my great satisfaction, got disappointed, in the 
escape of his intended prey. In times of great extremity, 
when his hoard or magazine is frozen up, buried in 
snow, or perhaps exhausted, he becomes very voracious, 
and will make a meal of whatever carrion or other 
animal substance comes in the way, and has been found 
regaling himself on the bowels of a robin {turdus 
migratorius) in less than five minutes after it was shot 

There are, however, individual exceptions to this 
general character for plunder and outrage, a proneness 
for which is probably often occasioned by the UTints 
and irritations of necessity. A blue jay, which I have 
kept for some time, and with whom I am on terms of 
familiantYf is in reality 8k\eTy woteJble example of mild- 
ness of disposition and. socv8jQiX\\.^ ^1 tbassokc^ ks^. 
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accident in the woods first put me in possession of this 
»ird, while in full plumage, and in high health and 
pirits ; I carried him home with me, and put him into 
I cage already occupied by a golden-winged woodpecker 
picus auratuSj) wnere he was saluted with such rude- 
less, and received such a drubbing from the lord of the 
oanor, for entering his premises, that, to save his life, 
'. was obliged to take him out again. I then put him 
nto another cage, where the only tenant was a female 
triolus spurius (bastard baltimore.) She also put on 
irs of alarm, as if she considered herself endangered 
md insulted by the intrusion ; the jay, meanwhile, sat 
Dute and motionless on the bottom of the cage, either 
lubious of his own situation, or willing to sdlow time 
or the fears of his neighbour to subside. Accordingly, 
D a few minutes, after displaying various threatening 
gestures (like some of those Indians we read of in their 
Lrst interviews with the whites,) she b^fan to make 
ler approaches, but with great circumspection, and 
>eadiness for retreat. Seeing, however, the jay begin 
4) pick up some crumbs of broken chestnuts, in a 
lumble and peaceable way, she also descended, and 
»egan to do the same ; but, at the slightest motion of 
ler new guest, wheeled round, and put herself on 
he defensive. All this ceremonious jealousy vanished 
»efore evening ; and they now roost together, feed, and 
day together, in perfect harmony and good himiour. 
^en the jay goes to drink, his messmate very impik- 
lently jumps into the saucer to wash herself, throwing 
he water in showers over her companion, who bears 
t all patiently ; venturing now and then to take a sip 
between every splash, without betraying the smallest 
oken of irritation. Chi the contrary, he seems to take 
deasure in his little fellow-prisoner, allowing her to 
dck (which she does very gently) about his whiskers, 
nd to clean his claws from the minute fragments of 
hestnuts which happen to adhere to them. This 
ttachment on the one part, and mild condeacftYUi\<ycL 
•n the other, may, perhaps, \>e i^^^^ ^^ ^S&ftsX. ^i^ 
utvud mififartunes, wbicki acft ioxinii 'UsA* ws^^ \^>k^ 

VOL. I. B. 
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mankind, but many species of inferior animals, more 
closely together ; and shews that the disposition of the 
blue jay may be humanized, and rendered susceptible 
of affectionate impressions, even for those birds which, 
in a state of nature, he would have no hesitation ii 
making* a meal of. 

He IS not only bold and vociferous, but possesses a 
considerable talent for mimicry, and seems to enjoy 
great satisfaction in mocking and teasinigr other birda^ 
particularly the little hawk ^f, Sparverius,^ imitatiof 
nis cry whereyer he sees him, and squealing out as u 
caught : this soon brings a number of his own tribe 
around him, who all join in the frolic, darting about 
the hawk, and feigning the cries of a bird sorefy 
wounded, and already under the clutches of its deyourer; 
while others lie concealed in bushes, ready to second 
their associates in the attack. But this ludicrous fiiroe 
often terminates tragically. The hawk, singling out 
one of the most insolent and provoking, sweeps upon 
him in an unguarded moment, and offers him up a sacri- 
fice to his hunger and resentment. In an instant the 
tune is changed ; all their buffoonery vanishes, and loud 
and incessant screams proclaim their disaster. 

Wherever the jay has had the advantage of educa- 
tion from man, he has not only shewn himself an apt 
scholar, but his suavity of manners seems equalled 
only by his art and contrivances ; though it must be 
confessed, that his itch for thieving keeps pace with all 
his other acquirements. Dr Mease, on the authority 
of Colonel Postell, of South Carolina, informs me, that 
a blue jay which was brought up in the family of the 
latter gentleman, had all the tricks and loqnacity of a 
parrot ; pilfered every thing he could conveniently 
carry off, and hid them in holes and crevices ; answered 
to his name with great sociability, when called on; 
could articulate a number of words pretty distinctly; 
and, when he heard any uncommon noise, or loud talk- 
iDg, seemed impatient to contribute his share to tbe 

J'-erieral festivity (jsis ^^ i^ToNiuWV^ >iXiQ\v^\. vC^ Vs^ «. 
isplay of all the oratoT\c«i\ijo^<it^V^^^\««««®R^^^ 
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Mr Bartram relates an instance of the jay's sagacity, 
worthy of remark. " Having caught a jay in the 
winter season," says he, " I turned him loose in the 
OTeen-house, and fed him with corn, (zea, maize,) the 
heart of which they are very fond of. This grain being 
ripe and hard, the bird at first found a difficulty in 
•breaking it, as it would start from his bill when he 
struck it. After looking about, and, as if considering 
for a moment, he picked up his grain, carried and 
placed it close up in a corner on the shelf, between the 
w^all and a plant box, where, being confined on three 
sides, he soon effected his purpose, and continued 
afterwards to make use of this same practical expedient. 
The jay," continues this judicious observer, " il one of 
the most useful agents in the economy of nature, for 
disseminating forest trees, and other ruciferous and 
hard-seeded vegetables on which they feed. Their 
chief employment, during the autumnal season, is 
foraging to supply their winter stores. In performing^ 
this necessary duty, they drop abundance of seed in 
their flight over fields, hedges, and by fences, where 
they alight to deposit them in the post holes, &c. It 
is remarkable what numbers of young trees rise up 
in fields and pastures after a wet winter and spring. 
These birds alone are capable, in a few years' time, to 
replant all the cleared lands." * 

The blue jays seldom associate in any considerable 
numbers, except in the months of September and 
October, when they hover about, in scattered parties of 
from forty to fifty, visiting the oaks, in search of their 
favourite acorns. At this season they are less sh^ than 
usual, and keep chattering to each other in a variety of 
•strange and querulous notes. I have counted fifty-three, 
but never more, at one time; and these generally 
following each other in straggling irregularly from one 
range of woods to another. Yet we are told by the 
learned Dr Latham, — and his statement has been copied 
into many respectable European publicatioik^) — 1\»XN5q» 

♦ Letter of Mr William Baitiam tQ Oaa wxxJwk, 
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blue jays of North America " often unite into flocks of 
twenty thousand at least I which, alighting on a field of 
ten or twelve acres, soon lay waste the whole."* If 
this were really so, these birds Would justly deserve the 
character he gives them, of being the most destructive 
species in America. But I will venture the assertion 
that the tribe oriolus phcsniceus, or red- winged blad(- 
birds, in the environs of the river Delaware alone^ 
devour and destroy more Indian com than the whole 
blue jays of North America. As to their assembling 
in such immense multitudes, it may be sufficient to 
observe, that a flock of blue jays of twenty thousand 
would be as extraordinary an appearance in America, at 
the same number of magpies or cuckoos would be in 
Britain. 

It has been frequently said, that numbers of birds ait 
common to the United States and Europe ; at present, 
however, I am not certain of many. Comparing the 
best descriptions and delineations of the European ones 
with those of our native birds, said to be of the same 
species, either the former are very erroneous, or the 
difference of plumage and habits in the latter justifies us 
in considering a great proportion of them to be really 
distinct species. Be this, however, as it may, the blue 
jay appears to belong exclusively to North America. I 
cannot find it mentioned by any writer or traveller 
among the birds of Guiana, Brazil, or any other part of 
South America. It is equally unknown in Africa. In 
Europe, and even in the eastern parts of Asia, it is never 
seen m its wild state. To ascertain the exact limits 
of its native regions, would be difficult. These, it is 
highly probable, will be found to be bounded by the 
extremities of the temperate zone. Dr Latham has in- 
deed asserted, that the blue jay of America is not found 
farther north than the town of Albany .f This, how- 
ever, is a mistake. They are common in the eastern 

* Synopsis 0/ Birds, vo\. \. -^^ ^1. §*& «laQ Encyclop€edia 
£ritannica, art. Corvus. 
f St/nopsisy vol. i. p. S&T. 



BLUE JAY. 261 

States, and are mentioned by Dr Belknap in his enume- 
ration of the birds of New Hampshire.* They are 
also natives of Newfoundland. I myself have seen 
them in Upper Canada. Blue jays and yellow birds 
were found by Mr M'Kenzie, when on his journey 
across the continent, at the head waters of the Un- 
jigah, or Peace river, in N. lat. 54°, W. Ion. 121°, on 
the west side of the ^reat range of stony mountains, f 
Steller, who, in 1741, accompanied Captain Behring 
in his expedition, for the discovery of the northwest 
coast of America, and who wrote the journal of the 
Toyag«, relates, that he himself went on shore near 
cape St Elias, in lat. 58" 28' W. Ion. 141° 46', according 
to his estimation, where he observed several species of 
birds not known in Siberia; and one, in particular, 
described by Catesby, under the name of the blue jay. J 
Mr William Bartram informs me, that they are numerous 
in the peninsula of Florida, and that he also found them 
at Natchez, on the Mississippi. Captain Lewis and 
Clark, and their intrepid companions, in their memo- 
rable expedition across the continent of North America 
to the Pacific ocean, continued to see blue jays for six 
hundred miles up the Missouri. ( From these accounts 
it follows, that this species occupies, generally or 
partially, an extent of country stretching upwards of 
seventy degrees from east to west, and more than thirty 
degrees from north to south ; though, from local cir- 
cumstances, there may be intermediate tracts, in this 
immense range, which they seldom visit. 

* History of New Hampshire, vol. iii. p. 163. 

Voyages from Montreal, Sfc. p. 216, 4to. Loudon, 1801. 
See Steller's Journal, apua Pallas. 
This fact I had from Captain Lewis. 



262 COBVUS CANADENSIS. 



64. coaruB ciirADsirsis, "LnrsMva.-^CAVAiiA jat. 

WILSON, PL. ZXI. FIG. I. — EDINBURGH COLLKGB M ITSXUli; 

Were I to adopt tbe theoretical reasoning of a ode* 
brated French naturalist, I might pronounce this biri 
to be a debased descendant from the common blue jay 
of the United States, degenerated by the influence oc 
the bleak and chilling regions of Canada, ; or perfaant 
a spurious production between the blue jay and iho 
cat-bird: or, what would be more congenial to the 
Count's ideas, trace its degradation to the circumstance 
of migrating, some thousand years ago, from the genial 
shores of Europe, — where nothing like degeneracy or 
degradation ever takes place among any of God'f 
creatures. I shall, however, on the present occasion, 
content myself with stating a few particulars better 
supported by facts, and more consonant to the plain 
homespun of common sense. 

This species inhabits the country extending from 
Hudson's Bay, and probably farther north to the river 
St Lawrence ; also, in winter, the inland parts of the 
district of Maine, and northern tracts of the States of 
Vermont and New York. When the season is very 
severe, with deep snow, they sometimes advance farther 
south ; but g^enerally return northward as the weather 
becomes more mild. 

The character given of this bird by the people of 
those parts of tbe country where it inhabits, is, that it 
feeds on black moss, worms, and even flesh ; when 
near habitations or tents, pilfers every thing it can come 
at ; is bold, and comes even into the tent, to eat meat 
out of tbe dishes ; watches the hunters while baiting 
their traps for martens, and devours the bait as soon as 
their backs are turned ; that they breed early in spring, 
building their nests on ^iue trees, forming them of 
sticks and grass, aii^\a.^^Vx3^^<i%^\^^^^«^'^"W6iN.^<5^> 
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rarely three young at a time, which are at first quite 
black, and continue so for some time ; that they fly in 
pairs ; lay up hoards of berries in hollow trees ; are • 
seldom seen in January, unless near houses ; are a kind 
of mock-bird; and, when caught, pine away, though 
their appetite neyer fails them; notwithstanding all 
which iDgenuity and good qualities, they are, as we are 
informed, detested by the natives.* 

The only individuals of this species I ever met with 
in the United States were on the shores of the 
Mohawk, a short way above the Little Falls. It was 
about the last of November, and the ground deeply 
covered with snow. There were three or four in 
company, or within a small distance of each other, 
flitting leisurely along the roadside, keeping up a kind 
of low chattering with one another, and seemed nowise 
apprehensive at my approach. I soon secured the 
whole. On dissection, I found their stomachs occupied 
by a few spiders, and the aurelise of some insects. 1 
could perceive no difference between the plumage of 
the male and female. 

The Canada jay is eleven inches long, and fifteen in 
extent ; back, wings, and taU, a dull leaden gray, the 
latter long, cuneiform, and tipt with dirty white ; interior 
yanes of the wings, brown, and also partly tipt with white ; 
plumage of the head, loose and prominent ; the forehead 
and feathers covering the nostril, as well as the whole 
lower parts, a dirty brownish white, which also passes 
round the bottom of the neck like a collar ; part of the 
crown and hind head, black ; bill and legs, also black ; 
eye, dark hazel. The whole plumage on the back is 
long, loose, un webbed, and in great abundance, as if to 
protect it from the rigours of the regions it inhabits. 

A gentleman of observation, who resided for many 
years near the North River, not far from Hudson, in 
the State of New York, informs me, that he has par- 
ticularly observed this bird to arrive there at the com- 

* HZJLRNX'S JowTMy^ ^% 4fi&. 
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menc«meiit of cold weather; lie has of%en remained 
its solitary habits ; it seemed to seek the most unfire- 
ouented, shaded retreats, keeping almost constantly on 
tne ground, yet would sometimes, towards evening, 
mount to the top of a small tree, and repeat its notes 
(which a little resemble those of the baltimore,) for t 
quarter of an hour together; and this it generally did 
immediately before snow, or faUing weather. 
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65. BOMBTCILLA CAROLINENSJS, BRISSOK. 
AUPELIS AMEBJCAJfA, WILSON. — CEDAR BIRD. 
WILSON, PL. VII. FIO. I. —EDINBURGH COLLEGE HUSEUM. 

The plumage of these birds is of an exquisitely fine 
and silky texture, lying extremely smootn and glossy, 
Notwithstanding the name chatterers given to them, 
they are peffhaps the most silent species we have; 
making only a feeble, lisping sound, chiefly as they 
rise or alight. They fly m compact bodies, of from 
twenty to fifty ; and usually alight so close together on 
the same tree, that one half are frequently shot down 
at a time. In the months of July and August, they 
collect together in flocks, and retire to the hilly parts 
of the State, the Blue Mountains, and other collateral 
ridges of the Alleghany, to enjoy the fruit of the 
vdccinium uliginosum, whortleberries, which grow there 
in great abundance ; whole mountains, for many miles, 
being almost entirely covered with them ; and where, 
in the month of August, I have myself found the cedar 
birds numerous. In October they descend to the lower, 
cultivated parts of the country, to feed on the berries 
of the sour g^um, and red cedar, of which last they are 
immoderately fond ; and thirty or forty may sometimes 
be seen fluttering among the branches of one small 
cedar tree, plucking off the berxift^, T\v«^ ^^^ "J^a*^ 
found as far south as Mexico^ «a «^\«ax^ ^«a^ •^'»=' 
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accounts of Fernandez, Seba,* and others. FemaBdei 
saw them near Tetzeuco, and calls them coqueaitods 
says they deUght to dwell in the mountainous parts df | 
the country; and that their flesh and Bimg are botk 
indifferent f Most of our epicures here are, howeyer, 
of a different opinion, as to their palatableness ; for, ii 
the fall and be^nningr of summer, when they beccmie 
yery £ftt, they are in considerable esteem for the table; 
and ffreat numbers are brought to the market of Phila- 
delphia, where they are sold from twelve to twenty-fiTt 
cents per dozen. During the whole winter and spring 
they are occasionally seen; and, about the 25th of May, 
appear in numerous parties, making great havoc among 
the early cherries, selecting the best and ripest of the 
fruit I^or are they easily intimidated by the presmoe 
of Mr Scarecrow ; for I have seen a flock dehberately 
regaling on the fruit of a loaded cherry tree, while on 
the same tree one of these guardian angelsy and a veiy 
formidable one too, stretched his stiffened arms, and 
displayed his dangling legs, with all the pomposity of 
authority! At this time of the season most of our 
resident birds, and many of our summer visitants, are 
sitting, or have young; while, even on the 1st of June, 
the eggs in the ovary of the female cedar bird are no 
larger than mustard seed ; and it is generally the 8th 
or 10th of that month before they begin to build. 
These last are curious circumstances, which it is diffi- 
cult to account for, unless by supposing, that incubation 
is retarded by a scarcity of suitable food in spring, 
berries and other fruit being their usual fare. In Ma?, 
before the cherries are ripe, they are lean, and little 
else is found in their stomachs than a few shrivelled 
cedar berries, the refuse of the former season, and a 
few fragments of beetles and other insects, which do 
not appear to be their common food; but iu Jane, 

* The figure of this bird, in Seba*8 voluminous work, is too 
wretched for criticism ; it is there called ** Oiseau Xomotlt 
d *Am erique, hup6." ?^)a. \\. ^. ^, ^. ^i ^»^« 
f Hist, Av. £fw, Hisp. bS», 
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while cherries and strawberries ahouad, they become 
extremely fat; and, about the 10th or 12th of that 
month, disperse over the country in pairs to breed ; 
sometimes fixing on the cedar, but generally choosing 
the orchard for that purpose. The nest is large for the 
size of the bird, fixed in the forked or horizontal branch 
of an apple tree, ten or twelve feet from the ground ; 
outwardly, and at bottom, is laid a mass of coarse dry 
stalks of grass, and the inside is lined wholly with 
very fine stalks of the same material. The eggs are 
three or four, of a dingy bluish white, thick at the great 
end, tapering suddenly, and becoming very narrow at 
the other ; marked with small roundish spots of black 
of various sizes and shades ; and the great end is of a 
pale dull purple tinge, marked likewise with touches of 
various shades of purple and black. About the last 
week in June the young are hatched, and are at first 
fed on insects and their larvae ; but, as they advance in 
ffrowth, on berries of various kinds. These facts I 
nave myself been an eye witness to. The female, if 
disturbed, darts from the nest in silence to a consider- 
able distance ; ifo notes of wailing or lamentation are 
heard from either parent, nor are they even seen, not- 
withstanding you are in the tree examining the nest 
and young. These nests are less frequently found than 
many others, owing, not only to the comparatively few 
numbers of the birds, but to the remarkable muteness 
of the species. The season of love, which makes almost 
every other small bird musical, has no such efifect on 
them ; for they continue, at that interesting period, as 
silent as before. 

This species is also found in Canada, where it is 
called recolletj probably, as Dr Latham supposes, from 
the colour and appearance of its crest resembling the 
hood of an order of friars of that denomination ; it has 
also been met with by several of our voyagers on the 
northwest coast of America, and appears to have an 
extensive range. 

Almost all the ornithologists of Europe \iersist in. 
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oonsiderinff this bird as a yariel^p^ of the EuropecB 
chatterer,^a.^arrw/t«,) with what justice or propriety t 
mere comparison of the two will determine : The Euro- 
pean species is very nearly twice the cubic bulk of ours; 
has the whole lower parts of an uniform dark vinoni 
bay ; the tips of the wings streaked with lateral bars of 
yellow ; the nostrils, covered with bristles ; * the feathen 
on the chin, loose and tufted ; the wings, black ; and 
the markings of white and black on the sides of tbe 
head different from the American, which is as follows: 
— Length, seven inches, extent, eleven inches; head, 
neck, breast, upper part of the back and wing-coverts, I 
a dark fawn colour ; darkest on the back, and brightest I 
on the front ; head, ornamented with a high pointed, ' 
almost upright, crest; line from the nostnl over tbs j 
eye to the bind head, velvety black, bordered above t 
with a fine line of white, and another line of white 
passes from the lower mandible ; chin, black, gradually 
brightening into fawn colour, the feathers there lyinj 
extremely close; bill, black; upper mandible, nearly 
triangular at the base, without bristles, short, roundii^ 
at the point, where it is deeply notched; the lower 
scolloped at the tip, and turning up ; tongue, as in the 
rest of the ffenus, broad, thin, cartilaginous, and lacerated 
at the end; belly, yellow; vent, white; wings, deep 
slate, except the two secondaries next the body, whoj* 
exterior vanes are of a fawn colour, and interior ones, 
white; forming two whitish strips there, which are 
very conspicuous; rump and tail-coverts, pale light 
blue ; tail, the same, gradually deepening into black, and 
tipt for half an inch with rich yellow. Six or seven, 
and sometimes the whole nine, secondary feathers of 
the wings, are ornamented at the tips with small red 
oblong appendages, resembling red sealing-wax ; these 
appear to be a prolongation of the shafts, and to be 
intended for preserving the ends, and consequently the 
vanes, of the quills, from being broken and worn away 
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by the almost continual flutterinff of the bird amon^ 
thick branches of the cedar. The feathers of those 
birds, which are without these appendages, are iinir 
formly found ragged on the edges ; but smooth and 
perfect in those on whom the marks are full and 
numerous. These singular marks ha^e been usually 
considered as belonging to the male alone, from the 
circumstance, perhaps, of finding female birds without 
them. They are, however, common to both male and 
female. Six of the latter are now lying before me^ 
each with large and numerous clusters of eggs, and 
having the waxen appendages in full perfection. The 
young birds do not receive them until the second fall, 
when, in moulting time, they may be seen fully formed, 
as the feather is developed from its sheath. I have 
once or twice found a solitary one on the extremity of 
one of the tail feathers. The eye is of a dark blood 
colour; the legs and claws, black; the inside of the 
mouth, oranffe ; gap, wide ; and the gullet capable of 
such distension as often to contain twelve or fifteen 
cedar berries, and serving as a kind of craw to prepare 
them for digestion. .No wonder, then, that this glutton- 
ous bird, with such a mass of food almost continually 
in its throat, should want both the inclination and 
powers for vocal melody, that which would seem to 
belong to those only of less gross and voracious habits. 
The chief difference in the plumage of the male and 
female consists in the dulness of the tints of the latter, 
the inferior appearance of the crest, and the narrowness 
of the yellow bar on the tip of the tail. 

Though I do not flatter myself with being able to 
remove that prejudice from the minds of foreigners^ 
which has made them look on this bird, also, as a 
degenerate and not a distinct species from their own ; 
yet they must allow that the change has been very 
g^eat, very uniform, and universal, all over North 
America, where I have never heard that the European 
species has been found; or, even if it ^«t«^\Xx\&^^^^q^ 
only shew more clearly the spe€ii£L<(^ ^aS«t««!ka«» ^"l ^'^ 
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two, by proyinf , that climate or food could never km 
produced tbese differences in either when both retik 
them, though confined to the same olinaate. 

But it is not only in the colour of their plumage ihit 
these two birds differ, but in several important partio^ 
lars, in their manners and habits. The breeding placi 
of the European species is absolutely unknown ; sap- 
posed to be somewhere about the polar regions ; fron 
whence, in winter, they make different and very irre- 
gular excursions to different parts of Burope ; seldon 
advancing farther south than the north of Kngland, in 
lat. 54 ° N. and so irregularly, that many years some- 
times elapse between their departure and reappearance; 
which, in more superstitious ages, has been supposed to 
portend some great national calamity. On the other 
band, the American species inhabits the whole extensive 
range between Mexico and Canada, and perhaps much 
farther both northerly and southerly, building and 
rearing their young in all the intermediate regions, often 
in our gardens and orchards, within a few yards of our 
houses. Those of our fellow-citizens viho have still 
any doubts, and wish to examine for themselves, may 
see beautiful specimens of both birds iu the superb 
collection of Mr Charles W. Peale of Philadelphia, 
whose magnificent museum is indeed a national blessing, 
and will be a lasting honour to his memory. 

In some parts of the country they are called crown 
birds ; in others cherry birds, from their fondness for 
that fruit. They also feed on ripe persimmons, small 
winter grapes, bird cherries, and a great variety of other 
fruits and berries. The action of the stomach on these 
seeds and berries does not seem to injure their vegetative 
powers; but rather to promote them, by imbedding; 
them in a calcareous case, and they are thus transported 
to and planted in various and distant parts by these 
little birds. In other respects, however, their useful^ 
ness to the farmer may be questioned; and in the 
general chorus of the feathered songsters they can 
scarcely be said to tak^ a^^xV. "^^ TswfiX, \JaKw&ie^ 
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them far below many more homely and minute 
lers, their neighbours, whom Providence seems to 
formed, both as allies to protect the property of 
usbandman from devouring insects, and as musi- 
to cheer him, while engafred in the labours of the 
with thei% innocent and delightful melody. 



END OF VOLUME FIRST. 



EDINBURGH : 
Printed by Andrew Shortseed, Thistle Lane. 



o cuHH u*f^ ai 



THE BO : 'ER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDI E FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 

Harvard College Widener Library 
Cambridge, MA 021 38 (617) 495-241 3 
'^^■Vt 




